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A similar constitutional provision was before the court in the case 
of City of LouisYillp vs. Louisyille Ry. Co., 63 S. W. 14, and the court 
held that under such a constitutional provision the board of county com
missioners was without authority to compromise a claim. 

In this connection, your attention is also called to the case of Com
missioners of Jefferson County YS. Lineberger, 3 Mont. 231, 242. 

It is, therefore, my opinion that the county commissioners are with
out authority to effect any compromise with judgment debtors owing 
money to the county. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Schools-School Districts...:-High Schools-Taxes-Counties. 

A joint school district maintaining a high school is entitled 
to include all pupils attending from either county whether resi
dents of the district or not. 

Jas. Eo McKenna. Esq .. 
Vermty Count~· Attorne~', 

Lewistown, Montana. 

My deal' Mr, McKenna: 

December 16. 1925. 

You have requested my 0pullon as to the construction to be gi"ven 
section 1281-A as it appears in chapter LO, laws of 1925. 

The particular question submitted is whether a joint district main
taining' au a('credited high sehool is entitled to receive from each of 
the countiPR in whkll it is loeated a proportionate share of the high 
sehool tax hased upon attpllI\anee or teaching positions. and whether 
pupils attending from ont~ide trw (\istl'ict may be included in determining 
attendllnce. 

Section 1281-A llrovidps: 

"FJaeh accredited high school maintained hy a joint school 
distri('t shall for all the purposeR of this ehapter be considered 
as situated in each county in which an~' part of said joint school 
district is situated, rpg-ardless of the actual situs of such school; 
and PReh sueh joint district maintaining an accredited high 
sehool within the m!'aning of this chapter shall share in the 
apportionment of the proceeds of the high school tax of each 
suell county Ilccording to the proYisions of section 1280 of this 
code, if such count~· maintains a (county) high school, or accord
ing to the provisions of section 1281 if suc'h ('ounty does not 
maintain a (county) high 8choo1.·' 

The Imrpose of this section was to permit a joiut district maintaining 
an al'('re<1ited high ,,1'11001 to share in the county high school tax of each 
of till' cotlntips of which it iR a part, regardless of the number of students 
included in the distriet in each countr: that is, the high school is an 
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accredited high ,;chool of either county, and any pupil,.; of Pithcr count;\" 
may attend such high school free of tuition charge the samc a" aJl~' othcr 
accredited high school in either county participating in the county tax. 

'['he proYiso which limits the computation of dail~' attemlalll"c to 
those students attending from another county, and proportionately in 
determining the number of teaching positions, was intended to pren~nt 

the district from receiving double apportionment; that is. as to ('a('h 
particular county its proportionate share should be detcrmined on the 
number of students attending from that county. 

It is, therefore, my opinion that the district is entitled to haye thc 
tax computed Oil the basis of all those who attend from either county, 
whether they reside within the boundaries of the joint school district 
or not. Yery truly yours, 

L, .\.. FOOT, 
Attorney General. 

Printing-Counties-Publication-N ewspapers. 
A newspaper is not published in a county unless it is printcd 

there also. 
T. H. Burke, Esq., January 2, 1926. 

Count~' Attorney, 
Hardin, :"Iloutana. 

:"Ily dear Mr. Burke: 

You have requested my opinion on the following facts: 

The Searchlight is a ne,,'spaper first published January 21,.;t, If):.!;'. 
The printing of the first twenty issues of the paper was all doue at 
Billings, Montana, with the exception of an insert which was print('d at 
Hardin. The portion of the first twenty issues actually printed at Bill
ings was brought to Hardin where the paper, including the insert, was 
deposited in the postofiice. Since June 10th, 1925, the entire newspaper, 
with the exception of a "patent inside," has been printed at Hardin and 
the paper has at all times been mailed out from Hardin. 

You desire to know on what date the Searchlight will be eligible to 
contract with Big Horn county to do the county printing. 

Section 4482, R. C. M. 1921, provides in part that the county com
missioners shall contract for the county printing "with some newspaper, 
pubU8hed at least once a week, and of general circulation, Jllllilish('rl with
in the county, and haYing been publi8hed continuously in ,.;nch county at 
least one year, immediately preceding the awarding of ,;nch ('on tract, to 
do and perform all the printing for which sai,d counties may be ('l1arge
able." 

III the case of Stange vs. Esyal et aI, 67 Mont. 301, the suprerue court 
of this state in spealdng of this section of our statute said: 

"The word 'published,' as used in the statute, evidently mean,.; 
printed and published. It refers to a newspaper having its home 
in the county." 
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