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"The word 'commitment' has in law a well-defined meaning, and 
signifies the act of sending an accused or convicted person to prison 
(4 Ency. of PI. and Pro p. 567; Anderson's Law Die. 210; 1 Bouvier's 
Law Dic. 296)." 

To the same effect, see 15 C. J. S., p. 585. 

It seems apparent, therefore, the expense of "committing" a girl to 
the State Vocational School for Girls must include the mileage and costs 
of transportation incident to sending such girl to said school; and, under 
Section 12537 of the Revised Codes of Montana of 1935, such expense 
shall be borne by the ·county from which the girl is committed. 

Sincerely yours, 

No. 354 

JOHN W. BONNER 
Attorney General 

ELECTIONS - POLL BOOKS - COUNTY CLERK, duty 
preparing poll books for election concerning creation of levy, 

debt or liability 

Held: If the county clerk is satisfied, from such knowledge as he may 
have officially or otherwise or as he may secure from the COlDlty 
records, that the name of a registered elector is the same as a 
name appearing upon the last preceding completed assessment roll 
of the county, then he should include that name in a poll book for 
an election concerning the creation of a levy, debt or liability. 

Mr. Edison W. Kent 
County Attorney' 
Granite County 
Philipsburg, Montana 

Dear Mr. Kent: 

February 4, 1942. 

You have asked this office for an opinion on the following question: 

When it becomes the duty of the county clerk to make up a poll 
book of electors qualified to vote at an election concerning the creation 
of a levy, debt or liability, how is it to be determined whether the 
person whose name appears on the last assessment roll is the same 
person who signed a registration card? 

In Section 2 of Article IX of the Montana Constitution the qualifica­
tions of electors are set forth. It is provided that "if the question sub­
mitted concerns the creation of any levy, debt or liability the person, in 
addition to possessing the qualifications above mentioned, must also be a 
taxpayer whose name appears upon the last preceding completed assess­
ment roU, in order to entitle him to vote upon such question." 

Poll books are prepared for all elections, including those relating to 
creation of a levy, debt or liability, by the county clerk under the pro­
visions of Section 568 of the Revised Codes of Montana of 1935. It would 
appear that, if the county clerk is satisfied the identity of the registered 
elector is the same as the person whose name appears on the last com­
pleted assessment roll, then that elector should be included in the poll 
book for an election relating to creation of a levy, debt or liability. A 
somewhat similar question arose with respect to comparison of names on 
initiative petitions and those on county registration cards. It was then 
held that, if the county clerk is satisfied as to the identity of the petition 
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signer, he should certify the signer and the registered voter are one and 
the same person. (Vol. 18, Opinions of the Attorney General, No. 205). 

It is my opinion that, if the county clerk is satisfied, from such knowl­
edge as he may have or may secure, the name of a registered elector is 
the same as a name appearing upon the last preceding completed assess­
ment roll of the county, then he should include that name in a poll book 
for an e1ectio~ concerning the creation of a levy, debt or liability. 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN W. BONNER 
Attorney General 

No. 355 

LIVESTOCK-INSPECTION AND MARKETING OF 
HIDES OF SLAUGHTERED CATTLE-RECORDS-BILL 

OF SALE, when to be presented 

Held: All inspections of cattle slaughtered under the provisions of Sec­
tion 3298.18, Revised Codes of Montana, 1935, as amended by Chap­
ter 78, Laws of 1941, shall be made by the sheriff, his deputy, or 
stock inspector appointed by the Livestock Commission, in the 
county where the animal was slaughtered. Such inspection con­
sists of a stamping of all four quarters of the animal slaughtered 
and a tagging of its hide at one and the same time. Should the 
hide be subsequently sold by a butcher or meat peddler to a hide 
buyer, the retagging of the hide is unnecessary. 

Mr. Paul Raftery 
Secretary 
Livestock Commission 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Mr. Raftery; 

You have submitted the following; 

February 4, 1942. 

"A situation has arisen in one of the larger cities In the state 
where hide dtalers buy hides from local butcher shops, secure tags 
from the sheriff, and attach such tags to the hides purchased in their 
own hide houses. Chapter 284 requires the inspection of meat and 
hides, and its marking, by the sheriff, in the county where slaughtered. 
Chapter 177, Laws of 1939, provides only for the marking and in­
spection of hides, and as it does not require the inspection or mark­
ing of meat, we are of the opinion that hides purchased from butchers 
should be marked in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 284, 
at the time of their inspection, and that the provisions of Chapter 
177, Laws of 1939, do not apply to the extent that hide buyers may 
secure tags from the sheriff, to be applied by the hide buyer, to hides 
of cattle which have been purchased from local butcher shops. Chap­
ter 284 requires the presentation of the meat and the hide at the time 
of inspection. Would you be kind enough to give us your opinion as 
to the manner in which this inspection should be handled in the case 
of hides which are puchased from butcher shops by hide dealers?" 

Section 3298.18, as amended by Chapter 78, Laws of 1941, insofar as 
pertinen t here provides; 

"3298.18. Inspection and Marking of Hides of Slaughtered Cattle­
Records-Bill of Sale to Be Presented When-License or Inspection 
Not Necessary, When. All butchers and meat peddlers and all other 
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