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satisfactory evidence of ha.ving been successfully engaged in 
teaching for at least ten years." 

Section 1519 provides that a state or life diploma may be granted 
to any graduate of the State Normal School of Montana or of the 
State University, when 'such graduate furnishes satisfactory evidence 
of having successfully taught, after graduation, a public school in this 
state, for sixteen school months. The same section further provides 
that state or life diplomas may be granted by the state board of education 
to graduates of other educational institutions within and without the 
state upon conditions established hy the state board of education. 

The above are the sections of the code covering this matter, and, 
interpreting these sections, I advise you that ordinarily the board has 
no power to issue, without examination, a state certificate or life diploma" 
to a person graduating from no higher educational institution than a 
high school. 

The latter part of Section 1519 reposes in the board a wide discretion 
in the issuance of these diplomas, and it may be the board has hereto
:!lore established conditions ~ereby a graduate of a high school, 
presenting satisfactory qual,ifications otherwise, and having had ten 
years' successful experience as a teacher, may be granted either of 
these diplomas. In the absence of such conditions heretofore established 
by the state board of education, I advise that the provisions of Sections 
1517 and 1518, Political Code, fixing the qualifications of applicants, 
'Should be followed by the board. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GA,LEN, 

A:ttorney General. 

District School, Where Held. School House, Removal Of. 
Public Schools, Authority of Electors of District. 

The electors of a school district have authority to determine 
where schools shall be held, and under the provisions of Section 
1757, Political Code, as amended, may, in the cases therein 
stated, cause the school to be held in places other than school 
houses. 

Helena, Montana, June 12, 1908. 
Hon. W. E. Harmon, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Helena, Montana. 

Dear Sir:-
I am in receipt of letter add'ressed to you by the superintendent 

of 'Schools of Beaverhead county, in which a certain statement of facts 
is made and your opinion asked with respect thereto. From the state
IDJent of facts it appears that in a certain district four families resid'e; 
one twelve miles from the school house with four children, one five 
and one-half miles with three children, one five and one-half miles 
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away with two children, and one one-fourth of a mHe away with three 
children; that the family living the closest to the school house last 
year and this year are sending their children elsewhere to sehool; 
that by the reason of all other school children residing so far from the 
school house the district decided it would be useless to hold school 
therein, and -last season held school at the home of the famjly residing 
twelve miles distant; that this· -spring at a regular distrid meeting 
It was decided by those qualified to vote thereon that schools should 
be held this season at the house of the families residing five an:l a half 
miles distant from the school house, and that the family residing twelve 
miles distant now objects to any school at all unless it is held in the 
school house. 

From this statement of facts it is very apparent that maintaining 
school in the school house would be of no advantage whatever to the 
family residing twelve miles distant, hence so far as that family Is 
concerned such school would be a useless expense. It is within the 
authority of the electors of the district to move the school house to 
some other point, and when they met in open m'eetiny, and decided 
to hold the school elRewhere than in the school house their action 
is valid and binding until it is set aside by some competent tribunal 
as being unreasonable. 

Section 1757, Political Code, as amended by Chapter LXXXI, Laws 
1903, seems to have been enacted to meet a case of this kind', for there 
it is provided that if the school is maintained by a regular tea,cher in 
isolated sections of the district "for the benefit of the children of the 
families of such section, such district may draw the apportionment of 
school money for the childTen so attending said s'choo\." This section 
impliedly authorizes the district to do the very thing it has· done in 
this case. It also provides what children are entitled to draw the 
apportionment of school money. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Election Precincts, Establishment Of. County Conunission
ers, Authority to Establish Precincts_ Petition for Change Of, 
When Required. 

The board of county commissioners have authority, without 
petition, to create new, or change boundaries of estblished 
election precincts at the regular meeting next preceding the gen
eral or special election. If changd subsequent to that time 
petition should be filed therefor. 
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