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"The city or town council has power to require the con
struction of crossings on the line of any railroad track or route 
within the city or town, the cars of which are propelled by 
steam or otherwise where the said track intersects or crosses any 
street, alley or public highway, or runs along the same, and to 
fix and determine the size and kind of such crossings and the 
grades thereof, and in case the owner of such railroad fails to 
co-mply with such requirements, the council may cause the same 
to be done, and it may assess the expense thereof against such 
owner, and the same constitutes a lien upan any property be
longing to such owner with such city or town, and may be 
collected as other taxes." 

It is apparent from the above that city or town councils have full 
jurisdiction over railroad crossings within their corporate limits. I am 
unable to find any provision in the laws defining the powers and duties 
of your Commission which indicates any intent on the part of the 
Legislature to divest city city and town councils of this power and to 
confet it upon your Commission. Therefore, in the absence of any sucJ~ 
specific delegation of authority, I conclude that your Commission has 
no jurisdiction over railroad crossings within the corporate limits of 
cities and towns. 

Respectfully, 

S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Building and Loan Asso~iations-Fees, Membership and 
Withdrawal. 

The withdrawal fee is the only fee that can be charged 
by Building and Loan Associations. 

Hon. H. S. Magraw, 
Superintendent of Banks, 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Sirs: 

April 5, 1919. 

You have referred to me for advice a letter from Messrs. Reynolds 
& Shea, Attorneys at Law, Bozeman, asking whether or not thE law 
passed by the last Legislature providing for a withdrawal fee of Two 
Dollars to be charged by Building and Loan Associations is exclusive 
of the membership fee charged by many such associations or whether 
it is in addition thereto. I am of the opinion that this will entirely pre
clude the charging of any so-called membership fee. The fact is that 
the "membership fee" charged by many Building and Loan Associations 
is nothing more or less than a withdrawal fee and it is a. fee which is 
forfeited by the members when and only when he withdraws his stock 
subscription prior to the maturity of his stock. 
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You are therefore advised that it is my opinion that only the one 
fee authorized by the recent enactment of the Legislature of Montana 
can be chargeo by Building and Loan Associations. 

Respectfully, 

S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Assessments-Insurance Companies, Domestic-Method 
Of-Bonds, United States-Notes Secured by Mortgages. 

Domestic insurance companies should be assessed in 
same manner as individuals, except that notes secured by 
mortgages and United States bonds should not be included. 

State Board of Equalization, 
Helena, Montana. 

Gentlemen: 

April 7, 191~. 

I have your letter of this date requesting that I give you an opinion 
regarding the manner of assessing domestic insurance companies. 

Domestic insurance companies should be assessed in exactly the 
same manner as individual citizens are assessed. 

Each company should be required to return an assessment list in 
which it should list all property owned by it, subject to taxation. This 
property will include all office furniture and fixtures, automobiles, 
vehicles, etc., if any, all moneys and credits which consist of money" on 
hand whether in the office or deposited in banks, notes, bonds, warrants 
and other securities in which' their funds are invested, accounts receiv-

\ able, etc. However, no notes which are secured by mortgages, or United 
States bonds should be included as these are exempt from taxation. 

Respectfully, 

S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Railroads, Logging-Taxation Of-Classification. 
Logging railroads should be assessed as such and placed 

in class seven. 

State Board of Equalization, 
Helena, Montana. 

Gentlemen: 

April 7, 1919. 

I am in receipt of your letter of this date submitting the following 
for my opinion: 

"The question has been raised with us as to the proper 
classafication of logging railroads and machinery, when these 
are used solely in the production and transportation of logs for 
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