45th Legislature

10

11

12

16

17

13

HJR 0021702

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOe 21
[NTRODUCED =Y FABREGAs MOOREs G'CONNELLs Jeo GUNDERSON, MEYER,

KEMNYy RYANy GILLIGANy PISTORIA, D*KEEFEs HURWITZ, TROPILA

A JOINT  RESOLUTIGN AF THE SENATE AND THE HUUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE
SUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATIGN TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT DF
THE MISSOURI RIVER PBASIN PROJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT

ECONOMICy SOCIALs AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

WHEREASs the need for flood control and irrigation
development is critical for the continuad growth of urcan
community and agriculture in Montana and has been ravealad
by severe spring floods and summer droughts; and

WHEREASs the climatic and soil conditions of Cascade
and Tzton counties are such thst irrigated land produces 2
nigh proportion of the total value of the crops; and

WHEREASs the current plans for the Sun—Teton unit would
srovide sufficient water to bring approximately 304000 acres
af naw Fand into irrigated production and gprovida2 o
quaranteed water supply to lands with agjudicated water
righiss Yand clziming an existing right since acjudication
of th: Sun Rivery and land receiving water under parmits

issu2d under "Montana Water Use Act®™y of tland pres=2ntly
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irrigated but with inadequate water supplies; and

WHEREASy the economy of Montana is enhanced by a wmore
stable farwm incomes and the stable farm Income resulting
from this Sun-Teton wunit would provide more predictabie
invaestment conditions in the towns of Simmss Fort Shaws Sun
Rivery VYaughns Manchesters and Lower Sun River as well as
ficod control for urban development; and

WHEREASy the need exists for .increased control .of
riverflows during periods of heavy spring romoff which flood
the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously
caused damage to farm lands irrigatioﬁ- ‘communication . and
transportation facilitiess urban communitiess and  other
improvements along the streams; recorded costs are over 24
million dollars to date and damages caused by the floods
would be much greater now than at the time of occurrence
because of increased development and higher property values;
and

WHEREASs the Sun River is considered by many people to
be among the finest fishing streams in Montanas and in many
years very low flows during late summer months and high
turbid flows during spring months have limited fishing; and

WHEREASy the construction of a dam and reservoir on the
Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in
excellent 1ake and stream fishinges and the proposed

development would enhance the overall fishery value of the
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area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun
River; and

WHEREASe the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton
unit could be made available for industrial developments and
such development would be beneficial to the growth and
economy of HMontana; and

WHEREASs the hydroelectric potential of a dam on the
main stem of the 5Sun River could be wutilized to help
alleviate the energy crisis faced by the United States and
to help defray the costs of the Sun-Teton unit; and

WHEREASs a dependable suppiy of stored water would be
beneficial to the research and development associated with
the magnetohydrodynamic project being conducted in Montana;
and

WHEREASy it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do
not plan to use Montana water for their own benefits they
will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial uses prior in time; and

WHEREASs the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the people of
Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and
Department of the Interior prior to the development of the

energy crisis and the present depressed economye

NOWe THEREFUREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE

-3- HJR 21
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Energy Research and Development Administration to make an
immediate update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri
River Basin Project in light of present economics socialy
and technological conditionss

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member
of the Montana Congressional Delegations the Secretary of
the Interiore the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Land and Water Resourcess the Director of the Bureau of
Reclamations the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri
Regional Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamations the
Administrator of the Energy Research and Development
Administrations and the County Commissioners of (ascade and
Teton countiess

-End—
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION Na 21
INTRCDUCED %Y FABREGAs MOOREs T*CONNELLs Jo GUNDERSONy MEYER,

KENMYy RYANy GILLIGANy PISTORIAy O'KEEFEy HURWITZe TROVPILA

A JOINT RESOLUTION 0OF THE SENATE AND THE HUUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STAYE 0OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE
SUREAY 8F RECLAMATION AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF
THE MISSOURI RIVER BASINM PﬁDJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT

FECONOMICs SOCIALe AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

WHEREASs the need for flood control and irrigation
development is critical for the continuad growth of uroan
community and agriculture in Montana and has been revealed
by severe spring floods and summer droughts{ and

WHEREASs the climatic and soil conditions af' Cascade
and Tnton counties are such that irrigated lTand produces :
high groﬁortion of the total valug of the crops; and

WHEREASy the current plans for the Sun—Teton unit would
nrovide sufficient water to bring approximatzly 304000 acres
of new land into irrigated production and orovid: 2
guaranteed water supply to lands with adjudicated water
righise Yand claiming an existing right since adjudic:tion
of tha Sun Rivers and Jand receiving water under sermits

issued under *"Montanas dater Jse Act®s of land presontly
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irrigated but with inadequate water supplies; and

WHEREASs the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more
stable farm incomey and the stable Ffarm I;co-e resulting
from thils Sun-Teton unit would provide more predictable
investment conditions in the towns of Simmss Fort Shaws Sun
Rivery Vaughns Manchestery and Lower Sun River as well as
flood control for urban development; and

WHEREASs the need exists for increased comtrol of
riverflows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood
the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously
caused damage to farm lands irrigations communication . and
transportation facilitiesy wurban communitiessy and other
improvements along the stroams; recorded costs are over -24
willion dollars to date and damages ‘caused by the floods
would be much greater now than at the time of occurrence
because of increased development and higher property values;
and

WHEREASs the Sun River is considered by many people to
be among the finest fishing streams in Montanas and in wmany
years very low flows during late summer months and high
turbid flows during spring months have limited fishing; and

WHEREASs the construction of a dam and reservoir on the
Sun River as an element of the Sun—Teton unit will result in
excellent 1ake and stream fishings and the proposed

development would enhance the overall fishery value of the
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area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun
River; and

WHEREAS+ the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton
unit could be made available for industrial developments and
such development would be beneficial to the growth and
economy of Montana; and

WHEREASs the hydroelectric potential of a dam on the
main stem of the Sun River could be wutilized to help
alleviate the energy crisis faced by the United States and
to help defray the costs of the Sun-Teton unit; and

WHEREASs a dependable supply of stored water would be
beneficial to the research and development associated with
the magnetohydrodynamic project being conducted in Montanaj;
and

WHEREASe it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do
not plan to use Montana water for their own benefity they
will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial usey prior in time; and

HHEREAS; the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the people of
Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and
Department of the Interior prior to the development of the

energy crisis and the present depressed economye

NOWe THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclawmation and the
Energy Research and Development Administration to make an
immediate update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri
River Basin Project in light of present economice socials
and technological conditionss

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Secretary of State s
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member
of the Montana Congressional Delegations the Secretary of
the Interiores the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Land and Water Resourcess the Director of the Bureau of
Reclamations the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri
Regional Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamation: the
Administrator of the Energy Research and Development
Administrations and the County Commissioners of Cascade and
Teton countiess

—-End-
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March 15, 1977

SENATE
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

That House Joint Resolution No. 21 be amended as follows:

1. Amend page 1, lines 20 through line 1 on page 2.

Following: "provide"

Strike: 1lines 20 through line 1 on page 2 in their entirety

Insert: "protection for existing water rights as well as
additional water storage for crop production; and"

2. Amend page 3, lines 7 through 14.
Following: line 6
Strike: 1lines 7 through 14 in their entirety
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTICN NO. 21
INTRODUCED BY FADREGAy MOOREe O'CUNNELLs Jo GUNDERSONy MEYER,

KENNYy RYANe GILLIGANs PISTORIAy O'KEEFEs HURWITZs TROPILA

A  JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA REQUESTING THE
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELGPMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF
THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT

ECONOMICy SOCIALs AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONDITIONSS

WHEREASy the need for flood contrel and irrigation
development is critical for the continued growth of wurban
community and agriculture in Montana and has been revealed
by severe spring floods and summer droughts; and

WHEREASs the climatic and soil conditions of Cascade
and Teton counties are such that irrigated land produces a
high proportion of the total value of the crops; and

#HEREASy the current pltans for the Sun-Teton unit would
provide sufficient-woter—to-bring-epproximatety—-36ve88—acres
of--new—-tond——into-—irrigeted-—production-—and--provide——-a
quarsnteed--—water——supplty——to—tands——with-adjudicated-water
rightsy~-tand-etaiming-an—existing—right-—since-~adjudicaeion
of-—the-—Sun—-Rivery--ond-tand-receiving-woter—under—permits

+esued-tnder—SMontant-Hater——dse—-kectdy——of—-tand——presentty
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trriqated-but-with—inadequate—water—suppliest—and PROIECTION
EOR_EXISTING WATER RIGHIS AS WELL AS ADDITIONAL WATER
SJORAGE FOR CROP PRODUCTIOND AND

WMHEREASs the economy of Montana is enhanced by a wmore
stable farm incomes and the stable farm income resulting
from this Sun-Teton unit would provide more predictable
investment conditions in the towns of Simmse Fort Shaws Sun
Rivers Vaughns Manchesters and Lower Sun River as well as
flood control for urban development; and

WHEREASs the need exists for increased control of
riverflows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood
the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously
caused damage to farm landy irrigations communication and
transportation facilitiess urban communitiess and other
improvements along the streams; recorded costs are over 24
million dollars to date and damages caused by the floods
would be much greater now than at the time of occurrence
because of increased development and higher property values;
and

AHEREASs the Sun River is considered by many people to
be among the finest fishing streams in Montanas and in many
years very low flows during Ulate summer months and high
turbid flows during spring months have limited fishing; and

WAHEREASy the construction of a dam and reservoir on the

Sun River as an element of the Sun—Teton unit will result in

-2~ HJR 21
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excellent lake and stream fishingsy and the proposed
development would enhance the overal)l fishery value of the
area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun
River; and

WHEREASy the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton
unit could be made available for industrial developments and
such development would be beneficial to the growth and
economy of Montana; and

HHEREASy—the—hydroetectric—potentint-of-s——dom—on——the
main--stem——of--the——Sun——River——ecould--be—ntitized-to-help
atteviate-the-energy-erisis-faced-by-the-tnited-—States——and
to—help-defray—the-costs-of—the—Sun-Feton-units-and

WHEREASy——a-—-dependable—supply-of-stored-water—wouid-be
beneficiot-to-the-resesrch-and—development——associated-—with
the-—magnetohydrodynamnie-project—beirng-conducted-in—Hontanat
and

WHEREASs it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do
not plan to wuse Montana water for their own benefits they
will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial uses prior in time; and

HHEREASs the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the people of
Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and
Department of the Interior prior to the development of the

energy crisis and the present depressed economy.
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NOWs THEREFOREs BE 17T RESOLVED BY THE SENMATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Energy Research and Development Administration to make an
immediate update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri
River Basin Project in light of present economice sociale
and technological conditionse

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member
of the Montana Congressional Delegations the Secretary of
the Interiors the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
tand and Water Resourcess the Director of the Bureau of
Reclamations the Regional Oirector of the Upper Missouri
Reqional Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamations the
Administrator of the Energy Research and Development
Administrations and the County Commissioners of (ascade and
Teton countiess

-End-

4 HJIR 21
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HJR 00217062

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION Rie. 21 1 presentliy——irriqated—bhut-with—insdeauste-water—supniiesi—and
INTRODUCED BY FABREGAs MOOREy O*CONNELLy Jo GUNDERSONe MEYERS 2 PROFECTION-FOR-EXFOFING-—WATER—RIOHTS-AS-WELE——AS—-ADBEFRONAL
KENMNYy RYANe GILLIGANy PISTCRIAs O'KEFFEs HURWITZ+ TROPILA 3 HATER--STORAGE—-FOR-CROP—PROBUCTIONT-AND SUFEICIENT WATER TQ
4 BRING APPREXIMAFELY-309800 SEVERAL THQUSAND ACRES OF NEW
A JOINT FRESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE  HOUSE ] 5 LAND INTD IRRIGATED PRUDUCTIGN AND PROVIDE A SHARANFEER MGKE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THt STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE & LEPENDABLE _WATER _SUPPLY TQ LANDS WITH ADJUDICATED WATER
BUREAL DF RECLAMATION  AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND 7 BIGHTSs LAND CLAIMING AN EXISTING RIGHY _SINCE ADJUDICATION
DEVELOUPMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF 8 QF THE SUN RIVERs AND LAND RECEIVING WATER UNDER_PERMITS
THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT 9 ISSUED _UNDER “MONTAMA WATER JISE__ACT™ DF__1LAND PRESENTLY
CCCNOMIC, SOCIALe AND TECHNOLODGICAL CONDITIONS. 10 IRRIGAYED BUT WITH INADEQUATE WATER SUPPLIES: AND
11 WHEREASs the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more
WHEREASy the need for flood control and irrigation 12 stable farm incomes and the stable farm income resulting
develooment is critical for the continued growth of urban 13 from ¢this Sun-Jeton unit would provide more predictable
cammunity and  agriculture in Montana and has been revealed 14 investment conditions in the towns of Simmss Fort Shaws Sun
by severe sprina floods and summer droughts; and 15 Rivers Vauohny Manchesters and Lower Sun River as well as
WHFREASs the climatic and scil conditions of Cascade 16 flood control for urban development; and
and ¥eton counties are such that irriacated land produces a 17 WHEREASs the need exists for increased control of
high proportion of the total value of the creops; and 18 riverflows durina periods of heavy spring runoff which flood
AHEREASy the eurrent PREVIQUS plans for the Sun-Teton 19 the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously
unit would provide spfftctent—water—to-brinn—approximatety 20 caused damace to farm lande irrigationy communication and
38vy868—acres—of——new——Fand——into——irrigated-—-productten——and 21 transportation facilitiess urban communitiess and other
orovidea-—a-agaramtesd-watar—stupply-to—tands—with—adivdicnted 22 improvements alona the streams; recorded costs are over 24
water-—riahtsy——-toand-—ctaiming-—an-—existing——~-right--——since 23 milticn dollars to date and damages caused by the floods
atjudreatton——of-—the——Sun——Rivervy——and-iand-recetvina-water 24 would bte much creater now than at the time of occurrence
under—rermita-fasged-under—tMontana-Hater—tHae—detiy-of-—tand 25 because of increased development and hicher property values;
ADOPTED BY
FINAL PRIMNTING HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES o HIR 21
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and

WHEREASe the Sun River is considered by many neople to
be among the finest fishing streams in Montanas and in many
years very Jow flows during late summer months and hion
turbid flows durinag sprina months have limited fishing; and

WHEREASs the construction of a3 dam and reservoir on the
Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in
excellent lake and stream fishings and the proposed
development would enhance the overall fishery value of the
area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun
River; and

WHEREASy the water stored as a result of the Sun—-Teton
unit could be made available for industrial developments and
such development would be beneficial to the crowth and
econcemy of Montanaj; and

HHEREASy——the——hydroetlectric——potentiat-of-a—dam—on—the
main-stem—of-—the—~Sun—-River——coutd-—be—utitized--to--help
atieviate—-the-—enerqgy-crisis—feced-by-the-tnited-States-and
to—heln-defray-the-costa-of—the-Sun—Feton-un+ti—and

WHEREASy-a-dependabte-supplty-of-stored-water——would-—be
beneficiat-—to-—the-resecareh—and-development—asseciated—with
the-moqnetohydfodynamic—afojeet-he+nq—conﬁueted—én-—ﬁoatane?
and

WHEREAS, THE HYDROELECTRIC POTENTIAL OF A DAM ON THE
MAIN STEM QF THE SUN RIVER COULD BE UTILIZED TQ HELP

-3~ HJR 21
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ALLEVIATE THE ENERGY CRISIS FACED BY THE UNITRD STATES AND
I3 HELP OEFRAY IHE CUSTS OF THE SUN-TETON UNITD AND

WHEREASs A DEPENDABLE SUPPLY CF STORED WAYER WOULD BE
BENEFICIAL TO THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOQPMENT ASSOCIATED WITH
IHE MAGNETOHYORGDYNAMIC PROJECT BEING CONDULTED IN MONTANAS
AND

WHEREASy it is becowming apparent that if Montanans do
not plan to use Montana water for theisr own benefitsy they
will lose the water richts to the demands of downstresm
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial ‘usey prior in time; and

WHEKEASs the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the veople of
Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and
Department of the Interior nrior to the development of the

energv crisis and the present depressed economye

MWe THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
0F REFRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclametion and the
Eneray Research and Desvalopment Adrinistration to make an
immedi~te update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri
River Basin Project in liant of present economicsy socials
and technoloqgical conditionse

#f IT FURTHER RESOLVEDe that the Secretary of State s

- FJR 21
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instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each wmember
of the Montana {ongressional Belegations the Secretary of
the Interiore the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Land and Weater Resourcesy the Director of the Bureau of
Reclamations the Reqional Director of the Upper Missouri
Reaional Field Cffice of the Bureau of Reclamations the
Administrator of the Energy Research and DOevelopment
Administrationy and the County Commissioners of Cascade and
Teton counties.

-End—
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