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increase of salary or emoluments of officers, as expressed by Sec. 31, 
Art. V, does not apply to persons appointed to fill the office of county 
commissioner, made vacant by the death or resignation of the original 
electee, after the increased pay was allowed by the legislature, and 
that such persons are entitled to the increased: fees provided for and 
allowd by Sec. 13 of Chap. 3 of Chap. 72 of the Law~ of the Thirteenth 
Legislative Assembly, if appointed subsequent to the approval of the 
said act. 

Yours very truly, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

State Examiner, Power and Authority of. Authority of 
State Examiner. Accounts of County Officers, Manner of 
Keeping. 

l.)ncler the provisions of Section 2, Chapter 84, Laws of 1913, 
the state exaJminer Iha's 'power anld authorit,y to desi'gnate the 
manner 'Oit keeping aC'COUl1'ts by county 'Offilcers, a,ll'd he maJy 
enforce his mles under the provisions of Section 212, Revised 
Codes of Montana of 1907. 

Hon. H. S. McGraw, 
State Examiner, 

Helena Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

December 19th, 1913. 

I am in receipt of your communicrution under date of November 
22nd and December 5th, submitting for my opinion the question of 
your authority to enforce regulations made by you in regard to the 
manner of keeping the books and accounts of county and city officers. 
Sec. 212 of the Revised Codes of Montana, 1907, gives you authority 
and a method by which you may enforce your rules as to county 
officers. Chap. 84 of the Laws of the Thirteenth Legislative Assembly 
provides in part as follows: 

"Sec. 2. That all laws now in force relative to the ex
amination of tbe books and accounts of state and county 
officers are and the smme are hereby declared to be applicable 
to the examination of the books and accounts of incorporated 
cities and towns." 
This latter provision would seem to give authority and power 

as co:nplete over the ,books of cities and towns, as the former en
actment gave you over the books of state and county offiicers, though 
it is to be noticed thmt the power given relates to the examination 
of books, rather than to the designation of 'them. 

I am, therefore, of the opinion that under the provisions of the 
laws of this state you have the power and authority to designate 
the manner of keeping accounts by county officers, and that you 
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may enforce such rules under the provisions of Sec. 212 of the 
Revised Codes of :\Iontana, 1907. 

Very truly yours, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Nurses, Examination and Registration of. Examination and 
Registration, of Nurses. Registration of Nurses Without Ex
amination. 

Any person Ipresenting proper credentials and e'Vidence of 
having 'pursued nursing ·a·s 'a vocation -for five years previous 
to :\iamh 3, I9I3, is eligible to take the examination. 

A Iperson gral(:l1.1ating Ibetween January I, ISgO, and July I, 

I9I7, frolm a training school, 'ConnecteiCl with a general hOSipita;l 
giving a course 'Of at least two years trajning, i-s entitled to 
registration withont examination. 

January 3rd, 1914. 
M1ss M. M, Hughes, 

Secretary Board of Examiners for Nurse:" 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Madam: 
I am in receipt of your communication of December 23rd, 1913, 

asking for my interpretMion of Sec. 10 of Chap. 50, Session Laws 
of the Thirteenth Legislative Assembly. This act is intended to set 
out the regulations concerning the examination and registrat-ion of 
nurses, and prescribes the requirements of training and education 
necessary to applicants -for examination and registration.' 

Sec. 9 of the act contemplates cases in which nurses have gradu
ated from training schools giving a sufficient course of training, with· 
out examination. 

Sec. 10 treats of the exceptions nllJmed in Sec. 9, and three 
classes of persons subject and eligible to examination are thereby 
made: (1) Persons presenting evid'ence of having pursued nursing 
as a vocation for five years prior to March 3rd, 1913, whether gradu· 
ates of training schools or not;· (2) persons who have graduated 
from approved trairring schools connected with s·pecial hospitals re
quiring two years training, and who have had a further training of 
one year in a general hospital, eligible to registration after examination 
in subjects not taught in the special training school; (3) all persons 
graduated from approved training schools between January 1st, 1890, 
and July 1st, 1917, eligible to registration without examination. 

I note thrut your board has construed the first portion of Sec. 10 
as requiring five years experience in Montana previous to March 3rd, 
1913. I see nothing in this section, or in the law, to warrant such a 
construction; that is, I think that any person who presents proper 
credentials and evidence of having pursued nursing as a vocation 
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