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From the above it is clear that building and loan stock is taxable 
to the individual owner as therein provided. 

You also state that some of the owners of this stock have refused 
to disclose to the assessor, on his demand, the amount of stock held by 
them, and that the assessor has proceeded to assess the same under 
the provisions of Section 2515 R.C.M. 1921, by estimating the value of 
the same, and that the owners now contend that such an assessment 
is void for the reason that it is arbitrary and based upon a mere guess. 
I presume that you are referring to Section 2007 instead of 2515, and it 
is my opinion that under the provisions of this section the assessor is 
authorized to estimate the value of the property, and as this section is 
in the nature of a penalty for refusal to divulge information it is my 
opinion that the assessment made thereunder is valid. 

Schools-Taxes. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

The requirements of chapter 145, laws of 1929, relative to 
an extra levy to carryon school from July to November of 
the succeeding year is mandatory. The levy must not exceed 
10 mills except for the year 1930 for which year 3 mills addi­
tional shall be levied when necessary. 

Miss Clara B. Anderson, 
County Superintendent of 'Schools, 

Ryegate, Montana. 

My dear Miss Anderson: 

June 19, 1929. 

You have reqllested an opinion relative to Section 1203 as amended 
by Chapter 145, Laws of 1929, with respect to whether it is mandatory 
on the board to certify the extra levy necessary to carry on school from 
July to November of the succeeding school year. 

The provisions relative to the levy to cover the additional period, 
in my opinion, are mandatory within the limits of the levy. The language 
of the section both as to the amount. required to maintain a school for 
the current year as well as to meet requirements for the period of the 
succeeding year from July to November is that "the trustees of each 
school district shall" certify the amount required. It further provides 
"in case the board of trustees of any school shall fail to certify the 
amount they are required to certify * * * at the time herein speci­
fied, the county superintendent shall ascertain the amount of money 
needed by the district for such purposes, and advise the county com­
missioners, on or before the time designated by law for the levy or tax, 
of the amount required by such school district." 

The combined amount of the levy for both purposes must not exceed 
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ten mills, except for the period July 1st to November :30, 1930; 3 mills in 
addition to the 10 mills may be levied by the board in 1929. While the 
statute uses the word "may" with respect to this additional 3 mills, this 
was not intended to change the mandatory requirement that the extra 
taxes be levied, but was intended to permit the board, if necessary, to 
exceed the 10-mill levy for the first year. It must levy the additional 
taxes, and for the first year it may exceed the 10 mills when necessary 
to do so to the extent of 3 mills; but thereafter the regular and extra 
lEvies must not exceed 10 mills. 

It is therefore my opinion that the provisions of the act relative to 
the supplemental levy are mandatory. 

Newspapers-Circulation. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

The meaning of the term "general circulation" must be de­
termined by a process of inclusion and exclusion and a news­
paper having a paid circulation of only 163 paid subscriptions 
cannot be held to have a general circulation in a county having 
a population of several thousand. 

Melvin N. Hoiness, Esq., 
Deputy County Attorney, 

Billings, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Hoiness: 

June 21, 1929. 

You have requested ar. OpInIOn whether the Midland Review, a 
newspaper published in the city of Billings, can qualify as a newspaper 
of general circulation under the provisions of Section 4482 R.C.M. 1921. 

You state that the paper in question has been published in Billings 
since October 7, 1927 every Friday and has a circulation of 3,187 in 
Billings and 650 on rural routes, all of which are delivered gratis; that 
it also has a paid subscription circulation of 163. 

Section 4482, supra, provides, in part, as follows: 

"It is hereby made the duty of the county commissioners of 
the several counties of the state of Montana to contract with 
some newspaper, published at least once a week, and of general 
circulation, published within the county, and having been pub­
lished cor.tinuously in such county at least one year, immediately 
preceding the awarding of such contract, to do and perform all 
the printing for which said counties may be chargeable; including 
all legal advertising required by law to be made, blanks, blank 
books, stationery, election supplies, loose-leaf for:ns and devices, 
official pUblications, and all other printed forms required for 
the use of such counties, * * *" 
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