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Hence, while I am not free from doubt on the question, it is my 
opinion that the sale of property for delinquent taxes and the issuance 
of a tax deed to either the county or an individual does not extinguish 
the lien of special improvement district assessments unless the property 
is thereafter sold by the county or was sold to an individual originally 
for a sufficient amount to pay the assessment in full with all penalties, 
costs, and interest. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Dogs-Livestock-Quarantine-Anirnals. 

The term "livestock" as used in section 3267 of the code 
does not include dogs. 

Under the general authority contained in subdivision 4 
of section 3267 the livestock sanitary board may quarantine 
dogs for infectious-contagious diseases transmittable to live
stock but not to prevent the transmission of such diseases to 
domestic foxes or wild animals since the latter are not live
stock. 

February 10, 1928. 
Dr. W. J. Butler, 

State Veterinary Surgeon, 
Helena, Montana. 

My dear Doctor Butler: 

You have requested my opmIOn whether the livestock sanitary 
board is empowered to quarantine dogs for infectious-contagious 
diseases that are transmittable to livestock or domestic foxes or wild 
animals. 

Section 3267 of the code gives the livestock sanitary board exten
sive control over "livestock" including the power to quarantine. It is, 
however, my opinion that dogs cannot be included in the term "livestock" 
as that word is used in section 3267 and elsewhere throughout the law 
relating to the livestock sanitary board. 

The word "livestock" commonly denotes horses, cattle, and other 
domestic animals kept for profit and does not include such animals as 
cats and dogs. Thus in the case of Selma St. Ry. Co. v. Martin, 56 So. 
601, the word "stock" (which is practically synonymous with "livestock") 
was held not to include dogs. 

It is therefore my opinion that the power to quarantine livestock 
does not include authority to quarantine dogs. 

However, subdivision 4 of section 3267 gives the livestock sanitary 
board authority to "do or perform such other acts or things as in their 
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judgment may be necessary or proper in the fostering, promotion, or 
protection of the livestock industry in this state." 

This general authority is, in my opinion, sufficient to authorize 
your board to quarantine dogs for infectious-contagious diseases that 
are transmittable to livestock. It would not, however, authorize such 
quarantine to prevent the transmission of diseases to domestic foxes 
or wild animals since the latter are not livestock. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Assessment - Stock - Livestock - Slaughtered Cattle
Cattle. 

Where an owner of cattle had no pure bred animals listed 
on the assessment roll for taxation but did have some "three
year-old steers including stock bulls" assessed to him, and two 
pure bred shorthorn bulls were slaughtered by the livestock 
sanitary board as tubercular, the basis for indemnity is that 
provided by subdivision 4 of section 3271, i. e., the minimum 
assessed value for animals of that class and age. 

Same rule applied where animals destroyed were three
year-old steers and owner had only yearling steers assessed to 
him. 

February 10, 1928. 
Dr. W. J. Butler, 

State Veterinary Surgeon, 
Helena, Montana. 

My dear Doctor Butler: 

You have submitted the following questions: 

"We have a claim presented to the livestock sanitary board 
wherein it shows that an owner had no purebred animals listed 
on his assessment, but had assessed steers three years old, 
including stock bulls. 

"This particular owner had five tuberculous animals in his 
herd, which were destroyed, and two of these animals were 
purebred shorthorn bulls. 

"We also have another case wherein the owner had assessed 
a certain number of yearling steers, but some of the animals 
destroyed proved to be three-year-old steers. 

"In determining the amount of indemnity to be paid the 
owner in the first case, is the minimum assessed valuation of 
purebred bulls to be the basis of indemnity, or is the assessed 
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