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"An Act providing for the registration, identification and 
regulation of motor vehicles, operated and driven upon the 
public roads and highways of this state." 

Chapter 65 of the Laws of 1915, provides that the distinctive number 
shall consist of a metal plate not less than six inches wide and not 
less than fifteen inches long, bearing number assigned such motor 
vehicle by the Secretary of State, upon which there shall be nU)1lerals 
not less than four inches· iong nor less than one-half inch in width, 
which tag shall be displayed on the front end and rear of the vehicle. 

Seetion 1 of Chapter 9 of Chapter 141 of the Session Laws of 1915, 
provides that owners shall equip motor vehicles with a tag of suitable 
charaeter, dimensions of which shall not be less than twelve inches 
long and four inehes wide, such tag to be exhibited on the rear end 
of said motor vehicle. It is to be noted that Chapter 65 is a specific 
provision relative to the registration and numbering of motor vehicles, 
while Chapter 141 is a general highway law. I conclude, therefore, 
that the provisions of Chapter 65 must govern, in as much as the 
special provisions govern when inconsistent with the provisions of 
some general law. 

Yours very truly, 

J. B. POINDEXTER, 
Attorney General. 

Epidemics in Citi.es or Towns, Expenses Ch.argeable. Cities 
or Towns, Expenses of Epidemics. City Board of Health, 
Expenses to Whom Char gable. 

When a city or town maintains a board of health. expenses 
incurred thereby are charges against the city, and not 
against the county. 

HOll. James Pepper, 
County Commissioner, 

Baker, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 

March 14, 1916. 

I am in receipt of your communication under date ::'\iarch 8th, 
inquiring as to what are proper charges against the county in case 
of epidemic? You state ·that the town of Baker is an incorporated 
town, and has taken charge of its health department, and appointed a 
health officer; that during the recent epidemic, the health officer of 
Baker rented a house for purposes of an isolation hospital, and ordered 
drugs and supplies from various merchants of Baker; that these mer
chants have birled these goods to the county of Fallon after having 
them O. K'd by the health officer of Baker. The question is whether 
such bills are a proper charge against the county of Fallon? By its 
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terms the law recognizes two sorts of classes of health boards. These 
are treated of in Article I of Chapter 1 of Title 7, Part 3 of the 
Political Code, being Sections 1474 to 1511 inclusive, Revised Codes of 
1907. By this law, there is provided a state board of health, local 
boards of health (Sec. 1484), and county boards of health (Sec. 1492). 
The provision as to cities and towns, and their boards of health, are 
found in Section 1484, the language being: 

"Each incorporated city or town in the state shall have 
a local board of health, the same being designated in this 
act as the 'local board'." 

County boards of health are provided for by Section 1492, Revised 
Codes: 

"Thcre is hereby established in each county a board of 
health which is deSignated in this act as the 'County Board 
of Health', which shall' consist of the Board of County Com
missioners and one physician." 

As to the powers of these boards of health, we find Section 1489, Re
vised Codes, 1907: 

"The local or county board of health shall have power to 
abate all nuisances affecting the public health .. >II • 

They shall also have authority to establish and maintain, at the 
expense of their respective city, town, or county, isolation 
hospitals, where patients suffering from small-pox or other 
very dangerous contagious or infectious disease may be properly 
quarantined and cared for when in their judgment, they cannot 
be properly quarantined and cared for elsewhere .. (I (I 

The local or county board of health shall also have power and 
authority to ., furnish medical treatment and 
care for such sick persons at the expense of the city, town or 
county." 

The law seems to be specific upon the question submitted by you, 
and states quite clearly that a city maintaining a local board of health 
is chargeable with the expenses incurred by its health officer, the 
legislature apparently putting the burden of quarantine and treatment 
upon the particular subdiviSion, as city, town or county, whose quaran
tine officers incur the expense. 

I am of the opinion, therefore, that the charges mentioned by you 
are not a proper charge against Fallon County. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Candidate, When Does a Person Become. Corrupt Prac
tice Act, When Attaches to Office Seeker. Office, Candi
date for When Becomes. Public Officer, When One Becomes 
Candidate For. 

A person becomes a candidate for office when he has 
signed the petition required by law, and filed the same with 
the proper officer or has transmitted the same for filing, 
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