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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 

I am writing in support of Dan O’Brien as the next District Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial 
District. 
 I first met Dan in 1994 when he joined the law firm he remains with today.  Don Cole (now 
deceased) and Ed Amestoy have been excellent mentors to Dan, as has our retiring judge, the Honorable 
John McKeon.  I have been both a defense counsel against Dan and have had countless helpful 
conversations with him as fellow prosecutors about pending cases in both of our neighboring counties. 
 In all my dealings with Dan, he has been courteous, fair-minded and always well-prepared.  Dan 
is a person of integrity and in my judgment, has the most well-rounded level of experience of any 
applicant before the commission.  I further submit that Dan has the proper temperament for this 
important position. 
 Accordingly, I sincerely ask that the commission forward the name of Dan O’Brien to Governor 
Bullock for his consideration. 
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
        /s/ 
       Donald A. Ranstrom 
       Attorney at Law 
 





























LA W  O FFICE S O F 

TERRANCE L. TOAVS, PLLC
T E L E P H O N E : (406) 653-1624

September 26, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Application of Dan O’Brien for District Judge
Seventeenth Judicial District Vacancy

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing this letter to convey my strong support for Dan O’Brien as the next judge of the
Seventeenth Judicial District.  Dan has the expertise, experience and temperament to be an
excellent judge.

My office is located in Wolf Point, Montana, and I have been practicing law on the High Line for
approximately 20 years.  My interest in writing this letter is that the Seventeen Judicial District is
a neighboring district to mine, and I handle many, many cases there. 

I have handled numerous cases with Dan O’Brien on the opposing side, both in his capacity as
Deputy County Attorney and as a private civil attorney.  In addition, myself and other members
of the local bar often seek out Dan’s services to mediate disputes.  Dan is hard working,
knowledgeable, honest and has a unique way of cutting through to the key issues.  Though we
have been in some heated situations, I have never seen Dan upset.  He always maintains a
pleasant demeanor and shows understanding in situations where many others would not.

Additionally, Dan is very familiar with the unique issues which are present on the Fort Belknap
Indian Reservation and the surrounding communities in Phillips and Blaine County.  Dan grew
up in Poplar, Montana, which is within the exterior boundaries of Fort Peck Indian Reservation. 
The Seventeenth District largely encompasses the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation.  For the past
two decades, he has successfully maintained good relationships and has earned the support of the
community.  He is highly respected among both on and off the reservation, which is no accident.

In my opinion, Dan O’Brien is uniquely qualified for the position of Seventeenth Judicial District
Judge, and I support his appointment wholeheartedly.  

Sincerely,
/s/ Terrance L Toavs
Terrance L. Toavs

  

429 2ND AVENUE SOUTH • WOLF POINT, M ONTANA 59201 • FACSIMILE: (406) 653-1665
(ALSO ADMITTED IN NEVADA AND CALIFORNIA)
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Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
PO Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsu premecou rt@ mt.gov

RE: Dan O'Br ien -  Seventeenth Judicial  Distr ict  Judgeship

Dear Judicial  Nominat ion Commission :

I am writ ing this letter in support of the application of Dan O'Brian for the District Court
Judgeship for the Seventeenth Judicial District.

I am a business owner in Malta, MT and have known Dan for over 10 years. As a
business owner I have used the services of Dan and his law firm for business and personal

matters and have always been satisfied with his knowledge and professionalism. I have also
gotten to know Dan outside of work and have seen his great sense of pride for the community
he l ives and works in. For these reasons along with knowing Dan's work ethic I believe Dan
would be a great District Judge. Dan is my recommendation for the posit ion of Seventeenth
District Court Judge.

Sincerely,

Eric Wilke
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September 28, 2016

Via Email MTsupremecourt@tmt.gov
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Dan R. O'Brien/Seventeenth Judicial District Court Judgeship

Dear Members of the Commission,

I am pleased to write this letter in support of Malta Attorney Dan R. O'Brien's
application to be appointed State District Court Judge for the Seventeenth Judicial
District Court. My legal practice has included the representation of various City and
County governments, and it has been primarily in that capacity that I have had the
pleasure to work with Dan. I can state without hesitation that Dan O'Brien is a first rate
attorney and outstanding individual. The citizens of the Seventeenth Judicial District
would be greatly served by this hardworking, highly ethical individual.

Even though I have had considerable first-hand experience with Dan's legal
work, I thought it appropriate to fully review his application for this important position.
What that application reflects, in my view, is a weil-balanced career and life, with a
wealth of experience that could only be an asset to the demanding role of a District
Court Judge. I know from personal experience that Dan has practiced extensively in all
three counties making up this judicial district, and am certain that the connections he
has made throughout that territory will serve him very well on the bench. His application
reflects a quite varied iegal practice, and if you couple his civil experience with his
prosecution of felony and misdemeanor criminal cases, and child abuse and neglect
cases, what you have in Dan is a unique skill set which sets him apart from other



September 28, 2016
Page 2 of 2

applicants. His frequent interactions with juries over the years will be an invaluable
asset for a Judge.

It is also apparent that Dan O'Brien is an exemplary citizen. His application
reflects much volunteer work in his community. He has served honorably in the military.
Obviously legal research and writing skills are a significant asset to a District Court
Judge. Dan has spent a major portion of his legal career doing both, and from my
personal experience, that work has been of a high quality. If you take a look at
paragraph 54 of his application, where he lists the assets he believes are important in a
District Court Judge, the numerous qualities Dan has identified are clearly qualities he
himself possesses. 1 am particularly gratified to read Dan's views on the need for a
judge to be fair and impartial, which we all know is essential to our system of justice.
There has been nothing in my experiences with this individual over the years which
causes me to doubt in any way that he would interpret and apply the law to the best of
his abilities, without regard to personal biases or the identities and/or status of the
parties and attorneys. To me, at least, that is the most important consideration of all.

No doubt the commission will review other applications by fine individuals. In
closing, ail I can state is that if Dan O'Brien is given the opportunity to serve in this
capacity, I am virtually certain that he will make a fine, and long-serving, District Court
Judge. I thank you for your consideration of this letter, and would be happy to answer
any questions from the Committee concerning Dan. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mark^F. Higgif^
mfh@uazh.com-

MFH/rkj





















CITY OF MALTA 
PO BOX 1300 

 MALTA, MT. 59538 
 

Crossroads of the Hi-Line 
406-654-1251 

Shyla L. Jones, Mayor           Lorie R. Bond, Clerk/Treasurer 
William Hicks, Councilman           Bonnie Wiederrick, Councilperson 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 
 
I am writing this letter of support for Malta City Attorney Dan O’Brien’s 
application for the district judgeship of the Seventeenth Judicial District.  Mr. 
O’Brien has been the City of Malta’s city attorney for twenty-one years and is 
an asset to the community.  Mr. O’Brien has always been there when the City 
of Malta was in need of his legal advice.  He has always been pleasant to 
work with and is polite, considerate and a person of integrity.   Mr. O’Brien is 
excellent at finding a fair resolution that works best for all parties involved.  In 
my opinion, Mr. O’Brien would make an excellent District Judge.     
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Shyla L. Jones 
Mayor City of Malta 
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Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
Re:  Dan Raymond O’Brien, applicant for District Court Judgeship Seventeenth Judicial District 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing in support of Dan Raymond O’Brien as District Judge for the Seventeenth Judicial District.   
 
I met Dan ten years ago when we moved to Malta and have shared office space with Dan and his 
partner for the past seven years. Dan is family oriented, active in the community and well respected.  He 
treats others fairly and is open-minded, but most of all, he has a great sense of humor.   
 
Dan was born and raised on the hi-line and has spent his career working in Northeastern Montana. He 
has the legal ability, experience and temperament to serve as judge. I believe Dan will make the right 
decisions even if they are not popular, and I have no doubt that he will be an excellent judge for our 
district.  I encourage you to forward the name of Dan O’Brien to the governor for his consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Deborah L. Sjostrom 
(406) 654-1451 
 
   

 

 

 



KELSIE W. HARWOOD 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

P.O. BOX 94 

CHINOOK, MONTANA 59523 

 

 

September 30, 2016 

 

  *Sent Via Electronic Mail 

 

Judicial Nomination Commission 

c/o Lois Menzies 

Office of Court Administrator 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

RE:  Letter of Support for Dan O’Brien 

 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 

  

I am writing this letter to support Dan O’Brien for the Seventeenth Judicial District 

Court Judge.   I am the Blaine County Attorney and I been fortunate enough to have 

Dan as a colleague to ask questions to and to discuss cases and issues with.  He always 

takes the time to assist when asked.  As an attorney in north central Montana, Dan has 

an understanding of the unique issues that may arise in our area.    

 

Prior to becoming the Blaine County Attorney, I had a few cases with Dan in which we 

represented adverse parties.  He was always professional, reasonable, and considerate.  

His experience in both civil and criminal matters gives him the required skills and 

abilities for a judicial position.   

  

I believe Dan has the experience and personality to make a fair, educated, and 

courteous District Court Judge.   

 

      Sincerely, 

 

       

      Kelsie W. Harwood 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2016 4:02 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- O'Brien

From: Vivian Taylor [mailto:vivtaylor151@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 02, 2016 11:53 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Letter of support for Dan O'Brien 
 
   
October 2, 2016 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
  
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
  
I am writing in support of Dan O’Brien as the next District Judge of the Seventeenth Judicial District. 

  
I am a retired teacher with 32 years of experience, the retired Phillips County Superintendent of Schools with 14
years of experience, past member of the Phillips County Child Protection Team, resident of the Saco
Community, the wife of the past Phillips County Justice of the Peace and ranch owner.   Dan has been involved 
with his legal expertise in all of them.    Dan was an advisor and counselor when I dealt with issues during my
terms as the County Superintendent. Dan has helped the Saco Town Council with legal questions and town
ordinances.  Dan has been involved in family issues, child welfare and domestic issues. Dan has worked with
ranch and agriculture issues.   

  
When my husband became the Justice of the Peace in Phillips County, Dan was in his court room prosecuting
cases as the Assistant County Attorney.   My husband spoke highly of Dan with his brilliance, common sense,
quick wit and sense of humor. They shared the same belief of respect for the judicial system. He would have
written a letter of support for Dan also but he passed away in July. 

The 17th Judicial District is a very rural area and we have two Indian Reservations within the boundaries of the
District. Our livelihood is agriculture based.   Dan is the perfect candidate for this position because he has an
understanding of the rural people, of an agriculture community, and has lived and worked with the Native
American people. He has worked with people from a variety of economic incomes and has dealt with them
professionally, compassionately and with approachable demeanor.    

Dan has a great interest in the community and helping with youth activities.    Dan was the coordinator of the
youth baseball when my grandsons were playing summer baseball.   Dan supports his children’s activities—
swimming, basketball, football, and cross country as well as their academic and musical performances.   

Please submit the name of Dan O’Brien to Governor Bullock for his consideration.  Dan is the best candidate.   
  
Sincerely, 
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Vivian Taylor 



STATE OF MONTANA
TWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

Chouteau, Hill and Liberty Counties
Hill County Courthouse

315 Fourth Street, Havre, MT 59501
Phone 406.265.5481 • Fax 406.265.0160

HON. DANIEL A. BOUCHER
District Judge

ERIK RATHIE
Law Clerk

BETH HANNAH
Judicial Assistant

October 3,2016

Ladies and Gentleman:

I am offering my support for Pete Helland and/or Dan O'Brien for the position of
Judge in the 17th Judicial District Court - John McKeon's position.

Both of these gentlemen do their work, are prepared, and have both common
sense and an understanding of the law. I have never seen either of them take an
unreasonable position or otherwise try to distort the facts of the law. They are
professional, prepared, courteous, and competent.

Either of these gentlemen would be an acceptable choice in my opinion.

Sincerely,
'/

/" ://

",/ ;r# _.-/
"'/ '~,i' /' l

4:salie A. Boucher
Twelfth Judicial District Judge
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