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October 24, 2016 

Via Email and U.S. Mail 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

Judicial Nominating Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

RE: 	18th Judicial District Judge Vacancy  

Dear Committee Members, 

I write you this letter to provide my thoughts on who would be most qualified to 
be appointed District Judge in Gallatin County. 

As a family law lawyer for the past 43 years; a past president of the Utah State, 
Salt Lake County, and Gallatin County Bars; a Fellow in the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers; and a member of the Montana State Bar Ethics Committee since 
1997, I believe I have the experience and insight to provide my opinion as to who would 
be most qualified to serve as our next District Court Judge. 

I think the most important attributes any judge should have are: 

1. Humility; 
2. A good temperament; 
3. A reasonably good knowledge of the law; 
4. A strong work ethic; and 
5. A desire to serve the public fairly. 

I have reviewed the background and credentials of the individuals who have 
applied for this position and have concluded that some do not possess the above-
described attributes to the extent necessary to be a good judge. 

However, they say, "Cream rises to the top" and in this case, three of the 
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applicants, in my opinion, do have the necessary quantity and quality of the traits 
itemized above, to be considered for the position. 

I would respectfully recommend that you send the names of: 

Magdalena Bowen; 
Rienne McElyea; and 
James McKenna 
(Listed alphabetically not preferentially.) 

to Governor Bullock for his consideration. 

I have practiced law in the same community with each of these fine lawyers for 
the last 26 years and think any one of them has what it takes to dispense justice fairly, 
be kind, and respectful to those appearing in front of them and respect the role of 
lawyers as an integral part of our judicial system. 

Thank you in advance for considering my thoughts and volunteer service. I know 
your deliberations will be thoughtful and thorough. 

KMK/bas 
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