
OPINIO~S OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Public Domain, Removal of Timber From Without Pennit. 
Timber, Cut on Public Domain Without Permit. 

The title to timber cut from public domain must come· from 
the United States Government. Timber bought from a tres
passer on the public domain and placed in a public building
must be paid for by the municipality owning the building. 

February 3, 191.1. 
A. G. Hatch, Esq. 

County Attorney, 
Big Timber, Montana. 

I am in receipt of yom letter of January 20th, together with en· 
closed letter from O. E. Hammer, Special Agent, G. L. 0., and propo
sition of settlemept for timber pur~hased by the county from :1 .person 
who removed it from tl1e pt~blic ('(main .without obtaining a .permit 
to do so. I have taken up the matter with the chief of the j'.()Urth 
field division and h'e has furnished me with circulars containing the 
law on this matter, one of which I have marked and herewith ellclose. 
I believe, that if sruit is brought the government could probably reo 
cover in the federal court the value of the timber used. While the tim
ber is now in a public structure and owned by the people, the legal 
title is undoubtedly in Sweet Grass county arud the timber which was 
cut by the trespass'e'r while it is ultimately owned by the people the 
title thereto must come from the United Stat(,s government. I believe 
therefore, there is a diver:lity of ownership between the stnJjcture 
and original timber, and 'chat it would be an exercise of good' judgment 
and discretion for the county to m[l.ke Eettlement. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Coal Miners, Accident Insurance. . Insurance, Coal Mln~r's, 
Accident. 

Tlhe act creating accident insurance for coal miners makes 
no provision for the payment of the service of t'he county 
physician. He should therefore ma~e a reasonable charge fOf 
such e~aminations as are provided for by the act, which charg(! 
should be paid by the individual. 

Mr. P. E. Allen, 
County A~torney, 

Red Lodge, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

February 3, 1911. 

Your letter of January 23d, has been received requesting my yp~'llion 
as to the following proposition: 

"The county physician of this county has requested me to' 
advise him, as to where he is to receive his fees, for the 'ex~ 
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