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as to the right of the COUnty free high school lrustees lo expend 
$14,750.00 of money now on hand in tne purchase of a site for a high 
school without first submitting the question to a vote of the county. 

A similar question was considered by this office in a letter address 
ed to Hon. W. E. ::'I'loore, County Attorney, Philipsburg, :.\lontana, under 
date of April 7, 1910, in which the conclusion was reached that such 
expenditure could not legally be made. (Opinions Atty. Gen'l 1908-10, 
p 355.) A very similar question to that here involved and based on a 
similar state of facts was also considered by this office in an opinion 
addressed to Hon. Theodore Lentz, County Attorney, Glendive, Mont., 
under date of Oct. 22, 1907, in which the same conclusion was reached 
(Opinions Atty. Gen'l i.l!06-08, page 173.) 

This latter opinion contains certain suggestions as to methods of 
procedure which may be followed by the board in accomplishing the 
purposes desired. These two opinions I believe will furnish full dis
cussion of the questions here presented. 

Very truiy yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Public Schools, Text Books Of. Text Books in Public 
Schools, By Whom Printed. Union Labor, in Printing Text 
'Books. 

The State of Montana does not print nor control the print
ing .of text booJ<.s. The policy of the law is to recognize Union 
Labor where conditions are equal, but Sec. 254 does not 
eithet enumerate or refer to 'text books, and, therefore, the 
text book commission should use its sound discretion 111 con
tracting for such books. 

Hon. W. E. Harmon, 
Chairman, State Text Book Commission, 

Helena, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

June 24, 1912. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 21st inst., submitting the 
question: 

"Does Sec. 254 of the Revised Codes of Montana require 
that text books for use in the public schools of the state must 
bear the label of the branch of the International Typographical 
Union of the city in which they are printed." 
Said Section 254 of the Revised Codes is as follows: 

"All printing for which the State of Montana is charge
able, including reports of state officers, state boards, pamphlets, 
blanks, letter-heads, envelopes, and printed matter of every 
ki~d and description, save and except certificates of ap'point
ment and election to office. shall have the label of the branch 
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of the InternatLmal Typographical Union of the city in which 
they are printed." 
The law creating the State Text Book commission and defining 

its powers and duties is contained in Secs. 791 to 804, inclusive, of the 
Revised Codes. The purpose of this law investing authority in the 
commission to select the text books is not only to secure uniformity in 
the books used throughout the state, but to select the text books best 
adapted to conditions existing in the state, and which will best sub
serve the welfare of the pupil in pursuing the course of study required 
by law. The state, of course, does not print these books; neither can 
it control their prInting, for a great many of the books at least are 
copyrighted, and the printing of ,such books is not state printing within 
the meaning of said Sec. 254. The policy of the law is to recognize the 
Typographical Union where conditions are equal, and as to the printing 
referred to and enumerated in Sec. 254 the Union must be recognized, 
but that section does not either enumerate or refer to text books, and, 
threfore, cannot have the effect of confrolling the discretion of the 
State Text Book commission in the selection of the text books to be 
used in the public schools of the state, for such matters rest wholly 
in the discretion of the Text Book commission. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

P. S.-The foregoing is in confirmation of the oral opinion given 
you on the 21st inst. 

County Clerk, Duties With Reference to Collection of City 
Taxes. County Treasurer, Duties With Reference to Collec
tion of City Taxes. City Taxes, Duties of County Clerk and 
County Treasurer in Collection Of. 

The county clerk on or before the first :-Ionday in October 
must furni9h a duplicate of the corrected assessment book for 
each city in the county, the treasurer of which is reqttired by 
ordinance of such city to collect its taxes, so far as the same 
pertains to city property. 

Where the city has not provided for the collection of its 
taxes this duty falls upon the county treasurer and he is re
quired in this instance to make the extensions in the assess
ment book. 

Hon. John Hurley, 
County Attorney, 

Glasgow, Montana. 
Dear Sir:' 

June 25, 1912. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th inst., requesting my 
official opinion as to what are the duties of the county clerk and county 
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