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Physicians in the emplcy of the federal reclamation service 
engaged upon projects in this state may treat employees en
gagect in construction work without a state license t~ practice 
medicine. 

February 9th, 1914. 
Hon. William C. Riddell, 

Secretary State Board of c.iedical Examiners, 
Helena, Montana. 

De:tr Sir: 
I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd ultimo, as follows: 

"Are physicians of the United States reclamation service 
exempt from the provisions of the law g{)verning admission 
io practice medicine in this state, so long as their practice is 
confin~d to government employes? These physicians are em
v]oyed by the interior department of the general govern
ment, having been certified by the civil service commission, 
after examination by that body. They are employed as sani
tary officers, and to look after the sick and injured in the 
employment of the reclamation service engaged in projects in 
this state." 
I am of the oplllion that uncier the facts as stated in your letter, 

physicians in the employ of the interior department of the federal 
government in the capacity of sanitary officers, who also look after 
the sick and injured employes engaged upon projects in this state, 
under the reclamation service, are not required to secure certificates 
to practice medicine. The tenor of your letter <suggests that such 
physician.:; are not engaged in the general practice of their pro
fession. They do not hold themselves out to the general public as 
physicians, and do not practice for hire, nor do they prescribe gen
erally for the public, 'but limit their activities to treating govern
mental employes, and do so merely as an incident to their employ
ment, hence while so engaged they cannot be< prosecuted under Sec. 
1591 Revised Codes of c.iontana, 1907, for practicing medicine 'with
out certificates. This being true, it follows that their avocations in 
the respects indicated are lawful in this state. 

Yonrs very truly, 
D. M. KFJLLY, 

Attorney General. 

State Board of Stock Commissicners. Power of. Estrays, 
on Ir.dian Reservaticn, Use of. Indians, Use of Estrays on 
Reservations. Reservation, Use of Estray Horses on. 

The law does not confer jurisdiction to arrest and punish 
Indians fnr u>'ing estray horses on and within the Indian 
resen-ation. 
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February 9th, 1914. 
I-:an. D. W. Raymond, 

Secretary state Board of Stock Commissioners, 
Helena, ::IIontana. 

Dear Sir: 
I am in receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, enclosing a 

letter 1'ro:11 ::Ilr. .T. ",Y. Pod.ioin. in which is submitted the que'ltion: 
"Have thc officers of the State of }lontana authority to 

arrpst Indian,> riding stray horses on the Cheyenne Reserva
tion ?" 
Chap. 12G, Laws of 1!J09, relates t:J this subject. Whatever may 

be the meaning of that law within territory, or over pers:Jns over 
which and whom the state ha3 jurisdictioll, it cannot have relation 
to Indians within a reservation. 

"A state has no jurisdiction over crimes committed by 
Indians within a reservation, such jurisdiction being in the 
l:nitcd States." 

22 Cyc. 147. 
In re Blackbird, 109 Fed. 139. 
lJ. S. v. Logan, 105 Fed. 240. 
lJ. S. v. Thomas, 151 U. S. 577. 

A general discussion of this subject may be found in 
State v. Spotted Hawk, 22 Mont. 33. 
State v. Little Whirlwind, 22 Mont. 425. 
U. S. v. Sa-Coo-Da-Cat, alias Yell-ow Sun, 27 Fed. 923. 
U. S. v_ McBratney, 104 U. S. G21. 
Draper v U. S., 1G4 U. S. 240. 

Yours very truly, 
D. ::.\1. KIDLLY, 

Attorney General. 

Public Service Companies, Ccntracts of- Contracts, of Public 
Service Companies. Effect of Public Service Law Upon Exist
ing Contracts. 

The 'public service law, Chapter 52, Laws of 1913, is app-lic
a;)]e only to contracts which were actually in existence at the 
time of the pa~sage and apprCJyal of the act. 

February 9th, 1914. 
Honorable Railroad and Public Service Commission, 

Helena, }Iontana. 
Gentlemen: 

I am in receipt of your favor of the 2nd instant, requesting my 
opinion on that portion of Sec. 12 of Chap. 52 of the Session Laws 
of the Thirteenth Legislative Assembly, reading in part as follows: 

"This act does not have the effect of suspending, 
rescinding, invalidating or in any way affecting the existing 
contracts." 
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