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And we further find that under the provisions of section 1759, 
R. C. M. 1921, the owner of an automobile is also required to present a 
verified application for registration. "Verify," as used in law, is defined 
by Funk & Wagnalls' New Standard Dictionary as to "affirm under 
oath," and words and phrases used in the codes or other statutes of Mon­
tana are construed according to the context and approved usage of the 
language. (Section 15, R. C. M. 1921.) 

The word "verified" having been embodied in the statute, it is pre­
sumed to have been used in its legal sense, and it is therefore my opinion 
that an application for registration of a motor vehicle must be sworn to 
before a notary or other officer authorized to administer oaths. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Corporations-Articles of Incorporation-Certification. 

The certified copy referred to in section 6003 R. C. M. 
1921, as amended, means a copy certified by the clerk and 
recorder of the county wherein the original is filed. 

William Powers, Esq., 
Secretary of State, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Powers: 

January 4, 1928. 

You have requested my opinion whether the certified copy referred 
to in section 6003 R. C. M. 1921, as amended by chapter 5 laws of 1927, 
is required to be certified by the county clerk and recorder or whether 
it may be certified to by any officer authorized to administer oaths. 

Section 6003, as amended, provides in part as follows: 

"Every corporation, having a capital stock, except banks, 
trust companies, and building and loan associations, shall by 
March 1st of each year hereafter, file in the office of the County 
Clerk and Recorder of the County in which the principal place 
of business of such corporation is situated, (and a certified copy 
thereof in the office of the Secretary of State,) a report of the 
condition of said corporation on December 31st preceding * * * " 
While the above provision is not well worded and does not specifi-

cally state that the copy in question shall be certified by the county clerk 
and recorder, yet it is clear that what is to be filed with the secretary of 
state is not just a copy of the report but it must be a true and correct 
copy of the report filed with the county clerk and recorder, and it is 
therefore evident that it was the intention of the legislature that the 
copy should be certified by the county clerk and recorder with whom the 
original report was filed. 

Therefore, applying the rule of statutory construction that the in-
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tention of the legislature is to be pursued, if possible, it is my opinion 
that the certified copy referred to in section 6003, supra, as amended, 
means a copy certified by the clerk and recorder of the county wherein 
the original is filed. 

Very truly yours, 
L. A. FOOT, 

Attorney General. 

License Tax-Livestock-Grazing-Refund-Taxes. 

By chapter 101, laws of 1927, a tax is not imposed on 
livestock coming into the state for permanent grazing upon 
a change of ownership, and any taxes paid under such circum­
stances may be refunded. 

Horace W. Judson, Esq., 
County Attorney, 

Cut Bank, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Judson: 

January 6, 1928. 

Your letter was received regarding my interpretation of chapter 101, 
laws of 1927. You have submitted to me the following statement of facts 
and request for opinion: 

"The Frye Cattle Co. run a large number of cattle in this 
county, and from time to time during the year purchase a con­
siderable number of cattle from outside of the state (mostly 
from Canada) and bring them into this county where they are 
kept and grazed the same as other cattle. 

"During the year 1927, under the chapter above mentioned, 
they paid to this county something over nine hundred dollars 
as a license on cattle. They now contend that inasmuch as the 
cattle are brought here and retained here permanently and not 
merely for grazing temporarily, that they are not subject to 
the payment of that license. Presumably, taxes were paid upon 
the cattle in Canada before being brought into this county. No 
annual tax was assessed against them here. Do you interpret 
this statute to cover cases such as this?" 

By chapter 101, supra, a license is imposed "ullon all such livestock 
coming into this state to graze for any hmgth of time whatsoever, pro­
vided, however, that no livestock on which the regular annual tax is 
levied by any county of the state shall pay said license tax." 

By section 2 it is made the duty of owners of such livestock bring­
ing them into the state "for grazing purposes" to notify the county 
treasurer of the county in which the livestock is being grazed. 

By section 3 it is made the duty of the county treasurer to ascertain 
if there is any livestock from without this state "temporarily grazing 
within his county." 
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