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2. ~lay two chattel mortgages be released in one instru
ment? 
1. In the absence of specific statutory direction, a parol agreement 

for a release is sufficient to operate as a release, although the mort
gage is under seal (7 Cyc. 74). Our statute requires that 

"An acknowledgement of satisfaction, signed by the mort
gagee, his legal representatives or assigns, must be endorsed 
upon the mortgage, or copy thereof, or attached thereto." 

This does not mean that the acknowledgment of satisfaction itself must 
be acknowledged. It means rather that a written admission or recog
nition of satisfaction, must be supplied, and when this has been done, 
the requirements of the statute have been satisfied. 

2. As to whether two chattel mortgages may be released by one 
in~trument, the law provides, as above stated, that the satisfaction, 
when not endorsed upon the mortgage, must be attached thereto. It, 
therefore, seems that where a mortgagee, or his representatives or 
assigns, undertakes to release two chattel mortgages by one written 
instrument, the satisfaction should be - executed in duplicate, so 
that an acknowledgment of satisfaction may be attached to each 
mortgage released or satisfied. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Dependent Children, Allowance to. Grandmother, of De· 
pendent Children. Adopted Grandchildren,o Who are Depend
ent. 

A grandmother who has legally adopted grandchildren 
whose natural parents are both dead, when otherwise quali
fied is entitled to an allowance under Chapter 86, Laws of 
1915. 

Hon. Fred C. Webster, 
County Attorney, 

Missoula, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

May 5, 1916. 

I am in receipt of your communication submitting the following 
question, and your opinion thereon: 

"Is it possible for a widowed grandmother who has 
adopted her grandchildren, both parents of said grandchildren 
being dead, to be allowed financial aid in the care of dependent 
children as provided for in Chapter 86, 14th Session Laws of 
the State of Montana, 1915, provided, she meets with all the 
other requirements of said Act?" 

I note that you are of the opinion that she is entitled to such airl. 
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In this opinion I concur. The law does not specifically define the 
term "mother", but certainly a grandmother who had legally adopted 
her grandchildren would be in loco parentis. The law is intended for 
the benefit of the children, and should I believe receive a liberal 
interpretation. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Livestock, Situs of for Taxation. Situs, of Livestock for 
Taxation. 

Under Chapter 125, Laws of 1909,the situs for taxation 
of livestock is in the county in which they are found on 
the first Monday in March. 

Hon. T. F. Shea, 
County Attorney, 

Deer Lodge, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

May 5, 1916. 

Sometime ago you wrote a letter relative to the taxation of live
stock found in your county on the first Monday in March. You en
closed an affidavit from one J. E. Hooper stating that on March 6th, 
the cattle were in Powell County, and that they were removed there
from to Lewis and Clark County on Mach 18, 1916. The affidavit states 
that Lewis and Clark County is the home county of the affiant. "Home 
County" is defined by Chapter 125 of the Laws of 1909, as the county 
in which the cattle are found at the time fixed by law for assessment. 
It would seem from this that the home county of the cattle is de
termined not by residence of the owner, but by their location on the 
date when the assessment is to be made, that is, the first Monday of 
March. 

As to the question of what is intended by the legislature by the 
term "current year", I am of the opinion that "current year" should 
be interpreted to mean the tax year beginning on the first Monday 
of March. The taxes on these cattle should, therefore, be collected 
by Powell County, and an accounting made to Lewis and Clark County 
for the time during which they are in Lewis and Clark. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 
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