
12 OPINIONS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

subdivision 2 of Sec. 4681 of the Political Code. The com
missioners seem to have some hesitancy about PfLying this 
claim and would also like your opinion on the matter before 
the adjournment as to whether or not it is a valid claim 
against the county." 

You are advised that this matter has been heretofore passed upon 
by my office in an opinion rendered to Mr. George B. Davies, Chairman 
of the Board of County Commissioners of Gallatin County, Dec. 16th, 
1906, and our conclusion respecting the sam~ agrees with yours. We 
are of opinion that the expense incurred by you, as county attorney, 
in the employment of a detective, in order to assist you in enforcing 
the law, is a proper charge to be allowed and paid. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. . 

Coroner as County Physician. County Physician as Coronor. 
Offices not Incompatible. 

There is no incompatibility between the office of county 
coroner and the position as county physician, and the same 
person, if otherwise qualified, may hold both. 

Hon. John J. Kerr, 
County Attorney, 

Glasgow, Mont. 
Dear Sir:-

Helena, Mont., Dec. 22nd, 1906. 

I am in recedpt of your favor of the 18th of December, in which 
'you sbumit for the consideration of this office the question as to 
whether the county coroner, who is a phy:;ician, may also be employed 
as county physician. 

There is nothing incompatible hetween the office of county coroner 
and the employment as county physician. The duties of the county 
physician are, in effect, those of a private practitioner, but the physi
cian receives his pay from the county instead of from the patient. 
Sections 1023 and 4285 of the Political Code, cited by you. prohibit a 
pubHc official from buying or otherwise dealing in accounts against, 
or warrants issued by the state or county, but this does not prevent 
any person, whether official or otherwise, from filing an account against 
the state, or a county, for services rendered by him. 

Very truly yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 
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