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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSI~G THE FIRH 

OPPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MJNTANA TO THE PROPOSED 

CLOSING OF THE BILLINGS, MONTANA, SOCIAL SECURITY OFFIC~ ANO 

REQUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAT OFFICE. 

WHEREAS, there aTe more than 100.000 Montanans 

receiving some form of monthly Social Security payments at 

this t.ime; and 

WHEREAS, many recipients have been forced to appeal to 

the Social Security Administration for adjustment of 

benefits; and 

WHEREAS, these avpeals are very complex and take much 

time; and 

WHEREAS, in the past, these cases were handled from 

Oenver, Colorado• with entirely unsatisfactory results and 

delays up to 3 years in duration; and 

AHEREAS, the Hontand Aging Services Bureau and the 

Montana Congressional Delegation were able to prevail upon 

Z3 the Social Security Administration to move an Administrative 

24 Judge to Billings, Montana, so that cases could be hearj on 

25 a current basis; and 
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1 WHEREAS, the Billin9s office has done an outstandin~ 

2 job in the past 2 years; and 

3 WHEREAS, the Social Security Adllli ni stra-ti on is now 

4 considering closing this office and again servicing Montana 

5 from Denver, Spokane, or North Dakota; and 

0 WHEREAS, this would once again make it virtually 

7 impossi~le for the average Montanan to have a hearing within 

B a reasonable time. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

ll OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HDNTANA: 

12 That the Montana Legislature expresses its firm 

13 opposition to the closing of the office of the Social 

14 Security Ad~inistration Bureau of Hearings and Appeals in 

15 Billings and requests reversal of any decision that may have 

lb been made to close the office. 

17 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution 

13 be sent immediately upon passage to memoers of the Montana 

19 Congressional Delegati on; Senator Frank Church; the 

20 President of the United States• Jim•y Carter; and the 

21 Director of the Social Security Administration. 
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RESOLUTION frF THE SENATE AND THE H'JUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING THE FIRH 

OPPOSITION Of' THE U:GISLATURE OF HiJNTAttA TO THE PROPOSED 

CLOSING OF THE lllLLHiGSo ~uNTANA, SOCIAl SECURITY uFFIC!:' ANO 

ReQUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAT OFFICE. 

WHEREAS, there a~e more than 100,000 Montanans 

receiving some form of ~onthly Social Secu~ity payments at 

this time; and 

WHEREAS, many recipients have been forced to appeal to 

the Social Security Administration for adjustment of 

benefits; and 

WHEREAS, these appeals are very complex and take much 

time; .and 

'.IHEP.EAS, in the past • these cases were hand I ed from 

Oenvero Colorado• with entirely unsatisfactory results and 

delays up to 3 years in duration; and 

AHEREAS, the Montana Aging Services Bu~eau and th2 

Montana Congressional Delegation were able to prevail upon 

23 the Social Security Administration to move an Administrative 

24 Judge to Billings, ~ontana, so that cases could be heard on 

25 a current basis; and 
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WHEREAS, the B i 11 i ngs office has done an out standi ny 

2 job in the past 2 years; and 

3 WHEREAS, the Social Security Administration is now 

4 considering closing this office and again servicing Montana 

5 from Denver, Spokane, or ~orth Dakota; and 

6 WHEREAS, this would once again make it virtually 

7 impossible for the average Montanan to have a hearing within 

8 a reasonable time. 

9 

10 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

11 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

12 That the Montana Legislature expresses its fir., 

l3 opposition to the closing of the office of the Social 

14 Security Administration Bureau of Hearings and Appeals in 

15 Billings and requests reversal of any decision that may have 

lb been made to close the office. 

11 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that copies of this resolution 

13 be sent immediately upon ~assage to memoers of the Montana 

19 Congres's i onal Delegation; Senator Frank Church; the 

20 President of the United States, Jimmy Carter; and the 

21 Director of the Social Security Administration. 

-End-
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REI'ilE~ENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING THE FIRM 

OPPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MJNTAJtA THE ro PROPOSED 

CLOSING Of THE ~ILLINGS• MUNTANA• SOCIAL SECURITY uFFIC= ANO 

RiCUESTING REVERSAL OF ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAT OFFICE. 

WHERE AS • 100,000 there than Kontanans are .ore 

rec~iving so•e for• of •o~hly Social Secunit.y pay-nt.s at. 

E this tiee; and 

ll WHEREAS• •any recipients have been forced to appeal to 

1 .. the Social Security Adainistration for adjust•ent of 

15 benet its.; and 

16 WHEREAS• these appeals are very coaplex and take •uch 

17 t:i~ne; and 

18 wHEREAS, in the past. these cases were handled fro• 

19 oe~ver, Colorado, with entirely unsatisfactory results and 

20 delays up to 3 years in duration; and 

21 •HEREASt the Montana Aging Services Bureau and the 

22 Montana Con~ressional Delegation were able to prevail upon 

23 the Social Security Adainistration to .ave an Adeinistrative 

24 Judge to Billings, ~ontanao so that cases could be heard on 

25 a current basis; and 
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WHEREAS, the Billings office has done an outstanding 

job_ in the past 2 years; and 

WHEREASt the Social Security Adeinistration is now 

considering closing this office and again servicing Montana 

froa Denver. Spokane, or ltort.h Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, this would once again aake it virtually 

iapossi~le for the avera9e Montanan to have a hearing within 

a reasonable ti•e• 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MO.NTANA: 

That. the Montana Legislature expresses its fir• 

opposit-ion to t.he closing of the office of the Social 

Security Ad•inistration Bureau of Hearings and Appeals in 

Billings and requests reversal of any decision that •ay have 

been aade to close the office. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEOt that copies of this resolution 

be sent ia•ediately upon passage to menbers of the Montana 

Congres"sional Del egat.ion; Senator Frank Church; the 

President of the United States, Ji••y Carter; and the 

Director of the Social Security Ad•lnlstration. 

-End-
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February 3, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Senate State Administration 

That House Joint Resolution No. 13, be amended as follows: 

1. Amend title, line 7. 
Following: "THE" 
Insert: "BUREAU OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS, SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE," 

2. Amend page 2, line 13. 
Following: "closing of the" 
Insert: "Montana" 

3. Amend page 2, line 13. 
Following: "office of the" 
Insert: "Bureau of Hearings and Appeals," 

4. Amend page 2, lines 14 through 16. 
Following: "Administation" 
Strike: lines 14 through 16 
Insert: ", Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and to 
~~~ the servicing of Montana from outside the state of Montana, 
and requests reversal of any decision that may have heretofore been 
made to close said office and the entry of a final decision to retain 
said office." 

5. Amend page 2, line 18. 
Following: "to" 
Strike: 11 members of" 

6. Amend page 2, line 18. 
Following: "the" 
Strike: "Montana Congressional Delegation; Senator Frank Church;" 
Insert: "following:" 

7. Amend page 2, line 20. 
Following: "Carter;" 
Strike: "and" 
Insert: "each member of the Montana Congressional Delegation; Senator 
Frank Church; the Secretary of the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare;" 

8. Amend page 2, line 21. 
Following: "Administration" 
Insert: "; the Regional Commissioner of Social Security, Denver, Colorado" 

AND AS SO AMENDED, BE CONCURRED IN 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 13 

INTRODUCED BY PALMERo HUENNEKENSo KESSLER, 

JOHHSTONo BRAND, COURTNEY, HANSEN, METCALF, VINCENT, 

UOHEo DASSINGERo ESTENSON, COONEYo GERKE, GOULOo GUNDERSON, 

HOLMES, ELLIS, FRATES, HIRSCH, DUSSAULTo FAGGt RAMERIZo PORTER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EXPRESSING THE FIRM 

OPPOSITION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF MONTANA TO THE PROPOSED 

CLOSING OF THE BUREAU ·oF HEARINGS AND &pPE!LSt SQ(IAL 

SECURITY AQMINJSTRATIQHi OEPARJM£NJ . Of HfALJHa EQUCAIIQNw 

AND. HELF48E• BILLINGSo MONTAHAo SOCIAL SECURIFY OFFICE AND 

REQUESTING REVERSAL Of ANY DECISION TO CLOSE THAT OFFICE. 

WHEREAS, there are .ore than 1DOoOOO Montanans 

receiving so•e form of •onthly Social Security pay•ents at 

this time; and 

WHEREAS, many recipients have been forced to appeal to 

the Social Security Ad•inistration for adjust-ant of 

benefits; and 

WHEREAS, these appeals are very co•plex and take much 

time; and 

WHEREAS, in the past, these cases were handled from 

Denver, Colorado, with entirely unsatisfactory results and 

delays up to 3 years in duration; and 
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WHEREAS, the Montana Aging Services Bureau and the 

Montana Congressional Delegation were able to prevail upon 

the Social Security Ad~lnistratlon to .ave an Ad•inistratlve 

Judge to Billings, Montana, so that cases could be heard on 

a current basis> and 

WHEREAS, the Billings office has done an outstanding 

job in the past Z years; and 

WHEREAS, the Social Security Ad~inistration Is now 

considering closing this office and again servicing Montana 

fro• Denver, Spokane, or North Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, this would once again •ake it virtually 

impossible for the average Montanan to have a hearing ~ithin 

a reasonable tiee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Montana Legislature expresses its fir• 

opposition to the closing of the MQNTANA office of the 

BuREAU · OF HEARINGS AND APPEAlSo Social Security 

Administration ~ea-o+-Hear~-end--*Ppea+s--~-Bf++~ftgS 

eftd--r~ests--~~8+--e+--~eee+s~on-~et-•ey-heve-been 

eeee to elose the eff+eeo OEfARIMENf OF HEA1IHo ·eoucATIONo 

ANP WElfARE, AND TO !HE SERVICING Of HON!ANA EBOH OUTSIDE 

THE STATE Qf KONJANAo AND REQuESTS REYER$Al QF ANY pECISION 

!HAT MAY HAVE HERETQFQRE BEEN MAPE IQ CLQSE SAID OFFICE AND 

-l- HJR 13 
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THE ENTRY OF A FINAl DECISION TO RETAIN SAID OFFICE. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDt that copies of this resolution 

3 be sent immediately upon passage to •e•bers-o+ the Mont~e 

4 ~eftgress+eft8+-9e~et+~-5eneter-Freftk--€httren• FOLLOWING: 

5 the President of the United States• Jimmy Carter; 8ftd ~ALH 

6 KEMBER OF THE "MONTANA CONGRESSIONAL "DELEGATION; SENATOR 

1 fRANK CHURCHi THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPAR1!1ENI PE HEALTH• 

8 EDUCATION• ANQ WELFARE; the Director of the Social Security 

9 Adcinistrationi THE REGIONAL COHMISSIQNER OF SOCIAL 

10 SECURITY• QENYER• COL PRADO, 

-End-
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