




From: Menzies, Lois
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 3:14:30 PM

From: James Shuler [mailto:mattsdad92@msn.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 10:04 AM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: Marc Buyske

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Honorable Jeffrey Sherlock is a fine man and he has been a great District Judge. I base this
comment on my experiences representing clients in his court, on my own experience (19 yrs.) as a
District Judge in New Mexico and my 39 years of practice here and in New Mexico. I have represented
clients all over Montana and Judge Sherlock was as good as it gets which is a sincere compliment.

There are very few lawyers who can succeed him and immediately continue to provide the same high
level of service to the bar and our citizens. Marc Buyske can. I have known Marc for years and he has
the experience  (12 1/2 years as a District Judge)  and more than 30 years in the practice of law. He
really is that rare person who can apply the law and the facts to reach a fair and just conclusion and
make it look easy. Marc Buyske should be nominated  to succeed Jeff Sherlock. You can not find a
better person nor will you find anyone who is more qualified to serve as District Judge in the courtrooms
in the First District.

 Sincerely
James L. Shuler
1956 University St.
Helena, MT 59601
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2015 5:36 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske

From: Dwaine J. Iverson, CPA [mailto:djicpa@3rivers.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2015 9:00 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
I urge you to strongly consider Marc Buyske’s application.  Marc served as our District Judge for eight years.  Marc did a 
very fine job on the bench. He is a personal friend and I also worked with him professional on the bench.  I have always 
felt that he did a very fine job.  When he lost the election, he hit a perfect storm, where different issues hit each county 
in his area all at the time of the election.  Every Judge is going to make some people mad at him over various cases or 
rulings.  That comes with the role as Judge. Occasionally, that can occur at a time of election and we lose a good judge 
for some reason that the public has emotion over and no legal understanding. 
 
I think that Marc would be an excellent choice for the 1st Judicial District.  He has experience and is very knowledgeable 
about the role of District Judge. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Dwaine J. Iverson, CPA 
301 1st Street S 
Shelby, MT  59474 
 
406‐424‐5272 



















1

Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:42 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske

From: John Moore [mailto:jcm@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Friday, October 09, 2015 11:06 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nominating Commission 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
RE:  Marc Buyske 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
I write in support of the application by Marc Buyske to succeed Judge Jeffrey Sherlock in the 1st Judicial 
District.  I submit my comments as a private citizen not engaged in the practice of law.  And I note, with full 
disclosure, that Mr. Buyke is my brother-in-law, married 40 years to my sister, Jan Buyske. 
 
That relationship aside, I support Marc’s nomination for three reasons.  First, I cite his judicial experience; he 
served as judge in the 9th Judicial District for 12 years, from 1995 until early 2007.   
 
I can’t speak to his decisions from the bench, as I was living in Helena during those 12 years.  I know, though, 
that he engaged in his service with diligence and hard work. 
 
Second, I cite his integrity.  To me, Marc stands as a pillar of honesty and objectivity.  In earnest discussions on 
a public issue, he can cogently state all sides of the issue.  I have, at times, found this frustrating, particularly 
when I've wanted him to agree with my side of the issue. 
 
Third, I cite his commitment.  Since taking up residence in Helena eight years ago, Marc has diligently plied his 
practice with Doney Crowley Payne Bloomquist.  He has also served on the Board of CASA.  And he has been 
a devoted father to six children, all of whom are now successful adults. 
 
Marc is an earnest, temperate, and thoughtful man.  He also possesses a gentle sense of humor, quick to smile at 
his own humanity. 
 
My perspective stems not only from my personal knowledge of Marc, but my own professional experience.  As 
I wrote earlier, I’m not an attorney.  For over 25 years, though, I taught CLE-accredited courses as part of my 
job heading up the Professional Development Center in the Montana Department of Administration.  I 
interacted with hundreds of attorneys over those years, and I would be hard-pressed to name one sharing the 
same even temperament and quiet intelligence that Marc possesses.   
 
I applaud Judge Sherlock’s 27 year of service to the 1st Judicial District.  His seat will be difficult for anyone to 
fill, yet I believe the best applicant to fill it is Marc Buyske. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
John C. Moore 
517 Knight St 
Helena 59601 
jcm@bresnan.net 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 4:43 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske

From: Candace Payne [mailto:CPayne@luxanmurfitt.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 09, 2015 12:31 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission - Support for Marc Buyske's nomination 
 

Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am very pleased to offer my support for the nomination of Marc Buyske to fill the unexpired term of the Hon. 
Jeff Sherlock, of the First Judicial District.  The fact that he has significant experience as a district judge 
certainly lends to his credence as an appropriate nominee.  On that basis he not only has experience in dealing 
with the standard civil litigation, but also the complexities of criminal law.  He also has the experience of sitting 
on six cases with the Montana Supreme Court. With his background, the First Judicial District would also have 
the benefit of his years in private practice including tax and probate matters, and issues related to conflicts in 
business and real property. 
 
Marc is known in the legal community as a man of integrity and hard work.  In my opinion, he is the best 
candidate to fill this important position. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Candace 
 
Candace Payne 
Luxan & Murfitt, PLLP 
4th Floor, Montana Club 
24 West 6th Ave.  
P.O. Box 1144 
Helena, MT 59624-1144 
Tel: (406) 442-7450 
Fax: (406) 442-7361 
CPayne@luxanmurfitt.com 
 
This e-mail message, including any attachments, may contain information that is confidential or that is 
protected by attorney- client or other privilege. It is intended to be read only by the designated addressees. If 
you are not an addressee, you are prohibited from opening, reading, saving, copying or printing the message or 
the attachments. Please delete the message and any attachments and notify us immediately. 
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Ted J. Doney (1942-1994) 
R. Allan Payne, RGp, MS 

Frank C. Crowley, MS 
Mark "Mac" Smith, LL.M. 

Marc G. Buyske, LL.M. 
Jacqueline R. Papez 

Lee Bruner 
John "Jack" Connors 

James L. Shuler 

DON EY C ROWLEY P.C. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

October 14, 2015 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE: 	Marc G. Buyske 
Applicant for First Judicial District Judge 

Dear Ms. Menzies: 

I am writing in support of Mr. Marc G. Buyske's application for appointment as a First 
Judicial District Judge to fill the seat to be vacated by Judge Jeffrey Sherlock. 
I am an attorney with Doney Crowley P.C., in Helena, Montana. I joined the firm in 2000 
and have been the managing shareholder since 2001. The firm was started in 1987 by the 
late and well-known and respected Ted Doney. I am a native of Libby, Montana, and have 
practiced law for 22 years. I have extensive courtroom experience appearing before state 
and federal court judges and have earned an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell as a 
Litigation and Environmental attorney. I have practiced with Marc Buyske since 2006. 

Mr. Buyske served as the district judge for the Montana Ninth Judicial District Court from 
1994 through 2006 and, with the departure of Judge Sherlock, that judicial experience will 
be critical. While they were all exceptional attorneys and are exceptional judges, the three 
remaining sitting judges in the First Judicial District Court average less than five years on 
the bench. Mr. Buyske's judicial experience will be a real asset to the court from the first 
day of his appointment and he will bring experience and mentorship to the judges within 
the district. 

It is also important that the selected candidate have considerable private law practice 
experience in a broad range of practice areas. It is attorneys in private practice that appear 
before the selected judge and to whom the selected candidate will provide guidance, 
wisdom and important legal decisions. 



Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
October 14, 2015 

Mr. Buyske has more than demonstrated the legal skills, experience, demeanor and 
temperament to again be a great district court judge. I have worked with Mr. Buyske in 
complex litigation cases involving highly technical issues of fact and law. Mr. Buyske's 
work on these matters has illustrated his keen ability to apply difficult factual and legal 
circumstances properly to such cases. Mr. Buyske obtained his LL.M. degree in 1982 and 
is a well-respected advisor to his clients in tax and business planning and has appeared 
before tax and administrative agencies on their behalf For the last year, Mr. Buyske has 
also assisted me with my duties a City Attorney for Libby and has demonstrated his 
mastery of criminal law and procedure. 

Mr. Buyske's interaction with opposing counsel is beyond reproach and represents the 
epitome of professionalism and respect with his peers, a sometimes rare commodity in the 
current practice of law. His leadership qualities and work ethic are admirable and he will 
be a fair, thoughtful and impartial decision maker. 

The State of Montana will be well served by selecting Mr. Buyske for this important 
judicial appointment. 

9154.000 - PL 221302 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske

From: Jerry Gustafson [mailto:Jerry@bkbh.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 2:26 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Application of Marc Buyske for appointment as District Judge 
 
To Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission – 
 
I would like to express my appreciation for your consideration of Marc Buyske as the replacement for Judge Sherlock.  I 
feel Marc would be an excellent choice, as he has judicial experience and the intelligence and temperament to be an 
effective District Judge. 
 
I appeared before Judge Buyske some years ago in Cut Bank, when I was appointed as Conservator for an elderly lady, 
and I found him to be very helpful.  The matter became complicated when the lady’s children fought amongst 
themselves, but Judge Buyske treated everyone fairly, and offered sage advice to me in handling the situation. 
 
In recent years, I have come to know Marc quite well on a personal level, as our wives both work at Helena High and 
have become close friends.  In conversations with Marc, I find he is highly intelligent, very thoughtful and articulate in 
expressing his opinions.  I feel he is a well grounded individual, without radical ideas or prejudices.  He is always willing 
to consider the other side’s argument.  He will make an excellent District Judge. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Regards, 
 
Jerry Gustafson  Browning, Kaleczyc, Berry & Hoven, P.C.    
Financial Administrator 
jerry@bkbh.com 
www.bkbh.com 

800 N. Last Chance Gulch, Ste. 101, Helena, MT 59601 
P.O. Box 1697, Helena, MT 59624 
p. (406) 443‐6843  f. (406) 443‐6882 

  

 

Confidentiality Notice ‐ This e‐mail and its attachments (if any) may contain privileged information, confidential information, 

proprietary information, attorney/client work product, or other information protected from disclosure by law. Any use, 

dissemination, disclosure or reproduction of this e‐mail other than by the intended recipient as authorized by the sender is 

strictly prohibited. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please delete this e‐mail and its attachments (if any) and notify the 

sender via a reply e‐mail, or by telephone at (406) 443‐6820. It is not the intention of the sender to waive any privileges, 

confidentiality rights, proprietary rights or other rights relative to the information contained within this e‐mail or any of its 

attachments 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2015 8:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Buyske

From: Jennifer Buyske [mailto:jennifer.buyske@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2015 6:19 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: In support of Mr. Marc Buyske 
 
Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
My name is Jennifer Buyske and I am proudly writing on behalf of my dad, Marc Buyske.  When my dad told 
me he was going to put his name in for the district judge position, I was beyond excited.  My dad loves the 
bench.  When he was the 9th District Judge, I remember going into the courtroom when court was in session, 
sitting in the back seat, and just watching.  I was in awe with the command my dad had over the court, and how 
knowledgeable he was.  Little did I know, that my dad spent hours and hours preparing for every case.  He 
knew the cases inside and out by the time they came in front of him, and he took each decision seriously and 
made some very difficult decisions in the face of animosity.  You see, my dad did not play the political 
game.  He did not make decisions from the bench in order to appease those who would be voting for him, he 
made the decisions that the law demanded and justice required. 
 
My dad never really talked about work when he was home.  I think that he did not want to have it bleed into his 
family life, but more importantly, he realized that from time to time he would see people that we knew come 
before him during some of the lowest moments of their lives, and he did not want us changing our judgment of 
those individuals just because they made a mistake.  My dad demanded the best of those attorneys who 
practiced in front of him, and did not like it when they would come unprepared to the courtroom.  He did not 
want the court's time wasted because someone did not take the time to properly prepare, and even more so, he 
did not want to waste the time of the person who was being brought before him just because the state could not 
get their case together.  He ruled with compassion and authority. 
 
My dad had more of an influence on me than I think I realized growing up.  I have always prepared for every 
test, every speech, every sporting event, or every case with the same passion in which he would prepare for 
court.  I knew that in order to get ahead of the game, I needed to be on top of mine.  More importantly, 
however, my dad's compassion made me realize that I also wanted to help those who did not have someone to 
stand up for them.  Those who needed a voice to be heard, and someone who was not afraid to stand up to 
injustice.  My dad's compassion led me down the path of becoming an attorney.  I am currently a defense 
attorney in the United States Navy, and I would not be where I am today if it were not for my dad's influence. 
 
I remember when I was studying for the bar exam, and I would trek to the State Law Library in Helena every 
single day and spend hours pouring over the books and taking practice test after practice test.  Then I would 
come home and I would try to ask my dad about studying, but he would just look at me and say "I don't know, I 
didn't have to take the bar."  But even though he never had to go through the grueling process himself, he was 
right there with me as I made my way through the pages and pages of study material.  He talked me through 
different legal problems and helped me with subject matters that I did not even bother electing to take in law 
school.  And then when the day came where I received that envelope with the results, he was the one who 
opened it and read that I had passed.  He was so proud, and I was so relieved!  I went off to training for about a 
month for the military, and when I came home in between trainings, he pulled strings to have me sworn into the 
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bar since I was going to miss the actual ceremony.  I remember standing in the Supreme Court room, my dad by 
my side, and him choking up as he asked that I be admitted to the bar.  It was one of the proudest moments of 
my life. 
 
I talk to my dad every day about what he is doing at work and how things are going.  He loves to talk about the 
law, about the various issues that he is dealing with, but I can tell that he longs to get back on the bench.  That 
he wants to get back to doing what he does best---ruling with compassion and making the decisions that need to 
be made, even if they are not popular. 
 
I can think of no better candidate to fill the position of Judge Sherlock than my dad, Marc Buyske.  He is a 
dedicated individual who will devote his time to making sure each case is given the due diligence it deserves, 
and he will rule in the way that the law and justice demand, not what the popular vote wants.  I ask that you 
consider my father for this position, and I stand by him all the way. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
 
Jennifer Buyske 
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