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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 21 

lNTRODUCE D '-,y fAi\REGA, MOORE, 1) 1 CONNELL• Jo GUNDERSON, ?I EYER, 

KENNY, RYAN, GILLIGAN, PISTORIA, O'KEEFEo HURWITZ, TRO?JLA 

A J~INT RESOLUTIG~ OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

BURfAU OF RECLAMATION 

THE SENATE AND 

STATE OF MONTANA 

AND THE ENERGY 

THE H•-·USE OF 

REQUESTING THE 

RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF 

THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENT 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAl• AND TECHNOLOGICAl CONDITLJNSo 

~HEREAS, th~ need for flood control and irrigation 

developaent is critical for the continuad growth of uroan 

community and a~riculture in Montana and ~as been rev2~l2d 

by c;.ev~r-e spr- i nj floods. ::trld sum-mer croughts; and 

\Oi!HEREAS, the cl i mat i c and soi 1 cone i ti ons of Cascade 

anG T:~ton count i r:-s are such th-::t irrigated 1 and produces a 

high ~roportion of the total value of the crops; ~nd 

',1HEREAS, th.c current plans for the Sun-Teton unit would 

?rcvide sufficient water to bring approximately 30t000 ~cres 

nf n~w fa~rl in~o irrigated production 3nd provid~ .. 
JUaranteed water supply to l~nds with aajudicatPd water 

rig~t•• land clEiming an existin9 right since a~judic>tion 

ot th~ Sun River. and land receiving ~ater under )9r1nits 

issu~~ under ~Montana ~ater Jse Act•, of land ores9ntly 
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irrigated but with inadequate water supplies; and 

WHEREAS, the econo•y of Montana ls enhanced by a •ore 

stabl~ far• incomeo and the stable farm Income resultinq 

fro• ~his Sun-Teton unit would provide •ore predictable 

lnvest•ent conditions In the towns of s; .. s, fort Shaw, Sun 

Rivero Yaughno Manchester, and Lower Sun River as well as 

flood control for urban develop•ent; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for Increased cont~l of 

riverflows durlng periods of heavy spring rdfloff-.micti flood 

the Sun River and Its tributaries and' have continuously 

caused da•age to far• l_d, irrigati~, ·co.m~nication , and 

transportation facll itieso urban co..,nitleso an·d other

l•provements along the strea•s> recorded costs are over 24 

a~lll ion dollars to date and da•ages caused by the -floods 

would be much greater now than at the time of occurrence 

because of increased development and higher property values; 

and 

WHEREASo the Sun River is considered by •any people to 

be among the finest fishing streams in Montanao and in sany 

years very low flows during late summer months and high 

turbid flows during spring months have limited fishing; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of a dam and reservoir on the 

Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in 

excellent lake and stream fishing, and the proposed 

25 develop~nt would enhance the overall fishery value of the 
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area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun 

Riveri and 

WHEREAS, the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton 

unit could be made available for industrial development, and 

such development would be beneficial to the growth and 

economy of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the hydroelectric potential of a dam on the 

main stem of the Sun River could be utilized to help 

alleviate the energy crisis faced by the United States and 

to help defray the costs of the Sun-Teton unit; and 

WHEREAS, a dependable supply of stored water would be 

beneficial to the research and development associated with 

the Nagnetohydrodynamic project being conducted in Montana; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is becoMing apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream 

users in other states where water is appropriated to a 

19 beneficial use, prior in time; and 

20 WHEREAS, the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the people of 

21 Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and 

22 Department of the Interior prior to the develop~ent of the 

23 energy crisis and the present depressed economy. 

24 

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

-3- HJR 21 
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OF REPRESENTATIVeS OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the 

Energy Research and Development Administration to make an 

i~medlate update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri 

River Basin Project in light of present economic, social, 

and technological conditions. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDo that the Secretary of State is 

instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member 

of the Montana Congressional Delegation, the Secretary of 

the Interior, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for 

Land and Water Resources, the Director of the Bureau of 

Recla.ationo the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri 

Regional Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamation• the 

Administrator of the Energy Research and Development 

Ad~inistration, and the County Commissioners of Cascade and 

Teton counties. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NQ. 21 

I!IITRCDUC.EO ".Y FABREGA, MOORE, 0°C.ONNELlo J. GU~DERSON, 1-lEYER, 

KFf\INY, RYA.-l, GILLIGAN, PISTORIA, O"KEEFE, i-IURWITZ, TRO"llA 

A JOINT RESOLUTJUN OF THE SENATE AND THE HLUSE Of 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE Of MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

JUREAU OF KECLAHATJON AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF 

THE ~ISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJEC.T IN LIGHT OF PRESENT 

FC.ONOMI(., SOC.IALt AND TEC.HNOLOGIC.Al C.ONDITIJNS. 

WHEREAS, the need for flood control and irrigation 

development is critical for the continued growth of u,.-oan 

community and agriculture in Montana and has been reve~led 

by severe spring floods and SU01111er droughts;' and 

~HEREAS, the climatic and soil conditions ~f C.ascade 

and T~ton counties are such that irrigated land produces 

high ;>ropo.-tion of the total valu9 of the crops; and 

WHEREAS, th€ current plans for the Sun-Teton unit would 

~rovide sufficient water to bring approxiMately 30,oco 1cres 

of new 1and in-to irrigatej production 3nd provid~ ~ 

suarante~d water supply to lands with aajudicated water 

rights, land claiminy an existing ri]ht since adjud'ic-:!tion 

of th.> Sun River, and land receiving wate:r under ::-ermits 

issued under •Mon~and ~ater Jse Act•~ of land pres·?ntly 
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irrigated but with inadequate water supplies; and 

WHEREAS, the econo•y of Montana is enhanced by a .are 

stable far• inco•e, and the stable far• lnca.e resulting 

fro• this Sun-Teton unit would provide .ore predictable 

investment conditions In the towns of Si .. so Fort Shaw, Sun 

River, Yaughno Manchester, and Lower Sun River as well as 

flood control for urban develop•ent; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for Increased control of 

rlverflows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood 

the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously 

caused daaage to far• lando irrigation, co.aunication and 

transportation facn ities., urban coJIIIMintties,· and other· 

i~roveaents along the strea.s; recorded costs are over 24 

million dollars to· date and dailages 'caused by the 'fl·oods 

would be •uch greater now than at the time of occurrence 

because of increased development and higher property values; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Sun River is considered by aany people to 

be among the finest fishing streams in Montana, and in •any 

years very low flows during late su••er months and high 

turbid· flows during spring •onths have 1 i•lted· fishing; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of a da• and reservoir on the 

Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in 

excellent lake and streaM fishing, and the proposed 

developMent would enhance the overall fishery value of the 

-2- HJR 21 
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area by greatly Improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun 

River; and 

WHEREAS, the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton 

unit could be made available for industrial develop.anto and 

such development would be beneficial to the growth and 

economy of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the hydroelectric potential of a dam on the 

•ain ste• of the Sun River could be utilized to help 

alleviate the energy crisis ~aced by the Unlt~d States and 

to help defray the costs of the Sun-Teton unit; and 

WHEREAS, a dependable supply of stored water would be 

beneficial to the research and development associated with 

the aagnetohydrodyna•ic project being conducted in Montana; 

and 

WHEREAS, it is beco•ing apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water rights to the demands of downstrea• 

users in other states where water is appropriated to a 

19 beneficial useo prior In time; and 

20 WHEREAS, the Sun-Teton unit would bene~it the people of 

21 Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and 

22 Depart•ent of the Interior prior to the development of the 

23 energy crisis and the present depressed economy. 

24 

25 NOWt THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 
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OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

State of Montana request the Bureau of Recla•ation and the 

Energy Research and Develop-nt Administration to make an 

immediate update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri 

River Basin Project in li~ht of present econo•ic, social, 

and technological conditions. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDt that the Secretary of State is 

instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each .ember 

of the Montana Congressional Delegation, the Secretary of 

the Int~rioro the Assistant Secretary o~ the Interior for 

Land and Water Resources, the Director of the Bureau of 

Reclaaationo the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri 

Regional Field D~fice of the Bureau of Reclaaationo the 

Administrator of the Energy Research and Develop•ent 

Administration, and the County Com•issioners of Cascade and 

Teton counties. 

-End-

-4- HJR 21 



March 15, 1977 

SENATE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That House Joint Resolution No. 21 be amended as follows: 

1. Amend page 1, lines 20 through line 1 on page 2. 
Following: "provide" 
Strike: lines 20 through line 1 on page 2 in their entirety 
Insert: .. protection for existing water rights as well as 

additional water storage for crop production; and., 

2. Amend page 3, lines 7 through 14. 
Following: line 6 
Strike: lines 7 through 14 in their entirety 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOlUTION NO• 21 

INTRODUCtO BY fADREGAt ~OORE, O'CONNEll• J. GU~OERSON, HEYER, 

KENNY, RYAN, GllliGANt PISTORIAt O'KEEfE• HURWITZ, TROPILA 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRt5~NTATIVES Of THE STATE OF 

BUREAU Of REClAMATION AND THE 

IWNTANA 

ENERGY 

REQUESTING THE 

RESEARCH AND 

D~VELQ~HfNT ADMINISTRATION 

THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN 

TO STUDY THE SUN-TETON UNIT OF 

PROJECT IN liGHT OF PRESENT 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAlt AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONOifiONS. 

WHEREAS, the need for flood control and irrigation 

development is critical for the continued growth of urban 

community and agriculture in Montana and has been revealed 

by severe spring floods and summer droughts; and 

WHEREAS, the climatic and soil conditions of Cascade 

~nd Teton counties are such that irrigated land produces a 

high proportion of the total value of the crops; and 

~HEREASo the current plans for the Sun-Teton unit would 

provide ~a~++e+eft~-we~e~~c-&r+~epprcx+~~+y-~&8&-~e~ 

c~--ftew--+eftft--+ftte--+~+ge~~--prc~HetTCft--&ftri-~o¥+de---e 

gaereft~eed--we~e~-~Hpp+y--~e--+Cft~--w+~h-edjud+e~d-w~er 

r+gh~~y-+oftri-e+e+~ftg-&ft-ex~~+~-r+~~-~+ftee--edjud~e~+en 

o~--~he--5Hft--R+.ery--&ftd-+e~reee+¥+ftg-we~~-~~permTt~ 

+~~Heri-Hftder--Meft~Oft&-Wo~er--~~e--*e~•T--o+--+Cftft--pre~~+T 
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+rr+~o~ee-ba~-w+~-+ftOrieqa~e-~r~+e~-eftd PBOIECTIQN 

£Q&__~ISI1NG HATER RIGHTS AS WEll AS AUPIIIONAL WATER 

STORAGE FOR CROP PROOULIIOH; AND 

WHEREAS, the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more 

stable farm income, and the stable farm incomg resulting 

trom this Sun-Teton unit would provide more predictable 

investment conditions in the towns of Si~s. Fort Shaw, Sun 

River, Vaughn, Manchester, and lower Sun River as well as 

flood control for urban development; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for increased control of 

riverflows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood 

the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously 

caused damage to farm land, irrigation. co•munication and 

transportation facilities, urban com.unities, and other 

improvements along the stre~s; recorded costs are over 24 

million dollars to date and damages caused by the floods 

would be •uch greater now than at the time of occurrence 

because of increased development and higher property values; 

and 

RHEREASt the Sun River is considered by many people to 

be among the finest fishing streams in Montana. and in many 

y~ars very low flows during late summer months and high 

turbid flows during spring months have limited fishing; and 

~HfREAS, the constructio~ of a dam and reservoir on the 

Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in 

-2- HJR 21 
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excellent lake and strea• fishinq, and the proposed 

development would enhance the overall fishery value of the 

area by greatly improving the streamflow patterns in the Sun 

River; and 

HHEREASr the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton 

unit could be made available for industrial development, and 

such development would be beneficial to the growth and 

econo~y of Montana; and 

WHERE*ST~he-hydree+eet~~-p~~+s+-e+-e- daM en ~ 

ea+n--~-e+-~--5-ttrt--R-i-..e~-eeto+~--tle-~++~d-U.--l'lrip 

e++e.+e~e-~he-e~~y-e~+~+~-+eeeft-by-the-~n+~--st~~--&n~ 

~e-he+p-de+t"ey-~-e~-of'-'tfte~om-l'~-uMt-t-en~ 

WHEREASy--e--dependeb+e-~u~y-8?-~~et"ed-w~et"-wea+d-be 

bene++e+e+-~-t.,.,_,._eet"eh-tlftd de• e+epwtent---ee-itlftd--w+-th 

the--me~neteh~~Y""~~-p~t-be+~~tte~ed-+n-Kentene~ 

end 

WHEREAS, it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to use Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water rights to the demands of downstream 

users in other st~tes where water is appropriated to a 

21 beneficial use, prior in time; and 

22 WHEREAS, the Sun-Teton unit would benefit the people of 

23 Montana and was considered by thE Bureau of Reclamation and 

24 Department of the Interior prior to the development of the 

25 energy crisis and the present depressed economy. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

Of R~PR~SENTAfiVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Th>t the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the 

Energy Research and Gevelop~ent Administration to make an 

i~medi~te update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri 

River Basin Project in light of present economic, social, 

and technological conditions. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State is 

instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member 

of the Montana Congressional Delegation, the Secretary of 

the Interior, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for 

Land and Water Resources, the Director of the Bureau of 

Reclamation, the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri 

Re~ional Field Office of the Bureau of Recla~tiono the 

Administrator of the Energy Research and Development 

Administration, and the Count~ Co~missioners of Cascade and 

Teton cauntie'l.. 

-End-

-4- HJR Zl 
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HOUSE JDI~T RESOLUTION NO. 21 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA, ~DOREr O'CDNNEllr J. GUNDERSON, MEYER, 

KE.~Yt RY~N, GILLIGAN, PISTCRIA, O'KEEFE, HURWITZ, TROPILA 

A JOI~T r·.ESOLUTIO~I OF THE SENATE A"lD THE HOUSE OF 

KtPRESt~T,TIVES Qf THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE 

9UREAU OF RECLAMATION AND Tf-l!c ENERGY RE~fAt<.CH AND 

DEVELOP MPH ADMIN! STRATI ON TO STUDY THf SUN-TETON UN IT OF 

THb :-IISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT IN liGHT OF PRESENT 

ECCNO~IC, SOCIAL, AND TECHNOLOGICAl CONDITIONS. 

WH~REAS, the need for flood control and irrin~tion 

develaoment is critical for the continued growth of urban 

ca~munity and aqrictilture in ~ontdna and has been revealPd 

hy sev<->re spr ina floods and summer drouohts; .~nd 

WHFREAS, the climatic ~nd soil conditions of Cascade 

anc l~ton counti~s are such that irrioated land produces a 

hiqh orooortion of the total value of the crops; and 

~HE~EAS, the e~~~en~ ~~ plans for the Sun-Teton 

unit. wou 1 d Provide ~ttft-t--e+~f'lt:-M""'t~r-1:-o-br-i-1'1~-~.,..n-,.:-~""U~t~+y 

~eTeae-~ere~-of--new--+~ri--~~~-+rr+~o~ed--e~eri~~+en--end 

erev~~~--~-"u~r~"t~~d-"~t·r-~p~+y-~e-+o"d~-w+t"-odj~d+e~ted 

~~t~r--~+~Mt~y--+~nd--e+e+m~n~--~"--~~+~t+n~---r+~~---~+"~~ 

e~ud~~et+e"--ef--the--~n--~+verT--~nri-+~"d-reee+v+nn-wete~ 

~nd~r-~~~~+t~-f~~tt~~-tin~~~-a~e"Te"~-~~t~-H~~~etu~-o+--+~"d 
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nre~ent+y--+r~+~~ted-hut-w~th-+nedeeuet~-weter-~~++~~~and 

~~f8N-f8R-~*iSfi~§-ttA!tft=fti6HfS-AS~t=-ti!2--A88iftBHA~ 

Wti!UR 5jBRJ\6t -FeR (;88!' PRSWfUSfj-t ;6;N8 5!:!fHHE!H .ltAll.ILIQ 

ruu.t:1!i Ufli~ SEVERAL THO\IS!\ND ACRES OF NEW 

Li\NP INTO IRRIG!\TEP PRODUCTION AND PKOYIPE A &ij*ft*Htff8 ~ 

DEPENDABLE WATER SUPPlY TO LANQS WITH AQJUQICATEO WATER 

RIGHTS, LANQ_LLAl~ING AN ~NG BIGHT SINCE AQJUDICATION 

Of THE SUN RIYERt AND LAND RECEIYING WATER UNDER PERMITS 

ISSUEQ UNQFR HMQNTANA WATER USE ACT•, Of LANQ PRESENTLY 

IRRIGATED BUT WITH INAQEOUAIE HATER SUPPLIES; AND 

WHEREAS, the economy of ~ontana is enhanced by a more 

stable fa~m income, and the stable farm income resulting 

from this Sun-Teton unit would provide mo~e predictable 

investment conditions in the towns of Simms, Fort Shaw, Sun 

River, Yauohn, Manchester, ano lower Sun River as well as 

flood control for urban development; and 

WHEREAS, the need exists for increased control of 

riverflows durino periods of heavy spring runoff which flood 

the Sun River and its tributaries and have continuously 

caused damaoe to farm land. irriqation, communication and 

transportation facilities. urban communities, and other 

im~rnve~ents alonD the strea~s; recorded costs are over 24 

millicn dollars to drtte and damages caused by the floods 

would be much oreater now than at the time of occurrence 

b~cause of increased development and hioher property values; 

F I N A L p R I N T 1 N G HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND SENATE -2- HJR 21 
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and 

wHE~EAS, the Sun River is considered by many neoole to 

be among the finest fishing streams in Montana. and in many 

years very low flows durino late summer months and hioh 

turbid flows durin~ sprino months have limited fishin 0 ; and 

WHEREAS, the construction of a dam and reservoir on the 

Sun River as an element of the Sun-Teton unit will result in 

excellent lake and stream fishinq, and the oroposed 

development would enh3nce the overall fishery value of the 

area by greatly improving the streamflow oatterns in the Sun 

River; and 

WHEREAS, the water stored as a result of the Sun-Teton 

unit could be made available for industrial development, and 

such development would be beneficial to the Qrowth and 

economy of Montana; and 

WH£REAS.--~he--hye~o~~+~-~e~~~+~+-e+-~-eft-~ne 

mefn-§~em-ef--th~--Sun--~+we~-eett+e--be--H~+++ree--te--ne+~ 

e++ev+e~e--~e--ene~~y-e~+~+~-+eeee-by-the-~n+tee-s~~e~-eme 

~e-he+"-def~ey-~he-ee~~~-ef-~-Sun-Te~en-uft+~~-end 

WHEREASy-e-derendeb+e-~H~~+y-ef-~~e~ed-Wftte~--weu+e--be 

ben~t+e+e+--te--the-~eeee~eft-en~deve+e~t-~e~+etee-w+tn 

the-me~ne~ehyd~eeynem+e-"~ejeet-be+ne-eendHetee-+ft--~ent~e~ 

end 

WHERf:AS, THE Hl!)RQEL ECJP. IC POIENIIA.L_Of A DA!' Q'::LIJ:lE 

.tl.A.lN STEI'. Of _IJ:It_SUN RIVER .c..P.\.!l..lL_l.lL_l.!llLl.ll.!L___lL--l:!f..L.P 
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ALLEVIATE THE ENERGY CRISIS FACED BY THE UHLJEO STATES ANQ 

IiLHll£_ll:t.f.liAY._I..tf.E._Ul.s..I S D F TH E--.SW::i:=IilQlLUJ:il~.Q 

WHEREAS, A DEPENDABLE SUPPLY-Qf STQREO WATER ~~ 

BENEfiCIAL TO THE RESEARCH ANQ QEVELQPMENT ASSOClATED WITH 

I!:fL1:1A_i<NdOHYUBQDYNAHI C PROJECLb.Elll.C.-1:mim!UULllL MONTANA; 

AWl 

~HEREAS, it is beco~inq apparent that if Montanans do 

not plan to usa Montana water for their own benefit, they 

will lose the water 

users in other states 

b~neficial ·use~ prior 

riohts to the demands of downstream 

where water 

in time; and 

is approoriated to a 

WHEkEAS, the Sun-Teton unit would benefit thP oeople of 

Montana and was considered by the Bureau of Reclamation and 

Department of the Interior prior to the development of the 

en~rqv crisis and the present depressed economy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RfSOLVED BY THE SENATE A~D THE HOU~c 

OF RE~RESENT~TIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Senate and House of RepresentatiV€S of the 

State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the 

Ener~y Research and O~v~lnnment Ad"inist~atjoo to ~ake an 

immedi?te update study on the Sun-Teton unit of the Missouri 

River Basin Project in 1 iQht of prPsent economic. social. 

and technoloqical conditions. 

~E IT fURTHER RESOLVED• that the Secretary of State is 

-4- HJR 21 
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instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member 

2 of the Montana Congressional Delegation, the Secretary of 

3 the in•Prior, the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for 

4 Land and w~ter Resources, the Director of the Bureau of 

Reclamatio;l• the Reqional Director of the Upper Missouri 

b Reqion~l field Dffice of the Bureau of ReclaMation, the 

Aciminist...-ator of the tnergy Research and Development 

6 Administration, and the County Commissioners of Cascade and 

9 Tet')" counties. 

-End-

_..,_ 
f-'JR 21 


