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      October 23, 2016 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005     Electronic Delivery Only 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
    RE: Marty Lambert- Montana 18th Judicial District Judge 
 
Dear Commission: 
 
 I first met Marty Lambert in 1987 when I was in law school working for the 
defender project and he was a deputy Gallatin County Attorney.  I was in search of 
records for my client, a Montana State Prison inmate.  At that time I was elated that Mr. 
Lambert took the time out of his day to discuss the process to obtain the records as well 
as time to educate me on some of the issues I would find in the records and share some 
professional comradery.  He was the epitome of polite and professional.   
 
 Some years later I became a co-worker of Marty Lambert.  Marty was hard 
working, studious, stubborn and the best criminal trial attorney I have met in my 30 
years of practice.  While there were times we clashed, Marty was always willing to listen 
to my thoughts, ideas, opinions and strategies.  It is innate to Marty Lambert’s character 
to consider what is being said; challenge it and reach an articulable decision.   What 
more can we ask from a District Court Judge? 
 
 Over the years as County Attorney, Marty rose to the challenge of every aspect 
of law that came before him.  He learned insurance law, contract law, political 
subdivision law and land use.  He has been the administrator and manages a large 
office balancing the needs of his staff with the needs of the County citizens and the 
limitations of Gallatin County.  That balancing act will carry forward and serve the 
Eighteenth Judicial District well.  
 
 This is not to say that there have not been times over the past three decades that 
Marty Lambert and I have disagreed; strongly disagreed.  Many I am certain have found 
some of Marty’s decision lacking.  To that I would respond that the critic has not taken 
the time (or been able to find the time that coincides with Marty’s hectic schedule) to 
discuss the disagreement.  Over the years, I have made calls and left messages to 
discuss a decision or strategy, usually reported by the Bozeman Daily Chronicle in a 
negative light.  When we could find the time to vet the topic, I have always been 
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satisfied with the decisions Marty made, no matter how publically unpopular those 
decisions might have been.  Again, it serves no one to have a judge who bends to 
public sentiment.  The judge’s role is to apply the law to the facts.  That frequently does 
not lend itself to a “sound bite”.  Judges don’t get to make popular decisions.  Marty is 
strong of character and would not be tempted to bend to public sentiment. 
 
 Marty is a devoted family man.  He cared for his aged mother.  He is a devoted 
husband, father and grandfather.  I don’t hold it against him that he is a devoted Bobcat 
fan- but he is that was well. 
 
 Another aspect of this judicial appointment which should not be lost on any 
candidate is the process which will ensure after nomination and appointment.  
Confirmation by the legislature is but the first step to election campaigns in short order.  
Mr. Lambert has established himself through the election process and is familiar with 
the legislative process as well. He did not throw his “hat in the ring” lightly.  He 
considered what, in addition to the work load, would be needed to provide continuity to 
the citizens before he applied. 
 
 I encourage you to place Mr. Martin Lambert in the group of nominees forwarded 
to Governor Bullock for appointment as District Court Judge for the Montana Eighteenth 
Judicial District.    
 
 Should you or the Governor have questions, I am available at the address and 
telephone above to respond. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Susan B. Swimley 
 Susan B. Swimley 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:47 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Lambert

From: Bjorn Boyer [mailto:bjornb5@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2016 6:17 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter of Support for Marty Lambert - 18th Judicial District Judge 
 

Dear Ms. Menzies, 

  

I am a deputy county attorney at the Gallatin County Attorney’s Office. As the Gallatin County Attorney, Marty 
has been a boss and mentor. Marty has been the elected county attorney for twenty years now. He was a deputy 
county attorney for Judge Salvagni for several years before that. As the county attorney, he is ultimately 
responsible for all criminal prosecutions in Gallatin County. He is also responsible for advising the county 
commissioners and other civil matters for the County. As such, he is uniquely positioned to be a judge because 
of his experience in both criminal and civil law. Because of this experience, Marty would be an excellent judge. 

  

From the beginning of my employment with Gallatin County, I have observed Marty to be an incredibly hard 
worker. After thirty plus years as a prosecutor, I think it would be easy for Marty to let off the gas. He has not 
done that. He is often in the office early, leaves late, and works weekends. I have an incredible respect for his 
work ethic. Marty also has incredibly thick skin. Although he is in a political position, I believe Marty makes 
decisions based off what he believes to be right, not what might be politically expedient. 

  

I have also seen the way Marty interacts with victims of serious crimes. I have seen Marty empathize with rape 
victims and the family members of a young man who was senselessly murdered. Marty has had those 
experiences for over three decades that help him understand the human impacts of the justice systems. 

  

For these reasons, Marty would make an excellent judge. I gladly support his nomination.    

  

Sincerely, 

  

Bjorn E. Boyer 
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October 24, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission

do Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator

P. O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620- 3005

Re:     Marty Lambert Judicial Appointment

Members of the Nominating Committee:

Please consider the appointment of Marty Lambert as the next 18th Judicial District Court judge.   
Marty has the experience, temperament and education to be an exceptional judge.

I have known Marty since law school, over thirty years.   He was a year ahead of me at the

University of Montana.  Marty' s wife Kathleen was my classmate.  Marty was one of the hardest
working students in his law school class.  I often talked law with him, even on weekends when

most other students were busy with non- law related pursuits.

Marty' s list of accomplishments is long.  He was a top student from high school on and earned
his undergraduate degree from Montana State University in Bozeman with honors.  After law
school,  he steadily became a community leader in Bozeman.   He was recognized for his

volunteer work with Bozeman Campfire, was a Director and President of Hearts and Homes, Inc.
and was Past Distinguished President of Bozeman Kiwanis.  He is involved with the local opera

and symphony.

I think what separates Marty from the other able candidates is his ability to make the tough
decision.  It is the decision-making ability that ultimately defines a good judge.  Marty worked
through the " sausage-making" in Helena to enact good legislation and to kill legislation harmful
to the citizens of Montana.  I was impressed by his ability to stand up for his principles while
recognizing how to get things done.    He knows that at the intersection of principle and

pragmatism you will find judgment.
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Marty will keep his court running and get out timely decisions.  I have dealt with a number of

administrative matters with Marty over the years in my capacity as Chief Deputy County
Attorney and Marty as the Gallatin County Attorney.  Sometimes we disagreed as to legal and

fiscal matters but, in the end, Marty found ways to make things work out fairly for both counties.
Marty knows the importance of getting to " yes" and then moving on to the next problem.

I had the pleasure to write an amicus brief on behalf of Gallatin County in the Alta Vista
litigation a few years back.  The case dealt with a developer trying to circumvent the Montana
Subdivision and Platting Act.   It also dealt with the fundamental authority of the Clerk and
Recorder to keep the public records in a sound manner.  Marty and his team were successful in
the litigation.   Gallatin County' s brief was well done and the result reflected the fine and
competent work.  I imagine Marty' s decisions from the bench will also be well reasoned and
well written.

The 18 th Judicial District will not be a walk-in-the- ark for any new judge.  This district is one ofp o y e t t e

the busiest in the State of Montana.  Coming from the busiest judicial district in the state, I can
sympathize with the caseload facing

18th Judicial District Court judges.  Good thing Marty has
experience as the Gallatin County Attorney.    Responsible for everything from deliberate
homicides to traffic tickets, from zoning to subdivisions, Marty respects deadlines.  He knows

that hard decisions don' t get better with time.

Enough on Marty' s substantial legal qualifications in the County Attorney' s Office.  Marty has
the heart to go with the mind.  His victim/witness program is second to none in the state.  The

citizens of Montana are currently grappling with the Marsy' s Law initiative.   This shouldn' t

present too much of a challenge to Gallatin County.  Thanks to Marty' s foresight and leadership,
Gallatin County already works well with its crime victims, keeping them informed of court
developments and listening to their input before making final decisions on the case.

In summary, you cannot do better than Marty Lambert as the next judge for the 18th Judicial
District.  You have a great opportunity to appoint a person of rare ability.

Sincerely,

f

Daniel L. Schwarz

Chief Civil Deputy Y 411 stone County Attorney

























Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
lmenzies@mt.gov 
 
 
RE: Recommendation for Marty Lambert for Eighteenth Judicial District 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
Please appoint Marty Lambert as Judge for the Eighteenth Judicial District.  Marty has 
served with distinction as the Gallatin County Attorney since 1997, and Gallatin’s 
voters have shown their confidence by electing him five times since then.  
 
Marty uses considerable judgment in his decisions to prosecute or not prosecute, but 
once decided, he is frequently the prosecutor in the courtroom taking on the hardest 
cases. His elected position has prepared him to face the rigors of public opinion and 
rely on his expertise and conscience.  
 
Marty has argued and won a significant case in subdivision law and his office is 
frequently called upon for advice or defense in a fast growing county whose land use 
laws must be well written and defended.  
 
Marty has been a key supporter of victim/witness programs. In his tenure as County 
Attorney, Marty has actively supported and participated in a team approach to better 
serve victims of sexual violence, the Gallatin County/City of Bozeman/ Montana State 
University SART (Sexual Assault Response Team).  
 
Marty has a career of public service, tough decision making, and active leadership in 
key law enforcement issues of our time and place. He will make an honest, earnest 
and engaged judge. It is my privilege to recommend him highly to you.  
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
Jeffrey K Krauss 
City Commissioner and Former Mayor, City of Bozeman 







 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrate 
PO Box 2003005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of Martin Lambert for your consideration in the process to 
appoint a judge in the Eighteenth Judicial District. 
 
In both my capacity as Executive Director of Help Center, Inc., a 24/7/365 crisis intervention 
center, and as Program Director of The Sexual Assault Counseling Center, I have worked with 
Marty for over 20 years.  Often, both the dictates of our jobs and our political affiliations have 
left us working from positions that are polar opposites. That said, I have never walked away 
from an exchange with Marty that did not result in something that improved or clarified a 
situation or event. I see that quality as a true asset in a judge. 
 
It was of great interest and, frankly, surprise when I first witnessed Marty’s willingness to 
embrace empirically sound  knowledge and new ideas even when they were foreign to him.  He 
is a class A student and puts in the time and thoroughness that good research requires. The 
insightfulness of his questions and the sharpness of his analysis impressed me and would seem 
to be important strengths to bring to the position of judge.  
 
This position has attracted many excellent candidates. I do not envy you your job in making this 
decision. Perhaps the additional piece that Marty brings to the job is his demonstrable 
commitment to interdisciplinary successes. He has years of proven record in working 
successfully with very diverse constituencies. More importantly though, his commitment to 
those constituencies and to his role as a public servant has been both unfailing and has shown 
consistent improvement in the quality of his efforts.   
 
For the above reasons and many more, I hope you will strongly consider Martin Lambert for this 
position. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Christina Powell, ED 
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October 24, 2016 
 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator P.O. Box 203005  

Helena, Montana 59620-3005  

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov  

Commission Members: 
 
I have known and worked with Marty Lambert for well over 30 
years.  I have worked as an investigator, Deputy Sheriff as well 
as Gallatin County Sheriff, extensively with Marty. 
 
In all of those years Marty has consistently fought on the side 
of Public Safety and the victims of crime. 
 
He is knowledgeable, articulate and passionate. 
 
I would ask that you consider Marty Lambert to be on the list 
submitted to the Governor. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sheriff Jim Cashell,  Ret. 
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