45th Legislature

1

iw
.

Fith:
7
o

LC 0997701

JOINT RESOLUTION NOD.
INTRODUCED 3Y

A JOINT RESDLUTId& oF IHE SENATE AN HIUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING THE FIRM
OPPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MONTANA TO THE PROPUSED
CLGSING OF YHE BILLINGSe MONTANAs SOCIAL SECURITY GFFICE AND

REQUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAT OFFICE.

WHEREASy there are more than 100,000 Montanans
receiving some form of monthly Social Security payments at
this time; and

WHEREASs many recipients have been forced to appeal to
the Social Security Administration for ad justment of
benefits; and

WHEREASs these appeals are very complex and take much
time; and

WHEREASy in the paste these cases were handled from
Denvery Colorados with entirely unsatisfactory results and
delays up to 3 years in duration; and

AHEREASy the Montans Aging Services Bureau and the
Montana Congressional Delegation were able to prevail upon
the Social Security Administration to move an Administrative
Judge to Billingss Montanas so that cases could be heard on

a current basis; and
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WHEREASy the Billings office has done an outstanding
job in the past 2 years; and

WHEREASy the Social Security Administration is now
considering closing this office and again servicing Montana
from Denvers Spokanes or North Dakotaj; and

WHEREASs this would once again make it wvirtually
impossidle for the average Montanan to have a hearing within

a reascnable time.

NOWs THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Legislature expresses its firm
opposition to the closing of the office of the Social
Security Administration Sureauv of Hearings and Appeals in
Billings and requests reversal of any decision that may have
been made to close the offices

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that copies of this resolution
be sent immediately upon passage to mempers of the Montana
Congressional Delegation; Senator Frank Churcih; the
President of the United Statessy Jimmy Carter; and the
Director of the Social Security Administratione

-End-
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Approved by Committee
on State Administration
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A  JOINT RESCLUTIAON OF THE SENATE AND THE HIUSE oF

INTRODULED JY

P

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING YHE FIRM
OPPOSITION OF THE LeGISLATURE OF MONTANA TG THE PROPOSED
CLGSING OF THE BILLINGSe MGNTANAe SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE AND

REQUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAY DFFICE.

WHEREAS s there are more than 1004000 Montanans
receiving some form of monthly Social Secunity payments at
this time; and

WHEREASs many recipients have been forced to appeal to
the Social Security Administration for ad justment of
benefits; and

WHEREASs these appeals are very complex and take much
time; and

WHEREASy in the paste these cases were handied from
Denvere Colorados with entirely unsatisfactory results and
delays up to 3 years in duration; and

AHEREASs the Montana Aging Services Bureau and the
Montana (Conaressional Delegation were able to prevail upon
the Social Security Administration to move an Administrative
Judge to Billingses Montanas so that cases could be heard on

3 current basis; and
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WHEREASe the Billings office has done an outstanding
job in the past 2 years; and

WHEREASs the Social Security Administration is now
considering closing this office and again servicing Montana
from Denvery Spokanes or North Dakota; and

WHEREASs this would once again make it virtually
impossible for the average Montanan to have 2 hearing within

a reasonable time.

NOWs THEREFOREs B3E IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Legislature expresses its firm
opposition to the <closing of the office of the Social
Security Administration Bureau of Hearings and Appeals in
Billings and requests reversal of any decision that may have
been made tc close the offices

8E 1Y FURTHER RESOLVEDs that copies of this resolution
be sent immediately upon passage to members of the Montana
Congressional Delegation; Senator Frank Church; the
President of the United Statess Jimmy Carter; and the
Director of the Social Security Administratione

-End-
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February 3, 1977

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Senate State Administration

That House Joint Resolution No. 13, be amended as follows:

1. Amend title, line 7.

Following: "THE"

Insert: "BUREAU OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS, SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,"

2. Amend page 2, line 13.
Following: "closing of the"
Insert: "Montana"

3. Aamend page 2, line 13.
Following: "office of the"
Insert: "Bureau of Hearings and Appeals,”

4. Amend page 2, lines 14 through 1lé6.
Following: "Administation"

Strike: 1lines 14 through 16

Insert: ", Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and to
BXxRX35 the servicing of Montana from outside the state of Montana,
and requests reversal of any decision that may have heretofore been
made to close said office and the entry of a final decision to retain
said office."

i

5. Amend page 2, line 18.
Following: "to"
Strike: "members of"

6. Amend page 2, line 18,
Following: "the"

Strike: "Montana Congressional Delegation; Senator Frank Church;"
Insert: "following:"

7. Awmend page 2, line 20.

Following: "Carter;"

Strike: "and"

Insert: "each member of the Montana Congressional Delegation; Senatox

Frank Church; the Secretary of the Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare;"

8. Amend page 2, line 21.

Following: “Admlnlstratlon
Insert: "; the Regional Comm1551oner of Social Security, Denver, Colorado

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NOe. 13
INTRODUCED BY PALMERs HUENNEKENSy KESSLERy
JOHNSTONs BRANDy COURTNEYe HANSENs METCALFe VINCENT,
UDHEe DASSINGERy ESTENSONs COONEYs GERKEy GOULDe GUNDERSODNe

HOLMESy ELLISy FRATESy HIRSCHy DUSSAULTs FAGGe RAMERIZs PORTER

A JOINT RESGLUTIDON OF THE SENATE AND THE  HOUSE  OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING THE FIRM
OPPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE DF MDNTANA TO THE PROPOSED
CLOSING OF THE DBUREAU OF HEARINGS AND APPEXLSs SOCIAL
SECURITY XAOMINISTRATIONs OEPARTMENT _OF HEALIH< EQUCATIQNs
AMD - WELFAREs BILLINGSs MONTANMAy SOCIAL SECURIFY OFFICE AND

REQUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAY OFFICE.

WHEREASe there are wmore than 100+000 Montanans
receiving some forwm of monthly Sociai Security payments at
this time; and

WHEREASy many recipients have been forced to appeal to
the Soctal Security Adasinistration for adjustment of
benefits; and

WHEREASs these appeals arza very coaplex and take much
time; and

WHEREASs in the pasts these cases were handled from
Denvers Colorados with entirely unsatisfactory results and

delays up to 3 years in duration; and
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WHEREASy the Montana Aging Services Bureau and the
Montana Congressional Delegation were able to prevail upon
the Social Security Administration to move an Administrative
Judge to Billingss Montanas so that cases could be heard on
a current basis; and

WHEREASy the Billings office has done an outstanding
job in the past 2 years; and

WHEREASy the Social Security Administration is now
considering closing this office and again servicing Montana
from Denversy Spokanes or North Dakota; and

WHEREASs this would once again make it virtually
impossible for the averdge Montanan to have a hearing within

a reasonable time.

NOWy THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Legislature expresses its Firam
opposition to the closing of the MONIANMA office of the
BUREAY - OF HEARINGS AND  APPEALS. Sccial Security
Administration Bureau-of-Hearings—and——ippents—in——Bitiings
end-—requests——reversoalt—of——spy-decision—that-ney-have—been
wade—to—close—the—efficer DEPARTMENT OF HEALIHs EQUCATIONS
AND WELFAREy AND TO THE SERVICING OF MONVANA FROM QUTSIDE

IH T F A R SA F

IHAY MAY HAVE HEREYOFORE BEEN MADE TQ CLOSE SAID DFEICE AND

—2- HJR 13
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BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEDs that copies of this resolution
be sent immediately upon passage to members-of the Montanas
Eongressional-Betegationi-Senator—Frank——€Ehurcent FOLLONING:
the President of the United Statess Jimmy Carter: and £ACH

M M AL - H R
FRANK CHURCHS THE SECRETARY QF THE DEPARTMENY OF HEALTH,.
EDUCAVIONs AND MELFARE: the Director of the Social Security
Administrationi _ THE _REGIONAL COMMISSIQNER OF SJCIAL
SECURIVYs DENVERs COLORAQU.

—-End-
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