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chairman or any two members of the board; at least 48 hours written 
notice shall be given to each member of the board of any special meet
ings, and no business transacted by the board shall be valid unless 
transacted at a regular or special meeting thereof. 

It is therefore my opinion that salaries and other claims may be 
approved by the county high school board at a special meeting where 
regularly called. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Insurance Commissioner-Fire Marshal-Tax. 

The tax provided for by section 2761 R. C. M. 1921 should 
be collected on all the business written and not merely that 
covering loss by fire. 

George P. Porter, Esq., 
State Auditor and Commissioner of Insurance, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Porter: 

July 20, 1927. 

You have requested my opinion on the following question: 

"Under the provisions of section 2761 R. C. M. 1921 and in 
cases where fire insurance companies write several different 
kinds of insurance, including hail, tornado, earthquake, etc., 
should the tax provided for in said section be collected on all 
the business written and not merely on that which is written 
on buildings?" 

Section 2761 provides as follows: 

"For the purpose of maintaining the department of the state 
fire marshal and the payment of the expenses incident thereto, 
each fire insurance company doing business in this state shall 
pay to the state auditor and commissioner of insurance ex
officio, during the month of February or March in each year, in 
addition to the license fees required by law to be paid by it, 
provided in section 6112 of these codes, a tax of one-fourth of 
one per cent on the gross premium receipts of such companies, 
less cancellations and return premiums, on all business trans
acted by it in the state of Montana during the calendar year 
next preceding, as shown by its annual statement under oath to 
the insurance department. The state auditor and commissioner 
of insurance ex-officio shall pay the money so received into the 
state treasury to the credit of a special fund for the mainten
ance of the office of the state fire marshal, to be known as the 
'state fire marshal fund.' If any portion of such special fund 
remains unexpended at the end of the year for which it was 
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required to be paid, and the state fire marshal so certifies, it 
shall be transferred to the general fund of the state; provided, 
that such salaries, compensation of special deputies or clerks, 
and all other expenses of the department of the state fire 
marshal, necessary in the performance of the duties imposed 
on him by law, shall not exceed in any year the amount paid 
into the state treasury for that year by fire insurance com
panies, as provided herein." 

It will be noted that the above section provides for a tax of one
fourth of one per cent on the gross premium receipts of such com
panies, less cancellations and return premium, on all business transacted 
by it in the state of Montana during the calendar year next preceding, 
as shown by its annual statement under oath to the insurance depart
ment. None of the business transacted by a fire insurance company is 
exempt from this tax. Furthermore, it would appear that the annual 
statement of said company required under this act must show all of 
the business transacted in the state by the company and that this tax 
is figured on one-fourth of one per cent of the amount shown by this 
statement. 

It is therefore my opinion that the tax in question should be col
lected on all the business written and not merely on that which is 
written on buildings. Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Fish-Game-Licenses-Duplicates-Fish and Game. 

If the holder of a fishing or hunting license has lost it and 
cannot exhibit it to an officer on demand, he cannot lawfully 
take fish or game 'in view of the provisions of section 3689 
R. C. M., imposing on the licensee the duty to have the license 
in his possession. 

Upon a satisfactory showing being made that a person has 
procured a fishing or hunting license and has lost it, the fish 
and game department may legally issue a duplicate license. 

Robert H. Hill, Esq., 
State Game Warden, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Hill: 

July 23, 1927. 

You have requested my opinion upon the following question: 

. "In the event one who has purchased a hunting and fishing 
license should lose the same and takes fish and game without 
said hunting and fishing license being in his possession, and 
being unable to exhibit the said hunting and fishing license to 
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