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ployees, and to that end providing a retirement system consisting 
of retirement compensation and death benefits." 
This purpose is promoted by finding that the three years of mem

bership service may be qualified retroactively. 
It is therefore my opinion that under Section 68-501 (h) RCM, 1947, 

as amended, a public employee may fulfill the three year membership 
condition by making retroactive payments at the time he elects to 
qualify his prior service. 

Very truly yours, 
FORREST H. ANDERSON 
Attorney General 

Opinion No. 36 

Fish and Game-Septuagenarians-Class A License-Class A-I 
License-Class C License-Section 26-202.1 (I), (2), (9), (I 1), 

RCM,1947 

Held: A septuagenarian's proof of age is equivalent to the possession 
of a Class A license. Septuagenarians need not purchase a 
Class A license to obtain a Class A-lor Class C license. 

Mr. W. J. Everin 
Fish and Game Department 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Mr. Everin: 

December 12, 1957 

You have requested my opmlOn whether a person who has 
attained the age of seventy years is or is not required to purchase 
a Class A license before a Class A-lor Class C license may be 
issued to him. 

An applicant is entitled to a resident game bird and fishing per
mit, Class A license, upon payment of a three dollar fee. However, 
a person who is seventy years of age is entitled to fish and hunt 
game birds without purchasing a Class A license. The septuagenarian 
must carry proof of his age in lieu of a Class A license. Section 26-
202.1 (1), (1), as amended by Chapters 16 and 100, Laws of 1957. 

Paragraph 2 of Section 26-202.1 provides in part: 

". . . any holder of a Class A license . . . upon payment of 
an additional sum of three dollars ($3.00), be entitled to a Class 
A-I license, which will entitle the holder to ... hunt ... game 
animals ... " 

Paragraph 9 of Section 26-202.1 permits the holder of a Class 
A license to obtain a Class C license upon payment of a ten dollar fee. 
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Section 12-202, ReM, 1947, requires the statutes of this state to 
be liberally construed to effect their legislative object. The purpose 
sought to be achieved by legislative acts are of prime consideration 
in the interpretation of an act. Corwin v. Bieswanger, 126 Mont. 337, 
340, 251 Pac. (2d) 232. In this instance, the intent of the legislature 
was to exempt septuagenarians from the payment of the three dollar 
license fee which is generally required to obtain a Class A license. 

The effect of Section 26-202.1 (Il), supra, is that a septuagenarian 
is ipso facto entitled to fish and hunt game birds without paying a 
three dollar fee for a Class A license. The proof of his age is equiv
alent to the possession of a Class A license and is a Class A license 
for purposes of the fish and game statutes. 

However, if a septuagenarian desires to hunt big game he must 
pay a fee of three dollars for a Class A-I license. Section 26-202.1 (2) 
refers to the payment of an "additional sum of three dollars". This 
phrase is applicable only to applicants who are required to pay a 
fee of three dollars for a Class A license. The purpose of this phrase 
is to indicate the possession of a Class A license does not entitle the 
holder thereof to hunt big game. The phrase cannot be construed to 
require a septuagenarian to now pay three dollars for a Class A license 
if he desires to obtain a Class A-I license. 

Section 26-202.1 (9) supra, permits the holder of a Class A license 
to obtain a trapper's permit, a Class C license, upon payment of a 
ten dollar fee. As previously stated, the proof of a septuagenarian's 
age is equivalent to the possession of a Class A license. The septua
genarian applicant need only prove his age and pay the ten dollar 
fee and he may receive a Class C license. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that a septuagenarians proof of age 
is equivalent to the possession of a Class A license. A septuagenarian 
need not purchase a Class A license before he may obtain a Class 
A-I or Class C license. A septuagenarian is only required to pay 
three dollars for a Class A-I license and ten dollars for a Class C 
license. 

Very truly yours, 
FORREST H. ANDERSON 
Attorney General 

Opinion No. 37 

Counties-Cities and Towns-Taxation-Proceeds of 4% Tax on 
Sales of Liquor 

Held: 1. That the proceeds of the tax on the retail price of liquor 
provided in Chapter 217, Laws of 1957, is for the use of the 
general fund of cities, towns and counties. 

2. That the legislature by granting the revenue realized under 
Chapter 217, Laws of 1957, did so to alleviate the inlO:reased 
expense of law enforcement resulting from the operation of 
establishments selling liquor. 
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