
382 OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Board meetings (4464), and 7¢ per 
mile while inspecting roads and per­
forming similar duties (4884). While 
attending board meetings the members 
receive no other compensation than 
their mileage and per diem. While 
inspecting roads and performing simi­
lar duties (1632), in addition to the 
per diem and mileage, necessary ex­
penses are allowed. In other words, 
the extra mileage received by the mem­
bers of the board of county commis­
sioners while attending sessions will 
compensate them, to some extent at 
least, for necessary living expenses 
occasioned while remaining at the 
county seat during the session. 

Your other question has been passed 
upon by our Opinion No. 306, Volume 
17, Opinions of the Attorney General. 
Therefore, it is my opinion that a 
member of the board of county com­
missioners is entitled to mileage for 
one trip only in attending a session 
of the board. (Opinion No. 306, Vol. 
17, Opinions of the Attorney General. 
interprets the law as allowing 10¢ per 
mile.) 

Opinion No. 316. 

Elections-Bonds-High School 
Districts. 

HELD: An election to bond a high 
school district must be separate from 
the general election for county and 
state officers. 

August 5, 1938. 

Mr. W. G. Gilbert 
Deputy County Attorney 
Dillon, Montana 

Dear Mr. Gilbert: 

You have asked if an election to rond 
a high school district in Beaverhead 
County can be held at the same time. 
and with the same election judges and 
clerks, as the general election, or if it 
is necessary to call a special election. 

After the trustees have decided to 
undertake a Public Works Program 
as provided by Section 1301.1, Revised 
Codes of Montana, 1935. as amended 
by Chapter 16, Laws 1937, they are 
"vested with the power and authority 
to issue and negotiate coupon bonds on 
the credit of the high school districts 
in conformity with and for anyone or 
more of the purposes provided in exist· 

ing statutes, or statutes that may here­
after be enacted." (Section 1301.3.) 
And "all the laws of this state govern­
ing the issuance and sale of bonds by 
school districts, the levying of taxes 
for the payment of the principal and 
interest thereof and payment and re­
demption thereof, insofar as the same 
are applicable and not in conflict with 
any of the provisions of this act. shall 
apply to and govern all bonds issued 
under the provisions of this act." 
(Section 1301.4.) 

It is evident that insofar as the 
procedure for the issuance of bonds 
is concerned, a high school district is 
treated substantially the same as a 
common school district except when 
the provisions of Chapter 119 of the 
Political Code specifically conflict. 

The general provisions for school 
district bonds are found in Chapter 115 
of the Political Code, Section 1224.13 
of which provides for the conduct of 
the election. Section 1224.13 is as 
follows: 

"The bond election shall be con­
ducted in the manner prescribed for 
the election of school trustees and 
return shall be made and canvassed 
in a similar manner." 

Article XI, Section 10 of the Mon­
tana Constitution, declares: "The leg­
islative assembly shall provide that all 
elections for school district officers 
shall be separate from those elections 
at which state or county officers are 
voted for." 

Then, if school officers, including 
school trustees, must be voted for at 
a separate election from that at which 
state or county officers are voted for, 
and if the bond election shall be con­
ducted in the manner prescribed for 
election of school trustees, it is my 
opinion that the bond election must be 
separate from the general election and 
it will be necessary for the trustees 
of the high school district to call a 
special election. 

Opinion No. 317. 

Public Welfare-Counties-Warrants. 

HELD: The State Department of 
Public Welfare has available funds to 
meet the counties' needs for general 
relief. It is mandatory that the state 
make grants-in-aid for general relief 
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