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WaITants-Bonds-Schoo1s-ELections. 

Section 1032, R. C. M. 1921, and section 1 of chapter 153, 
laws of 1923, may be harmonized, but to the extent of any re
pugnancy between them the former act, being a special one, 
will prevail. 

Where warrants have been issued on the creation of a new 
school district they may be funded under the provisions of 
section 1032 without submission of the question to the electors 
of the district notwithstanding the provisions of section 1, 
chapter 152, laws of 1923. 
Miss May Trumper, 

Huperintendent of Public Instruction, 
Helena, Montana. 

My deal' Miss Trumper: 
, 

August 5, 1925. 

You have submitted the following statement of faets and request an 
opinion thereon: 

"Section 1032 of the revised codes of Montana, 1921. pro
vides for the issuing of bonds by a newly-ereatecl district in the 
manner provided in section 1235. The legislature of 1923 repealed 
section 1235. Does section 1224 provide for the issuing of re
funding bonds without suhmitting the question to the electors, 
or must bonds to retire interest-bearing warrants issued under 
the provisions of 8ection 1030, be authorized by a vote of the 
electors?" 

Section 1030, R. C, M. 1921, proyicles that upon the adjustment of the 
indebtedness between an old and a new school district warrants shall 
be issued and deliverec1 to the trustees of the old di8trict. 

Section 1032 authorizes the 8('hool tru8tees to issue bonds in the 
manner provided hr section 1035 to pa~' these warrants. 

Hection 1 of chapter 153. 1a WB of 1923. amending section 1224. enum
erates certain purposes for which school trnstee8 are authorized to issue 
bonc1s on 8ubmission of the question to the Yotprs of the district. Sub
division (e) of said seetion reads as follows: 

" (e) For the purpose of providing the necessary funds to 
pay and redeem maturing. redeemable or optional bonds when 
there is not sufficient money to the eredit of the school district 
applicable to the redemption and parment of said bonds." 

The section further provides: 

"Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the issuance 
of refunding bonds to take up outstanding indebtedness incurred 
before the passage of this aet without first submitting the ques
tion to a yotp of the taxpayers in said distriet." 

'1'he effective date of chapter 153 was March 1st, 1924. If, therefore, 
the warrants to which you refer were issued before March 1st, 1924, 
there can be no doubt but that the provisions of chapter 154 have no 
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application and the trustees may proceed to issue bonds in the mllnnpl' 
provided by seetion 10:32 without ";IlIJlllittiug the question to the vot('rs of 
the district. 

If. however, the warrants which are sought to be funded were i,.;sned 
after ~lareh bt. 1!l:!-I. a elose !}lll'"tioll is presented as to whether or not 
ehapter 15:~ of tIll' law,.; of 192:3 govel'll". "'hile the question is not fl'ee 
from doubt it is lll." opinion that thE' two aets (,.;petion 10:32 and section 1 
of chapter 153) can and should he> ('onstrued togE'ther in Rueh mannE'r as 
to permit school trustees to issue bonds under sectioll 10:32 without sub
mitting the question to the vot('I'S. :-;('('tion 10:32 is a Rpecial act relll tiug 
solel~' to the is"nall(,(, of bonds to take up outstanding 1l'arrants is"ned 
on the creation of a nE'W school district. Section 1 of chapter 153 is a 
general law. and SUlH1 i yj:;ion (e) thereof, above cite(1. provides for the 
issuallee of fUlHlillg" hon!!,.; for the ]HlrpOSe of taking up outstanding bIJIlr/8 

only. The act makes no mention of outstanding warrants. 

The case is, ill Illy opinion, a proper one for the application of the 
rulE' announced by our supreme court in Stadler vs. City of Helena, 46 
Mont. 128, 139, wherein the court said: 

"Where th('rc is one statute dealing with a suh.ieet in general 
and comprehensive terms, and another dealing with a part of the 
>'ame gE'neral subject in a more minute and definite way, the two 
should be rE'ad togE'ther and harmonized, if possible, with a view 
to giving effect to a consi"tent legislative polic~': hut to the ex
tent of any necessary repugnancy between them, the special will 
prevail over the general statute." 

It is, therefore, my opinion that the two acts ma~' be harmonized 
but that even in a Cll8e where warrants were issued after the effective 
datE' of chapter 153 recourse may still be had to section 1032 for the 
issuance of the particular bonds therl'ill described without submitting 
the question to the electors. 

Very truly yours, 

L. A. I!'OOT, 

Attorney General. 

School Boards-High Schools--Reports-OolUlty Superin
tendent of Schools. 

The board of trustees of a county high 
make a report to the county Ruperintendent of 
vided in section 977, R. C . .:\1. 1921. 

school should 
schools as pro-

Miss ~Iay Trumper, August 25, 1925. 
~uperintendent of Public lnstruetion, 

Helena, Montana. 

1\1y dear Miss Trumper: 

You have request~d my opinion whether county high school boards 
are obliged to make reports at the close of the school years similar to 
those required by law of all other boards of trustees. 
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