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circumstances, use your good judgment and discretion in determining 
what action, if any, should ·be taken with rregard thereto. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Confidence Game, Evidence to Prove. False Pretenses, Dis­
tinguished From Confidence Game. Lands, Falsely Locating 
Settlers Upon. 

~1:.isrepresenting the location of lands to prospective settlers, 
and receiving money therefor, is a confidence game, punishable 
under section 8684, and the misrepresentation need not be in 
writing, as secti'on 9289 does not relate to such offenses. 

HQn. Sam Stepihenson, 
Assistmut County Attorney, 

Great Falls, Montana. 
Dear Sir: 

Helena, MQntana, April 30, 1910. 

Govern'Or Norris this day referred your letter 'Of April 28 to this 
'Office, requesting uls to tak'e the maHer up with you. 

In our 'Opinion the 'Obtaining of mooney frQm p,roslpective settlers by 
means 'Of securing their confidence and locating them upon 'Worthless 
land, the settler believing that the person is' correctly informed as to 
the land, constitutes an offense under sectkm 8684. 

SectiQns 8657 and 8683 dea.l with the crime of olbtaining money under 
false :pretenses, amI the £act that the legislature hasl seen fit to enact 
the .a,dditional section (8684) shQWS that they intended this section to 
cover 'Offenses Qthetr than those of obtaining mooney under false pretenses, 
in the tedhnical meaning of the tetr'Il1 "false pretenses." 

I am alSQ of the opinion that section 9289 relates 'Only to the prQse­
cutionlsbroug1ht under sections 8657, 8G80 and 8683, and does not apply 
t'O prosecutions brought under sec'tion 8684. 

For an instructive discussion of confidence games, lwder a statute 
simHa·r too sectiQn 8684, see t'he case of 

Maxwell v. People, 41 N. E. (Ill.) 995. 
Therre is SI() much 'Of this bunco 'business in the selection of lands 

going on at present that we a.re very anxious, if possibJe, to cOllvict 
sOlme one, and t'O at lea.st make a test case under section 8684, and I 
beHe"'e that we can snstain a conviction under this section. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 
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