






Glasgow   School   District   1A   ~   Home   of   the   Scotties

 
 

September   8,   2016 
 
 
Office   of   Court   Administration 
℅   Lois   Menzies 
PO   Box   203005 
Helena,   MT   59620-3005 
 
RE:      PETER   L.   HELLAND 
 
I would like to endorse Peter L. Helland for the Seventeenth Judicial District Court Judge. I believe                                 
Pete   is   the   level-headed,   forward   thinking   person   we   need   in   this   judicial   district. 
 
I have known Pete for 30+ years. He was a classmate of my younger brother and worked a family                                     
case for my mother with my older brother. I found him to be smart, thoughtful and mature beyond                                   
his years. In our family case, I felt that Pete was well prepared, put in the leg-work necessary, treated                                     
my   mother   with   respect   and   dignity   and   presented   a   case   that   put   her   in   the   best   possible   position. 
 
In dealing with Pete in my current role as Superintendent of Schools, I have seen Pete in a                                   
community service role. He has been a leader and has a community first in his approach to service                                   
work. He has proven to the people of Glasgow that he is a big picture thinker and places high                                     
importance   on   the   greater   good. 
 
If you would like to further discuss Mr. Helland’s credentials for the Seventeenth Judicial District                             
Court   Judge,   please   contact   me   through   my   office,   or   my   personal   phone   at   406-381-4604. 
 
(Electronically   signed) 
 
Bob   Connors 
Superintendent   of   Schools 
Glasgow   School   District   1A 

 

Bob   Connors,   Superintendent      ~      229   7th   Street   North      ~      Glasgow,   MT   59230      ~      connors@mail.glasgow.k12.mt.us      ~      @_Bob_Connors 

 















Helland Law Firm, pllc 

Peter L. Helland ~ phelland@hellandlawfirm.com 

Gerald T. Archambeault ~ buck@hellandlawfirm.com 

           Of Counsel                 

 

P.O. Box 512 

311 Klein Avenue 

Glasgow, Montana  59230 

Telephone: 406/228-9331 

Fax: 406/228-9335  

 
 

September 16, 2016 

 

Office of Court Administrator 

c/o Lois Menzies 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT 59620-3005 

 

Subject:  Montana Seventeenth Judicial District Judgeship 

 

To the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

 

I am presenting this letter in support of Peter L. “Pete” Helland for District Judge of the 

Seventeenth Judicial District representing Valley County, Phillips County and Blaine County. I 

am an attorney in Glasgow, Montana, having practiced law for 49 years.   

 

I have known Pete for many years prior to his working for me at my law office in Glasgow.  Pete 

was a clerk at Markle’s hardware store and a bartender at Sunnyside Country Club when I first 

knew him.  I had seen him in action several times previously when he was a running back for the 

Glasgow High School football team.  His last exploits in football were winning a football 

championship against Miles City during the 1983-84 season. 

 

He began working for me in October, 2001, as an associate attorney. He had previously worked 

for a litigation firm in Billings. In 2003, I sold my practice to Pete and I began working for him 

as an associate attorney.  In all of my years of association, I have found Pete to be competent, 

considerate and deliberate in all of his actions as an attorney.  He is a practicing Christian whom 

I know would be “fair and impartial” in his deliberations as a District Judge. 

 

Pete has had a diverse court practice in Glasgow, covering areas of jury trials (in Justice Court, 

District Court and Fort Peck Tribal Court), judge tried matters in all Courts, mediations and 

arbitration.  He also has acted as an impartial mediator in several cases which put Pete in a 

decision making situation similar to being a District Judge. 

 

On behalf of Pete, I enthusiastically support his appointment as my District Judge and request 

that his application is given due consideration by the Commission. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

GERALD T. ARCHAMBEAULT 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























Office of Court Administrator 
c/o Lois Menzies 
PO Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
September 20, 2016 
 
 
 
To the Montana Judicial Nomination Commission, 
  
                It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for Peter L. Helland for the Seventeenth Judicial 
District Judgeship. I have known Pete for approximately 20 years. Pete is a prominent, upstanding 
professional in our community and I’ve had the pleasure of serving with him on a couple of local/civic 
clubs throughout the years.   

I find the fact that Pete is pursuing this judgeship to be somewhat fated. Pete has always been a 
very serious and methodical thinker. I've never known Pete to be subversive or mean-spirited. While I 
have not utilized Pete's legal acumen personally, I have heard many good things about Pete around the 
community as he is one of our most respected lawyers.  I think that Pete would make an excellent judge 
and highly recommend him for this appointment. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
  
  
Thomas E Schultz, CRNA, PhD 
Director of Anesthesia and Pain Management 
Frances Mahon Deaconess Hospital 
621 3rd Street South 
Glasgow, MT 59230 
406.228.3667 
 





D&G$Sports$and$Western$
215$4th$Street$South$
Glasgow,$MT$59230$
(406)$228C9363$

$
$
September$22,$2016$
$
$
Office$of$Court$Administrator$
c/o$Lois$Menzies$
P.O.$Box$203005$
Helena,$MT$59620C3005$
$
$
RE:$$ Peter$L.$Helland$
$ Seventeenth$Judicial$District$
$
$
Dear$Judicial$Nomination$Commission:$
$
I$am$writing$this$letter$in$support$of$Pete$Helland$being$appointed$to$the$17th$
Judicial$District$Judge$vacancy.$$
$
Pete$Helland$has$been$a$major$asset$to$Glasgow$and$the$surrounding$communities.$
Since$his$return$to$Glasgow,$he$has$been$operating$a$successful$law$firm$and$is$
heavily$involved$in$the$community.$$He$is$extremely$family$orientated$and$respected$
within$the$community.$One$of$the$main$contributions$that$I$have$also$been$involved$
with$is$reviving$our$local$Elks$Club.$He$has$been$appointed$to$the$Board$of$Trustees$
and$has$brought$great$ideas$and$insight$to$our$meetings.$$
$
I$strongly$urge$the$Commission$to$elect$Pete$Helland$to$the$judgeship$of$the$
Seventeenth$Judicial$District.$$
$
$
Sincerely,$
$
$
$
Darrell$L.$Morehouse$
President$
$
$
$



September 23, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission

C/0 Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, Montana 59620-3005

Re: Seventeenth Judicial District Judgeship

Dear Ms. Menzies and Judicial Nomination Commision:

Iam writing in support of Peter L. Helland for the 17^*^ Judicial District Court
Judge.

We have been very fortunate to have Pete as a member of our community.

Pete is hard working, conscientious, and community minded. He is always

professional, courteous, and respectful to everyone.

Pete would represent the 17^^ Judicial District very well as Judge.

Sincerely,

Paul Tweten

Valley County Commisioner









LA W  O FFICE S O F 

TERRANCE L. TOAVS, PLLC
T E L E P H O N E : (406) 653-1624

September 26, 2016

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Application of Pete Helland for District Judge
Seventeenth Judicial District Vacancy

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing this letter to convey my strong support for Pete Helland as the next judge of the
Seventeenth Judicial District.  Pete has the expertise and experience to be an excellent judge.

My office is located in Wolf Point, Montana, and I have been practicing law on the High Line for
approximately 20 years.  My interest in writing this letter is that the Seventeen Judicial District is
a neighboring district to mine, and I handle many, many cases there. 

I have probably had more civil cases with Pete Helland on the opposing side than any other
attorney I encounter in my practice.  Pete has built an excellent private practice, and is widely
respected in the community and surrounding areas.  Pete is hard working, knowledgeable, and
very experienced in civil litigation.  In cases where he is not involved as an attorney, myself and
other members of the local bar often seek out Pete’s services as mediator.  Pete has a way of
communicating honestly and openly and people easily trust him.  

In addition to being technically well qualified, Pete has an even temperament and is always
professional.  He has earned and maintained good relationships with community leaders and the
community at large.  In my opinion, Pete Helland is an excellent choice for the position of
Seventeenth Judicial District Judge, and I support his appointment wholeheartedly.

Sincerely,

/s/ Terrance L Toavs
Terrance L. Toavs

  

429 2ND AVENUE SOUTH • WOLF POINT, M ONTANA 59201 • FACSIMILE: (406) 653-1665
(ALSO ADMITTED IN NEVADA AND CALIFORNIA)
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Tuesday, September 27, 2016 4:24 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Helland

From: Rod Karst [mailto:karst@mail.glasgow.k12.mt.us]  
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 3:45 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Seventeenth Judicial District Judgeship recommendation 
 

54271 US Hwy 2 #28 

Glasgow, MT  59230 

September 25, 2016 

  

  

Office of Court Administrator 

c/o Lois Menzies 

P.O. Box 203005 

Helena, MT  59620-3005 

  

Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

  

As part of the Seventeenth Judicial District Judgeship selection process, Mr. Peter “Pete” Helland has asked me 
to write a letter of reference on his behalf.  I, without reservation, have accepted his request. 

  

My acquaintance with Mr. Helland dates back to the days of Pete playing Little League baseball in Glasgow; 
therefore, I can honestly say I have a well-rounded knowledge of his professional background.  You are familiar 
with his educational background and general work experience; so, I won’t repeat those credentials.  Since Mr. 
Helland has returned to Glasgow, I have had ample opportunity to work with him in a few capacities.  The first 
is as a member of the Glasgow Recreation Board.  For approximately ten years, Pete has been a dynamic 
member of the board.  He is an active member of the Glasgow Recreation Department (Pete works out nearly 
every day); thus, it is vital to our board to have members who have a working knowledge of the facility.  Pete 
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has freely given his time to serve on the board; he assists the director with ideas to streamline the operation of 
the facility; he supports fundraising activities; he promotes our numerous activities; and he has offered 
suggestions for new programs.   

  

Mr. Helland is City Attorney for the City of Glasgow.  As I am the president of the Glasgow City Council, I 
work hand-in-hand with Mr. Helland.  At all times, Mr. Helland has a professional demeanor.  He works 
tirelessly to make sure the best interests of the city are met.  If he is unfamiliar with something, he will tell us 
and then he researches the item. He returns to the council/board with an informed recommendation.  His work 
with the city has been mostly on the side of reviewing contracts, ordinances, etc.  He has also done some 
prosecution work for us, but that is not his main focus for the city. The current mayor believed the job needed to 
be split between two attorneys; thus, Mr. Helland kept the most time consuming part of the job.  The working 
relationship Pete has with the members of the city council, Public Works Director, Chief of Police and City 
Clerk is excellent.  On a weekly basis, he meets with these officials, and, as needed, takes calls/visits from these 
members.  We have a regular scheduled time set up to handle city business, but Pete works beyond the time 
frame.  He has been able to handle our business and his private practice without any conflicts.  (Note:  Pete has 
always made the time to see me on all city matters.) 

  

As a friend of Pete Helland, I believe he has the qualities needed to be an excellent judge for the Seventeenth 
Judicial District.  He is knowledgeable, patient, ethical, level-headed, hard-working and goal-oriented.  Pete’s 
goal since he returned to Glasgow has been to be a District Judge. Mr. Helland is also compassionate, a family 
man, a community leader (he serves on a Glasgow Elks restructuring committee), and detailed in his work.  I 
cannot think of a better person to appoint as the next District Judge for the Seventeenth District.  It is for these 
reasons and more, I highly recommend Mr. Peter “Pete” Helland for your consideration as the new Seventeenth 
Judicial District Judge.   

  

Sincerely, 

Rod Karst 

Glasgow High School teacher  



SALLY K HICKOK, ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PO Box 375   Circle, MT 59215   Office: 406-939-3932   Fax:  406-485-2771   email:  sally1@midrivers.com 
  
 

September 24, 2016  
 
Office of the Court Administrator 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Via email: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Committee: 
 
 I highly recommend Pete Helland as the choice for the next Seventeenth Judicial 
District Court Judge.  Not only have I known Pete all of our lives, I have had the privilege of 
working with him both in my private practice since he returned to our hometown of Glasgow in 
2001 and in the McCone County Justice Court where I am the Justice of the Peace, since 2012. 
 
 Our families lived directly across the alley from each other in a neighborhood that has 
produced a number of attorneys including my friend, my former classmate and former co-
worker at Buttrey Foods in Glasgow, the Hon. Jim Rice of the Montana Supreme Court.  Also, 
both Pete and I spent a number of years working at Markle’s while in school in Glasgow, 
though not together, as Pete is a few years younger than I. 
 
 Pete was a third year law student at the University of Montana when I was a first year, 
and he was always available to offer advice and encouragement to me, as well as to others.  He 
has always had an even temperament, and he embodies the civility that we all should strive for 
as attorneys.  Pete has a reputation in the legal community as a straight shooter; he is 
responsible and trustworthy in all his dealings, while ardently representing his clients.   
 
 We are very fortunate in our neighborhood that is Eastern Montana to have intelligent, 
caring, and community minded local people who choose to come home to our area to practice 
law.  Pete will make a fine judge, and I encourage you to forward his name to Governor Bullock 
for consideration. 
 

 
       Sincerely, 
        

       S 
       Sally K. Hickok 

        

       

 



DAVID L. IRVING 
AITORNEY AT LAW 

DRAWER B • 110 5rn STREET SOUTH 

GLASGOW, MT 59230-1191 

J UDICIAL NOMINATION C OMMI SSION 

c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P. 0 . Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 

Re: Peter L. Helland 

(406) 228-2554 
Facsimile: (406) 228-4344 

September 26, 2016 

Montana Seventeenth Judicial District Nomination 

To the Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing to express my support of Peter L. Helland for the position of District Court Judge 
for Montana' s Seventeenth Judicial District. Pete and I grew up in the same community. Both he and his 
family, who are long-time residents, are well known and respected in Northeast Montana. 

In my litigation practice over the past 34 years, I have known and worked with exceptional 
attorneys and judges, including several attorneys who have advanced to serve on the bench. These 
advocates and jurists who make a sole practitioner' s tasks rewarding all exhibit similar traits: hard 
working, even temperament, knowledge on a wide range of subjects, common sense, experience in the 
courtroom, some humor, and a sincere respect for the process and the law. Pete exhibits these traits . 

Since 2001 , when Pete returned to live and practice in the Seventeenth Judicial District, I have 
gotten to know and work with him. Generally we have been on opposite sides, but Pete leaves politics 
outside the courtroom. 

The Seventeenth Judicial District is fortunate to have had two exceptional jurists known 
throughout the State: first, the Honorable Leonard H. Langen and now the Honorable John C. McKeon. 
I believe Pete Helland would continue in their tradition of excellence. 

I support Peter Helland ' s application and recommend that the Commission submit his name for 
appointment by Governor Bullock. 

DLl:dsi 

Sincerely, 

Q_/f 
David L. Irving 
Attorney at Law 































 

 
 

 
 

313 Klein Avenue Ι Glasgow, Montana 59230 Ι trg2@nemont.net 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
RE: Peter L. Helland 
       Seventeenth Judicial District 
 
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
I am writing this letter on behalf of Two Rivers Economic Growth in support of Peter L. 
Helland for the vacancy of the Seventeenth Judicial District Judge. 
 
Pete has lived in Valley County\Glasgow for most of his life and reflects the values of 
the Northeast Montanan's. Pete is respected within the community and his professional 
background exemplifies his strong work ethic as well as his character. His demonstrated 
integrity and perseverance for justice are indicative of a strong community leader.  
 
Hiring locally is important to Two Rivers and it's mission of making Valley County the 
best place to live, work and play. We hope that you will consider the qualities and 
values mentioned above and forward the name of Peter. L. Helland to Governor Bullock 
for the position of Judicial District Judge.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
TeAra M. Bilbruck 
Executive Director  
Two Rivers Economic Growth 

mailto:trg2@nemont.net




STATE OF MONTANA

TWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
Chouteau, Hill and Liberty Counties

Hill County Courthouse
315 Fourth Street, Havre, MT 59501

Phone 406.265.5481 • Fax 406.265.0160

HON. DANIEL A. BOUCHER
District Judge

ERIK RATHIE
Law Clerk

BETH HANNAH
Judicial Assistant

October 3,2016

Ladies and Gentleman:

I am offering my support for Pete Helland and/or Dan O'Brien for the position of
Judge in the 17th Judicial District Court - John McKeon's position.

Both of these gentlemen do their work, are prepared, and have both common
sense and an understanding of the law. I have never seen either of them take an
unreasonable position or otherwise try to distort the facts of the law. They are
professional, prepared, courteous, and competent.

Either of these gentlemen would be an acceptable choice in my opinion.

Sincerely,

'/
/" ://

",/ ;r# _.-/
"'/ '~,i' /' l

4:salie A. Boucher
Twelfth Judicial District Judge
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 3:02 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Helland

From: christina hillman [mailto:mymillie06@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2016 4:35 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Peter L. Helland 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to offer my public comment regarding the appointment of the Seventeenth 
Juducial District Court Judge.  
 
I believe that Peter Helland is a highly qualified candidate for this position.  I began working for Mr. Helland in 
June of 2006 as a legal assistant.  His understanding of the law and moral standing had always fascinated me. 
He has gained the trust of his clients through his strong ethical views. I have come to know Peter and his family 
and have great admiration for how he and his wife, Allison, have raised their family. Working for him had 
also fostered my vast interest of the law which led me to run for the Valley County Justice of the Peace and 
ultimately become elected.  
 
In all, I want to say that I believe Peter Helland would be the right choice to take the bench of the Seventheenth 
Judicial District Court.  
 
Sincerely,  
Christina M. Hillman 
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