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whether it is necessary to advertise for bids for concessions at the 
:\lontana State Fair. Chapter 147, Laws of 1911, relating to the man
agement and conduct of the :\Iontana State Fair, and the management, 
control and administration thereof vests all such matters in the hands 
of a board of directors, who are also aided bY an advisory board con
sisting of one representative from each county. These boards, under 
authority of law, may adopt rules and prescribe regulations for the 
conduct of business relating to the fair. It is specifically provided that 

"they shall arrange for the letting of stalls, stands and all 
privileges, etc." 
The laws makes no specific reference to advertising for bids or to 

competitive bidding for such privileges, but seems to vest the matter 
in the llands of the board of directors and the advisory board. The 
object to be attained is the welfare and the efficiency of the fair for 
the purposes for wllich it is created, and if in tile conduct of tllese 
affairs, the boards determine that advertising for privileges is not 
advisable, such advertising may be dispensed with. Ordinarily, how
ever, as a matter of administration, and for the purpose of giving every 
one an opportunity, bids are called for, and if the rules governing the 
fa;ir now in force require such advertising, such regulations should be 
complied with, but in the ,absence of such rules tlie board has dis
cretionary power to adopt and pursue such course as it deems advis
able under exising conditions. 

Very truly yours, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Secretary of the Bureau of Child and Animal Protection, Duty 
of in Certifying to Accounts. Commitments to Certain Institu
tions, Duty of Secretary of Bureau of Child and Animal Pro
tection. 

It is not the duty of the secretary of the bureau of child and 
animal protection to certify to accounts filed by various insti
tutions where women are admitted or committed under the 
prm-isions of Chapter 131, Laws of 1909, except that as to 
cases which have been committed through his own department 
he should certify the accounts. 

Hon. :\1. L. Rickman, 
Sec'y Bureau Child and Animal Protection, 

Helena, )lontana. 
Dear Sir: 

April 2nd, 1913. 

I am in receipt of your favor of the 29th ultimo., making inquiry 
as to your duty in certifying to accounts filed by the various institu
tions of the State of i\lontana, where women are admitted or com
mitted under the provisions of the laws of this state and particularly 
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of 131, Laws of 1909. Under the provisions of this latter chapter, 
institutions receiving and caring for such people are entitled to re
ceive from the county compensation "at the rate of ten dollars per 
month, to be allowed and paid as other claims against the county 
are paid," but it seems from the information given you and' the 
demands made upon you, that the various boards of county com
missioners require the accounts filed for such care to be accom
panied by a certificate from you, stating among other things (1) that 
a written application of the party committed had been filed in your 
office, and (2) that you had issued an order committing such persons 
to said institution. The county boards making this rule were evi
dently under the impression that all persons committed to such in
stitutions were committed' through your department or else they only 
intended such certificate to apply to commitments made through your 
department. Under the law of this state, there are some two score 
or more courts who may commit sucli persons to such institutions, 
and with reference to such commitals you have no information and 
no records, and you certainly cannot, therefore, certify to them. A 
certificate from you in such case would not be any evidence what
soever and you would be certifying to that which is untrue in fact. 
The proper evidence of such commitment is the record of the court, 
showing the order of committal, not the certificate of some other forum 
who ha:s no knowledge or records relating thereto. You can properly 
only certify to those cases committed through your department. That 
is, you can only certify to your own records and to the business of 
your own depart.ment. I am well convinced that it was not the inten
tion of the COJillty authorities to require certificates from you as to 
cases where commitments were issued from a eourt, and that if the 
rule they have made is too broad, they will be willing to modify the 
same, and to seek the evidence of such committal from the courts 
of their respective counties. Where a commitment is made by you, 
it is with the consent and even with the request of the party com
mitted, but a commitment made by a court is frequently against the 
consent of the party committed. You may very properly refuse to 
sign any such certificate, exc,ept as to eommitments made by you or 
your department. 

Very truly yours, 
D. M. KELLY, 

Attorney General. 

Contagious Diseases, Company Liable for Care of Persons in 
Crew Affected With. Small Pox Patients, Liability for Care 
of. Employer, Liable for Care of Persons in Crew Afflicted 
With Disease. 

A person or company employing a crew of men and moving 
them from place to place within the State of Montana, is liable 
for the care, maintenance and quarantine of all persons in such 
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