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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Patricia Boltz [mailto:sewmoresew@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 9:55 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: New appointment 
 
I wish to acknowledge Daniel J.Roth for the appointment of Supreme Court judge.  A fair, honest man with integrity, he 
will make the best judge for all of us.  Please consider.  Thank you. 
I am Patricia Boltz. 912 New York drive, Belgrade MT 59714 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Bernadette Stough [mailto:BStough@1stwestinsurance.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 8:29 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Roth  
 
Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing to express my support for Dan Roth, who I believe to be the best candidate for the judgeship position in 
Gallatin County. I consider Dan a trusted friend and advisor.  He is loyal and dedicated in both his personal and 
professional life. I have known Dan for over 17 years and have personally witnessed his commitment to his family, his 
practice, his community and his friends. He is a skilled mediator with the ability to keep a contemplative, open mind while 
thoughtfully weighing all the facts from a disciplined and objective point of view.  Dan is even-tempered, fair and 
impartial.   Dan possesses the passion for justice and the integrity to be an excellent judge.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
BERNADETTE STOUGH, CIC, CPIW 
AGENT/OWNER 
406.922.6023 phone 
406.587.9162 fax 
bstough@1stwestinsurance.com 

 

     
     
Confidentiality Notice: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are 
addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those 
of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the company. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. 
The company accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this email. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Mary Jo Moore [mailto:mjmoore7@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 11:31 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Comment 
 
I would like to submit a comment regarding Daniel Roth. I have known Mr. Roth for many years and have always known 
him to be professional,honest and forthright as well as someone who has always respected the judicial system. Mr Roth 
works tirelessly on behalf of his clients and seeks a fair resolution to their problems. I have heard it said that if all 
lawyers had the integrity of Mr. Roth there would be no need for an Ethics Oversight Committee.  The citizens of 
Montana would be very well served should Mr. Roth be chosen for this position. Thank you  
 
Mary Jo Moore 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:36 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Andy Knight [mailto:AKnight@BOZEMAN.NET]  
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2016 2:58 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: judicial appointment 
 
Judicial Nomination Committee, 
 
I would like to recommend Dan Roth for the judgeship vacancy in Gallatin County. I have known Dan professionally for 
many years and I find him to be a fair‐minded person who conducts his work with integrity and honor. He is an asset to 
the Justice System and will do an exceptional job if selected as our county’s next District Judge. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andy Knight 
Detective Captain 
Bozeman Police Department 
615 S. 16th Ave. 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-582-2023 
www.bozemanpolice.com 
www.facebook.com/bozemanpolice 
 

City of Bozeman emails are subject to the Right to Know provisions of Montana’s Constitution (Art. II, Sect. 9) and may 
be considered a “public record” pursuant to Title 2, Chpt. 6, Montana Code Annotated. As such, this email, its sender 
and receiver, and the contents may be available for public disclosure and will be retained pursuant to the City’s record 
retention policies. Emails that contain confidential information such as information related to individual privacy may be 
protected from disclosure under law. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 4:35 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Phil Rogers [mailto:progersmt@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 17, 2016 7:50 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation for Dan Roth for Gallatin County Judge 
 
TO: Judicial Nomination Commission 
RE: Recommendation for Dan Roth 

As the former Executive Director of Heart of the Valley Animal Shelter in Bozeman and as past and current 
business instructor at Montana State University, I recommend Dan Roth without hesitation.   
 
He helped our non-profit several times in legal matters and without compensation.  His generously gave his 
time which allowed the shelter to serve their mission of helping animals within the community.  In addition, I 
directed several MSU students to Dan in the past for various legal matters.  He treated each individual with 
respect and walked them thru the system.  However, what I admired most was his direct approach to the student 
if they failed to follow instructions and consequences of their actions. 

Dan's balance of fairness in hearing all sides of a situation, helping others less fortunate and providing clear 
instructions for improved behavior will make him an outstanding judge. 

Respectfully, 

Phil Rogers 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 4:47 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Betsy Angwin [mailto:betsyangwin@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 3:46 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation letter for Daniel J. Roth 
 

September 26, 2016 

  

  

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 

  

I am honored to be able to submit my comments regarding Daniel J. Roth’s recent 
application to the Judicial Nomination Commission to serve as District Court Judge 
for the 18th Judicial District. 

  

Mr. Roth served as my lawyer from 2013-2014.  During this difficult time, he 
demonstrated many outstanding qualities that would truly benefit our judicial 
system.  He was objective and realistic as he viewed the details of my case.  He was 
then able to communicate his views so that I could fully understand his perspective. 
He is intelligent and focused yet he is able to connect with his clients in a way that 
they feel understood and most of all respected. He has a calm and steady manner 
which I feel is a very important quality as a Judge. He was an excellent attorney and 
I truly believe he would be an amazing District Court Judge for Gallatin County. 

  

Thank you so much for taking my recommendation in consideration. 
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Sincerely, 

  

  

Betsy Angwin, LCSW 

  

  

  

 



September 27, 2016 

 

Dear Judicial Commission, 

     It is with great pleasure that I write a letter of recommendation for Dan Roth.  I have known 
Dan for several years as an attorney and a fellow Board of Director at Valley View Golf Club. 

     I know that Dan is a level headed thinker and decision maker. He is usually the last to speak 
and the first to listen to all sides. He believes that everyone has a voice and that everyone’s 
voice is of equal importance.  I have always felt respected and appreciated.  When making hard 
decisions, Dan lets the facts and policies lead his decision, he makes fair decisions that are 
equitable for all.   

     Dan is the type of person who wants the best for his community, for the golf committee, and 
for Gallatin Valley.  The vacancy that Mike Salvagni will leave in the judicial system of our valley 
will be hard to fill.  I believe that Dan Roth would fill that vacancy and continue to uphold the 
high morals and standards that have been set by judges before him.  I believe that Dan would 
be a great choice for the citizens of Gallatin Valley. 

     Thank you for allowing public impute, should you have questions or want additional 
information, please feel free to contact me at 406-539-7057. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Angel Rossman 







1

Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 4:49 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Patricia Boltz [mailto:sewmoresew@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 10:06 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Re: New appointment 
 
Please accept my apologies.  Daniel Roth will make an excellent DISTRICT COURT JUDGE replacing Mike Salvagni.  He is 
by far the most qualified of all the cZndidates and will carry on Mike's reputation of honesty, integrity and fairness.  
Thank you. 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
> On Sep 23, 2016, at 9:55 AM, Patricia Boltz <sewmoresew@aol.com> wrote: 
>  
> I wish to acknowledge Daniel J.Roth for the appointment of Supreme Court judge.  A fair, honest man with integrity, he 
will make the best judge for all of us.  Please consider.  Thank you. 
> I am Patricia Boltz. 912 New York drive, Belgrade MT 59714 
>  
> Sent from my iPad 
 



Shiell Anderson 
738 Hwy 89 North 

Livingston, MT. 59047 
406-220-1265 

 
 
 

September 27, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
I write in support of Dan Roth's application to assume the judgeship vacated by 
Judge Mike Salvagni's retirement. I know Dan Roth well by reputation, and also 
by having been a witness in one of his cases.  
 
Dan's reputation as a fair, impartial, and effective mediator is well known. He is 
widely regarded as the "go-to guy" to resolve conflict through mediation. 
Certainly he has the requisite qualities and qualifications to serve Gallatin 
County as a district court judge.  
 
My observation of Dan as an advocate in the courtroom was that he is very 
thorough, firm and productive.  He exudes a professionalism that both sides 
appreciate and respect.  
 
Dan would be a fine addition to the bench in Gallatin County, and I encourage 
your favorable consideration of his application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shiell Anderson 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 5:53 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: april christofferson [mailto:aprilchristoff@msn.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 1:00 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: public comment re: Gallatin county judgeship application 
 
Dear Ms. Menzies/Judicial Nomination Commission: 
I am writing to enthusiastically endorse the application of Bozeman Attorney Dan Roth for the Gallatin County judgeship 
position occasioned by Judge Mike Salvagni’s retirement. 
I have had the pleasure to get to know Mr. Roth on a professional basis, both as a client and as the director of the 
Community Mediation Center in Bozeman.  Dan's experience obviously makes him well qualified to serve in this 
position; but well beyond that, I have found him to have the highest of professional ethics, principles, integrity, and 
knowledge/understanding of the law.  His demeanor and temperament are exemplary and perfectly suited to this important 
position.   
Gallatin County and its citizens would be very well served to have Mr. Roth appointed to replace Judge Salvagni.   
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
April Christofferson Leach 





WAD DELL & MAGAN 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/ o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-305 

October 3, 2016 

Re: 18th Judicial District Court Vacancy 
Letter in Support of Dan Roth 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

We have known Dan Roth since we were lucky enough to have had him mediate a pro bona 

landlord-tenant case that none of the parties thought would ever settle. But Dan did it. He 

got it settled. And he did it again in a legal malpractice case where the emotions on both 

sides tl1teatened to destroy any chance of settlement. He handled both matters with tl1e same 

prepared, straightforward manner, treated our clients and all of the attorneys with respect 

and provided the calm assurance that everyone had been heard. No matter their station in 

life or the circumstances of their legal woes, Dan has handled many hundreds of such 

mediations and will put that experience to good and repeated use as district judge. 

In terms of his own practice outside of mediation, Dan strikes us as kind of an "Everyman", 

which we mean in a good way and without diluting his singularity and achievements. His life 

experiences allow him to listen and understand the situations and circumstances of people 

from all levels of society. From citizens accused of crimes to those going through divorce to 

those whose lives are changed by the wrongful death of a loved one, Dan has stood beside 

them all, imparting to them the strength and trust that only a well-prepared and empathetic 

lawyer can provide. 

These qualifications expressly connect to Dan's ability to engage in impartial decision 

making on the Bench. As children and as lawyers we learn that the right to an independent 

and impartial judiciary is a cornerstone of our democracy; a legal and ethical principle that is 

so important that it is a fundamental right. It is because we believe Dan's experiences, 

character and training will allow him to judge thoughtfully and impartially that we highly 

recommend Dan Roth for Judge of the Eighteenth Judicial District Court. 

Russell S. Waddell 

P.O. BOX 11330 • BOZEMAN, MT 59719 
PHONE : 406/585-4145 • FAX 406/585-4146 •E-MAIL ECM(@BOZEMANLAWYER.COM 
E. CASEY MAGAN IS LICENSED IN MONT ANAAND TEXAS AND rs BOARD CERTIFIED IN PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL 
LAW IN TEXAS 





 

 

October 4, 2016 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator  

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov. 

 

Dear Commission Members, 

 

I am very pleased to see Daniel Roth among the names of applicants for the 18th Judicial District Court 

judge seat in Gallatin County and I am grateful for the opportunity to comment on his behalf. 

I have known Dan personally and professionally over the past ten year.  One of the first times I saw 

Dan’s commitment to others was through is service on the Board of Directors for the local 

CASA/Guardian At Litem Board. When his term was up he asked me to consider taking his spot as a 

board member.  I was honored that he thought I would be able to fill his shoes!  After I joined the Board 

I quickly learned the important role Dan played as a Board member.  He was a dedicated member who 

the program staff and volunteers could count on for his time, financial support and expertise.  Dan also 

introduced me to the local non-profit Thrive where he once again demonstrated his concern for children 

and families in our community by serving on their Board and taking an active role in strengthening their 

mission. 

Dan has always been engaged in his community and through my employment at HRDC I have on more 

than one occasion asked Dan to get involved.  -- A customer of HRDC found himself involved in a 

situation that resulted in his arrest.  This gentleman does not read and has limited comprehension skills 

as well as a medical condition that necessitates his wearing of a colostomy bag.  Unable to understand 

what he was signing and being fearful, confused and needing medical supplies this person found himself 

facing possible jail time for a dispute that he had not participated in but had witnessed.  I asked Dan for 

his help.  Dan was willing to get involved and helped this gentleman understand the charges he was 

facing, appeared in court on his behalf and as a result the case was dismissed.  Dan stepped in to do the 

right this for this man who had no ability to pay for the service he received.  Dan helped him understand 

his situation and allowed for his voice be heard.  Dan showed him his respect, concern and trust.   

Dan more recently accepted my request for volunteers at HRDC’s Community Café.  Guests of the Café 

pay whatever they are able for a hot meal.  Dan had rushed in to the Café from work and was greeted 

with an apron and a task to bus the tables.   One of the first tables Dan passed was a man sitting all 

alone.  Dan greeted the man and asked how his day had been.  A simple question but the answer was far 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


from simple.  This man had contemplated taking his life hours before and had come to the Café not for a 

meal but to avoid being alone.  Dan sat with this gentleman and listened, counseled and helped connect 

him to the proper resources.  The man never had one bite of food that night but he did have someone 

who was willing to go out of his way to help a stranger. These are just a couple examples of the impact 

Dan Roth has had his community and the lives of others.  They show not only his concern for the welfare 

of others but his skills as a listener and communicator.   

Dan is a person with great integrity, confidence, compassion and a strong sense of fairness.  He is a 

respected lawyer, a dedicated father and a loyal friend. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Kristin Hamburg 

HRDC Marketing and Development Director 

Bozeman, MT 

406-585-4877 

 



October 7, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov. 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
Please accept this letter of comment for Daniel Roth an applicant for the 18th Judicial District Court 
judge seat in Gallatin County. 

 

Dan Roth has always been an influence in my life. As my dad’s best friend, we have spent multiple 

vacations, dinners, and pivotal life moments together. Him and his family have become such an 

irreplaceable force in my life. Dan is the definition of a role model, he is someone I respect and admire.  

The realization of Dan’s salient influence in my life was made clear on the day that I unfortunately lost a 

close relative to suicide.  My family and I were in shock and the grief was staggering.  Upon hearing the 

news, Dan urgently came to comfort not only my father, but my whole family as well.  He voiced the 

words we needed to hear, but were too fearful to say ourselves. Throughout those painful days of chaos 

Dan remained a steady, calming voice and attentive listener.  Months later I presented to an audience of 

students and parents about the realities of suicide, once I concluded my speech Dan broke the silence 

that filled the crowded room with “We love you Emma”.  It lead the audience is a tearful round of 

applause that gave me a sense of accomplishment and comfort.  Yet another moment of healing I 

experienced thanks to Dan. 

 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov


As a sophomore at Montana State University, I have declared English Writing as my major and plan to 

work on a path specific to pre-law. It can be said that much of my interest in legal education can be 

credited to Dan himself. 

In his personal life Dan is an ethical, caring person who would do anything for someone he loved. Dan is 

someone I am proud to look up to and consider a second father.  Dan’s integrity and passion in his 

personal life serves as a reflection of his dedication in his career. 

Emma Hamburg 

ehamburg3@gmail.com 

Student at Montana State  
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 2:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: thesoulofahorse@gmail.com [mailto:thesoulofahorse@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Joe Camp 
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 9:55 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Re the application of Dan Roth for a judgeship position in Gallatin County 
 
Dear Mr. Menzies: 

I don't know whether or not the Judicial Nomination Commission considers comment from those 
who do not live in the state of Montana or Gallatin County but I was so struck by Dan Roth that I 
wanted to make such comment. My wife is an attorney and I have met more than my share of other 
attorneys during my 77 years on this planet, both in and out of the courtroom, and my experience 
with Mr. Roth places him right at the top of the list insofar as knowledge, capability, character, and 
integrity is concerned. I spent less than a week with Mr. Roth and while the transcript from the 
litigation has yet to be completed, much less a verdict from the judge, I wouldn’t hesitate to hire his 
services, and would welcome an opportunity to have him on the bench in a litigation in which I had 
an interest. 

  

Joe Camp 
199 Gilmore Lane 
Bell Buckle TN, 37020 
9331-389-0007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
 
Our website and our blog are now optimized for smart phones. You now have all of that information with you wherever you go. Check it out. Click the word website or 
blog on your phone. 
 
I feel better, healthier than I have in years. I'm off my cholesterol medication. My arthritis is gone. I have more energy. Much more positive attitude. I sleep better. I sing more :) 
(not a blessing for anyone near by). How did this happen? Click here 

 
Born Wild - The Soul of a Horse 
Amazon #1 Best Seller and #1 Hot New Release 
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National Best Seller; in its 14th printing! 
The Soul of a Horse - Life Lessons from the Herd 

The Soul of a Horse Video Channel on Vimeo 
 
The Soul of a Horse Channel on YouTube 
 
http://thesoulofahorse.com 
 
Our Blog 

Follow us on Pinterest 
 
On Facebook 

On Twitter 
 
http://www.benji.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 2:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Kevin.D.Brester@wellsfargo.com [mailto:Kevin.D.Brester@wellsfargo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:17 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Roth 
 
This email is a letter of support for Dan Roth to succeed Judge Mike Salvagni for judge in Gallatin County. 
I have known Dan for over 15 years both personally and professionally. 
I have been a client of his and he has been a client of mine. In both instances Dan was fair, knowledgeable and 
professional in all aspects of doing business with him. 
Personally, I have known Dan through our membership at Valley View Golf Club. Dan is a leader as he serves on the 
Board of Directors at Valley View. He is always available to answer questions about the status of our club and works to 
keep Valley View a successful golf club. 
He is also a great family man. I know both of his children and they both successful individuals. 
Sincerely, 
KEVIN D BRESTER 
 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
NMLSR ID 402110 
 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage | 211 West Main | Bozeman, MT 59715 
MAC B6943‐014 
Tel 406‐556‐4081 | Cell 406‐595‐1241 | Fax 866‐359‐3246 
 
kevin.d.brester@wellsfargo.com | www.wfhm.com/wfhm/kevin‐brester 
 

 

 
If this email was sent to you as an unsecured message, it is not intended for confidential or sensitive information. If you cannot respond to 
this e-mail securely, please do not include your social security number, account number, or any other personal or financial information in the 

content of the email. This may be a promotional email. To discontinue receiving promotional 
emails from Wells Fargo Bank N.A., including Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, click here 
NoEmailRequest@wellsfargo.com .  
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Equal Housing Lender. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage-
2701 Wells Fargo Way-Minneapolis, MN 55467-8000 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 2:26 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Susan Roth [mailto:sue.roth@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 6:16 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Public Comment: Daniel Roth 
 
Montana Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing in support of Daniel Roth’s application to fill the judgeship vacancy in the Eighteenth Judicial District. 
As Dan’s sister I have had opportunities to view Dan in his family relationships, in his personal relationships and even in 
many of his professional relationships. 
Professionally I have observed Dan in the courtroom trying cases on more than one occasion. I observed his professional 
demeanor, his knowledge of the law and the respect he showed the presiding judges, opposing attorneys, witnesses and 
especially his clients. Dan has always strictly adhered to attorney/client privacy. However, when he has spoken in 
generalities of various cases over the course of his career it is obvious how diligently he cares about the rights of his 
clients and his respect for the judicial system. I have served on a jury in two trials having the opportunity to observe 
other attorneys and presiding judges. I can honestly say that I believe Dan would be well able to preside with control, 
respect, intelligence and fairness to all appearing before him. I have also had opportunities, while visiting Bozeman, to 
meet professional acquaintances of Dan's. It has been evident in manner and comments made that Dan is well liked 
respected throughout many areas of the Bozeman community. 
Personally I could not be prouder of my brother. As an educator I admire his commitment to children and families in 
need. His pro bono work with community organizations have never been for show but because he honestly cares about 
those less fortunate. I have watched him raise his son and daughter to adults who share his high values, commitment to 
others and a strong sense of family.  
I believe that the State of Montana, Gallatin County and their citizens would be well served with your appointment of 
Dan Roth to the Eighteenth Judicial District judgeship. 
Should you have any follow up questions feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Roth 
612‐940‐4798 
 
 















 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 19, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 
 
RE: Dan Roth’s Application for Appointment to the Eighteenth Judicial District 

Court Judgeship  
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission Members, 
 
I am writing to you in support of Dan Roth for appointment to the Eighteenth 
Judicial District Court Judgeship.  I have known Dan for several years, both from 
observing his practice, as well as working with him as opposing counsel and a 
mediator in domestic relations cases. 
 
Dan is an excellent attorney and is a role model for younger attorneys in the 
community.  He has an excellent work ethic, the highest amount of integrity and 
brilliant insights on a variety of legal issues.  He has served as a mentor with the 
Gallatin Valley Legal Assistance Clinic, as well as a volunteer attorney, donating his 
time to those in need of free legal counsel.   I cannot express the amount of respect I 
hold for Dan as a legal practitioner.  He is fair, honest, genuine, reasonable and open 
to listening to other points of view. 
 
I highly recommend Dan Roth for forwarding to the Governor and for appointment 
as District Court Judge in Gallatin County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sheryl Wambsgans 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 5:45 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Michael Leach [mailto:michael@beaudacious.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2016 11:31 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Roth's application for judgeship  
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

 

Over the course of the last three years I’ve had the privilege of getting to know Dan Roth as a man, 
father and attorney.  I journeyed into Dan’s office seeking representation through the process of 
dissolution, distribution of assets, and most importantly, co-parenting.  I found Dan to be a gritty, 
thoughtful, highly ethical and diplomatic attorney, one who looks at the facts and the law and 
responds accordingly.  

When I heard that Dan was throwing his name in the hat for the soon to be vacant judgeship position 
here in Gallatin County I had mixed feelings.  Selfishly, I didn't like the thought of losing Dan as an 
attorney; but these thoughts were quickly outweighed by the knowledge that Dan Roth’s application 
for judgeship represents a contribution to the greater good of our community.  

I find it hard to imagine that there is anyone more qualified or fitting for this position.  Dan is a 
thoughtful listener, even-keeled, and sensitive and respectful to all parties.  In my opinion, Dan's 
temperament, demeanor and judgment are perfectly suited to this position.  He is reasonable, strong, 
fair and unflappable, a man of tremendous character and integrity—qualities that will serve our county 
well should he receive this judgeship.   

I respect Dan Roth as much as any man I know and it is with great hope for the citizens and 
community of Gallatin County that I write this letter on his behalf. 

Sincerely, 

Michael W. Leach 

 
Michael W. Leach  
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Be Audacious | author. speaker. coach. wilderness advocate. rabble rousing green guy.  
Bozeman, Montana | 406-224-2677 | michael@BeAudacious.com 

http://beaudacious.com/  
https://twitter.com/MichaelLeachBA 
 
   
"To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest 
accomplishment." ~Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
"Our personal story is all we truly have. So make it count and tell it well." ~Michael W. Leach 
 







                                                                                                                                  October 11th, 2016 

 

To the Judicial Nomination Commission, 

    It is my pleasure to be writing this letter in support of Dan Roth for the Judgeship vacancy here in the 
19th District court, Gallatin County, State of Montana. 

I’ve known Dan for a little over a decade now and I have known him to be an upstanding, comminute 
driven, family orientated, leader and fair.  I feel that Dan would make a great choice for you all to 
consider too fill the vacancies for the 19th Distinct Court appointment. 

 

                                                                                            Patrick (Pat) Busby, Real Estate Broker & Auctioneer 

    









October 21, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov. 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
Hi my name is Eric Hamburg and I am 12 years old and go to Sacajawea Middle School in 
Bozeman. 

I would like to tell you about Dan Roth and why I think he would make a very good judge. Dan 
knows how to treat kids in a fair and nice way! He is an experienced parent he has two amazing 
kids.  He has always been there to help them become good people who I see as role models for 
myself! If I needed anything I know that Dan would be there to help me!  

Based on the person he is and how smart, fair and patient he is (especially when fishing) I know he 
would be a very great judge.  I also know that he learned a lot from an amazing friend to Dan, 
Judge Tom Olsen.  Tom taught Dan many things about being a lawyer, judge and golfer. 

I know I am just a kid and don’t have a lot of experience with judges but I know what they are 
responsible for, the incredible work they need to do and the dedication it takes to be a good 
judge.  I can tell you that I know Dan Roth has every skill needed to be the best.  He is the guy who 
always works hard to do things right. 

I know he is patient and doesn’t easily get frustrated because he has always been a Vikings and 
Twins fan but I love him anyhow!!! 

Sincerely, 

Eric Hamburg 
3936 Sourdough Road 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 7:01 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Scott Hamburg [mailto:tuffness@me.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 2:20 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation for Dan Roth Gallatin County Judgeship 
 
TO: Judicial Nomination Commission 
RE : Dan Roth 
 
I am writing to express my strong support and recommendation for Dan Roth to fill the upcoming 
Judgeship position. 
Dan is dear friend, trusted advisor and colleague who I have known since 2001 . He is one of the 
most trustworthy and compassionate individuals I have ever met. He has a very even temperament 
as well a great sense of fairness . His integrity is well known throughout the Bozeman area. I 
believe he has a passion for justice and is very interested in giving back to the state and community 
where he has lived for so long. After serving on a Board for a non profit in Chicago benefitting at-
risk children as well as being the President of a commodity  trading firm for 25 years I have 
experienced first hand the need for such a candidate like Dan . There is no question in my mind that 
judicial system and the Gallatin Valley would benefit greatly with Mr. Roth serving as District 
Judge . 
I appreciate your consideration of my recommendation for Mr Roth. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Scott Hamburg 
Bozeman Montana 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 7:01 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Suzy Saltiel [mailto:ssaltiel@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, October 22, 2016 9:44 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judgeship Position in Gallatin County 
 
I am writing in support of Dan Roth for the judgeship position in Gallatin to succeed Mike Salvagni, who is 
retiring. 
 
I am a Licensed Clinical Social Worker who has worked professionally in Gallatin County since 1972.For the 
first twenty years, I was the supervisor for child and adult protective services.  This position entailed a great 
deal of time working with attorneys and the court system.  In the early 1990's I started a private mental health 
outpatient private practice working still with children and families as well as attorneys and the courts. 
 
I first worked with Dan Roth in 1990 and continue to do so to this day.I have not worked with a more 
professional and competent attorney than Mr. Roth.  Clients I refer to him are very pleased with his services and 
his kindness. 
 
A now retired Gallatin County District Judge once remarked to me that if he ever needed legal services he 
would contact Mr. Roth, whom he believed was the best attorney in Gallatin County. 
 
I am confident that Mr. Roth would make a fair and impartial district judge in Gallatin County. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Mr. Roth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Suzy Saltiel, MSW, LCSW 
406-579-6731   
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 7:00 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: mark tymrak <mark.tymrak@gmail.com> 
To: karljenglund <karljenglund@aol.com> 
Sent: Wed, Oct 19, 2016 4:31 pm 
Subject: Recommendation for Governor Appointment for the 18th Judicial District Court Leadership 

Dear Mr. Englund, 
 
My name is Mark Tymrak, not sure if you remember me or not.  I am the retired Chief of Police/Director of Public Safety 
from Bozeman.  You and I had met on several occasions during both Police and Fire negotiations.  I respected the way 
you conducted yourself and interacted with both of my departments.   
 
I thought I would share my opinion regarding the governor's appointment to fill the vacancy of the 18th Judicial District 
Court based on Judge Salvagni's impending retirement.  First and foremost, Judge Salvagni's replacement has some very 
big shoes to fill.  Having spent 35 years in the Law enforcement profession and having known Judge Salvagni on a 
professional basis for over 36 years, I can assure you I do not take whomever replaces him in Gallatin County lightly.  
 
In looking through and reviewing the applicants submitted to the Judicial Nominating Commission.  It is not an easy 
decision.  In my opinion, one applicant stands out as the best choice to serve.  My personal recommendation is for 
applicant Daniel J. Roth.  I have known Mr. Roth for over 20 years and have no qualms of giving him my support for this 
very important position in the county that I have lived in for over 42 years.  Coming from a law enforcement officer who 
has known Mr. Roth as primarily a defense counsel, it may appear strange that he has my admiration, respect and 
support.  He is extremely knowledgeable of the law and is one that is obviously well prepared and certainly not one just 
going through the motions.  Over the years, I have lost track of all the positive comments that I have had from my officers 
of "what a good attorney" he is.  Seems strange coming from opposing sides of the table.  I felt he was instrumental in 
educating my officers and also treating them with respect, that they could understand and learn from their court 
experiences with him.  Above all, I have always found Mr. Roth to be fair, impartial, honest and very thorough in his 
decision making process.  He knows, follows the law, and protects the individual rights of the people by following the 
same and the constitution of the State of Montana and the United States. 
 
On a personal note since my retirement I have personally retained Mr. Roth as my attorney in personal affairs such as 
settling my families estate and never hesitate to recommend him to both family and friends.  Feedback has always been 
positive. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to let me offer this recommendation.  
 
Mark E.Tymrak 
Retired Bozeman Police Chief/Director of Public Safety 









BEcK, AMSDEN & STALPES, PLLC
Afforneys at Law

Attorneys: 1946 Stadium Drive, Suite 1 Paralegals:
Monte D. Beck Bozeman, MT 59715 Natalie F. Phillips

John L. Amsden Tel: (406) 586-8700 David W. McGoldrick
Justin P. Stalpes Fax: (406) 586-8960 Reid M. Beck
Lindsay C. Beck Email: info@becklawyers.com

Anthony F. Jackson

October 24, 2016

VIA MAIL AND EMAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
do Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsuprernecourt@mt.gov

In re: Eighteenth Judicial District

To Whom It May Concern:

I write in support of Dan Roth’s nomination for the position of district court
judge for the Eighteenth Judicial District in Bozeman.

By way of background, Dan Roth is one of the most accomplished trial
attorneys in Bozeman. Early on in his career, he obtained one of the largest
plaintiff jury verdicts in the district. He has also represented civil and criminal
defendants in numerous trials. Additionally, he is well versed in family law, having
represented both men and women in marital dissolution proceedings.

Dan’s broad experience makes him well-qualified for the position as a
district court judge. Because of his experience, including his formidable trial
experience, I have referred many clients to Dan, all of whom were pleased with his
representation. For example, a family member was accused of assault after being
attacked on a sidewalk outside a house party after an MSU football game. My
young relative was not the aggressor, but fared much better in the altercation. My
family placed its trust in Dan throughout the trial. He obtained a defense verdict,
exonerating my young cousin. I have also referred family law matters and civil



Judicial Nomination Commission
October 24, 2016
Page 2 of 2

matters to Dan. I myself have hired Dan to deal with property issues due to his
breadth of experience.

Dan’s broad experience also gives him the judgment to handle a wide
variety of cases. He is a good judge of character, hard-working and careful with the
facts and law.

Dan possesses superior trial and in-court experience. The courtroom, and
perhaps most importantly the hard work and difficulty of trial preparation, is Dan’s
backyard. I support Dan’s nomination without reservation.

Sincerely yours,

L. Amsden













 
      Kenneth G. Mosby 
      117 East Peach 
      Bozeman, MT  59715 
      (406) 587-0952 
      abskgm@bresnan.net 
 
      October 22, 2016    
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Greetings: 
 
SUBJECT: Letter of Recommendation for Dan Roth  
 
It is with great pleasure that I recommend and support Dan for appointment to the 
judgeship position in Gallatin County due to the retirement of Judge Mike Salvagni.   
 
I have known Dan for a number of years and served with Dan on Valley View Golf 
Club’s Board of Directors and can personally attest to his intelligence, dedication, 
fortitude, and professionalism.  
 
Dan performs his duties in an exceptional manner. He possesses the breadth and depth of 
knowledge of the legal system.  Dan has the natural ability to express complicated and 
technical information clearly and concisely. His patience and compassion will serve him 
well as a Judge.  
 
If I may be of further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.   
 
 
      Sincerely, 
         

Kenneth G. Mosby 
 
      Kenneth G. Mosby 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 8:33 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Roth

From: Charles Bowen [mailto:cbowen@qwestoffice.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 2:52 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: 18th Judicial District Court Judgeship Nominations/Dan Roth 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
  I am writing to recommend Dan Roth for nomination to the District Judgeship vacancy in the 18th Judicial District 
resulting from Mike Salvagni’s retirement. I have practiced in this judicial district for 32 years.  I first met Dan when we 
both served as contract public defenders for Gallatin Co. back in the early 90’s.  Since then I have been on the opposite 
side of him in several cases but have come to know him primarily through his mediation practice. He is one of a small 
number of mediators that I have used regularly over the last 10+ years and we have spent many hours together 
discussing the law, particular facts at hand and analyzing cases. I have observed his interaction with clients, opposing 
counsel  and witnesses as well as his thought process.  
 
  In my opinion he is the most well rounded and qualified of the applicants for this judgeship.  First and foremost, a judge 
should be a seasoned and experienced trial lawyer in as many areas of the law as possible. Dan has been trying cases as 
long as I have known him. They include cases in misdemeanor and felony criminal law, plaintiff and defense in PI and 
insurance cases, and family law.  It is clear that he enjoys trial work in any form in any Court. He is knowledgeable in trial 
practice, evidence, civil and criminal procedure and the art of advocacy. I think he would hit the ground running in all 
areas of the law and I believe he would run an efficient and productive courtroom should he be appointed to the 
judgeship. 
 
  His mediation practice has afforded him the opportunity to get to know and really understand the  point of view of the 
litigants who appear in court in a way that a judge never does. I think that kind of experience is invaluable as it teaches 
empathy for the people who find themselves involved in our legal system. I think Dan is empathetic, compassionate, 
smart, experienced, competent and does truly enjoy the practice of Law.  I think he would make a great Judge in this 
district. 
 
Regards, 
Charles Bowen 
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