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Taxation, Deduction of Debts. Chattel Mortgage, Deduction 
of as Liability. 

"Cnder the provisions of Section 250I, Revised .codes. 1907, 
a person is entitled to deduct from his list of <:redits obliga­
tions secured by chattel mortgages executed by him. 

Hon. C. F. G:llette, 
County Attorney, 

Hardin, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

April 29, 1914. 

I am in receipt of your communication under date the 27th 
insj'lant, submitting to me the question: 

"Is a person in listing his property for taxaf.:on, entitled 
to deduct from the credits the amount of a chattel mortgage?" 
Under the provisions of Section 2501, Revised Codes of Montana, 

t907. a person :s entitled Ito deduct from his list of credits all bona 
fide debts owing by him. The term "debts" is defined by this section 
as: 

"those secured or unsecured liabilities owing by a person." 
This deftni~ion certainly would include an obligation secured by a 

chattel mortgage. I llJIIl, therefore, of the opin"on tha,1f; such debts 
,honld be deducted from the credits owing to a person, if the pro­
visions of Sec. 2501, requiring the person claiming such a deduction 
to disclose to the assessor the name or names of the persons to whom 
the debt is owed, are followed. This is in accordance with the opinion 
reached by you. 

Yours very trnly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Primary Election, Nominating. Petition for Nomination, 
Form of. Form, of Petition for Nomination. Nominating 
Petition, Time of Filing. Petition, Circulation of. 

Before or at the time of beginning to circulate a petition 
for nomination, a person intending to 'be a candidate for 
]lublic office should prepare, sign and file 'with the proper 
officer a petition in form as outlined. After filing it is neces­
sary to procure the signatures of at least two per cent of the 
party y;)te cast for representative in congress at last prece:lin~ 
general election in at least one-fifth of the voting 'precincts 
(1£ the county. for county office, and for each precinct a dupli­
catE' petition must be signed by the candidate, following- which 
electors sign. Du'plicate petitions may be circulated in differ­
ent precincts at the same time for the nomination of the 
persun for office, but all must be joined into one petition be­
fore being filed. 
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:\iay 4, 1914. 
Hon. Yard Smith, 

County Attorney, 
Liv:ngston, :'tiontana. 

Dear Sir: 
I am in receipt of your request for an opinion as follOlWs: 

"As !the time draws near for the filing of pe"'.itions for 
nominations to public office, the question of tbe proper con­
struction to be placed upon the initiative measure known as 
'The D~rect Primary Law', has arisen, for various sorts of 
petitions are being filed, 'and we, would like to have your 
opinion on the proposition so that one uniform Slt,yle of petition 
will be filed in all cases. 

"Section 9 of this Ad provides that before or at the time 
of beginning to circulate a. petition for nomination, the per­
son who is to be a· candidate shall ·send to the proper official, 
a copy of his petLtion for nomination, signed by himself. This 
petition, for the purposes of this inquiry we mayc:all the 'pre­
liminary petition.' 'Section 10 of the Act provides two forms 
of 'petition for nomination, one of whic.h is to be signed by tfue 
candidate and the other to be signed 'by the electors of the 
various precincts. The questions which have ,arisen so far are 
'these: 

"First: Should the petition, the form of which is /?liven 
after sltatement No. 2 in Section 10 of bhe Ad accompany the 
preliminary petiUon which is given in the fore part of Section 
10 and which is signed by the candidate, when the tatter is 
jj:led in the office of the proper official as required by Section 
9 of the Act? 

"Second: Is it neces·sary that a copy of the preliminary 
pe~ition. or the first form of petiotion prescribed in Section 10, 
precede the: petition signed by the electors of each precinct and 
be filed with it, where the petition of electors is oirculated in 
the various precincts as one petition, or is it sufficient that just 
one of the preliminary petitions should be attached to the entire 
nominating petition as signed by the electors when the same 
is filed in the proper office? 

"Third: Would it be proper for several petitions to be 
circuat:ed in l;everal voting preCincts for the nomination of the 
same person for the same office at the same Hme, provided 
these several petitions were joined in one nominatin'g petition 
before being filed in the proper office?" 
You are advised that before or at the time of beginning to cir­

culate a petition for nominllltl'on, the person intending to be a candi­
date for public office should prepare and sign a copy of his petition 
for nomination, subs':antiaUy in the following form, and send the same 
by registered mail, or otherwise, to the county clerk, where such copy 
shall be filed, and be deemed conclusive evidence, for the purposes 
of the primary law, that such elector is a candidate for nomination 
by his party: 
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"To ........................ County Clerk and Recorder,c 
and to the members of the .................... party and the 
electors of. ............. County, in the State of :\lontana; 

"1, .......................... , reside at ................. . 
and my postoffice address is ......................... If I am 
nominated for the office of........................ at Itlhe 
primary nominating election to be held in the counjty of 
.................... the ........ day of ................ , 191 .. , 
I will accept the nomination and Mil not withdraw, and if I 
'lm elected I will qualify as such officer. 

"If 1 am nominated and elected 1 will, during my term of 
cffice ....................................................... . 
(Above in not exceeding one hundred words, candid'ate may 
~:ate any measure or principles he especially advocates,.) 

"In not exceeding twelve words, the words to b'lprinted after 
bis name on nominating ballot, if any). 

"Signature of Candidate for Nomination." 
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After filing '3, copy of the foregoing,duly sign~d by the party 
seeking a nomination, it is necessary for ijheperson seekJing a county 
office to procure the signatures nf rut least two ;per cent of the 
party vote in the connlty at the last preceding ,general election, and 
the party volte for representative in congress is the basis on which 
the 'per'centage for 'petitions ,shall be coullited. The nece'ssary signa­
tures must be procured in at lea,st one-1i.fth of the precincts of the 
county, and for each precr.nct, a duplicate petition conforming to the 
foregoing must be prepared and signed by the 'candidate ,for nomina­
tion, the law expressly providing: 

"There shall be a separate leaf or sheet, signed as above 
on every such petition for each precinct in which it is 
circulated. After theaboYe, and on a separate shee!t or sheets, 
shall be the following petition: 

"To ........................ , the County Clerk and Re-
corder for the county of ........................ , Montana: 

"We, the undersigned members of the ................. . 
party and (jualiil ed electot's and residents of. .............. . 
precinct in the county of .......................... , Stalte of 
:\iontana, respectfully request that you will cause to be printed 
on the official nominating ballot for the ................... . 
par~y, at the aforesaid primary nominating election, the name 
of .the above signed ................................. as a can-
didate for nomination to the office of ....................... . 
by said .......................... party. 
Name Postoffice Address St. and No. if any. Precinct 
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~tate of Montana, ) 
) ss 

County of .................. ) 
"I, ............................ , being first duly sworn, 

say: I rum personalJ.y a.cquainted with all the peI'sons who 
have signed this sheet of the foregoing petition, and I person­
aLY know that their signatures thereon are ,genuine; and I 
beiieve that their pcstoffice address and residence are cor­
rectly Etated and that they are qualified electors and mem-
bers of the ........................ Darty. 

(Signature of Affiant.) 

"SubscI1ibed and sworn to before me this ........ day of 
.......................... , 191 ... 

(Signature and title of officer 
before whom oath is made.) 

The fact must not be overlooked that it is necessary not only 
that for each precinct in which a petition duly signed by the can­
didate for nomination, but that it must be attached to the petition 
to be signed by the qualified electors of the prec:nct, and after being 
signed ID'Ust be duly verified. 

It is proper under the law for several petitions to be cir­
culated in different voting precincts for the nomination of the same 
person for the same office at the same time, provided they be joined 
in one nom:nl.'~~ing pEtition before being filed in the proper office. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Bounties, Who Entitled to. Claimant to Bounty, Affidavit 
of. Affidavit, of Claimant to Bounty. 

Gnder the provisions of Chapter 91, Laws 1913, a person 
may employ a trapper or wolfer at a fixed salary, and make 
the affidavit required by the law. 

But persons not instrumental in having the animals killed 
cannot make. the affidavit and are not entitled to claim bounty. 

Hon. D. W. Raymond, 
Secy. State Board Stock. Com., 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Sir: 

May 7, 1914. 

I rum in receipt of your communication under date the 6th instant, 
aSking for my interpretation of that portion of the affidavit provided 
for by Chapter 91 of the Session : .• aws of the 13th Legislative As­
s.embly, "killed or caused to be killed." 

The two questions specif:cally put by your letter, are: 
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