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given the same interpretation, and subject to the restrictions that a 
school board cannot use this authority for the purchase of text-books, 
or the building up of a district library, but that the "reference books" 
purchased must be something required to enable the teacher to give 
proper instruction in the studies, courses and grades established and 
reql"-ad to be taught, such as dictionaries, etc. 

r am of the opinion that the authority exists in the school board 
to make such purchase from the moneys received from the special tax 
authorized by said Section 2002, Chapter 76, Laws of 1913. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Justice of the Peace, Term of Office of. Term of Office, 
of Justice of the Peace. 

The term of office of a justice of the peace is two years. 
after which the office becomes vacant unless again filled 
by election or appointment. 

Hon. T. F. Shea, 
County Attorney, 

Deer Lodge, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

February 28, 1916. 

I am in receipt of your letter requesting an OpInIOn as to whether 
or not a justice of the peace is entitled to hold office for a term 
longer than two years. 

Article VIII, Section 20 of the Constitution, fixes the term of a 
justice of the peace at two years. In State ex reI Jones v. Foster, 39 
Mont.. 583, 588, the Supreme Court held that it was the intention of 
the framers of the constitution to limit the term of judicial officers, 
including justices of the peace to the terms specified under the 
various constitutional provisions relating to judiCial officers. 

You are, therefore, advised that the term of a justice of the peace 
Is two years, at the end of which time, the term expires by limitation 
and becomes vacant unless again filled by election or appOintment. 

Yours very truly, 
J. B. POINDEXTER, 

Attorney General. 

Farm Loans, Form of Bonds for. 
The form of bonds heretofore approved by this department 

fully conform with the law, and are fair alike to the 
mortgagor and the bond holder. 
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