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application and the trustees may proceed to issue bonds in the mllnnpl' 
provided by seetion 10:32 without ";IlIJlllittiug the question to the vot('rs of 
the district. 

If. however, the warrants which are sought to be funded were i,.;sned 
after ~lareh bt. 1!l:!-I. a elose !}lll'"tioll is presented as to whether or not 
ehapter 15:~ of tIll' law,.; of 192:3 govel'll". "'hile the question is not fl'ee 
from doubt it is lll." opinion that thE' two aets (,.;petion 10:32 and section 1 
of chapter 153) can and should he> ('onstrued togE'ther in Rueh mannE'r as 
to permit school trustees to issue bonds under sectioll 10:32 without sub­
mitting the question to the vot('I'S. :-;('('tion 10:32 is a Rpecial act relll tiug 
solel~' to the is"nall(,(, of bonds to take up outstanding 1l'arrants is"ned 
on the creation of a nE'W school district. Section 1 of chapter 153 is a 
general law. and SUlH1 i yj:;ion (e) thereof, above cite(1. provides for the 
issuallee of fUlHlillg" hon!!,.; for the ]HlrpOSe of taking up outstanding bIJIlr/8 

only. The act makes no mention of outstanding warrants. 

The case is, ill Illy opinion, a proper one for the application of the 
rulE' announced by our supreme court in Stadler vs. City of Helena, 46 
Mont. 128, 139, wherein the court said: 

"Where th('rc is one statute dealing with a suh.ieet in general 
and comprehensive terms, and another dealing with a part of the 
>'ame gE'neral subject in a more minute and definite way, the two 
should be rE'ad togE'ther and harmonized, if possible, with a view 
to giving effect to a consi"tent legislative polic~': hut to the ex­
tent of any necessary repugnancy between them, the special will 
prevail over the general statute." 

It is, therefore, my opinion that the two acts ma~' be harmonized 
but that even in a Cll8e where warrants were issued after the effective 
datE' of chapter 153 recourse may still be had to section 1032 for the 
issuance of the particular bonds therl'ill described without submitting 
the question to the electors. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. I!'OOT, 

Attorney General. 

School Boards-High Schools--Reports-OolUlty Superin­
tendent of Schools. 

The board of trustees of a county high 
make a report to the county Ruperintendent of 
vided in section 977, R. C . .:\1. 1921. 

school should 
schools as pro-

Miss ~Iay Trumper, August 25, 1925. 
~uperintendent of Public lnstruetion, 

Helena, Montana. 

1\1y dear Miss Trumper: 

You have request~d my opinion whether county high school boards 
are obliged to make reports at the close of the school years similar to 
those required by law of all other boards of trustees. 

cu1046
Text Box



OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 203 

Section 955, R. C. M. 1921, provides that the county superintendent of 
schools shall have general supervision of the public schools in his county. 

Section 976, R. C. M. 1921, requires the county superintendent to pub­
lish annually a statement of the financial condition and transactions of 
all school districts, which statement shall contain: first, a statement of 
all moneys received by such school district in the county and from what 
source derived; second, a summary of all the moneys paid out in each 
of the school districts of the county, showing the total amount expended 
in each district for salaries of teachers, for maintenance of schools, for 
repairs, new equipment, buildings, improvements, and any other mis­
cellaneous expense. 

Section 977, R. C. M. 1921, provides as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of all boards of school trustees to furnish 
to the county superintendent of schools of their county, at such 
time and in such form as may be required by said county super­
intendent, the information specified in the preceding section with 
reference to their several school districts." 

While the board of trustees of county schools is not specifically 
mentioned neither is it excepted by the above statutes, and as a county 
high school is clearly a public school of the county, supported by the 
taxpayers the same as the district schools, it is my opinion that the term 
"all boards of school trustees," as used in section 977, is broad enough to 
include the county high school boards and that these boards should make 
their reports accordingly. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. FOOT, 

Attorney General. 

School Districts-Bonds-Limitation-PeTcentage Valuation. 

Chapter 153, laws of 1923, imposes on all school districts 
issuing bonds thereafter a limitation of 3 per cent of the per­
centage value. Where districts had previously issued bonds 
the percentage limitation is further limited by bonds previously 
issued so that the total issue shall not exceed 3 per cent of the 
full assessed value. 

I. M. Brandjord, Esq., 
Register of State Lands, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Brandjord: 

August 28, 1925. 

There have been recently submitted to this office two transcripts 
showing proceedings had by school district Xo. 44, Fergus county, in 
issuing bonds. One transcript is for building bonds in the sum of $11,900, 
and the other for furnishing and equipping a school building in the 
amount of $8,100.00, making a total proposed bonded indebtedness of 
$20,000.00. 
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