








October 12, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Montana First Judicial District Court Vacancy - Applicant
Michael F. McMahon

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members:

Please accept this letter as my strong recommendation for the submission of
Mike McMahon’s name to Governor Bullock for appointment to the Montana
First Judicial District Court to fill the vacant seat being created by the
retirement of the Honorable Judge Jeffrey M. Sherlock.  

I have known Mike for a very long time as a friend, counselor, and worthy
adversary in many cases.  As a friend, he is loyal and trustworthy.  I count
on Mike like a brother.  As a counselor, he always provides candid,
independent, frank, plain, and practical, “kitchen table” consultation and
honest advice.  As an adversary, he is prepared, tenacious, and an absolute
straight shooter.  Mike has never played games with me or anyone else I
know, in any aspect of his life.  Mike is a man of impeccable integrity, ethics,
and high moral character.

Please keep in mind that Mike and I as lawyers have mostly been
adversaries.  He has always represented his client against mine with vigor
and passion.  At the same time, he has always been honest, fair, and
professional.  The Panel no doubt has other candidates who are well-
qualified to analyze and decide cases and to write cogent opinions explaining
their rationale.  And Mike is definitely one of them.  But I cannot stress this
enough – Mike is intellectually honest and he is one of the hardest workers I
know.  Both qualities make him the best candidate for this job.

On a more personal level, Mike is one of the kindest, gentlest, and most



Judicial Nomination Commission
October 12, 2015
Page 2

selfless human beings I know.  He has been there for family, friends, and
community.  He is a devoted husband, father, coach, and community
volunteer.

Please give your most serious consideration to Mike’s application.  I believe
he has earned a recommendation by your Commission to Governor Bullock
for appointment to the Court.

If there us anything further I might provide, please feel free to contact me
directly.  Again, thank you for your important work and consideration.

Sincerely,

Timothy B. Strauch
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