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The phrase "full force and effect," appearing in Section 41 of the 
act, I think means that the act is in effect from the date of its approval 
for the purpose of the -doing of those things which are necessary to 
make the law fully operative, and until all those things are done, the 
old law continues in full force and effect. The new registry list must 
be complete before the new law can be in full force and effect to such 
an extent as to supersede the old law. 

Furthermore, there is no intimation in the act that it was the 
intention of the legislature to in any manner amend Section 491 et seq., 
of the Revised Codes, which specify what registration shall be used in 
case of special elections. 

I am of the opinion that your conclusion is correct, that the pro
visions of said section, Chapter 113, Session Laws of 1911, do not apply 
to the special election to be held in your county on July 10, 1911. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J, GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

County, to Care for Poor. Poor, What County tOI Care For. 
Refonn School, Discharged Inmates to Be Returned. 

The county of residence of a person applying for relief is the 
county required by law to furnish assistance. 

It is the duty of the authorities at the state reform school 
upon the discharge of an inmate thereof, to return such inmate 
to the county from which he was originally committed. 

Sharpless Walker, Esq., 
County Attorney, 

Miles City, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

June 8, 1911. 

I am in receipt of your letter 5th inst., in which you ask my opin
ion upon the following state of facts: 

"On October 26, 1902, there was committed to the reform 
school from Cascade county, a female aged 13 years. She 
was released on November 5, 1910. Being without funds and 
apparently having no relatives or friends, she stayed at Miles 
City from time .to time until M'<lrch 10, 1911, when she re
turned to the institution voluntarily. That she is now in deli
cate health, and Mr. George, superintendent of the institu
tion, has made arrangements to have her sent to Helena upon 
the payment of $25.00 and her traveling expenses and small 
payments from time to time. Will you please advise me as to 
which county (Cascade or Custer) is liable for the eKpenses 
indicated ?" 
By the provisions of Section 9806 of the Revised Codes, and in the 

last por,tion of said section, provision is made for the return of any 
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boy or girl who may hav€ been committed to the state reform school, 
to the county from which saiu boy or girl is committed. In the read
ing of this section, however, from the reference therein made to the 
"parent or guardian," ,the section contemplates the child at the time 
of commitment, had either a parent or guardian living. From the 
facts contained in your letter, it is evident that the female in question 
did not have any parent or guardian, and that sh€ had arrived at the 
age of majority at the time of her release. !However, on the date of 
her release, from the provisions of aaid Section 9806, it is my opinion 
that the authorities at the schol should have returned her to Cascade 
county, the county from which she was committed, and proVision is 
in said section made, for the payment of the expense of such return 
by the county. As above stated, however, ·she having arrived at the 
age o~ majority, it was her right and privilege should she so uetermine, 
to take up her residence in the county of Custer, and from the facts 
stated in your letter, she apparently did take up her residence 'in 
Custer county, and resided at Miles City for a period of over four 
months. 

It is apparent now, from the statemen,ts contained in your letter, 
that this party is in indigent circumstances, and is dependent upon 
the public for her care anu support. 

Section 2060 of the Revised Codes of 1907, provides: 
"Any person seeking relief must make application to any 

member of the board, who, before granting an IOrder for relief, 
must require satisfactory evidence that 'he has been a resi
dent of the county for two months immediately preceding the 
date upon which the application is made." 
'JIhe provisions of this section necessarily infer that two months' 

resid€nce immediately preceding the date upon which 'application for 
relief is made, is sufficient to entitle such applicant to assistance from 
the ·county in which such relief is sought. The applicant having be
come a resident then of Custer county, and having resided therein 
more than two months, prior to the time of applying for such relief, 
and she not having returned to Cascade county or been returned there 
by the authorities of the Reform school in accordance with the sec
tion above quoted, it is my opinion that the payment of the charges 
indicated in your letter, if made by either county, would necessaTily be 
made by the county of Custer, and that Cascade county would not be 
liable for the expense indicated. 

However, in this connection, the proper authorities of Custer county, 
have the right and privilege of determining the nature and extent of 
relief if any, which will be given to the applicant. 

Yours very truly, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 




