
OPIXIOXS OF THE ATTOR:-.IEY GEXERAL 383 

may enforce such rules under the provisions of Sec. 212 of the 
Revised Codes of :\Iontana, 1907. 

Very truly yours, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Nurses, Examination and Registration of. Examination and 
Registration, of Nurses. Registration of Nurses Without Ex­
amination. 

Any person Ipresenting proper credentials and e'Vidence of 
having 'pursued nursing ·a·s 'a vocation -for five years previous 
to :\iamh 3, I9I3, is eligible to take the examination. 

A Iperson gral(:l1.1ating Ibetween January I, ISgO, and July I, 

I9I7, frolm a training school, 'ConnecteiCl with a general hOSipita;l 
giving a course 'Of at least two years trajning, i-s entitled to 
registration withont examination. 

January 3rd, 1914. 
M1ss M. M, Hughes, 

Secretary Board of Examiners for Nurse:" 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Madam: 
I am in receipt of your communication of December 23rd, 1913, 

asking for my interpretMion of Sec. 10 of Chap. 50, Session Laws 
of the Thirteenth Legislative Assembly. This act is intended to set 
out the regulations concerning the examination and registrat-ion of 
nurses, and prescribes the requirements of training and education 
necessary to applicants -for examination and registration.' 

Sec. 9 of the act contemplates cases in which nurses have gradu­
ated from training schools giving a sufficient course of training, with· 
out examination. 

Sec. 10 treats of the exceptions nllJmed in Sec. 9, and three 
classes of persons subject and eligible to examination are thereby 
made: (1) Persons presenting evid'ence of having pursued nursing 
as a vocation for five years prior to March 3rd, 1913, whether gradu· 
ates of training schools or not;· (2) persons who have graduated 
from approved trairring schools connected with s·pecial hospitals re­
quiring two years training, and who have had a further training of 
one year in a general hospital, eligible to registration after examination 
in subjects not taught in the special training school; (3) all persons 
graduated from approved training schools between January 1st, 1890, 
and July 1st, 1917, eligible to registration without examination. 

I note thrut your board has construed the first portion of Sec. 10 
as requiring five years experience in Montana previous to March 3rd, 
1913. I see nothing in this section, or in the law, to warrant such a 
construction; that is, I think that any person who presents proper 
credentials and evidence of having pursued nursing as a vocation 
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for five years previous to ~Iarch 3rd, 1913, is eligible to take the 
examination, whether that experience was had in Montana or in some 
other state. 

As to the correspondence from Miss Peterson submitted by you, 
in which she raises the point that she is eligible to registration with­
out examination, I am of· the opinion that under the terms of this 
act a person graduating between January 1st, 1890, and July 1st, 1917, 
from a training school connected with a general hospital which gives 
a course of at least two years training is entitled to registration 
Wlithout examination. 

You are tnerefore advised that if· the training school from which 
Miss Peterson graduated fulfills the requirements of the act, and 
that she presents the proper credentials of age, moral character and 
graduation, she will be entitled' to registration without examination. 

Very truly yours, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

County Physician, Contract for Care of Poor. "Medical 
Attend~nce" Defined. 

Contract of plhysician ,with county 'col1'strued, and held that 
the term "medical attendance" includes necessa,rv surgical 
operatj'ons and Imedi'cjnes. Heild, f,urther, that mileage or ex­
penses ,could .not he claimed under the contra:ct. 

Hon. G. O. Johnson, 
Chairman Board of County Commissioners, 

Big Sandy, Montana. 
Dear S,ir: 

January 5th, 1914. 

Under date of the 17th ultimo you wrote to this office for an 
opinion upon questions of law pertaining to the contract made re­
cently by your board aud Dr. J. F. :\Iurphy for the furnishing of 
medical attendance to the poor of Chouteau County during the year 
1914. The questions submitted are: 

"1. Does the general term 'medical attendance,' as used 
in the contract. include surgical services? 

"2. Who are paupers, or who constitute the poor, sick and 
infirm within the meaning of the law, and who d'etermines 
this question? 

"3. What cases must a doctor attend under his contract? 
"4. May a local physician attend in the absence of the 

county physician, and if so who pays for such service? 
"5. Is a doctor entitled to traveling expenses necessarily 

incurred ,by him in attending to his duty? 
"6. Are persons, rich or poor, afflicted with contagious 

diseases proper and lawful charges against the county during 
their quarantine? 
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