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therefor at any time within the year. The collection of these 
taxes shall be under the direction of the Board of County 
Commissioners." 

The constitutional provision which controlled the bachelor tax 
decision is Section 4, Article XII, reading as follows: 

"The legislative assembly shall not levy taxes upon the 
inhabitants or property in any county, city, town, or munici
pal corporation for county, town, or municipal purposes, but 
it may by law vest in the corporate authorities thereof powers 
to assess and collect taxes for such purposes." 

The ground of decision in the Bachelor Tax Case is that the poor 
poll tax was levied in a fixed amount by the Legislature for county 
purposes, in contravention of the foregoing section. By Section 5 of 
Article X of the Constitution it is made the duty of the counties to 
provide for the poor. The Constitution is silent as to the duties of 
counties in connection with roads and highways, and in this respeot 
a distinction appears between the poor poll tax and the road poll 
U1X here in question. The building and maintenance of roads is not, 
in my opinion, a county purpose within the meaning of Section 4 of 
Article XII of the Constitution, and the poll tax provided by 
Chapter 172 of the Laws of 1917 should be collected by the county of
ficials. 

Very truly yours, 

WELLINGTON D. RANKIN, 
Attorney General. 

Personal Property Tax-Lien Upon All Real Estate of 
the Owner in the County-Whether a Lien Upon Real Estate 
Bought on a Contract for a Deed. 

Personal property taxes are a lien upon all of the real 
estate of the owner of the personal property situated in 
the county. 

Personal property taxes against the purchaser of real 
estate under contract for deed are not a lien upon such real 
estate. 

L. V. Ketter, Esq., 
County Attorney, 

Sidney, Montana. 

l\Iy dear Mr. Ketter: 

You have inquired, first, wlH'tlJcr the lien of personal property 
taxes is upon all of the real estate in the county owned by the perGOll 
liable for the taxes, or limited to certain pieces of real estate to which 
the persollal property may be related as improvements or otherwise; 
and, second, wb.ether personal property taxes are a lien upon re'Ll estate 
bought on contract for deed. 
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As to your fir>'t question, there is nothing in the statutes limiting 
the hen of a }lenonal property tax to any particular realty, and it is 
a lien upon all of the real estate of the person liable for the tax 
situated within the county. 

As to your f:econd question. it was held in Knapp v. Andrus, rl5 
Mont. 37, and 8,1so in Wright Land & Investment Company v. Even, 57 
Mont. 1, that tbe purchaser of lands under contract for deed acquire~ 

a mere equity in the land lind that the title is still in the seller. 
Under this rule pETsonal property taxes assessed to the purchaser 
of land would not constitute a lien upon the land, but such tax:!s 
assessed to the seller would constitute a lien upon the land sold, title 
to which had r,ot yet passed to the purchaser. 

Very truly yours, 

WELLINGTON D. RANKIN, 
Attorney General. 

Plum bers-Qualifications of-License. 

Sections 5183 to 5193 of the Revised Codes of 1921 
construed to authorize an individual to engage in the 
plumbing business without being qualified as a master 
plumber, providing that he employs a duly licensed master 
plumber and duly licensed journeymen plumbers to do the 
work. 
Edgar J. Baker, Esq., 

County Attorney. 
Lewistown, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Baker: 

I have a letter from Dr. T. H. Pleasants, Secretary of the Depart
ment of Health of your county, in which he asked whether an in
dividual can engage in' the plumbing business in its wide sense, with
out being first qualified as a master plumber, when he employs legally 
qualified and licensed journeymen plumbers. 

The statute relati;ng to the granting of licenses to plumbers Is 
found in Section 5183 to 5193, inclusive, of the Revised Codes of 1921. 

Section 5183 provides as follows: 
"Any person working at the business of plumbing, in any 

incorporated city or town in this state containing more than 
three thousand inhabitants, either as a master plumber or as 
a journeyman plumber, shall first secure a license as here
inafter provided." 

In Section 5186 it is provided, in part, as follows: 

"In the case of a firm or corporation, the examination 
and issuing of a license to anyone member of the firm, or 
to the manager of the corporation, shall satisfy the require
ments of this act as to master plumbers, but not as to journey-
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