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that this section covers all teachers who had contracts or were 
regularly employed during the term which embraces that par
ticular date and may even refer to teachers who taught in the State 
at any time prior to that date. This is the point that I desire 
established, and would appreciate your early attention to the 
same." 
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Section 16, Chapter 95, Laws of the Fourteenth Legislative Assembly, 
provides: 

"Section 16. This Act shall be binding upon all teachers 
employed in the public, State or county schools of this State at the 
time of the approval of this Act, as shall on or before January 1st, 
1916, sign and deliver to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
or to the County Superintendent, a notification that said teachers 
agree to be bound by and avail themselves of the benefits of this 
Act." 

I am of the opinion that the provisions of this section apply to all 
teachers who had contracts or were legally employed during the term 
which embraced March 8th, 1915, and that for instance, if a teacher were 
regularly employed during that period, but did not actually teach on the 
8th day of March, by reason of said date being a Saturday, Sunday or 
holiday, that the provisions of said section would apply to her. 

I am further of the opinion that this section does not apply and has 
no reference whatsoever to teachers who taught in the state at a time 
prior to the date of the passage and approval of said act. In other words, 
a teacher who taught during the school year of 1913 and 1914, but who was 
not employed in teaching in the State of Montana on the date of the passage 
and approval of the Act, would come under the provisions of the Act, if, 
after its passage and approval, who was again re-employed in the state. 

Telegraph and Telephone Companies-Assessment Of. 
Method of arriving at assessment of property of tele

graph and telephone companies prescribed. 

State Board of Equalization, 
Helena, Montana. 

Gentlemen: 

May 19th, 1919. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th inst., inclosing letter from 
Mr. C. H. Martien, County Assessor of Lewis and Clark County, and copies 
of reports made to him' by Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Com
pany and Western Union Telegraph Co. with reference to property subject 
to taxation in Lewis and Clark County for the year 1919. 

Neither of these reports are sufficient. The report of the Mountain 
States Telephone and Telegraph Company simply gives a description of the 
real estate owned, with the fl!-ll value of same with improvements and 
30% thereof, and the lump sum value of furniture, fixtures, tools, vehicles, 
supplies, etc. With the percentage this company has nothing whatsoever to 
do, and neither have you, this being wholly a matter for the county clerk 
when he extends the taxes. This report should show the full cash value of 
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each lot or parcel of land separately, the value of the improvements on each 
lot or parcel separately, the value of all furniture, fixtures and supplies, 
exclusive of switchboard, and the value of all tools ,and vehicles. The value 
of the switchboard should not be included in this report as it is a part of 
a single and continuous property and will be assessed by the state board of 
equalization as a part of such property. The value of the tools and vehicles 
should be given separately, as the percentage for the imposition of taxes 
on this class of property is different from that for the other property 
included in the report. 

With reference to the report of the Western Union Telegraph Co., the 
different kinds of property should be segregated and values of each class 
given. One class should consist of the instruments and batteries; a second 
class of the furniture, fixtures and supplies; and a third class of tools and 
vehicles. It is impossible to tell what is included in "all other property." 
If this includes any part of the pole line or wires the same should not be 
included in this report as it will be assessed by the State Board of Equaliza· 
tion. If any other property than that above specified is included it should 
be definitely described and the values stated. 

Respectfully, 

S. C. FORD, 

Attorney General. 

Fences, On Railroad Right of Way - Assessment of 
County Assessor-State Board of Equalization. 

Fences along railroad rights of ways should not be as
sessed by the County Assessor, but will be included in assess
ments of State Board of Equalization. 

State Board of Equalization, 
Helena, Mont. 

Gentlemen: 

May 20th, 1919. 

Receipt is acknowledged of a letter written to your board from Mr. 
Frank Hunter, County Attorney of Custer County, regarding assessment of 
fences along railroad rights of way. 

Under Section 2508, and Section 2584, subdivision 5, unquestionably 
fences along railroad rights of way were assessable by county assessors 
and not by the state board of equalization. However, all of Sections 2584 
and 2592 inclusive, which prescribed and defined the powers and duties of 
the state board of equalization, were repealed by Chapter 48, Session Laws 
1919, which" defines and prescribes the duties of such board. 

Subdivision 5 of Section 1 of said Chapter 48 makes it the duty of the 
State Board of Equalization to asess the franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails 
and rolling stock and all other property of railroads, * * * constituting 
a single and continuous property operated in more than one county in the 
state, but expressly provides that lots and parcels of real estate, not 
included in right of way, with the buildings, structures and improvements 
thereon, power houses, depots, stations, shops a nd other buildings erected 
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