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December 5, 2016 via email 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 Re: Nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan -- Eighth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I write in support of Joseph M. Sullivan as a nominee to the Governor for appointment to the Eighth 
Judicial District judgeship vacancy.  Joe would make an excellent and welcome addition to the Montana 
bench.  I whole-heartedly support his appointment! 
 
I have known Joe for well-over a decade.  We interacted significantly when I was elected to the Board of 
Trustees of the State Bar of Montana, although I remember meeting him even earlier.  Joe has always 
been very active in the State Bar.  He had served as a trustee for many years before me.  Later, we 
served on the Executive Committee of the State Bar, and I followed Joe through the president position.  
Joe and I are colleagues and friends. 
 
I have always thought Joe would make a good judge.  I say that not because he clearly looks the part 
with his immaculately-groomed, gray hair, and impeccable attire.  Rather, I’ve long recognized the 
many characteristics that Joe routinely and consistently exhibits as the same virtues I have seen in good 
judges. 
 
For instance, I know Joe to be intelligent, prepared, thorough, thoughtful and even-tempered.  Many 
times at Board and Committee meetings when we were discussing important and emotional issues, Joe 
would be a calming voice that called for more information, careful consideration, and the highest levels 
of professionalism and decorum.  Joe would ask probing questions in order to discern the necessary facts 
for the decision at hand.  He avoided prejudging issues until he had all the facts.  When the facts were 
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fully-presented, he was decisive and clearly explained his reasons for voting for/against the pending 
motion. 
 
Joe is imminently fair and would treat all people with respect.  Indeed, I watched Joe carefully manage 
many delicate issues confronting the State Bar, such as personnel issues, with incredible grace, 
confidentiality, and consideration.  He is a person of the highest moral character and integrity; I trust 
him implicitly. 
 
Joe has an impressive work ethic!  His ability to balance an active private practice and participate in all 
those bar activities and leadership roles is clear evidence of Joe’s significant energy and commitment.  I 
know Joe would be a judge who remains on top of his caseload, and would complete the work of the 
court in a timely fashion.  Given the Eighth Judicial District really ought to have almost two more 
judgeships for its caseload1, Joe’s work ethic and energy are keenly needed in the district. 
 
Finally, Joe’s proven leadership skills are needed in the Eighth Judicial District and the judiciary of 
Montana.  With the many demands upon the office and the individual wearing the black robe, Joe will 
be an innovator and leader in addressing the challenges facing our judiciary.  He will do more than 
merely serve as a caretaker of the position. 
 
In short, I ask you to forward Joe Sullivan’s name to the Governor for consideration, and I hope the 
Governor appoints Joe to the position of District Judge.  The district and State of Montana would be 
well-served with Joe as a judge.  
 
If you have any further questions about Joe, please contact me. With best wishes, I am 
 

  
 
Cc: Joseph Sullivan (via email) 
 
Sav/16012545.docx 

                                                 
1 See Montana District Court Judicial Weighted Caseload Study, 2014, National Center for State Courts and the State Justice 
Institute, at 20. 





































 

Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies  

Office of Court Administrator  

P.O. Box 203005  

Helena, MT, 59620 mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

     

 It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of support for Joe Sullivan to fill the vacancy created by 
Judge Dirk Sandefur’s resignation as State District Court Judge.  

I have known Joe for approximately sixteen years. In that time I have personally witnessed him on a 
community level, as well as a professional level interacting within the community. This man has always 
conducted himself in a manner above reproach, and respectful of all he has dealt with. I personally do 
not know of anyone who would be more qualified to fill this vacancy as a District Court Judge. Joe 
Sullivan has a reputation as a fair minded, honest man with a sense of pride in his community.  

My first memories of Joe date back to 1999 when he was volunteering his time with a faith filled group 
in the Big Sky Cum Christo movement. Joe was one of the first to greet me when I became involved, I 
knew from the first moment I met him that he was a decent man with respect for the dignity of human 
beings. I have since become an ordained Deacon, It is because of people like Joe Sullivan, and the 
example they set that I was able to succeed in my life.  

On a professional level Joe has represented my family a couple of times in different personal matters. In 
one of those my son was seriously injured in an accident at work. The example Joe set for my son in 
representing him can only be described as a life lesson. Joe turned a situation that was filled with 
resentment, and hard feelings into a teachable moment that instilled an ethic in my son I could never 
had imagined had I not witnessed it with my own eyes.   

Joe Sullivan’s support from this community is far reaching. This is a man not only capable of winning an 
election, but changing the landscape of the job in a positive way for all who come before him.  

Joe Sullivan is a man who is well known in this community, the voters of Cascade County would 
overwhelmingly support him because of his charitable work in our community as well as in our local 
schools.  I cannot recommend strongly enough Joe Sullivan’s appointment to this position.   

  

                                                       Deacon Reverend Robert J. Ferguson  
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HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION 

RULES 

14 Dec, 2016 

RE: Appointment of Joseph M. Sullivan to 8th Judicial District Court Vacancy 

Please consider this letter as my highest recommendation for the appointment of Joseph M. Sullivan to 

the 8th Judicial District Court seat being vacated by the Honorable Dirk Sandefur. 

I have personally and professionally known Mr. Sullivan for many years, working with both Mr. Sullivan 

and his wife in civic and community affairs, and in my role as Montana State Senator representing 

Senate Districts 13 and 11. Mr. Sullivan has the intelligence, personal and professional ethics and 

temperament needed to effectively rule from the bench as a District Court Judge. His current 

knowledge, experience and education of the law in many areas, and his personal skillset to identify and 

understand the effects of his decisions on those appearing before the court will surely benefit the Court 

and those that appear. In my personal dealings with Mr. Sullivan, I have found him to be level tempered 

and able to deal with stressors in a way that is unique in dealing with people, issues and emotions. His 

communication skills are excellent and applied in a way that can help anyone understand the 

complexities of the law, the repercussions of actions, and the penalties and benefits that the Court can 

offer. 

Mr. Sullivan is a man of the highest character. He is known and respected in his legal profession, is 

financially stable, and able to make decisions based upon fact, data and free of political pressure or 

ideology. His demeanor is pleasant, he has a love for the law and the State of Montana, and for his 

family who is well respected in our community and State. I firmly believe that as a District Court Judge, 

Mr. Sullivan will be respected by parties on all sides of issues and his rulings will be fair, competent and 

respected. 

With the issues challenging all of us in these trying times for our State and Nation, we need to celebrate 

opportunities to appoint intelligent, personable, effective and ethical leaders to positions such as 

District Court Judges. We have a tremendous opportunity in Mr. Joseph M. Sullivan and his potential 

appointment as District Court Judge representing the 8th Judicial Court. I can find no better candidate to 

support, and hope that the Judicial Nomination Committee will take to heart my recommendation for 

his appointment to the bench. 

F. Edward Buttrey

Senator

SDll 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 4:00 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Gustafson Law Office [mailto:gustafsn@3rivers.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 11:07 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Joseph M. Sullivan-Applicant for Judgeship Vacancy in Eighth Judicial District 
 
November 29, 2016 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620‐3005 
 
RE:  Joseph M. Sullivan 
 
I have known Joe Sullivan for some twenty (20) years.  We have been engaged in legal matters involving clients with 
adversarial positions and I have also worked with him as a Mediator and as Co‐Trustees of Area D of the State Bar of 
Montana.  I am aware of his recent candidacy for election of the position of District Judge of the Eighth Judicial District 
and now his application to fill the judgeship created by Judge Dirk Sandefur’s election as a Montana Supreme Court 
Justice.  Joe has served as President of the Montana State Bar and continues to remain active with the Bar as Chairman 
of the Technology Section.  He is also an active member of the Law Related Education Committee of the State Bar which 
is committed to educating our local community and school population about our much envied system of jurisprudence, 
our Federal Constitution and Bill of Rights and our very forward looking Montana Constitution of 1972.  This Committee 
has published and distributed the Montana Citizen’s Guide To The  Courts, the Montana Guide To Turning Eighteen, 
Veteran’s Guide, etc. 
 
Through my professional and working relationship with Joe I can assure each of you that he has the moral integrity, 
objectivity, temperament, work ethic  and professional acumen to serve the general public as a District Judge.  As a 
devoted husband, father and general practitioner he has the ability to empathize with, and serve people appearing 
before him in a manner consistent with, and promoting the best interests of justice, and therefore our citizenry. 
 
For the foregoing reasons I recommend without reservation Joseph M. Sullivan for appointment as District Judge for the 
Eighth Judicial District of the State of Montana.  I am confident that Joe would be easily elected following his service as 
the appointed District Judge for the Eighth Judicial District. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gale R. Gustafson 
Attorney At Law #588 
Gustafson Law Offices 
400 South Main, Suite 101 
Conrad, Montana  59425 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 3:59 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Bob Kelly [mailto:montanakellys@mac.com]  
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2016 11:38 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Endorsement of Joe Sullivan for District Court/ Attention Lois Menzies 
 
Ms. Menzies, 
Please accept my letter of support for Joe Sullivan as you and your committee consider the various candidates for 
District Court. My wife Sheila and I have known Joe as an active community member for over 20 years. I cannot speak to 
his skills and qualifications as an attorney, but I am aware of many in Great Falls who speak of his professional practice in 
the highest regard. What I can address is Joe’s untiring willingness to participate in a significant way in many community 
groups serving the traditionally underserved. Joe’s efforts are sometimes visible and many times quietly away from 
view, but are always meaningful and important to our community.I have appreciated the contributions of both Joe and 
his wife Parker to our city throughout the time I have known them. I am sure Joe would  bring his caring perspective and 
his professional skills to the bench and be a credit to our judicial system.Please know that I heartily support his selection. 
Thank you for your time. 
Best, 
Bob Kelly 
Mayor of the City of Great Falls. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 3:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Jennifer Lutey [mailto:jeno@brightwayslearning.org]  
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2016 1:12 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Joe Sullivan 
Subject: Letter of Support for Joe Sullivan for District Judge  
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620‐3005 
 
 
Re: 8th Judicial District Judge Application 
 
Dear Ms. Menzies and Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I write in support of Joe Sullivan’s nomination and appointment as Judge for the 8th Judicial District.  I have 
known Joe for about six years through serving on both the State Bar Law Related Education Committee and 
the State Bar Technology Committee.    
 
Joe continually exhibits exceptional leadership ability in both committees.  His legal knowledge and 
understanding of application of the law significantly furthers both committees’ efforts.  Additionally, Joe has 
the invaluable ability to motivate others to significantly contribute to the legal community and beyond.  
 
Joe continues to positively impact the statewide legal community from his past service as a leader of the State 
Bar and through his support and education in technical matters to attorneys and judicial members.  Joe also 
benefits the general public through legal education and resource development and through more technically 
capable attorney representation and judicial understanding of technology as applied to the law.   
 
Further, Joe’s ability to listen well, synthesize significant information, and to quickly to make decisions and 
decisively guide others are all important skills necessary for a District Court Judge.  Joe’s energy and 
enthusiasm for the law is infectious and helps to instill confidence in the legal process.   
 
I highly recommend Joe to you and Governor Bullock without reservation; he would make an excellent 8th 
Judicial District Judge.   
 
Sincerely, 
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Jennifer Lutey, Esq. 
Executive Director  
 
 

 

Jennifer Lutey 
Executive Director 

406.542.3334 | BrightwaysLearning.org 

3700 S. Russell #114, Missoula, MT 59801 

"Connecting Students to a Bright Future" 

   
 
 

 

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com  
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 3:57 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Brad Condra [mailto:bcondra@bigskylawyers.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2016 8:54 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public Comment - Joe Sullivan 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Louis Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 50620‐3005 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I write in my individual capacity to express my support for Joe Sullivan’s nomination and appointment for the State 
District Court Judge vacancy created by Judge Dirk Sandefur’s recent election to the Montana State Supreme Court.  As 
you are no doubt aware, Mr. Sullivan has a wide depth of legal experience and a clearly demonstrated commitment to 
public service.  In my opinion, Mr. Sullivan would be an exceptional for District Court Judge in the Eight Judicial District. 
 
I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Sullivan and have found him to be thorough, well‐reasoned, ethical and 
practical.  He exemplifies the qualities that only the best in the profession possess.  Mr. Sullivan clearly has the 
qualifications, experience and intelligence to be an outstanding District Court Judge.  I hope that you will give Mr. 
Sullivan’s accomplishments, qualifications and commitment the serious consideration they deserve. 
 
If you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance please to not hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 
 
Brad Condra 
 
MILODRAGOVICH•DALE•STEINBRENNER, P.C. 
A T T O R N E Y S 
 

P. Brad Condra 
Shareholder 
 
620 High Park Way, P.O. Box 4947 • Missoula, MT 59806 
(T) 406-728-1455 (F) 406-549-7077 
www.bigskylawyers.com 
 
NOTICE: The foregoing message (including all attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act,18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521, is 
CONFIDENTIAL and may also be protected by ATTORNEY -CLIENT or other PRIVILEGE. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are hereby 
notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply to the sender that you have received this 
message in error, then delete it. Thank you. 
 





Michael Larson 
PO Box 1443 

Dillon, MT 59725 
 

December 23, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov   
 

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee: 

I am writing in my individual capacity to express my support for the nomination of Joseph 
Sullivan for the 8th Judicial District Judgeship. I have known Joe for over ten years. I have had 
the honor and privilege of working with him in his capacity as a State Bar Trustee, President 
elect, President and past President. Additionally we have presented numerous CLEs together and 
attended many of the same ABA meetings. I have been proud to consider him both a friend and a 
colleague. 

Though I haven’t had the opportunity to practice with or against him, Joe has always presented 
clear and concise information when presenting at CLEs, regardless of the subject matter. Joe has 
also represented Montana well when attending ABA functions. His knowledge base is deep, yet 
he can present the information so that it can be understood by all. I have often met with Joe while 
visiting Great Falls, to gain a better understanding of the local legal community and the issues 
they face. 

Joe’s attributes go far beyond his dedication to the legal profession. Joe and his wife, Parker, are 
fixtures in the Great Falls community and the legal community of Montana. Additionally, he is 
the proud father of three wonderful girls, and an even prouder grandfather.  

Thank you for your consideration of Joe Sullivan for the position of Judge for the 8th Judicial 
District. He would be a great addition to the Bench. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at (406) 660-1181. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Larson 

https://mail.montanabar.org/OWA/redir.aspx?SURL=EzqgscSU31SXE_TQpZHZ-CdR_Nq7R-wVU7BpI7kkvmxV1pXF5xXTCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoATQBUAHMAdQBwAHIAZQBtAGUAYwBvAHUAcgB0AEAAbQB0AC4AZwBvAHYA&URL=mailto%3aMTsupremecourt%40mt.gov
















Letter of endorsement for Joe Sullivan as judicial appointee: 
 
 
My name is Don Miller and I have known Joe Sullivan for approximately 18 years. My 
support for Mr. Sullivan is based on professional, social and personal interactions.  
 
Professionally, I have observed Joe as board chair of two different non-profit 
organizations. I am always very impressed with his preparation, organization and 
congenial manner at meetings. I have been on several boards myself and I have yet to see 
anyone match his leadership abilities.  
 
My wife retained Joe to represent her in an automobile accident case and we witnessed a 
dedicated and effective attorney in our corner. We were both pleased with his 
compassion, energy and consistent preparation and organization. We would definitely 
seek his counsel again in the future, if need be. 
 
Joe provided pro-bono work for a non-profit which I am associated. He explained all the 
options facing management and provided invaluable help in solving some serious legal 
issues for the organization. One of his favorite activities is to provide opportunities for 
youth to get a taste of court through mock trials. I have observed Joe in actual hearings 
and I think he would excel as a professor, as he brings that realism to a classroom. I am 
pleased that he is offering that temperament of instruction to the court system 
 
Socially, our families have shared many school and church related activities. His middle 
daughter and my son were very good friends in high school and I taught two of his 
daughters in high school. We have a group of common friends that have made a point of 
getting together for weekly breakfast and “extended family” of sorts. We have supported 
each other as fathers and husbands in life’s journey. 
 
Personally, I think of this man as a younger, yet smarter brother. I was an Air Force pilot 
and we have spent some time talking aviation, and especially, stories of Joe’s time with 
the Space Shuttle program. I am so impressed with his desire to investigate issues, which 
I’m sure has been a strength in his work as a lawyer. He has an in-depth knowledge in 
many areas and he seems to thrive on learning. When he is unfamiliar with a subject, he 
does exceptional research and retains what he learns. This personal trait seems to be 
perfect for a judicial candidate.  
 
I am proud to be called his friend but I’m not blinded by that friendship. If I didn’t see his 
calling as something good for society, I would tell him. I do, in fact, picture him as a 
model of what an ethical judge should be. In future elections, I would be glad to assist in 
any capacity. 
 
 
Don Miller 
4111 5th Ave. S. 
Great Falls, MT 59405 
Phone: 406.788.1271 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 6:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: John Alexander [mailto:jda@uazh.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 2:18 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: jsullivan@sullivanlawmt.com 
Subject: 8th Judicial District Judge position 
 
Attention:Lois Menzies. I am sending this e-mail in support of Joseph Sullivan for the 8th Judicial District Court opening 
created by Judge Sandefur's election to the Supreme Court. I have known Joe for over 20 years and have found his 
temperament and integrity impeccable. I am a retired Attorney who practiced in Great Falls for over 40 years. I have had 
many dealing with Joe over the years both collegially and adversarially. He was always very professional and I could 
always take him at his word. His broad background in the law as well as his contributions to the legal community and 
public community make him particularly qualified to serve as a District Court Judge. I have supported him in the past for 
a judicial position and his persistence in seeking appointment speaks volumes on his keen interest in serving the public as 
a judge. As a former Trustee of the State Bar, I was quite impressed with the way he lead the Montana State Bar 
Association during his tenure as president. I recall one case where I hired Joe as an expert in a complex case involving a 
number of issues that required exceptional analytical and organizational skills. His work on that case gives me great 
confidence that he would make an excellent District Court Judge. Should you have any questions on Joe's capabilities to 
serve in this capacity, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 6:39 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Scott Radford [mailto:sradford@strainbld.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 3:12 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: jsullivan@sullivanlawmt.com 
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE APPLICANTS FOR OPEN SEAT ON 8TH JUDICIAL BENCH 
 
December 29th, 2016 (Thursday) 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
 
RE:  My comment on the applicants for the open seat on the 8th Judicial Bench 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
I have been a member of the Cascade County Bar Association and a member of the MT Bar for over 35 years.  I 
personally know all of the applicants and their abilities and experience.   
 
All five are bright individuals.  But for me, I would urge the Commission to recommend to the Governor both John Parker 
and Joe Sullivan as having the superior qualifications (among the five applicants) for this judicial position. 
 
Yours Truly,  
 
Scott M. Radford, esq. 
Radford Law Firm, P.C. 
P.O. Box 2928 
Great Falls, MT  59403 
 
(406) 452-5522 office 
<sraford@strainbld.com> 



MARY  SHEEHY  MOE 
8 Prospect Drive 

Great Falls, MT 59405 
 
 

December	29,	2016	
	
	
	
Judicial	Nominations	Commission	
c/o	Lois	Menzies,	Court	Administrator	
P.O.	Box	203005	
Helena,	MT	59620-3005	
	
To	the	Commission:	
	
I	am	pleased	to	write	this	letter	in	support	of	the	application	of	Great	Falls	attorney	Joseph	
M.	Sullivan	for	a	judgeship	in	the	Eighth	Judicial	District	in	Great	Falls.	I	have	known	Joe	as	
a	Montana	lawyer	and	as	a	Great	Falls	community	leader	for	nearly	a	decade.	I	believe	that	
he	will	bring	to	the	bench	the	strong	commitment	to	both	the	law	and	public	service	that	
Montanans	expect	and	deserve.	
	
As	his	application	establishes,	in	his	30+	years	of	practice,	Joe	has	worked	in	a	diverse	
range	of	legal	areas.	Although	he	is	most	experienced	in	insurance	defense,	he	has	made	it	a	
point	to	be	a	“broad	fields”	practitioner.	His	breadth	of	experience	will	be	an	asset	on	the	
bench,	as	will	his	experience	before	various	kinds	of	courts	on	a	variety	of	issues.	He	is	held	
in	high	regard	among	his	colleagues	statewide.	They	speak	in	particular	of	his	unfailing	
civility	and	warmth	and	how	well	both	reflect	on	him	and	on	the	profession.	
	
Joe	has	also	demonstrated	an	unusual	level	of	service	to	the	Montana	Bar	Association.	For	
several	years	he	served	on	its	board	and	ultimately	as	its	President.		He	actively	
participated	in	providing	CLE	presentations	for	the	Bar,	contributing	to	the	monthly	
newsletter,	and	working	through	issues	with	committees.	As	a	member	of	the	CLE	
Commission,	I	appreciated	the	consistency	and	the	affability	of	his	communication	efforts	–	
and	the	time	away	from	his	practice	that	those	efforts	required.		
	
Joe’s	service	ethic	and	his	work	ethic	go	far	beyond	the	Bar.	He	has	been	active	in	the	Great	
Falls	community	in	countless	ways.	The	one	that	I’m	most	familiar	with	is	his	involvement	
with	United	Way.	Joe	is	one	of	the	few	attorneys	in	town	who	has	taken	on	the	time	
commitment	and	the	legwork	involved	in	making	our	local	United	Way	such	a	strong	and	
productive	presence	in	Great	Falls.	I	was	on	the	UW	board	for	almost	five	years	so	I	know	
what	that	commitment	involves.	Joe’s	been	on	it	for	six	years,	including	two	years	as	
campaign	vice-chair	and	chair,	the	most	time-consuming	posts	on	the	board.	Under	his	
leadership,	United	Way	of	Cascade	County	not	only	has	had	record-setting	donations,	but	
has	also	achieved	a	uniquely	accountable	and	collaborative	model	that	has	made	huge,	
quantifiable	improvements	in	lives	in	Great	Falls.	
	



Over	three	decades,	Joe	Sullivan	has	shown	Montana	lawyers	and	the	Great	Falls	
community	members	a	professionalism	characterized	by	hard	work,	selflessness,	kindness	
and	warmth.	These	are	the	qualities	he	would	bring	to	the	bench.	I	recommend	him	
without	reservation.	
	
Sincerely,	
	

	
	
Sen.	Mary	Sheehy	Moe	
Senate	District	12	
	
	



SNYDER LAW OFFICE, P.C. 
___________________________ 

 
Randall A. Snyder 8090 MT Highway 35                (406) 837-4383 

Erika Johnson P.O. Box 717            E-mail:  secretary@rsnyderlaw.us 

Attorneys at Law Bigfork, MT 59911             

Wendy Stewart, Paralegal 

 

January 2, 2017 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

PO Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

 

Via email only to: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

 

 Re: Eighth Judicial District Court Nominees 

 

Dear Commission Members: 

 

 I write to support the nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan for District Court Judge in 

Cascade County.  I met Joe nearly years ago as the newest member to the Board of 

Trustees of the State Bar.  Joe was a trustee from Great Falls.  We crossed paths on an 

early morning jog before the Board’s annual retreat, that year in Red Lodge.  I worked 

with Joe as he passed through the chairs to the State Bar presidency.  I saw his committee 

work with the National Conference of Bar Presidents.  I recall Joe’s humor, observing 

that he was about to be “kicked off the island” as he ended his final days as Immediate 

Past President of our State Bar.  I repeated that very phrase this last September.   

 

 Many “past presidents” go quietly into history, as I have.  Joe just couldn’t say 

“no” or stand by though – he kept seeing incomplete work for our profession.  Even 

today Joe continues to chair the State Bar’s all-important technology committee and 

recently forwarded recommendations for approved rule changes to our Supreme Court. 

 

 I do not write to attest to Joe’s technical or professional qualifications.  His cases 

and resume speak for themselves.  However, in Bar Association circles today, our 

concern for administration of justice has radically changed from five and ten years ago.   

 

 Our judiciary and attorneys now work with a significantly overburdened court.  

Every urban district in western Montana has seen their caseloads double and triple.  The 

few judgeships which were added in the 2013 legislative session did not meet the 

demand.  ABA recommendations for number of cases per judge would seemingly justify 

half again as many District Judges and Justices of the Peace as currently serve Montana’s 

courts.   Particularly with reduced revenue this next biennium, it’s a certainty the 

legislature will not authorize new district judges as are necessary at $1 million per seat. 
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 Compound this with the pro se litigation explosion, the aging out of our profession 

(one-quarter to one-third of State Bar members will die or leave the practice of law in the 

next seven to ten years) and rapid technological changes to legal practice and courtroom 

administration.  What case does not now involve e-Discovery?  The Trial Lawyers 

Association presented an instructor who advocates trying cases from an iPad.  With the 

current challenges facing today’s jurists, it’s a wonder anyone would apply.   

 

 The current job description, while still requiring a competence in law and even 

temperament, now demands an administrator who can handle three times a reasonable 

caseload (half of which are pro se), inadequate funding and staff, a curious blend of aging 

and younger attorneys in trial (some of whom don’t play well) and rapidly changing 

technology.  Why Joe Sullivan might prefer this to a quiet solo practice and predictable 

retirement is a wonder, but his background was written for the role.   

 

 Joe Sullivan didn’t just lead the State Bar.  He led us during a tumultuous 

legislature which attacked the courts and lawyers generally.  Joe represented the State Bar 

and advocated for the courts with calm, collected demeanor, solid data, diplomacy and 

always a smile.  Joe dealt with personalities on the Board of Trustees, a challenging 

relationship with the Montana Justice Foundation and others.  Whatever the tenor of an 

argument, most everyone was pacified by Joe’s approach and smile.  You couldn’t rattle 

him. 

 

 Today’s district judge cannot be an average administrator; they must be an expert.  

They must not only have legal knowledge, but understand the technology for finding, 

writing and sharing it.  They must keep an impossible calendar current and decide cases 

before litigants expire.  Joe’s done that.  He not only chairs the State Bar technology 

committee, he resurrected it.  He could assist the Eighth Judicial District into a more 

efficient use of technology and our eventual electronic filing. 

 

 I personally mediated the District Judges Association petition to amend the 

Substitution Rule.  I am well aware of the independence of District Judges, as much from 

practicing attorneys as from each other.  That is true within as well as between districts.  

Here again, there is no room for loss of efficiency today given the caseload.  With or 

without substitutions, district judges must work together at peak efficiency to have any 

hope of remaining current.  Joe has the background, personality and drive to work with 

the Judge’s Association as a whole, as well as with other District Judges in Great Falls 

for consistent and efficient procedures and policy.   
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 I urge you to nominate your most qualified candidate, Joe Sullivan.  Thank you for 

allowing me to comment. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

        

Randall A. Snyder 

 

 

RAS/mr 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 5:07 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: cheriebowmanlyons@gmail.com [mailto:cheriebowmanlyons@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 10:54 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial nomination 8th district court judge: Joseph Sullivan recommendation 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620‐3005 
 
Commission members 
 
Thank you for volunteering to serve on this commission.  I know this work takes serious consideration and I appreciate 
your willingness to serve in this capacity. 
 
I am writing to you in support of the nomination of Joseph Sullivan for the 8th judicial district judge vacancy.  I have been 
acquainted with Joe and his wife Parker for two decades through common friends.  From this personal perspective, I can 
attest to his keen listening skills, his compassion, and his ability to listen fairly with an open mind  to all sides of 
discussions. I am confident this will translate into Joe’s ability to consistently use great care on the bench to use 
common sense and apply the law fairly, impartially and with respect for all individuals. 
 
I know from discussions with other friends who are district court judges in the Great Falls area that our 8th district 
caseload is extremely heavy.  I believe Joe’s work history of handling a full and varied practice load and simultaneously 
handling the duties of his leadership role in the state bar prove that he would be adept at efficiently and effectively 
managing the significant case load of the 8th Judicial District. 
 
I am not an attorney myself nor have I needed to seek  Joe’s professional counsel, but I strongly believe Joe’s leadership 
role in the Montana state bar is a testimony to his state bar colleagues belief in him as an ethical man of substantial 
integrity and a highly respected member of the legal community. 
 
Joe Sullivan has a positive reputation in our community and will have the support of independents, democrats and 
republicans to be successful in a subsequent general election. 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration of my recommendation for Joe Sullivan for this position. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cherie Bowman‐Lyons 
1526C Meadowlark Drive 
Great Falls MT 59404 
406‐788‐3717 
cheriebowmanlyons@gmail.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 5:07 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Tracy Axelberg [mailto:tracy@axelbergmediation.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2017 7:25 AM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission, Cascade County 
 
Dear Lois‐ 
I write to cast my support for my friend and colleague Joe Sullivan for the appointment to The Honorable Dirk Sandefur’s 
State District Court Seat. 
I began my practice in Great Falls in 1986; Joe began his practice in Great Falls a year later.  We litigated a number of 
cases over the next seven years and, in more recent years, I worked with Joe as a mediator.  I have always found him to 
be a skilled advocate with a strong work ethic.  He has ably represented a wide variety of clients in diverse areas of the 
law.  He is an excellent writer, and effective communicator and always abides by the high ethical standards of our 
profession.  Most importantly, in my view, he has the temperament required to effectively deal with the rigorous 
demands of the bench. 
I sincerely hope the Judicial Nomination Commission will give this talented, time‐tested attorney its serious 
consideration for this important seat.  Joe is approaching 30 years of service to the Cascade County Bar; his wide‐ranging 
practice and commitment to the Great Falls community make him a perfect fit and predictably electable. 
Kindly pass this recommendation on to the members of the Commission.  Thank you and best regards. 
 
Tracy Axelberg 
Axelberg Mediation and Arbitration, PLLC 



 

 Brent R. Cromley 
 Brent.Cromley@moultonbellingham.com 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Re:  Application of Joe M. Sullivan for District Judge Position 
 
To the Members of the Commission: 
 
 I write to support the consideration of Joe M. Sullivan for the position of District 
Judge, in the position recently vacated by Judge Sandefur. 
 
 I first became acquainted with Joe almost twenty years ago, during the years 
when he and I were members of the Board of Trustees for the State Bar of Montana.  
During those frequent contacts with Joe, I became familiar with both his professional 
qualifications, and his demeanor. As I am sure you are aware, Joe eventually became 
an outstanding President of the State Bar. 
 

Since that time I have continued to have contact with Joe and have only become 
more impressed with his unselfish and continuing dedicated service to the State Bar 
and to the legal profession in this State. Joe is also an outstanding advocate for his 
clients. 
 
 Having practiced law in Montana for over forty years, I have become familiar with 
the reputation of many Montana lawyers. Joe Sullivan has the reputation of being a 
skilled litigator, and a lawyer with whom other lawyers are pleased to interact because 
of his honesty and trustworthiness. 
   
 Perhaps more important, however, is the fact that Joe displays intelligence, 
common sense, and compassion in all aspects of his life, traits which will make him a 
credit to the Montana judiciary, and to the State of Montana as a whole. I can think of 
very few persons who would be more qualified to be a Montana District Judge. 
 
       Sincerely yours, 
 
 
       Brent R. Cromley 



December	
  31,	
  2016	
  
	
  
Judicial	
  Nomination	
  Commission	
  
c/o	
  Lois	
  Menzies	
  
Office	
  of	
  Court	
  Administrator	
  
PO	
  Box	
  203005	
  
Helena,	
  MT	
  	
  59620-­‐3005	
  
	
  
Re:	
  Support	
  for	
  Joseph	
  Sullivan,	
  State	
  District	
  Court	
  in	
  Cascade	
  County	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Commission	
  members,	
  
	
  
Once	
  again	
  I	
  write	
  with	
  my	
  unqualified	
  support	
  for	
  Joseph	
  Sullivan.	
  I	
  believe	
  him	
  to	
  
be	
  highly	
  qualified	
  for	
  the	
  State	
  District	
  Court	
  position	
  that	
  has	
  opened	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  
resignation	
  of	
  Judge	
  Dirk	
  Sandefur.	
  When	
  faced	
  with	
  such	
  decisions	
  as	
  a	
  longtime	
  
Cascade	
  County	
  Commissioner,	
  I	
  appreciated	
  hearing	
  from	
  people	
  I	
  trusted	
  who	
  had	
  
a	
  long	
  history	
  with	
  the	
  candidate	
  they	
  supported.	
  I	
  count	
  several	
  of	
  you	
  on	
  the	
  
nominating	
  commission	
  as	
  long	
  time	
  friends,	
  others	
  I	
  know	
  by	
  your	
  fine	
  reputations.	
  
I	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  support	
  my	
  friend	
  Joseph	
  Sullivan	
  to	
  replace	
  Judge	
  Sandefur.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  met	
  Joe	
  when	
  we	
  were	
  undergrads	
  at	
  Gonzaga.	
  He	
  was	
  dating	
  my	
  friend	
  Parker	
  
Emmons,	
  who	
  is	
  now	
  his	
  wife	
  of	
  34	
  years.	
  Later,	
  my	
  husband	
  and	
  I	
  reconnected	
  with	
  
the	
  Sullivan’s	
  in	
  Great	
  Falls	
  and	
  shared	
  momentous,	
  joyful	
  and	
  even	
  mundane	
  life	
  
milestones	
  from	
  the	
  raising	
  of	
  our	
  children	
  through	
  the	
  aging	
  of	
  our	
  parents.	
  That’s	
  
a	
  long	
  lens	
  to	
  view	
  someone’s	
  life.	
  	
  
	
  
Through	
  it	
  all	
  I	
  respected	
  Joe.	
  He’s	
  a	
  man	
  of	
  his	
  word	
  who	
  understands	
  community	
  
and	
  works	
  hard	
  to	
  build	
  it.	
  He	
  was	
  always	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  volunteer	
  and	
  never	
  walked	
  
away	
  without	
  completing	
  a	
  task.	
  	
  A	
  culminating	
  example	
  is	
  his	
  compassionate	
  
dedication	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  Way.	
  He	
  dug	
  in	
  to	
  guide	
  the	
  organization	
  to	
  unparalleled	
  
success	
  in	
  fundraising	
  and	
  strategic	
  giving.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Given	
  the	
  chance,	
  Joe	
  will	
  combine	
  his	
  love	
  for	
  the	
  community	
  with	
  his	
  legal	
  
expertise,	
  keen	
  intellect,	
  and	
  work	
  ethic	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  District	
  Court	
  judge.	
  I	
  can	
  add	
  
with	
  confidence,	
  Joe	
  has	
  the	
  tenacity	
  to	
  hold	
  on	
  to	
  this	
  post	
  by	
  being	
  a	
  rigorous	
  
candidate,	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  flanked	
  by	
  friends	
  who	
  will	
  help	
  him.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  again	
  for	
  your	
  service	
  on	
  the	
  Judicial	
  Nominating	
  Commission.	
  	
  
	
  
Best,	
  

	
  
Peggy	
  Beltrone	
  
7901	
  East.	
  Luke	
  Lane	
  
Scottsdale,	
  AZ	
  	
  85250	
  



 
 

HERTHA L. LUND 
JAYDAN D. JOHNSON 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
662 Ferguson Ave., Unit 2 

Bozeman, MT 59718 
Telephone: (406) 586-6254 
Facsimile: (406) 586-6259 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
January 4, 2017 
 
 
Via Email 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
 
 RE: Nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan, Eighth Judicial District Judge 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I write to recommend Joseph Sullivan to Judge Sandefur’s position on the 8th Judicial 
District. Based on our professional relationship and personal friendship, and my 
observation of Joe’s unbiased dedication to the rule of law, I wholeheartedly support his 
appointment to the 8th Judicial District.   
 
Joe and I have known each other for over fifteen years. We first worked together in 
litigation on a ranching transaction case. The case was very emotional for all parties and 
Joe showed what a compassionate and fair individual he is. 
 
Since that time, I have appeared in Montana District Courts and the Supreme Court, 
various Federal Courts, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the Federal Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and the United States Supreme Court.  Based on that diverse experience and 
exposure to a wide variety of judges and justices, I know Joe would be a great candidate 
as well. 
 
I’m sure you have already read extensively from other letters about Joe’s intellectual 
rigor, excellent writing skills, breadth of legal experience, diligence and hard work, and 
his commitment to the rule of law. Not only do I respect Joe from working with him, but 
I have hired Joe to work as my personal attorney as well. When my father passed away, 
the life insurance company was giving my family a hard time. Joe was the one I trusted 
to go to for help getting through the difficult time and he succeeded with our case 
against the insurance company. 
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If Joe is appointed, I will work hard on his behalf to introduce his to landowners and 
others in rural Montana who will appreciate his approach to the law.  I so strongly 
support Joe’s candidacy that I will help him campaign throughout his district in 2017. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hertha L. Lund 
L U N D  L A W ,  P L L C  
Lund@Lund-Law.com 

mailto:Lund@Lund-Law.com
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January 4, 2017 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Re:  Recommendation for Joseph M. Sullivan, Eighth Judicial District Vacancy 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I enthusiastically write this letter in support of Joe Sullivan’s nomination for District Court Judge 
in Cascade County.  I have had the pleasure of knowing Joe for approximately ten years both 
personally and through his volunteer work with United Way of Cascade County.  Joe has 
willingly accepted critical leadership roles with our organization and performed exceptionally in 
all of his duties over the years. 
 
During that time, Joe has demonstrated an admirable commitment to our community and his 
personal values.  He is able to maintain a calm demeanor and help everyone around him look at 
issues with critical yet compassionate perspectives.  In his volunteer work, Joe offers a persistent 
voice of reason – when Joe speaks to address anything in front of our board or other volunteers, 
everyone pays close attention as his opinions and suggestions are well thought out and valued. 
 
I am confident that Joe’s traits and talents would make for an excellent judge.  I encourage you 
to positively consider his nomination.  Feel free to contact me for any further information I can 
provide. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gary Owen 
President 
 

http://www.uwccmt.org/
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DAMON L CANNETT

Mailing Addrcssi

P O Box1375

Billings,Montana 59103

January 3, 2017

Judicial Nomination Commission
C/O Ms. Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P. O. Box 20305
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt. gov

Re: Eighth Judicial District Court Judge

Dear Ms. Menzies:

This letter is being wriuen in support ofthe selection ofJoseph Sullivan as a Judge for
the Eighth Judicial District Court of the State of Montana.

The undersigned has known Mr. Sullivan for approximately twenty (20) years. I initially
met Mr. Sullivan while we were both involved in the activities of the State Bar of Montana. I
have maintained consistent contact with Mr. Sullivan since our initial introduction.

Mr. Sullivan's commitment to the rule of law and the objective, even-handed application
ofthe relevant considerations to all ofthe complex questions that came before the Board of
Trustees of the State Bar of Montana during Mr. Sullivan's tenure was exemplary. Mr.
Sullivan's presentations to the Board were the result ofgenuine and contemplative consideration
ofthe factors that pertained to the particular decisions that faced the Board.

Joseph Sullivan has demonstrated outstanding leadership, dedication, perseverance and
commitment during the time that he has participated in the activities of the State Bar of Montana.

Mr. Sullivan has also been active in the National Council ofBar Presidents ofthe
American Bar Association.

It is without any hesitation, or reservation, whatsoever that I recommend Joseph Sullivan
for consideration for appointment as a State District Court Judge for the Eighth Judicial District
of the State of Montana.

Please contact the undersigned with any questions, or requests for additional information,



Ms. Lois Menzies
January 3, 2017
Page2

that you may have concerning the contents of this recommendation.

Your genuine consideration of the selection ofJoseph Sullivan's for appointrnent
as a State District Court Judge is warranted by his outstanding public service and commitment to
the legal profession.

Sincerely,
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Damon L. Gannett
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LISA SWAN SEMANSKY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

14 5th Street South, PO Box 3267 
Great Falls, MT 59401 

Phone: (406) 771-1584 *Fax (406) 453-1584 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

January 4, 2017 

Re: 8th Judicial District Court Judge 
Application of Joseph M. Sullivan 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

This letter is written in support of the application of Joseph M. Sullivan for 
nomination for the 81

h Judicial District Court Judge that is now open because of the election 
of Judge Dirk Sandefur to the Montana Supreme Court. Currently the 81

h Judicial District 
court has many cases before it that require our judges to spend many hours just trying to 
keep up with all the cases they hear and give us timely and considered decisions. It is a 
big job for an incoming judge. Joe is an experienced, smart, and diligent attorney who has 
devoted hours of time and his expertise to the communities of Cascade County and the 
Montana Bar Association . If you look at his record of commitment to this community and 
state it is clear he understands the concept of and supports public service and I believe is 
realistic about the case load he will be acquiring as an 81

h Judicial court judge. 

Again, if you look at his practice as an attorney, the work he has done for clients and 
in the areas of public service, it is clear that he understands the judicial process and his 
wealth of experience in dealing with all manner of people seeking justice or some equitable 
end will be beneficial to people who will come before him as judge. Joe is a well-regarded , 
successful litigant as well as thoughtful counselor and over the course of his career the 
diversity he has had proves his ability to listen and hear from a wide variety of people and 
their issues. He is articulate, well versed in the law and knowledgeable about the different 
kinds of issues that routinely come before a district court. 

In my experience he treats people with respect, remembers them if he has met them 
before, and would act responsibly in exercising justice regardless of who is before him. In 
short, he would follow the law but also act fairly. It is my belief tht he has the temperament 
and ability to be an excellent district court judge. The Eighth Judicial Court would continue 

g: ... supportnomination .ltr 
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to maintain its high level of expertise as to the law itself and commitment to justice being 
served if he were chosen to be our new judge. Please consider him for nomination to 
Governor Bullock. 

Very truly yours, 

SEMANSKY LAW OFFICE 

~Semansky 
c: District Court Judge Richard Simonton 

Hal Harper 
Janice Bishop 
Elizabeth Halverson 
Lane Larson 
Karl J. Englund 
Nancy Zadick 
Mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
Joe M. Sullivan 















 

 

January 6, 2017 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, Montana  59620 

 

Re:  Joseph M. Sullivan 

 

Dear Members of the Judicial Nominations Commission, 

 

I have had the pleasure of knowing Joe Sullivan for 20 years.  Joe and I both 

served on the Board of Trustees for the State Bar of Montana.  Joe 

represented the attorneys from Cascade County and I represented the 

attorneys in Yellowstone County.  Joe eventually went on to become 

President of the State Bar. 

 

Over the years there have been multiple discussions regarding a variety of 

issues before the State Bar.  Joe was always mindful to consider of all sides 

of an issue.  Joe never acted in haste.  He always wanted all issues to be 

researched and all parties with an interest to be notified and to be given the 

opportunity to provide input.   

 

Joe has been a true advocate for the members of the Cascade County Bar, 

particularly with their efforts regarding pro bono litigants.  He kept his local 

bar notified on the happenings at the State Bar and brought back their 

suggestions and opinions.  At times, this was a very time consuming 

endeavor.  Joe never faltered in doing what was in the best interest of his 

local bar and the indigent residents of Cascade County.   

 

One of Joe’s strong points is his knowledge of technology.  He is known 

state-wide for his expertise in this area and the ramifications it has on the 

practice of law. 

 

I became President of the State Bar a couple years after Joe.  He was always 

available for advice and support.  Joe and I continue to serve together on the 

Professionalism Committee for the State Bar.  Joe has become known 



nationally through his involvement with the Past Presidents’ Committee for 

the American Bar Association.   

 

I have found Joe to be an ethical, hard-working, and intelligent attorney.  He 

is committed to legal profession.  He is also a devoted husband, father and a 

grandfather.   I highly recommend Joe for the position of District Court 

Judge for Cascade County. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Pamela J. Bailey 



Scott O'Brien 
961 Turner Avenue 
Shelby, MT 59474 
 
 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P O Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
Mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
(406) 841-2950 
 
January 4, 2017 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
The Eighth Judicial District in Great Falls will be well served to have Joe Sullivan as judge.   
 
I worked with Joe for almost three years.  Every time I had a question, he always answered clearly and 
concisely.  He could sense when he was using too much legal language, and he would then break it 
down to terms that could be easily understood. 
 
I recall my late father-in-law, District Judge R.D. McPhillips, saying a great irritation was having 
unprepared attorneys in his court room. In my experience, Joe is always well-prepared, even going 
beyond the call of duty in returning messages and meeting with us outside of office hours. This caring 
attitude for the people, along with his preparedness, experience, and legal knowledge will be brought to 
the bench. People appearing before Joe can be confident that just, compassionate and wise decisions 
will be handed down. 
 
I have no doubt Joe will serve the citizens of our great state as a fair and honorable judge. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Scott O'Brien 
Registered Pharmacist 

mailto:Mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


Michael P. Talia
434 Chert Place, Helena, MT 59602

January 5, 2017

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
Via e-mail only to mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

RE: Recommendation for Joseph M. Sullivan

Dear Commission Members:

I recommend Joe Sullivan be appointed to fill the remainder of Judge Sandefur’s
term in the Eighth Judicial District. I had the privilege of working with Joe on
several matters with the Cascade County Bar Association and State Bar of
Montana. Joe is diligent, well organized, considerate, and dedicated. All qualities
we want in a judge. Joe has earned my respect and my repeated recommendation
for appointment to the bench.

Joe has the experience and temperament necessary to administer justice equitably
and efficiently in both civil and criminal matters. Please nominate him for
appointment the bench in the Eight Judicial District.

Sincerely,

Michael P. Talia

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov








 
 
Kelly and Tamara Nathe 
3705 17th Ave South 
Great Falls, MT  59405 
 

January 9, 2017 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

RE:  Joseph M. Sullivan, Eighth Judicial District Court 

 

Dear Nominating Committee: 

Please accept this letter in support of Joseph M. Sullivan as a nominee to the Governor for an 
appointment to the Eighth Judicial District judgeship vacancy. 

We have personally known Joe and his wife Parker for many years.  As a friend, a parent in our  
children’s school, a Spiritual leader in our faith,  and most importantly our attorney.   Having him there 
for our legal assistance when needed has been such a gift.  His knowledge of the law and the guidance 
he continues to give us is commendable and comforting.  Joe continues to be there for us when 
answering a simple question over the phone as needed.   
 

His passion for people, his community and faith is stellar.  He continues to shine with his dedication to 
our community through the Catholic schools, United Way and I’m sure many more causes.  He is a 
person who will continue to represent the people, be fair and honest with his knowledge, passion and 
trust for the legal profession.   

Joe has these qualities and so many more that makes him the best applicant for the appointment.   

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly and Tamara Nathe 

 



 

 



2405 Skyline Drive  
Missoula, MT 59802 
 
January 10, 2017 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re: Letter in Support of the Application of Joseph M. Sullivan for Appointment to the Eighth 
Judicial District Judgeship 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:  
 
I enthusiastically support the application of Joseph M. Sullivan for appointment to the Eighth 
Judicial District Judgeship.  I have known Mr. Sullivan for many years and have worked closely 
with him on the Professionalism Committee of the State Bar of Montana.  Mr. Sullivan’s 
commitment to the rule of law, his intellectual abilities and organizational skills, the breadth of 
his practice background, and his community engagement make him an excellent candidate for 
the Eighth Judicial District Judgeship. 
 
As reflected in his application, Mr. Sullivan has a strong record of professional and civic 
leadership.  With regard to that record, I will focus specifically on Mr. Sullivan’s excellent work 
as a member of the Professionalism Committee of the State Bar of Montana.  Since its creation in 
1988, the Professionalism Committee has played a leading role in the development of the 
continuing education program presented at the Annual Meeting of the State Bar. In addition, the 
Committee has developed and annually presents a New Lawyer’s Workshop as well as State Bar 
Road Shows.  Mr. Sullivan has played a key role in planning and implementing each of these 
educational programs.  Permit me to elaborate. 
 
Mr. Sullivan’s participation in the Professionalism Committee’s planning meetings has been 
excellent. Without fail, he is always well prepared for those meetings and can be counted on to 
offer creative and helpful suggestions for the development of case studies and vignettes to be 
used in future Committee programs.  I appreciate his objectivity in analyzing the strengths and 
weaknesses of program proposals offered by Committee members and his insistence on the 
careful structuring of each program presented by the Committee. 
 
Given his strong practice background, command of the ethical rules of our profession,  
knowledge of the law, and leadership abilities, Mr. Sullivan excels in leading lawyers in 
discussions of the challenging ethical issues that are the subject the Professionalism Committee’s  
various programs.  In that regard, I have been impressed by both Mr. Sullivan’s ability to engage 
participating attorneys in spirited debates regarding the application of Montana’s Rules of 
Professional Conduct and his respect for the opinions and analysis of each participant.  Because 



of the leadership, commitment and engagement of Committee members like Mr. Sullivan, the 
Committee’s programs have been well received by attorneys throughout Montana.  
 
In sum, based on my work with Mr. Sullivan on the State Bar Professionalism Committee, I am 
confident that, if selected, he will be a state district court judge who will fulfill his judicial duties 
admirably.  I strongly recommend him to you for your careful consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
J. Martin Burke 
Professor of Law Emeritus 
University of Montana 
School of Law 
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FILE NO.  7192

January 15, 2017

VIA E-MAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

PO Box 203005

Helena, MT  59620-3005

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

Re: 8th Judicial District Court Vacancy/Joe Sullivan  

Dear Commission Members:

Please accept this letter of recommendation for the appointment of Joe Sullivan to fill

the vacancy on the 8  Judicial District Court created by Dirk Sandefur’s election toth

the Montana Supreme Court.    

I have appeared before many judges in my 29 years of civil practice, and I know how

important it is for the parties in such cases, and their lawyers, to have confidence that

the presiding judge will be fair and evenhanded to all sides, no matter who they are or

what the circumstances of the case may be.  I have every reason to believe Joe

Sullivan can be such a judge.  

I have known Joe throughout my entire career, having been involved in dozens of

cases in which Joe represented litigants whose interests were more often than not

adverse to those of my own clients.  In fact, our clients are currently adverse to one

another in multiple cases which are being actively litigated.  Yet we have a cordial

relationship with one another, and I have nothing but respect for his legal work. 

Many years ago I also coached a youth basketball team with Joe.  Based on my

experience, I can say with certainty that Joe has a hard work ethic, a strong intellect,

and an evenhanded disposition that would serve Cascade County well if he were to be

appointed  District Court judge.  I am also confident that when it comes time for Joe

to run for reelection, he will have the broad support he need to win an election.  I am

unaware of anyone who knows Joe personally or professionally who is openly critical

of him, and in the competitive environment in which Joe works, that is remarkable. 

mailto:paul.haffeman@dhhtlaw.com
mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov
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Finally, I know that Joe is committed to the betterment of the legal profession, and of

society in general.  He has in recent years served as President of both the State Bar of

Montana and the Cascade County Bar Association, he has taken a leadership role in

the local chapter of United Way, and he remains active in many civic affairs.  From

all appearances, Joe has a balanced approach to his personal and professional life,

which is just the type of person we should have on the bench. 

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 

Very truly yours,

          /s/ Paul R. Haffeman                                       

Paul R. Haffeman

PRH:aab







KASTING, KAUFFMAN & MERSEN, P.C. 

AT TORNEYS AT L AW 

JOHN M. KAUFFMAN 
JANE MERSEN 
DENNIS L. MUNSON 
LIL1A N. TYRRELL 
RUSSELL HART 

Of Counsel 

KENT M. KASTING 
WILLIAM B. HANSON 

January 16, 2017 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
do Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 

RE: 811  Judicial District Court Appointment 

Dear Commission Members, 

7 I 6 SOUTH 20th AVENUE, SUITE 101 
BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59718 

TEL: (406) 586-4383 FAX: (406) 587-7871 
E-MAIL: kkm@kkmlaw.net  

This letter is written in support of Joe M. Sullivan for the position of District court Judge of the 
8th  Judicial District Court in Cascade, Montana. 

I have known Joe on both a personal and professional level for more than 10 years. I served with 
Joe on the Board of Trustees for the State Bar and worked on a complex estate administration 
matter with him numerous years ago. In both arenas, I found Joe to possess all the attributes that 
would make a great district court judge. Joe is a leader who leads by example and I know he will 
be a thoughtful and deliberative judge who will work hard and will listen to all who come before 
him. He is very thorough, diligent, and fair. 

In the judicial district in which I mainly practice, the Court are overload and understaffed. We 
wait years for decisions for clients who cannot afford the expense or the time. It is clear to me 
that "justice delayed is justice denied." I am confident that Joe will work hard and put in 
whatever time is necessary to get out well-reasoned opinions in a timely manner. I do not know 
that you can ask much more of a district court judge. 

Joe has the desire, the intelligence, and work ethic to do the job right and will thereby instill in 
the bar and the public, the faith in the justice system that is sometime lacking in other 
jurisdictions. I strongly support Joe in his bid for appointment to this judicial position and hope 
that you all find that his experience has proven he is right for the job. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this letter or about Joe. 

Sincerely, 

CThaf2J. yijuitn 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2017 4:49 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Robert J. Phillips [mailto:rjphillips@GARLINGTON.COM]  
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2017 11:18 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Jsullivan@sullivanlawmt.com 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission. 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena MT   59620-3005 
 
Joe Sullivan Nomination for District Judge 
 
Dear Commissioners:  
 

Joe Sullivan has submitted his application for nomination to the District Judge position in the 
Eighth Judicial District.   This is an important appointment because the 8th Judicial District, 
Cascade County, sees litigation of issues from all over the state.   Many of us involved in the 
civil arena practice there often.    It has  the reputation as a district where the judges are hard-
working and resolve cases in a timely manner, in spite of a heavy case load.  Joe Sullivan will 
be an important contributor to that reputation if he is selected by the commission and the 
Governor. 
 
I have dealt with Joe Sullivan in many roles--as opposing counsel, as mediator, and as a bar 
leader.  He is a hard-working, energetic and common-sense attorney that demonstrates great 
commitment to his clients and to the profession as a whole.  Through his work in bar leadership 
positions, he has done much to improve the administration of justice statewide. 
 
Important attributes to sitting on our district court bench include commitment to the profession, 
breadth of experience and a calm,  reflective judicial temperament.  These are qualities that Joe 
Sullivan exemplifies.   Please nominate Joe Sullivan to this seat on the bench. 
 
Robert J. Phillips 
 
garlington|lohn|robinson 
A Professional Limited Liability Partnership 
Attorneys at Law Since 1870 
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PO Box 7909 (350 Ryman Street) 
Missoula, MT 59807-7909 
Phone: (406) 523-2500, Fax: (406) 523-2595 
garlington.com 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CONFIDENTIALITY: The information contained in this e-mail message may be privileged and confidential information intended only for
the use of the individual or entity named above. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail 
or telephone and delete the original message from your computer. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 



UGRIN/ ALEXANDER/ ZADICK & HlGGINS/ P.C.

NANCY P. CORY

JORDAN Y.CROSBY
DAVID J.GRUBICH

MARKF.HIGGINS

ROBERT F. JAMES

MARY K. JARACZESKI

JOHN D. ALEXANDER

(RETiRED)

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
#2 RAILROAD SQUARE, SUITE B

P.O. BOX 1746
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403-1

TELEPHONE [406} 771-0007
FAX (406) 452-9360

E-MAIL uazh@UQzh.com,
Website h++D://uazh.com

746

CATHYJ. LEWIS

KEVIN C. MEEK

MARK D. MEYER

ANDREW T. NEWCOMER

ROGER T. Win

GARYM.ZADICK

JAMES R. ZADICK

NEILE.UGRIN
1945-2007

January 17, 2017

VIA EMAIL ONLY

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
lmenzies(53mtc)ov

Re: Eighth Judicial District Judge Position - Joe Sullivan

Dear Commission:

I am submitting letters of recommendation on behalf of two qualified candidates.
This letter is on behalf of Joe Sullivan.

I have known Joe since we were in law school at the same time at Gonzaga
University. We both settled in Great Falls a few years after graduation, and I have
known Joe in the practice since that time, nearly 30 years. Over these years, I have
known Joe from cases in which we represented co-defendants through separate
insurance company retention, as well as utilizing Joe as a mediator in employment
matters. Joe has enjoyed a broad legal practice including representation of both
plaintiffs and defendants in litigation, as well as non-iitigation matters. As such, Joe has
valuable insight and experience in many aspects of the iaw.

Joe has the reputation in the legal community as a conscientious, cooperative,
and wel! prepared practitioner. He has the calm temperament that would allow him to
serve effectively as a District Court Judge.

I sincerely recommend that Joe Sullivan be given full consideration to succeed
the Honorable Dirk Sandefur as a District Court Judge in the Eighth Judicial District.

UQR^N, ALEXANDER, ZADICK & HIGGINS, P.C.

rtw0),uazb/com
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January 17,2017

Via E-IVIail at IVlTsupremecourt@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re; 8th Judicial District Court Vacancy/Joe SuiHvan

Dear Commission Members:

Please accept this letter in support of the appointment of Joe Sullivan to fill the
vacancy on the Eighth Judicial District Court, Cascade County. Based upon my
personal and professional experience, Joe has always demonstrated a strong work
ethic and an ability to resolve complicated legal issues in a common sense manner
consistent with the governing legal authority. Joe possesses the personal attributes that
one looks for in a Judge - even temperament, calm demeanor, a strong work ethic and
an ability and willingness to relate to the individuals and entities that appear before him.
For that reason, I firmly believe Joe Sullivan would make an excellent judge, and
strongly support his application. The citizens of Cascade County and the State of
Montana would be well served by the appointment of Joe Sullivan to the vacant judicial
position with the Eighth Judicial District Court.

Sincerely yours,

^' f

Mark D. Meyer

MDM
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Via Email to mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Joseph P. Sullivan - Applicant for Appointment as District Court Judge
for the Eighth Judicial District Court

Dear Nomination Commission Members:

I write this letter in support of the application of Joseph Sullivan for appointment
to the open seat as district court judge for the Eighth Judicial District Court in Great Falls.
I have known and worked with Joe in litigation and on various bar-related matters for a
couple of decades. I am also pleased to write in support of his application. My reasons
for supporting his nomination are set forth below.

My first reason for supporting Joe's application is his innate sense of fairness and
justice and his commitment to the profession. No matter the case, or situation, Joe has no
personal agenda other than to do the very best he can to accomplish the most he can for
his client within the framework of the law. Following the law and achieving a sound
lawful result reflects devotion to fairness and justice.

My second reason for supporting Joe is the breadth of his legal experience. He has
represented major corporations, individuals of limited (or no) means, large institutions
and small businesses. He has broad experience which will serve him well as a district
court judge.

My final reason for supporting Joe has to do with something known as judicial
temperament. He is thoughtful, careful and deliberate. Those are qualities the

201 West Main St., Suite 300! P.O. Box 91 99 Missoula, MT 59807-9199 ' (TEL) 406-543-6646 (FAX) 406-549-6804 Iwww.boonekarlberg.com
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Nomination Commission should be looking for in making its recommendations to
Governor Bullock.

Joe does not come with a "plaintiffs view" or a "defense view." I think anyone
firmly entrenched on either side of that divide should be looked upon with suspicion
because of the very real risk they will never be able to put that aside. Given his
personality and his experience, Joe cannot be pigeon-holed with any label. That is a good
thing.

The district court bench in Great Falls will miss Judge Sandefur and, in my view,
the Nomination Commission (and the Governor) should be looking to find someone who
is as smart, capable, respected and down-the-middle as was Judge Sandefur. Joe Sullivan
fits the bill.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Randy J. Cox

RJC/ks
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January 19,2017

Via Email MTsupremecourt(f£>mt.cfov
Judicial Nomination Commission
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Joseph M. Sullivan/Eighth Judicial District Court

Dear Members of the Commission,

I would like to take this opportunity to enthusiasticaily support Great Falls
attorney Joe Sullivan's appointment to replace Judge Dirk Sandefur as our Eighth
Judicial District Court Judge. I have agreed to send a letter of support on behalf of
another potential nominee, and would state at the outset that I believe our local court
will be well served by the appointment of either individual.

I have carefully reviewed the rather impressive application that Joe has
submitted to this Committee. I think his application accurately reflects a balanced and
varied legal practice which serves as a perfect foundation for a District Court judgeship.
With an active trial practice most of his career, Joe has the precise background and
experience needed of anyone who will step in and assume the heavy court docket here
in the Eighth Judicial District. His work ethic, and professional ethics, are beyond
question.

A good deal of my experience with Joe occurred while he was serving as a
mediator, something he has done frequently and successfully. I think that the tools
employed by a skillful mediator, as is Joe, are attributes and experiences essential to
serving as a District Court Judge. Joe is calm in demeanor and thoughtfu!. He is also
very bright, which is obviously an important attribute.
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Joe has wanted to be a judge for quite some time. At the risk of stating the
obvious, enthusiasm for this position is essential, because it can be a gmeling and
sometimes thankiess job. I feel that we have had a fine tradition of very good judges in
this District, and that Joe Sullivan would continue that tradition. Piease seriously
consider his application for this very important and demanding position. Should you
have any questions of me, piease do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience.
Thank you. /

Sincerely, /

""^

Mark F. Higgins
mfh^uazh.com

MFH/rkj

































January 19, 2017 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
 Office of Court Administrator 
 PO Box 203005 
 Helena, MT 59620-3005  
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov  
 

Re: Nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan -- Eighth Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy 

 

I am writing this letter in support of appointing Joe M. Sullivan to the State District Court seat that is 
being vacated by Judge Sandefur. 

Mr. Sullivan and I served together on the Cascade County United Way board for several years. During 
that time I observed Joe’s leadership and character strengths. His ability to listen carefully and 
respectfully to issues and opinions being expressed by others was obvious to our team. Joe exhibited 
seasoned judgement and offered wise insight when making decisions regarding the business of the 
board.  He was well liked and respected by fellow board members and the United Way staff. His 
commitment to making a positive impact for our community was sincere. 

As a result of my interaction with Mr. Sullivan at United Way, I invited Mr. Sullivan to serve on a 
committee to review the School District’s graduation requirements. He was asked to assume the 
viewpoint of a parent and community-business leader. Throughout the often contentious committee 
work, Joe offered insight, suggestions and posed questions that caused members of the committee to 
consider alternative perspectives. Again, I observed Joe to be personable, professional, judicious and 
respectful in his dialogue and discourse with others in this setting.  

I believe Joe is very well suited and from what I understand, well qualified to succeed Judge Dirk 
Sandefu as a District Court Judge. He will bring professionalism and integrity to the Bench. I strongly 
encourage the commission to appoint Joseph M. Sullivan to the Eight Judicial District Court. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Thomas G Moore 

 

 

mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov
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January 10, 2017 
 
 
 Judicial Nomination Commission 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Re: Nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan - Eighth Judicial District Judgeship 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
  I am writing in support of Joseph M. Sullivan’s appointment to the Eighth Judicial District 
judgeship vacancy.  I have known Joe for more than 25 years in both a personal and professional 
capacity.  I know Joe to be a person of the highest integrity and moral foundation. In addition Joe has a 
deep understanding of the law and supports that with the ethics and dedication needed to be an 
excellent addition to the Montana Judicial bench.  
 
 Joe and his wife, Parker, are well respected in Great Falls and the surrounding area for their 
interaction with civic and non-profit organization and their giving back to the community. I believe that 
because of his professional and community involvement in our community that our community  
supports Joe and would continue to support Joe’s position as a member of the Montana bench in the 8th 
Judicial District. 
 
 In closing I would ask that the Judicial Nomination Commission and Governor Bullock appoint 
Joe Sullivan to the Eighth Judicial District Court. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John J Gagnon  
 
.  

308 9th  Ave South 
Great Falls, MT 59405 

 (406) 727-2278 Fax: (406)452-297 
john@gagnons-inc.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, January 22, 2017 8:31 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Jim Walsh [mailto:rockymtnoyster@charter.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 20, 2017 1:27 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Nomination of Joseph Sullivan for district court judge: attn Lois Menzies 
 
Dear ladies and gentlemen: 
 
I actively practiced law in Great Falls for forty years, although my license is currently in senior status. 
 
My personal dealings with Joe Sullivan, although limited in number, have always been of the highest quality, both in 
terms of his professionalism and his ability. He has that reputation in the Great Falls legal community, and I believe 
elsewhere in the state. 
 
His experience in law, as well as many other activities, will allow him to bring a depth of knowledge to the bench.  In my 
experience, this is a key factor in what constitutes and outstanding judge.  I recommend Joe for this appointment 
without reservation of any kind. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James R. Walsh 
2901 Central Ave 
Great Falls MT 59401 



Smith	Law	PLLC	
P.O.	Box	8121,	Missoula,	MT		59807	–	(406)	274-0087	–	brian@briancarlsmithlaw.com	

January 20, 2017  Sent via email 

	

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov    
 
 Re: Joseph M. Sullivan 
 
Dear Nominating Commission: 
 
I write to support Joe Sullivan’s application to fill the vacancy in the Eighth Judicial District.  I 
have known Joe for many years and have worked closely with him on State Bar projects.  He has 
the temperament to navigate the choppy waters of the judicial branch, the wisdom to make good 
decisions and the courage to make hard calls.  The State would be better off with Joe as part of 
the judiciary. 
 
Joe is a long-time member of the Montana State Bar Technology Committee and a veteran of 
State Bar leadership.  He is a leader in the Bar on both the local and statewide level.  Joe would 
bring a unique understanding of the technology challenges facing practitioners and judges in an 
evolving tech world.  If appointed, he will be an invaluable resource to his colleagues in arguably 
one of the most critical areas facing the law.  Further, his experience with the State Bar will be a 
bridge from the State Bar to the judiciary.  Attorneys and the community would be lucky to have 
him as the next judge in the Eighth Judicial District.  Please forward Joe’s name to Governor 
Bullock for his consideration and appointment. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Brian C. Smith 
Smith Law PLLC 









Deacon Peter N. Woelkers Sr. 
205 Riverfront Lane  
Great Falls MT. 59404 
 
January 19, 2017 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 

Dear Nomination Commission, 

I am sending this letter to you to support the nomination of Joseph M. Sullivan for District Court Judge 
of the Eighth Judicial State District Court seat vacated by Judge Sandefur.  I am excited by the possibility 
that a person and lawyer of Joe’s quality could end up on the bench serving our community and Justice 
System.   

I have been meeting with him for breakfast almost every week for close to two decades, I also served 
with him on several committees and boards.  He always showed strong leadership and problem solving 
skills and was great at bringing folks to consensus.   He had a way of getting past the surface to the 
foundational issues and working the tough issues that make a difference. 

Joe has always struck me that he would be the kind of Judge I would like to hear a case I had any interest 
in.  His grasp of the Law is as good as any lawyer I know.  He is able to take complex problems and 
understand the many facets before coming up with the right solution.  He has consistent objectivity and 
a strong sense of fairness.  His keen intellect, incredible work ethic and ability to listen will serve him 
well in analyzing the variety important cases important both to individuals and to our community, and 
then rule decisively.   Most importantly, Joe Sullivan has always been motivated by the need to serve 
others along with a trust and belief in due process.   In these times of skepticism of the people serving in 
public office, Joe Sullivan, a man of integrity and strong character, is a light in the dark.  We are very 
lucky to have a person like Joe Sullivan who is willing to step up and serve.   

I believe that Joe is exceptionally well prepared both professionally and personally to handle the 
challenges of the bench.  He is highly regarded by people I know across our Great Falls community and I 
believe he would receive strong support for re-election.   I personally plan on dedicating time and other 
personal resources to ensure that happens.  I strongly endorse him for the position as District Court 
Judge! 

Sincerely, 

Peter N. Woelkers Sr   



 



19 January 2017 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
MTsupremecourt@mt.gov   
(406) 841-2950  
 
Re: Joseph M. Sullivan letter of support for State District Judge Vacancy 
 
Dear Members of the Judicial Nominations Commission, 

 I write this letter giving my strongest support for Joe as the next State Judge.  Traci my 
wife and I have known Joe, Parker his wife and children for almost 30 years.  As a former Wing 
Commander and School Board President, I have always seen Joe display the highest integrity, 
service to others and excellence in everything he does as a lawyer, husband, parent and friend.   

 As a grandson of a District Judge I couldn’t have been prouder of my grandfather as he 
honorably served as a Judge and worked so hard on balancing justice, mercy and always 
upholding the laws of his district, state and nation.  I see all these high qualities in Joe and I am 
so proud of him having the courage to serve where good Judges are in such high demand to 
meet the ever dynamic challenges of the times.  I know firsthand that Joe has the broad respect 
of his community, judges and peers! 

There is no doubt Joe is up to the challenge and he has only the passion to serve with an 
ego that is one of the most humble I has ever seen.  I know his record and experience speak for 
themselves and you will find him to be one of the most qualified for the position.  I could not 
imagine a more electable candidate for this position as he will truly represent the people with 
fairness and decisively rule.  

 I strongly endorse Joe for the people of the State Judgeship who will serve exceedingly 
well and find the right balance of justice!  Please feel free to contact me anytime for further 
reference.  

Respectfully, 

//signed//      //signed// 

J. Peter Hronek     Traci J. Hronek 

Brigadier General, Montana Air National Guard 

917 4th Avenue North 
Great Falls, MT 59401 
799-4154       

mailto:MTsupremecourt@mt.gov




STATE OF MONTANA
FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DEPARTMENT 1
Ihalligan@mt.gov

MISSOULA COUNTY COURTHOUSE
200 WEST BROADWAY

MISSOULA, MT 59802-4292
(406) 258-4771

LESLIE HALLIGAN
DISTRICTCOURT JUDGE

January 20, 2017

Judicial Nomination Commission
cj 0 LoisMenzies
Officeof Court Administrator
P.O. Box203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Joseph M. Sullivan

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission,

I write in support of the appointment of Joseph M. Sullivan as District Court Judge to
fill the vacancy in the Eighth Judicial District. I have had the opportunity to know and
work with Joe through our combined volunteer servicewith the State Bar of Montana.
Joe has demonstrated effective leadership to the State Bar and has devoted countless
hours of volunteer service for the advancement of the legal profession. In addition, Joe
is actively involved in his community, again devoting his time and talents to a variety of
community organizations, including United Way of Cascade County. His public service
has repeatedly been recognized by both legal and community organizations.

Joe's legal education and experience create a strong foundation for his future work in
the judiciary. He is an excellent communicator, well organized, intelligent and
personable. He is well established in the legal community and has broad and diverse
legal experience, which is essential to the District Courts. Additionally, his sound
judgment and judicial temperament make him exceptionally qualified to assume the
role of District Court Judge.

I am confident that Joe will be able to meet the challenges of service as a District Court
Judge with integrity and professionalism. I urge his selection by the commission for
advancement to Governor Bullock.

~
ourtJudge













January 23, 2017 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of Joe Sullivan for the State District Court Judge seat vacancy that was 
previously held by Judge Sandefur.  I have known, worked with, and interacted with Joe for the past 7 
years in both professional and personal settings. 
 
We’ve spent much of our time over the past seven years working together at United Way with the Board 
of Directors, the executive committee, campaign committee, and numerous volunteer events.  Joe 
brings a high level of professionalism and trustworthiness to the table.  You can count on Joe to follow 
through with his commitments.  He is always well prepared, open-minded, and asks the right questions 
in a way that enables better understanding for everyone.   He pays attention to details while providing a 
common sense approach that is consistent with rules and parameters that we operate within.  He’s not 
afraid to challenge the team with tough decisions and articulate that in a way that is supportive and 
collaborative which leads to better teamwork and decisions.  He is a community leader. 
 
I believe Joe has the education, legal experience, work ethic, and ambition to be an outstanding judge.  
Please consider this letter as my support for Joe Sullivan being the next District Court Judge in the 8th 
Judicial District.  Thank You. 
 
 
 
Bill Harp 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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January 23, 2017 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 
Re: Joe Sullivan 
 Eighth Judicial District Court 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
Please consider this letter my whole-hearted endorsement of Joe Sullivan for District Judge of 
the Eighth Judicial District Court. 
 
I have known Joe for many years and can honestly say that he has conducted his practice of the 
law in a flawless manner.  His work ethic and integrity are beyond reproach and his commitment 
to his clients, his practice and his community are well documented. 
 
In my nearly thirty-five years of practicing law in Montana, I have worked extensively on cases 
in the Eighth Judicial District and have had the good fortune to work with Joe.  While there may 
be many attorneys capable of understanding and interpreting the law, Joe possesses these critical 
abilities along with the personality, temperament and common sense which in my experience, are 
the key characteristics necessary to discharge the awesome responsibilities imposed on District 
Judges in Montana.  For myriad reasons, the Eighth Judicial District provided challenges to 
District Judges not found in other districts.  Joe’s longstanding practice in Great Falls and his 

well-deserved, exemplary reputation will be a distinct asset to the citizens of Great Falls and the 
attorneys who practice in front of him. 
 
I am hopeful that Joe will be given the most favorable consideration of the Commission and 
secure the appointment to succeed Judge Dirk Sandefur.  Joe has my complete trust that he will 
be a very valuable addition to the other outstanding District Judges who serve the Eighth Judicial 
District.  Joe has my unconditional support for the appointment as Judge Sandefur’s replacement. 
 
 
 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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Page 2 

 

Thank you for your time, consideration and professional courtesies in considering this 
unconditional endorsement. 
 
Best regards, 
 
SPOON GORDON BALLEW PC 

 
Dan L. Spoon 
DLS:pl 
Dan@spoonlaw.com 

mailto:Dan@spoonlaw.com
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 7:17 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Jensen, Cort  
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 2:52 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Joe Sullivan 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I have worked with Mr. Sullivan on the state bar tech commmitte. I think he has the right personality and 
temperament to be an excellent judge. I whole heartedly recommend him for the job. 
 
Cort Jensen 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 7:16 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Ron A. Nelson [mailto:ronnelson@chjw.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 1:36 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Joe Sullivan / 8th Judicial District Judge 
 
I am writing this email in support of Joe Sullivan’s application for the open seat in the 8th Judicial District.  I have known 
and worked with Joe for almost 30 years.  In that time, I have observed that Joe is a strong advocate for his clients, yet 
he has been very collegial and cooperative with colleagues.  In my dealings with Joe, I have always found him to be fair, 
knowledgeable, responsive and honest.  He has a calm demeanor which will serve him well as a district judge.  The 
significant contributions to our community and the bar demonstrate Joe’s desire to place the interests of others over his 
personal interests.  I am confident that Joe has the skills and character to serve as a district court judge.  I urge the 
Commission to recommend his appointment to Governor Bullock. 

 
Ron A. Nelson 
Church, Harris, Johnson & Williams, P.C. 

 
114 3rd Street South  
P.O. Box 1645 
Great Falls, MT 59403 
Phone 406‐761‐3000 
Fax 406‐453‐2313 
www.chjw.com 
 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that dissemination, distribution or forwarding of this communication is 
strictly prohibited. If you received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this 
message from any device/media where the message is stored. Thank you. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 7:15 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Darla Bergstad [mailto:DBergstad@mtlawyers.net]  
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 1:07 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Cc: Channing Hartelius; jsullivan@sullivanlawmt.com 
Subject: Joe Sullivan District Court Judge Application 

 

January 23, 2017 

VIA EMAIL ONLY, Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies, Office of Court Administrator 

RE: Joseph Sullivan district Court Judicial Application 

To Whom it may Concern: 

Judge Sandefur was recently sworn in as a Montana Supreme Court Justice, leaving a vacancy in the Eighth Judicial 
District Court. Joe Sullivan has applied for that vacancy. I supported Joe fro the last vacancies and believe he will be an 
excellent Judge. I have known Mr. Sullivan professionally and socially for over 30 years. Mr. Sullivan has been on the 
opposing side of me in several personal injury cases. I can attest that he is ethical, professional, knowledgeable and fair 
to deal with. I believe Cascade County would be best served by an accomplished attorney that has extensive civil 
experience which Joe has. 

I also have personal knowledge of Joe's participation as State Var President and other roles he has served with 
distinction. Joe is also an outstanding community leader in several respects. 

Mr. Sullivan has the experience, demeanor, and intelligence to be an outstanding Judge in the same manner he has 
been an outstanding lawyer. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Best Regards, 

HARTELIUS, DUROCHER & WINTER, P.C. 

Channing J. Hartelius  
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 7:15 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Steve Fitzpatrick [mailto:stevef@bkbh.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 9:45 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Comment on Joe Sullivan for 8th Judicial District Court 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620‐3005 
 
Dear Ms. Menzies: 
 
I am writing in support of Joe Sullivan for the vacant position in the Montana Eighth Judicial District Court.  I believe Joe 
has the qualities and experience that make an excellent district court judge.  Joe has an impressive record of work in a 
variety of areas and he has an excellent reputation in the legal community.  But more importantly, I believe Joe has the 
right temperament for a district court judge.  He is smart, thoughtful, and will take the time to listen to all sides before 
making a decision.  He will be a great addition to our bench here in Cascade County. 
 
Steve J. Fitzpatrick  Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry & Hoven, P.C.    

Attorney 
stevef@bkbh.com 
www.bkbh.com 

Liberty Center, Suite 302 
9 3rd Street North 
Great Falls, MT 59401‐3145 
p. (406) 403‐0041  
f.  (406) 453‐1634 

  

 

Confidentiality Notice ‐ This e‐mail and its attachments (if any) may contain privileged information, confidential information, proprietary information, 

attorney/client work product, or other information protected from disclosure by law. Any use, dissemination, disclosure or reproduction of this e‐mail 

other than by the intended recipient as authorized by the sender is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please delete this e‐mail 

and its attachments (if any) and notify the sender via a reply e‐mail, or by telephone at (406) 443‐6820. It is not the intention of the sender to waive 

any privileges, confidentiality rights, proprietary rights or other rights relative to the information contained within this e‐mail or any of its attachments. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 7:14 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Sullivan

From: Christy Clark [mailto:christy_clark@ymail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, January 22, 2017 9:14 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support for Joe Sullivan 
 
Dear members of  the commission, 
 
I am writing today to urge the appointment of Joe Sullivan to the eighth judicial district court seat vacated by Judge 
Sandifer.  My experience with Mr. Sullivan as an attorney has been overwhelmingly positive.  He is knowledgeable of the 
law, and extremely ethical.  His work on our case was outstanding.  We worked with him on a settlement case as well 
and in that setting he was reasonable, thoughtful and had a global understanding of conflict resolution.  I can think of no 
one who make a finer judge than Mr. Sullivan. 
 
Thank you, 
Christy Clark 
former representative 
5618 Rainbow Drive 
Helena, Mt 59602 
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