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A JOINT RESOLUTlON ssiare AND THE f HOUSE

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND P
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION YO STUDY THE JEFFERSON—WHITEHALL ﬁ I
UNRIT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECLT IN LIGHY OF PRESENt
ECONOMIL, SOCIALs AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONDITIONS. %”1
N

WHEREASy the need for watershed and Cﬁ;@?}ga i

development is critical for the continued growth of
agriculture in Montana and has been revealed by severe
summer droughts; and

WHEREAS the climatic and soil conditions of
Broadwaters Jeffersons and Madison counties are such that
irrigated land produces a high proportion of the total vatue
cf the crops; and

WHEREASs the current plans for the Jefferson—whitehall
Unit would provide sufficient water to bring approximetely
504000 acres of new land into irrigated production and
provide a supplemental water supply to approximately 15,000
zcres of land presently irrigated but with inadequate water

supplies; and

WHEREASs the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more
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stable farm incomes and the stable farm income resulting
from ¢this Jefferson-Whitehall Unit would provide more
predictable investment conditions in the towns of Tostons
Three Forkss Townsends Willow Creeksy Cardwells Whitehallys
Twin Bridgess and DiTlon; and

WHEREASs the need exists for increased control of river
flows during periods of heavy spring runoff which flood the
Jefferson River and its tributaries and have frequently
caused damage to farm Vandy irrigations communication and
transportation facilitiesy and other improvements along thé
streams; and

WHEREASS the Big Hole and Jefferson Rivers are
considered by many people to be among the finest fishing
streams in Montanas and in wmany years very low flows during
late summer months and high turbid flows during spring
months have limited fishing on both streams; and

WHEREASy the construction of the Reichle Dam andg
Reservoir as an element of the Jefferson-Whitehall Unit will
result in exceltent l3ke and stream fishings and the
oroposed development would enhance the overall fishery value
of the arza by greatly improving the streamflow patternse
especially those in the Jefferson River; and

WHEREASy thz water stored as a result of the
Jefferson—-whitehall unit

could be mads available for

industrial developmenty and such development would be
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beneficial to the growth and economy of Montana; and

WHEREASs the hydroelectric potential of Reichle Dam
could be utilized to help . alleviate the energy crisis faced
by the United States and to help defray the costs of the
Jefferson—Whitehall uUnit; and

WHEREASs a dependable supply of stored water would be
beneficial to the research and development associated with
the magnetohydrodynamic project being conducted in Montana;
and

WHEREASs it is becoming apparent that if Montanans do
not plan to use Montana water for their own benefits they
wilT lose the water rights to the dewmands of downstream
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial uses prior in time; and

WHEREAS s the Jefferson—-Whitehall Unit would benefit the
people of Montana and was considered by the Bureau of
Reclamation and the Department of the Interior prior to the
development of the energy crisis and the present depressed

economye.

NOWs THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana regquest the Bureau of Reclamation and the

Energy Research and Development Administration to study the
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Jefferson—-Mhitehall Unit of the Missouri River Basin Project
in 1ight of present economices socialy and technological
conditionse.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resplution to each member
of the Montana Congressional Delegations the Secretary of
the Interiores the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Land and wWater Resourcess the Director of the Sureau of
Reclamations the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri
Region Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamations the
Administrataoar of the Energy Research and Development
Administrations and the County Commissioners of Broadwaters
Jeffersons and Madison countiese

—End—
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND F
DEVELOPHMENT ADMINISTRATION TO STUDY THE JEFFERSON-WHITEHALL ﬁ 5

UNIT OF THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PROJECT IN LIGHT OF PRESENY e

Hand

ECONDMICy SOCIALy AND TECHNOLOGICAL CONDITIONS.

WHEREASs the need for watershed and @al

development is critical for the continued growth of
agriculture in Montana and has been revealed by severe
summer droughts; and

WHEREAS the climatic and soil conditions of
Broadwaters Jeffersony and Madison counties are such that
irrigated tand produces a high proportion of the total wvalue
of the crops; and

WHEREASs the current plans for the Jefferson-whitehall
Unit would provide sufficient water to bring approximately
50,000 acres of new land into irrigated production and
provide a supplemental water supply to approximately 154000
acres of 1and presently irrigated but with inadequate water

supplies; and

WHEREASs the economy of Montana is enhanced by a more
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stable farm. incomey and the stable farm income resulting
from this Jefferson-whitehall - Unit would provide  more
predictable: investment conditions in the towns of Tostons
Three Forkss Townsends Willow Creeks Cardwelly HWhitehalls
Twin Bridgess and Billon; and

WHEREASs the need exists for increased control of river
flows -during periods of heavy spring runoff which fiood the
Jef ferson River and . its tributaries and have frequently
caused damage to farm lands irrigations communication and
transportation facilitiesy and other improvements along - the
streams; and

WHEREAS the Big Hole: and Jefferson Rivers are
considered by many people to be among the finest fishing
streams - in Montanas and in many years very low flows during
late summer months and high turbid flows -during spring
months have limited fishing on both streams; and

WHEREASs the construction of the Reichle Dam and
Reservoir as an element of the Jefferson-Whitehall unit will
result -in excellent lake and stream fishings and the
proposed development would enhance the overall fishery value
of the area by greatly improving the streamflow patternsy
especially those in the Jefferson River; and

WHEREASy+ the water stored as a result of the
Jef ferson—-whitehall unit

could be made ‘availablte for

industrial developmenty and such development would be
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beneficial to the growth and economy of Montana; and

WHEREASy the hydroelectric potential of Reichle Dam
could be utilized to help.alleviate the energy crisis faced
by the United States and to help defray the costs of the
Jefferson-whitehall .Unit; and

WHEREASy a dependable supply of stored water would be
beneficial to the research and development associated with
the magnetohydrodynamic project being conducted in Montana;
and

WHEREASs it is becoming apparent that if Montanans -do
not plan to use Montana water for their own benefits they
wilT -lose the water irights to the demands of downstream
users in other states where water is appropriated to a
beneficial uses prior in time; and

WHEREASy the Jefferson—Whitehall Unit would benefit the
people of Montana and was considered by the Bureau of
Reclamation and the Department of the Interior prior to the
development of the energy crisis and the present depressed

economye

NOW, THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE MHOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That +the Senate and House of Representatives of the
State of Montana request the Bureau of Reclamation and the

Energy Research and Development Administration to study the
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Jefferson-Whitehall Unit of the Missouri River Basin Project
in light of present economicy sociale and  technological
conditionse

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of State is
instructed to send a copy of this resolution to each member
of the Montana Congressional Delegationy the Secretary of
the Interiors the Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Land and Water Resourcess the Director of the Bureau of
Rectamations the Regional Director of the Upper Missouri
Reqgion Field Office of the Bureau of Reclamations the
Administrator of the Enerqgy Research and Development
Administrationy - and the County Commissioners of Broadwater,
Jeffersons and Madison countiese

~£End-
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