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"Qualification of voters at such an election (bond election) 
may be fixed by either constitutional provision or legislative 
action, and the privilege of voting limited to the taxpayers, 
or such other classes as may seem advisable. The validity 
of these provisions has been universally sustained since the 
act of voting is not a right, but a mere privilege to be granted 
as a matter of favor by the sovereign state." 

I am, therefore, of the opinion that Chapter 104 is not in con
flict either with the provisions of Section 2 of Article IX, or Section 
10 of Article IX, of the State Constitution. 

Very truly yours, 

WELLINGTON D. RANKIN, 
Attorney General. 

Delinquent Taxes-Publication of List in What Paper
Form of Publication. 

The delinquent tax-list should be published in the news
paper under contract with the County Commissioners to do 
the printing for the county. 

The form in which the delinquent tax-list is to be pub
lished is prescribed by Section 2629 of the Revised Codes 
of 1907. 

L. Q. Skelton, Esq., 
State Examiner, 

Helena, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Skelton: 

You have submitted the following question: "Where is the de
linquent tax list to be published, and who has the authority to pre
scribe the form in which it shall be published?" 

Chapter 71 of the Laws of 1917 makes it the duty of the County 
Commissioners of the several counties to contract with some news
paper published in the county to do all of the printing for which 
a county may be chargeable, "including all legal advertising required 
by law to be made * * * official publications * * *." 
The delinquent tax-list is an official publication within said Chapter 
71, and is to be published in the newspaper with which the County 
Commissioners have contracted. 

Section 2629 of the Revised Codes of 1907 reads as follows: 
"On or before the last Monday of each year, the county 

treasurer must publish the delinquent real estate and personal 
tax list, which must contain the names of the persons and a 
description of the property delinquent, and the amount of 
taxes and costs due, opposite each name and description, 
with the taxes due on personal property added to the taxes 
on real estate, where the real estate is liable therefor, or the 
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several taxes are due from the same person; and he shall 
likewise publish, as a part thereof and attached thereto, but 
grouped together and following the foregoing, all personal 
taxes, due and delinquent a.nd owing from persons who are 
assessed with personal property alone and no real estate, and 
the amount of delinquent tax due from each person owing 
the same, placed opposite to the name of each such person. The 
expenses of such publication shall be a charge against the 
county." 
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This section prescribes the form in which the delinquent tax-list 
is to be published, and the directions therein contained are to be 
followed by the County Treasurer in publishing the list. 

This answers your second question to the' effect that it is merely 
the duty of the official in publishing the list to see that the statutory 
form is complied with. 

I desire to draw your attention to opinions of the Attorney 
General heretofore rendered bearing upon this subject, found in 
Volume 1, page 274, Volume 2, page 206 and Volume 3, page 10, Of
ficial Opinions of the Attorney General, the second of which contains 
an approved form and all of which, are in conformity with the views 
above expressed. 

Very truly yours, 
WELLINGTON D. RANKIN, 

Attorney General. 

Board of County Commissioners-Expenditure of Money 
to Employ Expert to Educate Dry Land Farmers. 

The Board of County Commissioners are without author
ity to make expenditures for the employment of an expert 
to educate dry land farmers, except upon and in pursuance 
of a memorandum of agreement between the Board of County 
Commissioners, County Farm Bureau and the Montana State 
College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, as provided in 
Chapter 13 of the Laws of 1919. 
E. E. Collins, Esq., 

County Attorney, 
Billings, Montana. 

My dear Mr. Collins: 
Your inquiry of September 23rd relating to the right of the 

County Commissioners to expend money in employing an expert to 
assist in educating dry laI).d farmers in farming methods, has been 
received. 

The only authority for the expenditure of county funds for any 
purpose similar to that indicated is found in Chapter 13 of the Laws 
of 1919, amending Chapter 54 of the Laws of 1915, which was an 
amendment of Chapter 109 of the Laws of 1913. This chapter reads 
as follows: 
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