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from school" 1n connec t1on wtth the act1v1ty . Accord1ng ly, 
where s c.;hool b u ses are heing utllJ.:z:ed for such purposes. 
the1r "school bus" mark1ngs need not be covered or concealed 
putsuant to sect1on 61-8 -3~1(3), MCA 

Ho wever , where school buses are b~1ng ut t l tzed f oL purpose s 
that d o not tnvolve transport~ng chtldren e1 ther to or f1·om 
school. sectton bl -8-3~1 ( 3 ) , MCA . woul d apply . I f a school 
bus ts betng used to transpot· t a group of teachers . o t an 
adult booste r gtoup to o. ftom an athlet1c event 0 1 o ther 
acttvt·y , for examp le. the "school bus" mat k lnq s must be 
covered or conceal ed . There may be c1 1Cumstances 1n wh1 ch a 
school bus ts b el ng used t o tt ansp01 t children and the 
cht ldren ate not be tng t aken to 01. fl om school. such a s 
whe1 e a ClVlC group u1.111:z:es school buses a s pall o t a 
tec teatt onal ac tlVtty . Hete t oo, '' school bus" matktngs must 
be cove r ed o r conceal!'d tn accotJance wt th sect1on bt - 1:1 -
3~>1 ( 3). MCA The pa1t.tcula1 tacts ot il gtven sllua Lton 
contt c:-1. 

rHEREF"ORE. I 1 t S MY Ot I 1'1 I 1'1 : 

"School bus" mcH k tngs nee d not be co•:eted o t concealed 
where school bu;;e s at<> betng uul , zed to uanspo t t: 
chtldren to o t 1t om sch<'OI on school - sponso tc:d ft c: ld 
tttps 0 1 In ~onnect.ton wtth school athleuc event.s 0 1 
o the1 authotazed acttvtttes. 

~e ry L t uly youts, 

MI KE GREELY 
Attotney Genetal 
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HELD: Comm~ssioner el e c t ions 1n dra~nage 
d 1st r 1cts must ue cond ucted by 
elect1on administrator. 

a n d Lrttgau.on 
the county's 

10 September 1980 

Harold f . Ha nse r, Esq. 
Yellowstone County ALtorney 
Yellowston e County Courthouse 
B1ll1ngs, Montana 59101 

Dear Mr . HanseL: 

You have requested my op1n1on on the follow1ng quesL~on: 

Must commtsstoner e1ecttons 1n ~a1nage 
gat ton dtstttCts be conducted by the 
adm1n1strator 1n each county, 

and u n 
e l ectt on 

As part o t •t.s general rev1s1on of electton l a ws. 10..,9 
Montana Laws. ch. 57 1 , the 1979 Legtsl ature establlshed the 
pos 1t1on of electton admtnJsttator A county's electton 
admtntstra t ot 1s the cle rk and recotdet unless the count y 
gove rmng body designates another o ff1 c1 al o t a p pot nLs 
another tndtvtdual to serve as e lect. ton admunsuat.o r. WJ t.h 
rega1d to school elerttons the school d1st r 1ct cle r k ts the 
election admtnlstl~tot. §§ 13 - l-101(51 and 13- 1- 301(11 
MCA . 

The scope o f the electton admtn tsttatot's tesponstbtllty 1s 
s et out 1n s ection 11- 1 - 301(2). MCA . 

The electton admtntstratot ts responsible for the 
adm1n1strat1on o f all procedures 1 el<tt tng t o 
reg1st.rat1on 01 el ectors and conduct o t electtons 
and shall keep a l l records telatlng to elect.ot 
reg1sLrat1on and e lect tons. 

Se c t.l on 13-1-101(5) , MCA, states fu rthet 
admlntsttato t " IS) respo ns1ble f o r all 
trauon dut.1es." (Empnast s added . I 

t.ha t t.he e 1 ectt on 
e l ectt on adm1n1 s -

It. 1s clear that. these dut.1es extend t o the elec u o ns 1n 
quest1on. The Leg1slature has def1ned "elecllon" as : "IA J 
general . s pect a l o r prtmary elec-tto n held pursuant. t o the 
requuement.s of s tate law, regatdless of the ttme and o r 
purpose." § 13 - 1- 10 1 (4 ) MCA. "General elect.lon" 
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includes "elect.tons Cot off1cecs of pol1t1cal subdivisions 
when t.he tme of t.he elect.1on IS set on t.he sdi!Ie date for 
all stmtlat pollttcal subdi Vlslons 1n the state ." § 13-1-
101(8), MCA. "Polluca1 subdlvtston" Includes spectal 
dtsttlCtS. § 13-1 - 101(13). MCA. 

Wh ile the cteat.ton and Vd11ous aspects of the oper-a t1 on of 
dt.:nnage dtsttt cts ate matt.ets w1th1n the JUttsdtctton of 
lhe dlSlrlCl COUll , see§§ 85-8-101 , 102, 111, 118, 119, 121 
ctnd 31 -t to 3 2". MCA ,there 1 s no 1 nd 1 ca t..ton t.ha t the cou 1 t 
must admtntstet commtss1onet elections. Nom1nat1ng pet.l
ttons fot Lhe o f uce must be f Jled w.1.th the county electton 
admtnlslrctlot- § 85- s-306. MCA, ctnd the e1et:tlon ltsel f 
"shall he ne1d ant~uctlly tn ctccot-dctnce wtlh 13-1-IOo;." § 
t!S - a - 30_. 11CA. Such eleCtiOns ate "gene1al .. e1ectJonJsl 
held pu1suant t u tl.e 1equuements o f Slate lctw," ctnd 1n my 
opu11 n lhet<.>lot" must be conducted by the election <idmtnt 
s•tatol pttt!'uant t,.. secttons 13-1-101(5) and 13 - 1-301(2). 
MCA. 

The s1 tuallon w1 Lh 1 espect Lo ungauon dtslt t e l comml.s 
S!OIIt:l el.:cttons IS much the same. Such elect.tons ate to be 
"held <lnnually .n dCCotdance w1th 13-1-104 . " ~ 85- 7-.702, 
MCA. Exc-ept 101 matu~1s 1elat.lng Lo electot qttaltfH.:clttons 
and the nat.utc oH •:oung nghls, Jltlgauon dtSLLICt com
II'.L»slOih't cl.,ct 1 ns "shall .. con f o tm w1 th Lhe p1 ovtstons <> f 
Tttle IJ." § !l)- · - . "'10 ( 3), MCA . Stnc.: these elecuons ate 
WJthtn t.ht: defJnlt.ton o f "election" tn ~ect1on 13-1 -1 0 1(4), 
MCA . Lhe:: are conduct.ea by the county 's elt:ctton admtnt 
st.tatot 

TI!Ek£~' RE ZT IS MY •I INIC.•N : 

Comm1sst one 1 elect.Jons 111 
dtslrt cts must be conducted 
adm11~ ISll a l OI . 

Ve1y ttuly yours. 

MIKE GREELY 
Altotney Ci!ne1al 

d1a1nage and ttrtgatJ on 
b Lhe county's elE'cLton 




