
Globe-Democrat ~lishing v. Industrial Commission, ~01 
S.W.2d 846 (Ko Ct. App . 1~57), 

TltEREPORE, IT IS MY OJ>INION : 

Onder section 39-Sl-2306(l )(a), HCA, an individual 
who receives a severance allowance upon separation 
f rom employment is disqualified for unemployment 
benefits for the entire period of time that the 
allowance was i ntended to cover. 

Very truly yours, 

MlKE GREELY 
Attorney General 

VOLUMl:l NO , 40 OPINION NO. 64 

CITIES AND TuWNS - Special il!lorovement districts-
collection of assessments , whe n; 
SPECLAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS - Collection of assess
ments, when; 
TAX.\TION - Special improvement districts--collection of 
assessments, when; 
MONTANA CODE ~OTATBD - Sections 7-12-4188, 15-16-103. 

H.E;LD: The City of ~elgrade is required to make 
semiannual collections of special improvement 
dist =ict assessment~; only when both of the 
followi ng conditions are met: (1) The SID 
bond specifies annual interest payments, and 
(2J the bond was issued after Ju~y l, 1981. 

28 August 1984 

William A. Schreiber 
City Attorney 
5 North Broadway 
Belgrade MT 59714 

Dear MI . Schreiber: 

You have asked my opinion on a question I have phrased 
as f ollows: 
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Pursuant t.o section 15- 16- 103, MICA, is the 
City of Belqrade, 1thicb collects its own 
special ialprovement aaael!" naents¥ requ.irOtd to 
make semiannual collection• instead of annual 
eolleet1ons7 

The statutes tbat answer your question 
separate titles and must be recon-iled. 
this, we must apply &everat ~aaie 
statutory construction. 

co- fr011 two 
In order to do 
principles of 

[L]egbutive int-ent must first be det.eml.ned 
from the plain meaning of the words u .sedJ and 
if the lanqu~qe is plain, unambiguous, direct 
a.nd certain, the statute speaks for itself. 
All provisions of a statute shall be given 
effect, i£ possible. lCit~tion omitted,] 
Th~s Court presumes that the legislature would 
not pass meaningless legislation1 and must 
harmonize statutes relating to the sam.e 
sUbject, qivi:ng effect to each. £Citation 
omitted.) 

C:dst v. Seqna, 38 St. Rpt;r. 150, 622 l?.;!d 1028, 1029 
(1981). 

When specific statutory language conflicts or 
is inconsistent with general statutory 
language, the specific statutory language will 
prevail to the extent of any repugnancy. 
[Citation omitted.) 

Inqram•Cleven~er, Inc., v. ...ewis and Clark County, 3 8 
St. Rptr. 16§ , 63~d 13~? , lJ7~9Sl). 

The two statutes that deal directly with the collection 
of assestnnents for special improvement district& are 
sections 7-12-4188 and 15-16-103, HCA. The former 
statute requires that SID aaseas~nts be paid annual~y, 
with a provision £or a defer ral of half the payment f or 
six months at the option o f the municipal governing 
body. The latter statute requires that SID assessments 
be paid in two installment s in oases whe r e a specific 
type of SID bond has been issued. That bond must: 
(1) specify annual interest payments, and (2) have been 
issued after July 1, 1981. Both of these conditions 
must bq met. Harmonizing these two statutes, I conclude 
that semiannual payments o f SID assessments are only 
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required when the SID bond involved meets the two 
requirements of section 15-16-103, MCA. Your question 
imp lies that if a city collects its own SID assessments 
it may be distinguished from other cities on the issue 
of annual versus semiannual payments . I do not agree. 

THEREFORE, IT IS MY OPINION , 

The City of Belgrade is required to make semiannual 
collections of special improvement district 
assessments only when both of the following 
conditions are met : (1) The SID bond specifies 
annual interest payments, and (2) the bond was 
issued after July 1, ' 981. 

Very tru~y yours, 

MIKE GREELY 
Attorney General 

VOLUME NO. 40 

FEES - Recoupment of license fees; 

!PINION NO. 6 5 

GAMBLING - Authority of municipality to adopt ordinance 
regulating gambling activity; 
GAMBLING - Recoupment of license fees7 
LICENSE FEES - Recoupment of; 
ORDINANCES - Authority of municipality to adopt 
ordinance regulating gambling activity; 
ORDINANCES - Recoupment of license fees1 
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED - Sections 7-1-112(5), 
23-5-101 (1), 23-!i-104 (1), 23-5-105, 23-5-108, 23- 5-109, 
23-5-142, 23-5-301 to 23-5-332. 

BELD: Municipalities are not required to refund any 
portion of prepaid annual license fees 
tendered in connection with the use or 
possession o f electronic poker game machines 
for the period following issuance of the 
Montana Supre.me Court ' s decision in Gallatin 
County v. D&R Music !. Vending . 

30 August 198 4 
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