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to those belonging to that class, having the power, however, to furnish 
provisions and necessary supplies to the poor of any other class under 
the general laws providing for the support of the county poor, and 
which must be paid for out of the general poor fund. 

The foregoing being my interpretation of the provisions of Chap. 8, 
Extra. Sess. Laws 1919, the words "who are engaged in the occupation 
of farming," etc., were surplusage and amounted to nothing. 

I am, therefore, of the opinion that such election authorizing the 
incurring of such indebtedness was a legal election, and that the 
board of county commissioners may lawfully incur an indebtedness, not 
exceeding $200,000, by purchasing seed grain, feed, provisions and other 
necessary supplies and furnishing the same to those inhabitants of 
Wheatland County "who are engaged in the occupation of farming," 
(and to no others) and who "by reason of drouth, hail, or other un
favorable climatic conditions have been rendered financially unable to 
procure the same", and who require the same in order to preserve their 
livestock required to carryon their farming operations, provide a living 
for their families, and to sow crops upon their lands, and that all war
rants which may be issued by such boards of county commissioners for 
such purpose will be valid in all respects. 

Respectfully, 

S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Indians, Crimes Committed by on Reservation-Indians, 
Offspring, Follows Mother. 

The offspring of a white man and an Indian woman fol
lows the mother and is an Indian. 

If a crime is committed by an Indian who has receiveu 
his fee patent against an Indian on the reservation, he is 
subject to the jurisdiction of the federal courts, and if he 
committed the crime against a white man he is subject to 
the jurisdiction of the state courts. 

Mr. W. J. Shannon, 
County Attorney, 

Cut Bank, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 

May 6, 1920. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst., submitting the fol
lowing: 

"Does the state court have jurisdiction over the crime of 
robbery or grand larceny committed within the limits of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation by a member of the Blackfeet 
Indian tribe who is the offspring of a white father, (who was 
adopted into the tribe), and an Indian mother-the defendant 
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having received an allotment under the provisions of the Gen
eral Allotment Act as modified and made applicable to the 
Blackfeet Indian reservation by act of March 1st, 1907; Stat. 
L. 1015?" 
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Under the federal statutes the offspring of a white man and an 
Indian woman, when the woman is recognized as a member of an In
dian tribe, follows the mother and not the father, and is an Indian and 
a member of the tribe to which his mother belongs. 

In the instance mentioned by you the government has recognized ,the 
offspring as an Indian 'and a member of the Blackfeet tribe, otherwise 
he would not have received an allotment. 

Whether such offspring is subject to the jurisdiction of the federal 
or state courts for crimes committed on the reservation depends entirely 
on his status at the time the crime is committed. If he holds his allot
ment under a trust patent he is not a citizen of the United States, but 
still remains an Indian and a ward of the government in every re
spect, and is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal courts 
whether the crime he committed against another Indian or a white 
man, If he holds a fee patent to his allotment he is, under the allot
ment laws, a citizen of the United States, and subject to all of the 
privileges and liabilities of such a citizen, and if the crime he com
mitted against a white man he is subject to the jurisdiction of the 
state courts, but if the crime he committed against an Indian, then he 
is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal courts, as, re
ceiving his fee patent places him in exactly the same position as a white 
man, and the federal statutes give the federal courts exclusive jurisdic
tion over crimes committed by white men against Indians on an Indian 
reservation. 

Respectfully, 
S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Indians, When Citizens of the United States-Patent, 
Issuance of to An Indian, Effect of. 

When the United States government issues a fee patent 
to an Indian, he becomes a citizen of the United States and 
entitled to all the privileges of such citizen. 

~r. W. J. Shannon, 
County Attorney, 

Cut Bank, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

I have your letter submitting for my opinion the following: 
"First: Is a Cree Indian, born in Canada, and who comes 

to the Blackfoot Indian Reservation, is adopted into the tribe, 
receives an allotment as a Blackfoot Indian, and to whom final 
patent is issued, under the provisions of the General Allotment 
Act, a citizen of the United States?" 

cu1046
Text Box




