
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

tion of the animals, but he is liable for all loss or damage to 
any person by reason of any contagious or infectious disease 
brought into the state by his animals; and no such animals 
must be held in quarantine for a longer period than ninety days, 
unless contagious or infectious disease is found to exist among 
them." 
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Under this provision of law, the inspection for disease would not be 
necessary as to animals employed by the forestry department whether as 
saddle horses, pack horses or harness horses, where the same are 
moved into the State by any other means than by rail, as provided in 
Section 1811. 

Where it is the desire of the forestry department to ship their stock 
out of this state by rail, the provisions of Section 1811 may be satisfied 
by an inspection either by a local inspector, or by a federal inspector. 
This inspection would only be for the safety of the railroad company 
when demanded by it, but that section has reference to the provisions 
of Section 1808 which deals primarily with stock going out of the 
state. 

We return herewith your correspondence with Mr. Rutledge. 
Yours very truly, 

D. M. KELLY, 
Attorney General. 

State Board of Entomology, Powers of, Expenditure of 
Money by. 

Under the terms of Chapter 120. Session Laws of the Thir
teenth Legislative Assembly, the State Board of Entomology 
is authorized to spend $2,000 of the appropriation for their 
work in employing a chemist to examine city water. 

State Board of Entomology, 
Helena, Montana. 

Gentlemen: 

April 20, 1915. 

I am in receipt of your request of the 17th instant, for an OpInIOn 
as to the propriety of using $2,000 of the appropriation for the work of 
your board in employing a chemist to examine City water supplies and 
recommend or conduct the treatment of such waters for the purpose 
of reducing typhoid fever infections. The powers and duties and purpose 
of the State Board of Entomology are set forth in Sections 4 and 5 
of Chapter 120 of the Session Laws of the Thirteenth Legislative As
sembly, which sections are as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of said board to investigate and study 
the dissemination by insects of diseases among persons and 
animals, said investigation having for its purpose the eradication 
and prevention of such diseases." 

"Said Board shall take steps to eradicate and prevent the 
spread of Rocky Mountain tick fever, Infantile Paralysis and 
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all other infections of communicable diseases that may be 
transmitted or carried by insects." 
This Act apparently contemplates not only the state of the trans

mission of disease, but actual eradication and prevention. The means 
or the method are administrative matters left to the discretion of the 
Board. Such things must necessarily be left to the judgment of men 
trained in such work, and so long as they do not show an actual abuse 
of the discretion vested in them by the legislature, they are within the 
law. Since the language of Act so clearly contemplates the eradication 
of disease, it would. seem that the method contemplated by the Board 
was reasonable since by doing what they propose doing they may 
simply be combatting the effect brought about by the dissemination of 
disease by insects. 

I am, therefore, of the opinion that there is nothing illegal in the 
proposed expenditure of this money. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Registration, of Married Women. Name, to be Used by 
Married Women. Initials, When Permissible. Husband's 
Initials, When May be Used. 

A married woman applying for registration may give her 
own Christian name, or may use the initials of her husband's 
name, prefixing the title "Mrs." or "Mistress." 

Hon. James M. Blackford, 
County Attorney, 

Libby, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

April 29, 1915. 

I am in receipt of a letter from the County Clerk and Recorder of 
your county relative to the name which should be given by a married 
woman when registering under the recent registration law, enacted by 
the Fourteenth Legislative Assembly. The questions presented appear 
to be: (1) Whether the use of the initials is sufficient, or whether 
the christian name should be written in full; (2) whether registration 
using the initials of the husband with the prefix "Mrs." is sufficient? 
These questions may, or may not have been called to your attention, but 
if they have not been, they probably will be, and we think it advisable 
to address a letter to you, as we do not give advice to county clerks, 
except through the county attorney. 

The first question presented appears to be answered by the pro· 
visions of Section 6592, Revised Codes, which authorizes the use of 
initials, or some contraction of the christian name, instead of stating 
the name in full. Hence the signing of the affidavit by the elector, 
using only the initials or her christian name is sufficient; 

Second. The registration law, enacted by the recent legislature, 
known as House Bill No. 287, does not specify what name shall be 

cu1046
Text Box




