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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 4 

INTRODUCED BY LYNCH, HAZELBAKER 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN ITS PROCEEDINGS, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decorum, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the senate is the 

president and the presiding officer of the house of 

representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quorum, and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

presiding officer, of each house shall preserve order and 

decorum, and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 
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may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, chamber, rooms, passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. 

Reporters on assignment in either house are subject to 

placement by the presiding officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any member 

seconded by two other members. No member may speak more 

than once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of 

the house of which he is a member. 

1-5. When a member desires to speak ne shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. Wilen two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. lfuen a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until tile presiding officer determines w~1etner he 

is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

words spoken in debate, the language ~xceptea to shall be 

taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: first, those 

affecting the collective rights, safety, di~nity, and 
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inte,gr.its of ·_tae ,px.oeee...~ngs of ei thar no use; anc. s"conu., 

.t:.haae .affecting the .rignts, reputation and conO.uct of 

:.tndivic.:ual members of either nouse in ti"•eir ca,:.acity as 

illeJIIberS • A question of ~rivilege affectins either house 

co;.lac.tively takes ~recedence over a question of privilege 

affecting an individual member. 

~-ti. The presiding .officer of each house shall sign all 

subpgenas approved or .issued by ti1e hous.e .over wni.cn he 

~esides. 'I'he business manager and the j)residing officer 

wil~ co-sign all payro~ls. 

1-S. (~) A communication or paper shall he .addresseD. to 

the presiding officer, and shall bear the name of the person 

su.biui tting it. When the reading of a paper is callea for 

and a member objects, it shall be deterrnineu by a vote of 

the house without debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills, or to communications from the governor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the members .or cirC1llated within. 

the chamber unless the person responsible h..s signee; it and 

l.as received _permission from the presiding officer to 

distribute it in t.\e hous:e concerned. 

1-10. ilhen the presiding officer .is a member of .the 

hou.&e Gver ~h ae is presiding . he -shall ~te as . any other 

membe:r;, anC. may not vote a second time. 
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CriAPTl:.R 2 

Meetings, Quorums anc Attendance 

2-'1. 1·he hour- of meeting of the ..senate is 1:30 p.m. 

unless otherwise ordered by tne senate. Tbe nour of meeting 

of the house of representatives is 1:30 p.m. W'lless 

otherwise ordered by the house. 

2-2. Lobbying on the floor of the senate or house of 

.representatives -is prohibited D-uring tile session anC: :witi1iP. 

~ne hour prior to the com.encement of a ~ession and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment . 

2-:3. "The sessions of the legislature and of the 

committee of the .w;lole, all CC>IIlltlittee meetings, a no all 

hearinqs shall be open to tile public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. V, Sec. 10(3)). 

2-4. Neither house shall, wit.wut t;le consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for more than three oays, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art v, Sec. 10(5)). 

2~5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business, but a ama1ler nwaber 111ay adjourn from day to 

day, ana compel the attendance of absent members, in sucl1 

manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(2)). 

2-6. Unless he is excusea, a l8€lllber of the house or 

senate shall be present at every sitting of the bouse of 
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which he is a member. 

2-7. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of_ meniliers 

present in either house may compel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

members. 

2-8. If a quorum is present, five members of the senate 

may order a call of the senate, and fifteen members of the 

house of representatives may order a call of the house. 

2-9. On a call of either house, a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such members present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent member is secured 

after a call of either house, if the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not b~ paid 

any per ~iem during his absence and is liable for the 

expenses incurred in procuring his attendance. 

2-10. During a ~all of either house, all business of 

that house shall be suspended. After a call has teen 

ordered no motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or 

remove the call. The call may be removed by a two-thirds 

vote. 

2-11. If either house is in session upon a given day, 

whether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legislative day, 

ChAPTER 3 
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Legislative Employees 

3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the compensation 

of the officers and employees of each house by joint 

resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees and no payment snall be made from the 

state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person, except to an acting officer or employee elected or 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. Except as provided in Joint Rule 3-3 and Joint 

Rule 3-4, the business manager, subject to the supervision 

of the committee on legislative administration of each house 

and subject to the ap~roval of the respective houses, shall 

be responsible for personnel. 

3-3. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall appoint secretaries for standing or special 

committees on recommendation of the committee chairman, 

subject to the approval of the respective houses. A 

secretary for a standing or special committee is immediately 

responsible to the committee chairman, but wilen not occupied 

with the duties of a committee, shall work under the 

direction of the chief stenograpl1er of each house. The 

director of the Legislative Services Division of the 

Legislative Council shall hire all engrossing ani.i enrolling 

typists anu proofreaders. 

3-4, The presiding officer and tne majority and 
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llltmn•tty lloor J..eadal: of each house may eacn appoint a 

It&:illllllalC.a secZJailiaq. 

3--s., 'l'.fie ·secretary of the senate· and chief clerk of the 

~ of J:epl'e&ent<U:.i- are responsible to the presiding 

oC'fi:oer-S ~ their z:espective houses. Their duties are: 

(a) 'Do have custody of all records, bills, documents 

aDd G.t:h!H" papers. 

(b) To supervi.se the making and examination of the 

joucna-1, and the handLing of bills and x:esolutions. 

(c) To del-iver to the appropriate officers or offices, 

as set forth in these rules during the session or at the 

close of each session, the journal, bill books and 

resolution books, and all copies of introduced and engrossed 

bills and joint resolutions. 

(d) To collect from the chairman or secretaries of all 

standinq committees, special committees, comwittees of the 

whole, and conference committees, the minutes of such 

committees and deliver th-em to the state historical society. 

J-6. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and ·other 

~loyees respon:sible for legislatiV1;! functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretaries 

to ?r.esidiRq off~s. and secretaries to majority and 

minority floer leadel:s, K:e :i.mmediil'tely responsible to the 

seer•~ o£ the senaee or the cna~f clerk of tbe house, 

s~jec.t trc tU\e <Je.Reral s~A of the p-r.es.i.di.ng of.f±.cer. 
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Engrossing and enrolling clerks are immediately responsible 

to the director of the Legislative Services Division of the 

-Legislative 

conunittee. 

Council ·under the direction of the bill's 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling cLerks 

are: 

(a) To engross or enroll all bills delivereci to them 

within forty-eight hours after they have been received, 

unless further time is granted. in writing, by the pr=iding 

o.ffice!r of the house in whi-ch the bi~l originated. 

(b-l To correct clerical errora, w,itll the consent of 

the secretary of the senate or chief c.lerk of the house of 

representatives, in any bill originating in the house by 

which they are employed. CLerical errors such as the 

following may be corrected: 

(i) errors in spelling 

(ii) errors in numbering sections 

{iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied incorrectly from the most recent 

Re'll.is€d Codes of Montana. 

The secretary of the senate or chief clerk of the house 

s·hall obtain written permission from the principal sponsor 

befol:e such corrections aJ>e made. 

When a COII1llli ttee is the sponsor of a bill, any member 
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thereof so designated by the chairman may be the principal 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-arms are responsible to the 

presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

are: 

(a) To maintain order under the direction of the 

presiding officer. 

Co) 'fo execute commands and serve all processes. 

(c) To receive, distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeant-at-arms, doorkeepers, 

watchmen, janitors, pages and other employees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions are immediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-lo. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day's session with a prayer. 

3-11. A legi;lative aide or legislative intern is a 

person who has registered with the business manager and to 

whom the business manager has issued a distinctive 

identification form such as a name tag. The business 

r.anager may issue such identification only upon receiving 

written verification from a member that the ~ersou involved 

is serving him as an aide or intern. A person may not 

represent i1imself to be a legislative aide or intern unless 
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he carries such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and 

doorkeepers shall enforce this rule. 

No member may designate more than one aide or intern 

without the approval of the Joint Rules Committee. 

3-12. An employee, legislative aide or legislative 

intern of either house is prohibited from lobbying as 

defined in Section 43-802 (1), R.C.H. 1947. However, such 

person may testify before a committee of either house on the 

request of the conuuittee. Any person violating this rule 

shall be discharged. 

3-13. Disputes or complaints involving the competency 

or decorum of a legislative ~aployee shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

waich the employee is employed. The committee, in its 

discretion, may dismiss, suspend or retain the employee. 

The committee on legislative administration shall 

periodically review the roster of employees ana shall 

dismiss surplus employees. 

3-14. A t.usiness manager shall be employea to serve 

both the senate and house of representatives and shall be 

under the supervision of t:1e Joint Legislative 

Administration Committee. 

The uuties of tile Lusiness manager are as follows: 

(1) 

(a) 

Prior to a legislative session: 

order supplies for each house; 
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l5 

sa:a mro4ta2 

;.W 

:(U.) ~""and ·senate stationery, 

~ Jl'l1:1 ·neceae.q ceport foiiiiS, 

.~· ~t sheets for house and senate voting 

~ ..... fiiMl 

{~ ·.ume p~ for desks; 

~~ inventory ~1 interoffice forms ~ duplicate a 

~,; 

(:!i'j c:leiHt ul lag;islative COilllllittee 1:'0011& offices., Glad 

house tild aeJl&'te ctn•- aad prepare tllem 1lor the 

{.e'l ~ ~au endati.cm to -.te COIIIIIIi..ttae nn 

filMil&Ce ami claillls and bouse committee em ~priat1C"11 o.f 

propo&ed ~t based on past sessions .:uW. anticipated 

~it~: 

( t-) requisition rental of office equipment including 

duplicating aachines, adding machines and calculators; 

(t'J ~uisitian parking permits; 

(h) colLect applications for employment o£ 

leg,i-trlwti-Ye' elllp"l~ ~ An!! under the ;uri11ti-etion O'f the 

l~ISJ.a.t:i- a~ion COI!IIIIitt.ees in both houses·; 

{ij ~ inata1lation and connections 

services'S 

(j;) ~- that ho»se and aenate roll call and 

l!}"jjt... ... 41N'Yiced; 

{'kJ Ol!der n- tags fa~r esd!. 1eqislator; 
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(1.} prepare packets for 1st ];egislative c,ay incluJ.i:'!g 

printed rules, telephone directory and pencils; 

(m) assign committee space and order necessary 

committee signs for doors: 

(n) verify guide service w-ith General serv'j:ces 

Division; 

arrange for printing of seating charts; (o) 

(p1 take ~sponsibiLity and control of legislative 

~patent and furniture. 

{2) 

(.a) 

During the sessi'OR<: 

ver:i:fy houzs to!: 

payro.US for s~:re; 

(b) prepare b.i.lmmtllJ.y 

da.tl.y payroll and prepare 

financial report and 

di.stn.bu.te the report to 1eq;islatiV~e leaders in each house 

<md to llelllbers of the senate c~ttee on f.inance and claims 

and house committee on appropriat.ions: 

{c) 

(d) 

(3~ 

order office supplies as required; 

prepare all claims for payment. 

~~the session~ 

(a! provide Legislative Council with 

legislative committee rooms during the interim; 

(b) complete payroll forms and reports; 

keys to all 

(c) 

(d) 

prepare claims for bills incurred during session; 

take closing inventory of all furniture and 

equipment and keep the written inventory on file. 

-12-



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

d 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

d 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0004/02 

4. Perform any other services for the leadersfiip ana 

the committees on legislative administration. 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 

4-1. After prayer, roll call, ana report on the 

journal, the order of business of the senate and house of 

representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select committees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

(7) First reading and commitment of bills 

(8) Second reading of bills (committee of the whole) 

(9) Third rea~ing of bills 

(10) unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(12) Announcement of committee r~eet~ngs 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

rE:quires only a majority vote. Unless ob1erwise specified. 

in the motion to recess, the neuse involved shall revert to 

order of business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

Motions 
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5-l. When a motion is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer, and, if requested by the presieing 

officer or a member, shall be reduced to writing and read 

aloud. A motion may be withdrawn by the member making it at 

any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no motion may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions 

which have precedence in the order listed: 

(1) To adjourn 

(2) For a call of the house 

(3) To recess 

(4) Question of privilege 

(5) To lay on the table 

(6) For the previous question 

(7) To postpone to a certain day 

(8) To refer or commit 

(9) To amend 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 

roll call vote of all members present and voting. ~'fnen a 

bill or resolution is postponea indefinitely, it is finally 

rejected and may not be acted upon again Curing the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a Sclbject different 

-l4-
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~· tll:iae-~ Wflier oonsi~I!!Yafion shall o.)t! admi tteu ..nuer color 

rSif alfe'ft:ctifuh"''!:- ot' !#tibEJh t!"ute. 

5>*4'. Any: member may, on the day the vote was taken or 

~ ~ ~:d~Y the house in which the action was taken is 

ili se~· •. m&Ve to reconsider the question. A motion to 

r-econ:soi~ lllaj! not he withdrawn after such next legislative 

day." \f'itliou-t: the unanimous consent of the neuse concercried; 

anQ- therl!!after any metllber may call it up fer consideratiOOf 

howeve-r, a motion to recoosider made after the fifty-fourt~1 

day of the s:ess-ion- sha4i.l' be- dispCM:!ed of Wilen: made". A rOO-ti:od 

to reoat:l- a< bi-ll ft'-om tne' other! hou~ con!J'f-i't1"ute5- notice to 

recons-ider,. and shall be' acted on as a motion to riK:onsider· •. 

A· ~~&tion to r-econsider or to recall a< bill from the other· 

house may be made ori"ly under order of busineSs No. 6, arid· 

under tnat order of business takes precedence over all 

motions· except mot-ions to recess or adjourn. 

5""5. When a: motion to reconsider i-s la-id on the table, 

a two-thi-rd& Il!a"joroci ty i-s- r-equired to take i-t from the table. 

Wilen a: mot: i-on to reconsider. fails, tlie gtiesfiorf is- ITnaCI'l:Y~ 

and conel.u&ively· set:tn~.-

5-t; •. (l-) BKoept as provided in subsection (2) of this 

rule, t!he e:ft'~ o-f 1"11&\>i-n:g tHe previous question, if 

~teO). i'B· to olose- &tba'e-lit i~iately', t<l prevent= tilie 

nteiY'i-rtlJ ()i!. alliendlftet1tlCs Gr otner- ~diary IlliStiofls',· and to 

b~ing: to ~ ~tl~{ t:ne· i"lill'lled'ia't&ly pendi:ri9" main questiO!f 
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and the adhering subsidiary motions, whether on appeal or 

other-Wise. 

(2) When .the previous . quest-ion is, ordered on· any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate,, the· 

question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such· 

time to be given to the proponents and One-half to the' 

opponents. 

5--r. A call' of the hous'e i-s' not in order after tbe, 

pre;n01Mf question is ordered, wfl:E!'S& it appears upon an 

atR:-ui!P.i oollnt'- lly t:he pre'!fidln<t Mfi'cQ fhn a quorum is not 

~~.-

~- The 1'0-H'owing m6-tTOri& afi!' oot· deb'atable: 

fH 'fr5 ad::iourn 

(2} FO:r a' oaU o-£ t1'ie' hOufl!· 

(3-J T<> recess 

(4') For pa:ruamenttty inquiry 

($.) For SUSpension· of the rules 

(6") To lay on the table 

< 7)' F"i>Y" die" prf!'i:71ous q1li!'!ri:i-i!:slr 

(81 To limit, extend the· limits of,, or to close debfte" 

(9) to amend an undebatallle motion 

(10) To divide a question 

(11) To pass business in committee of the whole 

(T~} to take' from the' t:elSI"e 

(13) A decision of the presiding: officer, urlles~ 
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appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(14) All incidental motions, such as motions relating 

to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9. A member may move to divide a question if it 

includes two or more propositions so distinct in substance 

that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

remain. 

5-10. No more than one amendment and no more than one 

substitute motion may be made to a motion. This rule 

permits the main motion and two modifying motions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

A.--Form of Bills--Definition of Resolutions--General 

Provisions 

6-1. The only types of instruments other than bills 

which may be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are: 

(1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution• 

or •senate Resolution•. It may be used to amend the rules 

of one house or to provide for the internal affairs of the 

house adopting it. It does not require three readings or a 

roll call vote. A aember offering a simple resolution may 

read it in bis place before introduction. When a simple 
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resolution has been introduced, it shall be referred to a 

committee. Final action shall be taken on the Committee of 

the WhoJ,e report. The transmittal of copies of ~imple 

resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk or 

secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the senate or chief clerk of the house. 

(2) A joint resolution must be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used to 

express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of the 

legislatureJ to amend the joint ruleSJ to ratify or propose 

amendments to the United States ConstitutionJ and to direct 

changes to, repeal, or direct adoption of, a rule in the 

Montana Administrative Code. Except as otherwise provided 

in these rules or the Constitution of the State of ;4Qntana, 

a joint resolution is treated in all respects as a bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the senate or chief clerk of the house. 

6-2, Bills shall be typewritten on paper eight and 

one-half by eleven inches with 25 numbered lin~s, ana shall 

be introduced in quadruplicate. Pica ty~e and a good black 

ribbon must be used. Bills shall be numbered at the foot of 

each page (except page one) and shall have white covers of a 
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~ti&l ~- rn sections amending existing 

staotlltea, ~ to be stricken: out shall be indicated with 

a line t:blrtRJqh . the. words .. or part. to be .deleted, .. <1-nd new 

lllll;ttez; sb.ll. Q.e Uftderlined. Sections of the most recent 

Ravislld: Co~ of Montana repealed or amended in a bill shall 

be stated· in the title except for general appropriation 

billa and bills for the- codification and gene:ral revision of· 

the laws. Introduced bills will be repr-Oduced on white 

paper and distributed- to legislators. 

6-3. No bill, except general approp:rtation bills, and 

bills for the codification and. general revision ~f the law&, 

shall contain more than one subject, which sbll;ll be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: •Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of ~ntana•. 

A bill shall be used to propose amendments to the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constitut~n, 

Art. VI, Sec. 10(1)). 

6-4. AU appropriation bills &ball originate in the 

House o£ Repr~tatives. 

24 .but The general appropriation bil.ls' shall embrace nothing 

aPRJ:Qpri.ationa for the ordimu:y ~es of tbe 

,. ... 
2!f 

leqislative, exoaauti ve and iudic.ial departments of the 

atate., int-t on public debt. ami fbr pub.lic- schiXIJ.s. . JUl. 

-i.91-
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other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each 

embracing but one subject (Montana constitution, Al:'t. V, 

-sec.- ll· (4)).- -Appropcial;ion bills for the operation of the 

legislature shall be introduced by the chairman of the hous~ 

committee on appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute, unless a different time is 

prescribed therein, takes effect on tlie firllt day of July of 

the year of its- passage alid ap~c:Wal. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different time is prescribed therein, 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 43-507 and 43-509, 

R,C.M. 1947), 

B. --In![EoduQ#l,on. 

6-6. Bills will be checked by the staff of the Legal 

Services uivision of the Legisl~tive council prior to 

consideration by a committee of the legislature, for prope~ 

format, style, and legal form. A stamp shall be affixed to 

tile bill cover and initialed indicating this review. If 

such stamp is not affixed at the time the bill is deliVered 

to the appropriate committee chairman; the chairman shall 

cause the bill to be transmitted to the Legal Services 

Division for such review. Members should make every effort 

to present proposed bills to 

introduction of the bill. 

the Division in advance of 

Bills will be entered on the 

automated bill drafting equi-pment· and typed to facil-itat:e· a 

mor~ rapid reproduction. If a bill is not so entered prior 
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to introduction, it will not be considered by any committee 

until it has been so entered. 

A bill may be introduced. by endorsing it with the name 

of a member or committee and presenting it to the chief 

clerk or secretary in quadruplicate. Bills, joint 

resolutions, and simple resolutions shall be numbered 

consecutively in each session of the legislature in separate 

series in the order of their receipt. 

Any bill PROPOSED BY A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE OR 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or department shall be so indicated following the 

names of the sponsors, •ay Request of (Name 

of Agency OR COMMITTEE) •. 

Bills may be prefiled, numbered and preprinted prior to 

a legislative session. This will be the responsibility of 

the staff of the Legislative Council. Actual signatures may 

appear on the face of the prefiled bill or signatures may be 

obtained on a consent form from the Legislative Council. 

Additional sponsors may be added at the time of introduction 

on the first legislative day, on motion of the chief 

sponsor. These names will be forwarded to the Legislative 

Council to be included on the face of the bill following 

standing committee approval. 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

public. 
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6-7. Bills may be introduced until 5 p.m. on the 

eighteenth legislative day, except revenue 

appropriation bills. 

bills and 

All bill drafting requests must be submitted to the 

Legislative Council stGff by 5 p.m. of the fourteenth 

legislative day. A sponsor of a bill drafted pursuant to a 

timely request, but which is not delivered by the eighteenth 

day by the Legislative Council, shall have forty-eight hours 

after delivery to introduce the bill. No other bills except 

revenue and appropriation bills may be introduced after 5 

p.m. on the eighteenth legislative day. 

Revenue bills must be introduced by 5 p.m. on the 

twenty-fifth legislative day. There is no time limit for 

introduction of appropriation bills. 

Joint Resolutions affecting rules adopted in the 

Montana Administrative Code may be introduced and 

transmitted at any time during a session. 

6-8. No bill may be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 
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-at collsent: to the introductioa of a committee bill. 

c.~rwt· Readinq and COmmitment 

6-ln.. rw motion a-ffecting a bill is in order on its 

firae· reading- except as provided in ~int Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill, the chief 

clerk of the house or the secretary of the senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 

tit·le in the house of origin and by a swmnary of its title 

and by its history in the second house, together with a 

notation of the conuoittee to which it has been assigned, and 

such posting shall constitute the first reading of the bill. 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or become a law 

unless referred to a committee and returned therefrom. 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bill, it 

shall be referred to a committee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill may be recommitted at any time before its 

passage. 

D.--Amendments and Substitute Bills 

6-14. No law shall be revised or amended, or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only, 

but so much thereof as is revised, amended or extended shall 

be reenacted ami published at length. 

6-15. Ne law shall- be passed except by bill, and no 

bill shall be so altered or amended on its passage throuqb 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 
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Constitution Art. v., Sec. 11(1)). 

6-16. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

6-17. The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of 

the bill following the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bill, recommemUng also any necessary changes in the 

title. If a cammi ttee report recommending a substitute for 

a bill originating in the other house is adopted, the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-18. l!mendments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house in which the bill 

originated, but must either be accepted or rejected. If the 

amendments are rejected, a conference committee may be 

r~ested by the house in which the bill originated. 

6-19. If a majority of a house-recommends the passage 

of a bill originating in that house after it has been 

retUrned from a committee, not less than six hundred copies 

of the bill shall be printed on canary paper with all 

amendments incorporated into the printed copies. Bills 

referred to the bills committee of the house of origin for 

printing must be reported within three days unless further 
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time is granted by that house. 

E.--Engrossing and Enrolling 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

committee of the whole of the house of origin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills committee, and when reported 

correctly engrossed by the committee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Committee of the whole amendments shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill is unamended, contains no clerical errors, and is 

neatly written, it rray be engrossed without retyping. 

If a bill is amended by the standing committee or 

committee of the whole in the second house, the amendments 

will be included in a •reference• bill and distributed in 

the second house for third reading consideration. The 

amendments will also be reproduced and attached to the 

reference bill. If the bill passes on third reading, copies 

of the reference bill and second house amendments will be 

distributed in the original house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed both houses it shall 

enrolled by the Legislative Services Division of 

Legislative Council as an act of the legislature under 

direction of the bills committee of the house of origin. 
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original and three duplicate typewritten copies of the bill 

shall be enrolled, free from all corrections and errors, 

with a ma~gin ~f two inches at the top and one inch on each 

side, with twenty-five unnumbered lines to the page. In 

sections amending existing statutes new matter shall be 

underlined, and matter stricken with a line through it shall 

be omitted. The typewriting shall be done with a black 

record ribbon, pica type, on paper B-1/2 inches wide and 11 

inches long. The original and two copies only of the bill 

shall be red lined. The history of the bill shall also be 

enrolled and placed in back of the bill in a white 

manuscript cover, upon which is written the number of the 

bill and the title. 

When the enrolling has been completed, the bill shall 

be examined by the author and the bills committee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall announce from the rostrum, the 

announcement to be entered in the journal, the specific 

bills to be signed by h>. and shall designate a time when 

such bill shall be signed, and he shall sign the original 

and two copies of each bill deliverea to him not later ti1an 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 
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leqislativa day in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal no 

la1:er than the next legislative day. At any time after the 

report of a bill correctly enrolled and before the signing, 

if a member signifies his desire to examine the bill, he 

shall be permitted to do so. The bill shall then be 

transmitted to the other house where the same procedure 

shall be followed. 

The original and two copies 

officer of each house shall 

signed by the presiding 

be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills committee shall take a 

receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original and the unsigned copy shall be 

filed with the secretary of state. Signed copies with 

chapter n~~rs assigned pursuant to Section 82-2209, shall 

be filed with the clerk of the supreme court and the 

LegisLative Services DivisiOA of the Legislative Cowncil. 

F.--second·Reading--committee of the Whole 

6-22. All bills which have been reported by a 

committee, accepted by the house concerned and printed, 

shall be posted on the calendar for consideration by 

committee of the whole. The sergeants-at-arms of the 

respective bouses shall record the time each bill is 

received aDd the time the bill i.a placed on members' desks. 
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Until the fiftieth legislative day, one day must elapse 

between the time a committee approved bill is placed on the 

members' desks and consideration by committee of the whole. 

Bills shall be arranged on the calendar in numerical order 

unless they are companion bills or are otherwise ordered by 

the house or committee of the whole of the house concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in committee of the whole 

shal.l be read by a summary of its title and by its history 

and considered section by section. 

6-24. Prior to adoption of a committee of the whole 

report, a member may move to segregate a bill. If the 

motion prevails, the bill rerr~ins on second reading. 

6-25. When a committee of the whole report on a bill is 

rejected the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a committee 

of the whole by approval of a motion for that purpose. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governing each house 

s.b.&ll b6l obsuved when that house resolves itself into a 

committee·of the whaler, P.xcept as follows: 

(1) The only motions in order are: to amend; to 

recommend passage or nonpassage; to recommend concurrence or 

nonconcurrence; to indefinitely postpone; to pass 

consideration; to rise; to rise and report; and to rise and 

report progress and ask leave to sit again. 

(2) The committee may not appoint subcommittees. 
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(3) The committee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the house co~cerned. 

(4) Un4ess otherwise prescribed by.either house before 

going into committee of the whole, a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each time as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-27. After a committee of the whole has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon resuming the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the committee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

G.--Third Reading--Governor's Veto 

6-28. No bill shall become a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the members present in each house, nor 

unless on its final passage the vote be taken by ayes and 

noes, and the names of those voting be entered on the 

journal (Montana Constitution, Art. V, Sec. 11(1) and (2)). 

ANY VOTE IN ONE HOUSE ON A BILL PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT 

TO THE MONTANA STATE CONSTITUTION liHERE THE MATHEMATICAL 

POSSIBILITY EXISTS OF OBTAINING THE NECESSARY TWO-THIRDS 

{2/3) VOTE OF THE LEGISLATURE WILL CAUSE THE BILL TO 

PROGRESS AS THOUGH IT HAD RECEIVED THE MAJORI'J.'Y VOTE. 

6-29. Every bill shall be read three times prior to 

passage, either by title or by summary of title as provided 

in these rules. The first reading shall be as prescribed in 
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Joint Rule 6-10; the second prior to debate in committee of 

the whole; and the third, which shall be by complete title, 

prior to final passage. No bill shall receive more than one 

reading on the same day except on the last legislative day. 

No amendment may be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

bills proposing amendments to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed amendments to the United States 

Constitution, resolutions, and referendum measures of the 

legislature, shall be submitted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 

session or within 25 days if the legislature is adjourned, 

it shall become a law. The governor shall return a vetoed 

bill to the legislature with a statement of his reasons 

therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any bill to the 

legislature with his recommendation for amendment. If the 

legislature passes the bill in accordance with the 

governor's recommendation, it shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall 

not return a bill for amendment a second Lime. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto message, two-thirds of 

the members present approve the bill, it shall iJecome law. 

(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 
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qoVe¥Hot vetoes a bill, he shall return the bill with his 

P~ns uherefor to the iegislature as provided by law. The 

iegisiataie may reconvene to reconsider any bill· so vetoed.· 

(§} the governor may veto items in appropriation 

bills, and in such instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. 

VI, Sec, 10), 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message. After the reading a member 

may move that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the motion shall be determined by roll call. If 

two-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not 

vote •aye• the veto is sustained. 

6-32, If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in committee of the whole. 

then subject to the following procedures: 

The bill is 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the second 

house, for consideration under its 

amendments in committee of the whole, 

originating house's approval or 

governor's recommendations. 

(b} If bOth houses approve 
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recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(c) If both houses disapprove· the governor's 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the governor's 

recommendations and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference committee which may be a free 

conference committee. 

(i) 

report, 

If 

the 

both 

bill 

houses adopt a conference committee 

in accordance with the report shall be 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii} If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

governor's recommendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

H.--Transmittal of Bills 

6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the house of representatives to the senate, the 

secretary of the senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the house. When a senate bill is 

transmitted to the house of representatives, the chief clerk 

of the house shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 
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6-34. No 

revenue bills 

SJR 0004/02 

bills, except for appropriation bills, 

and amendments considered by joint committee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a committee by 

the presiding officer) if transmitted from one house to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending in the house to which it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting shall determine 

that the bill shall be acted upon. Amendments, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills, shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration if transmitted after the 

fifty-fifth legislative day thereof. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

from the original house on or before the fiftieth day unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting in the 

receiving house shall determine that the bill may be 

transmitte~ after the fiftieth day. 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall 

immediately transmit it to the other house with notice of 

its action. 

6-36. All bills reported out of a committee of the 

legislature having an effect on tJ,e revenues, expenditures, 

or fiscal liability of the state, except appropriation 

measures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall include a 
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fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house, who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six (6) days, unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the request based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested it, 

who shall refer it to the committee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the members' 

desks. 

Fiscal notes shall, where possible, show in dollar 

amounts the estimated increase or decrease in revenues or 

exp~nditures, costs which may be absorbed without additonal 

funds, and long-range financial implications. No conment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical or mechanical defects may be noted. 
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A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

amendment .by 

(1) a committee considering the bill, or 

'Zl a majority of the members of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading, 

or 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

dny member of the legislature all background information 

used in developing a fiscal note (Sections 43-1001 through 

43-1006, R.C.M. 1947). 

CHAPTER 7 

Connnittees 

7-1. (1) The committee on legislative administration 

of each house shall consider all matters concerned with 

seating, mileage and per diem, legislative employees, the 

control of the legislative property, and the budgeting for 

and expenditure of appropriations. for the operation of the 

legislature, in cooperation with the business manager. 

(2) All expenditures of money appropriated for the 

operation of the legislature must be approved by the 

committee on finance and claims in the senate or the 

committee on appropriations in the bouse. 

1-2. A standing committee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 
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7 days after reference, unless at the request of the 

committee and for good cause shown, further time is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the members of a committee cannot agree on a 

report, the majority and minority of the committee present 

at a committee meeting may submit separate reports. Only 

one minority report may be submitted. such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless otherwise ordered 

by the bouse concerned. 

7-4. All committees shall keep minutes of their 

meetings and, at the close of the session, shall make five 

complete copies and shall turn the original of the minutes 

over to the chief clerk of the house or secretary of the 

senate for delivery to the historical society. The majority 

and minority leader of each house and the Legislative 

Council shall each be given one copy of the minutes. 

7-5. The committee on bills and journal, the rules 

committee, and conference committees may report at any time, 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken. Reports from the bills and journal committee shall 

stand approved without formal action. 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public moneys may first be considered by a joint committee 

composed of the members of the senate committee on finance 

and claims and the house committee on appropriations, and 
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then by each separately. Meetings of the joint committee· 

shall !)e held upon call of the chairman of the house 

committee on appropriations who sb$11 be chairman of the 

joint committee. 

7-7. The chairman of each committee has general control 

and direction of the hall and committee room of the 

committee over which he presides, subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chairman of the senate committee shall 

be chairman of all joint committees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the senate and the house of representatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall appoint a committee consisting 

of the same number of members. They shall meet at a 

convenient time, to be agreed upon by their chairman, and 

having conferred, shall report to their respective houses 

the result of their conference. A conference committee 

shall confine itself to the disputed amendment. 

If either house requests a free conference committee 

and the other house concurs, appointments will be made the 

same as above. A free conference committee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

amendment. 

7-9. In joint committees other than conference 
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committees, members vote individually and not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint meetings of separate 

committees, in conference committees the committees fro1u 

each house vote separately, and a majority of each committ~e 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

7-10. When a conference committee report is filed 

with the 

under order 

placed on 

secretary or clerk the same shall be read 

of business No. 3, select committees, and 

the calendar for consideration on second 

reading. If recommended favorably by the committee of 

the whole, it may be considered on third reading the same 

legislative day. On 

conference committee 

calendar for immediate 

the final legislative 

report shall be placed 

consideration on second 

day a 

on the 

reading 

and shall be further considered on third reading 

same legislative day. 

the 

8-1. Each 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings, and may, in its discretion, from time to time, 

publish the same, and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall, at the request of any two menlbers, be entered on the 

journal. 

~-2. ~he proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 
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(1) the title and number of each bill when it is 

introduced; subsequent references may be by number only; 

(2) every motion and the name of the member making it; 

(3) proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

voted for by two-thirds 

Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8); 

(4) committee reports; 

(5) roll call votes; 

of the members (Y.lontana 

(6) messages from the governor and the other house; 

(7) an entry of the oath taken by the members (Sec. 

43-209, R.C.M. 1947). 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the director of the Legislative Services 

Division of the Legislative Council with the contents of the 

daily journal to be programmed on automated equipment, 

examine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators, correct any errors, and report each legislative 

day immediately after roll call. 

8-4. The journal of the senate must be authenticated by, 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the house 

of representatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

Legislative Services Division of the Legislative Council 

(Sec. 43-304, R.C.M. 1947). 

B-5. (1) A joint rule may be repealed or amended only 
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with the concurrence of both houses, under the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendment of its own 

rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it. 

(3) Any rules committee report recommending a change 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 

of either house shall be transmitted to the other house for 

informational purposes. 

B-6. Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the senate and house of representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

B-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the senate, the rules of the 

house of representatives and the joint rules of the senate 

and house of representatives. Upon adoption, the secretary· 

of the senate and the chief clerk of the house of 

representatives shall provide the office of the Legislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

senate, house or joint rules, and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules committees. After the rules have 

been published, the Legislative Council shall distribute 

-40- SJR 4 



. . ~ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2:5 

SJR 0004/02 

copies as directed by the senate and house of 

representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in sections 

43-901 through 43-904, the following fee schedule is 

established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, $2007 an additional $75 is required for mailing by 

first-class mail1 an additional $100 is required for airmail 

delivery. 

one complete set of the proceedings of any special 

session, $25. 

Single copies of bills, resolutions or amendments may 

be purchased according to the length of the document as 

follows: 

1-15 pages ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ .25 

16-40 pages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ .so 
41-100 pages ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ .75 

101-200 pages •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $1.00 

Over 200 pages ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $2.00 

Single copies of status sheets, status 

of proceedings, indices •••••••••••••••••••••••• $ .10 

Copies of enacted bills •••••••••••••••••••••••• cost of 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 
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9-l. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2, every member 

present when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a member excuses him. 

9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest in 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a member, and shall not vote thereon. 

9-3. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If adopted by an affirmative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8). 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting system 

is used. A member may not vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the chair. A member may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is an~ounced from 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 
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as follows: •senate (or house) bill number having 

been reaa three several times, the question is, shall the 

bill pass (or be concurred in).• 

(2) If an electrical voting system is used the 

presiding officer shall ring the bell after stating the 

question and then state "Those in favor vote yea and those 

opposed vote no.• After a reasonable pause the presiding 

officer asks "Has every member voted?" (reasonable pause) 

"Does any member wish to change his or her vote?" 

(reasonable pause) "The clerk (secretary) will now record 

the vote." 

9-8. Two members may pair on a measure that will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measure requiring a 

two-thiros vote for adoption three members may pair, with 

two members for the measure and one member against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one of the paired members is absent 

17 when the vote is taken. 

18 9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

19 and signed by the. members agreeing to be bound, and. must. 

20 specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

21 is filed with the secretary of the senate or chief clerk of 

22 the house of representatives, it shall bind the members 

23 signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

24 signed, unless the paired members sooner appear and ask that 

25 the agreement be cancelled. 
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9-10. Every vote of each member of the legislature on 

each substantive question in the legislature, in any 

committee, or in committee of the whole shall be recorded 

and made public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entered on the journal. A roll call vote shall be 

taken on non-substantive questions on the request of two 

members, who may likewise on any vote, request that the ayes 

and noes be spread upon the journal. Roll call votes and 

other votes which are to be made public but are not 

specifically required to be spread upon the journal shall be 

entered in the minutes of the appropriate committee or of 

the appropriate house and a copy of such minutes shall be 

filed with the Montana state historical society (~Dntana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(2)). 

-End-
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