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Taylor v. School Commissioners, 5 Jone sLaw (N. C.) 98. 
The new board may, or may not, in their discretion, ratify the actIOn 

or tha old board in employing teachars for the school year beginning next 
September, but unless the new board see fit to ratify such aotion of the
old board, the contracts made by the old board relating to the school year 
beginning next September are not binding upon th'a new board. 

What is hereinbefore said applies only to contracts for the running 
expenses of the current school year and have nothing to do with continuing: 
liabilities of the district such as bonds, or promissory notes givan for 
school furniture, etc., which are valid obligations against the district 
after the organization of the old board has been superceded by the new 
organization. 

Very truly your", 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

County, Liability Of. Maintenance, Indigent Children Of. Indi
gent Children, Support Of. School, Deaf and Blind, 

For. Support oi Children At. 

The county is Ibble for the support of Indigent Children, wards 
oi th: County, attending l\iOlLana School for tile Deaf and Blind 
during the summer v".cation at such school. ,,; 

Helena, Montana, May 14th, 1906. 
Hon. J. F. Wegoar, Chairman, Board of County Commissioners, Helena, 

:\Iontana: 
Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of May 5th, sub

mitting for the consideration of this office the question as to the liability 
of your county for the 'support of certain children now at the Montana, 
School for the Deaf and Blind. 

It appears from the statement that certain fae<ble minded and indigent 
children, wards of Lewis and Clark County, were sent to the school and 
have been maintain~d there during the 'school yaar in accordance with the 
law govarning that institution. The school year ends on the second 
Wednesday of June, and the question presented is "Is it the duty of 
Lewis and Clark County to support the"e children during the summer 
vacation of the school?" 

In the first instance, the duty of support is devolved upon tha rela
tives of the children. If their circumstances are such that they cannot 
furnish such suport the county assumes that liability. 

Sec. 3200, 'et seq., Political Code. 
The Montana School for the Deaf and Blind is a State Educational 

Institution (Opinion to Gov. TOOle, :VI arch 3rd, 1906); it iil not a poor' 
house. Persons attending such school who are without means of sub
siMence are entitled to support in their respective counties out of the 
poor fund raised for that purposa. The provisions for shelter and board 
of pupils while under instruction is merely a necessary incident. It 
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is as much the duty of the county to support such indigent pupils during 
the summer vacation as it would be if such pupils were expelled or .sus· 
pended und.3r the provisions of Section 2342 of the Political Code, or 
otherwise ceased to attend school. 

Curtis v. Allen, 43 Neb. 184. _ 
Whether the children should be sustained at the institution during the 

summer vacation, or brougt home and then returned, iil a busin.3ss propo
sition that addreilses itself to the discretion of the Board of County Com
missioners. 

The compulsory education law, Sec. 1920, €t seq., Political Code as 
amended, laws of 1903, p. 92, and in 1905, page 172, requira the children 
to attend school. . 

Respectfully yours, 
ALBERT J. GALEN, 

Attorney General. 

Taxes, Delinquent. Notice. Republication. Personal Property. 
Delinquent Taxes. County Commissioners, .Power to 

Remit or to Cancel Taxes. 

Boards of County Comn;issioners have no authority to remit 
or to cancel taxes lawfully levied or assessed. 

County Boards of Equalizatio!1 may correct erroneous assess
ment and county commissioners may refund taxes erroneously 
paid. 

RepUblication of delinquent personal property tax lists not re
quired in certain cases. 

Helena, Montana, May 16th, 1906. 
Hon. H. S. Green, County Attorney, Great Falls, Montana. 

Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 11th inst., in which you 
submit for the consideration of this offica a propOSition, substantially as 
follows : 

"Has the Board of County Commissioners authority to direct the 
county treasurer to cancel unpaid personal taxes which have been de
linquent for mora than three years?" 

Boards of county commissioners are not given any authority to remit 
or to cancel taxes lawfully levied and assBssed. The County Board ot 
Equalization may correct an erroneous a3sessment even to the extant of 
ordering the whole assessment stricken from the roll, if it is ~U error 
(Sec. 3780 et seq., Pol. Code), or a tax paid more than once orerorneously 
or illegally collected may be refunded (Sec. 3913, Pol. Code); but a tax 
lawfully llevied, .based upon a legal assessment continues to be a charge 
until paifl. Tha Statute of Limitations, to be effectual, must be pleaded 
by the taxpayer. 

It is the duty of the countY' treailurer to colleot taxed due on personal 
property, where real estate is not liable therefor, by saizure and sale of 
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