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December 15, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator

P. O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

,,~~~~~,
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MICHAEL D. COK

TRAVIS W. KINZLL•A

JONATHAN M. COK

Re: 16f" Judicial District Judge Application of Nick Murnio
n

Dear Lois:

MAILING ADDRESS

P.O. Box 1105

BOZEMAN~ MONTANA

59771.1105

rx: 406.587.9465

VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL

write to support the selection of Nick Murnion as Judg
e for the 16`"Judicial District. I have known

Nick since law school. You could not ask for better 
applicant for this position. Nick was born and

raised in Garfield County and spent much of his car
eer as its County Attorney, being sworn in

shortly after his graduation from law school. Nick know
s the people of this area, he understands

their problems, he understands their lives.

Nick is a man of integrity, demonstrated time and 
again throughout his career. In particular when

he and his family and justice were under attack by
 the so-called "Freemen," Nick never wavered.

He showed impeccable courage and justice prevai
led.

Nick is the perfect fit for this position. He has the intellectual ability, the experience, 
the

background and the moral fitness to be a great judge.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours very truly,

KIN

Michael D. Cok
mikecok .cokkinzlerlaw.com
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                  23 December 2015 
 
TO:  Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
RE:  Recommendation for Nick Murnion 
 
 
As a Valley County Commissioner I have had privilege and good fortune to be able to work with Nick 
Murnion during his entire tenure as Valley County Attorney.   
 
Nick is an efficient, forthright, insightful, problem solving employee of Valley County.  He has an 
unflappable and confident presence. Nick is the most influential person on the staff of Valley County but 
he never abuses that status.   
 
His immediate staff and other employees of Valley County appreciate working with Nick because of his 
cooperative measured approach, good humor, and timely hard work.  Since it became known that Nick 
had applied for a judicial position I have repeatedly heard concern from county employees and citizens 
about the impending loss of a highly valued community personage.    
 
I believe that his measured approach to problems, logical nature, confidence, knowledge and fair 
mindedness would serve him well in a judicial position. Working with Nick has been a positive learning 
experience for me as we often discuss and consider options about matters that affect Valley County.  
Those conversations reveal the attitudes that I believe would be assets for a person in a judicial position.   
My commissioner partners have often expressed similar feelings that I list in this correspondence.    
 
I have been considering our options to replace Nick since the day I became aware of his application 
because I think it very unlikely that you will find a better candidate to fill the judge vacancy.  Valley 
County loss will be a gain for southeast Montana.   I give unqualified recommendation for Nick Murnion.   
 
 
 
Bruce Peterson 
Valley County Commissioner  
   
 
     



December 28, 2015 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 

Re: 16th Judicial District Judge Application. 

Dear Ms. Menzies and Judicial Nomination Commission: 

I am writing in support of Nickolas Murnion to fill the vacant position of District Court Judge for the 16th 
Judicial District. 

From the time I have known Nick, he has been great to work with. He is an honorable man, very thorough, 
and precise. 

The 16th District Court will be gaining an invaluable asset if Nick is appointed Judge. 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Tweten 
Valley County Commissioner 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Murnion

From: carla mcwilliams [mailto:carlamcwilliams@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:28 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Nick Murnion - letter of support 
 

  

Judicial Nomination Commission 

  

Attn:  Lois Menzies 

  

I am writing in support of the nomination of Nick Murnion as District Judge of the 16th Judicial 
District.  I worked for Nick in his private practice and as Garfield County Attorney for 29 years.  I have 
never met a more knowledgeable, honest and compassionate person.   He always gave each case 
his utmost attention before making any decisions.   He also showed his strength and true character 
during the time of the “Freeman” situation. 

  

I have no doubt that Nick would be a great asset to the Judicial system.   

  

Carla McWilliams 

Jordan, Montana 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:37 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Murnion

From: Miller, Perry  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:11 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: Recommendation of Nickolas C. Murnion to the 16th Judicial District Court Bench 
 

30 December 2015 
 
To:         Office of the Supreme Court Administrator 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
C/O Lois Menzies 
PO Box 203005   
Helena, MT 59620‐3005 

               
From:    Hon. Perry W. Miller 

                             Blaine County Justice of the Peace 
                             PO Box 1266 
                             Chinook, MT 59523  
 
 
              Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members, 
 

It is with great pleasure I write this letter of recommendation for Mr. Nickolas C. Murnion. Mr. Murnion 
has applied for the open Judgeship in the 16th Judicial District, at Forsyth, MT.  

I have been the Blaine County Justice of the Peace for the past 22 years. I have had the pleasure of 
interacting with Mr. Murnion both professionally and personally, as the Valley County Attorney for many years. 

Mr. Murnion is an outstanding attorney and one of the most professional individuals I have ever known. 
Nick’s dedication, commitment and integral approach to his duties as the County Attorney and his commitment 
to justice are of the highest standard. His work ethic is beyond reproach. Nick Murnion’s character and 
demeanor before the court and to the citizenry of Montana is unparalleled. Nick  Murnion is an extremely 
intelligent and gifted man.  

Gentlepeople of the Commission it is my belief that Nickolas C. Murnion would be an 
outstanding  District Court Judge and any consideration given him would be well placed.     

Thank you in advance for your consideration of Mr. Nick Murnion, if I can be of any further assistance in 
this matter please feel free to contact me at  406‐357‐2335 wk or 406‐357‐4218 hm. 

 
                                                                                       
                                                                                      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
                                                                                      Perry W. Miller 
                                                                                      Blaine County Justice of the Peace  
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Murnion

From: Moore, Casey  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:53 PM 
To: Menzies, Lois 
Subject: comment on Nickolas Murnion 
 
Dear Commission: 
 
I am writing to offer my support for Nickolas Murnion’s appointment as judge of the 16th Judicial District.  During my 
career I have worked with many different prosecutors.    I think Nick is an excellent County Attorney and believe he 
would be an excellent judge.  He is easy to work with, thoughtful, and interested in helping people when the situation 
presents itself.  He is approachable and always ready to listen.  
 
I believe his demeanor would be well suited  to the bench.  My experience has shown him to be both fair and impartial, 
two qualities necessary for any judge.  Nick is a hard worker.  He is familiar with rural Montana and the problems facing 
people in rural areas.  Nick has the experience to do a good job for the individuals who would appear before him if he 
were appointed.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Casey R. Moore 
Office of the State Public Defender 
334 West Court Street, Suite 3 
Glasgow, MT 59230 
Telephone (406) 228‐2101 
Fax (406) 228‐2107 
 





 

December 30, 2015 

 

Montana Supreme Court 

Justice Building  

P.O. Box 203001 

Helena, MT  59620-3001 

    Re: Nick Murnion for 16th Judicial Court Judge 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I was notified that Nick Murnion had applied for consideration as the 16th Judicial Court Judge.  Mr. 
Murnion is currently the County Attorney in Valley County.  I have worked closely with Mr. Murnion for 
approximately the last 6 years.  Initially, I was the only social worker covering Valley County for Child and 
Family Services and later I was hired as the District Supervisor for Child and Family Services covering 
Valley and several other counties.  Naturally, given the nature of my occupation, Mr. Murnion and I 
worked closely on an array of abuse and neglect cases.  This continued until May of 2015 when I 
resigned from the Department to return to school.  However, throughout my employment with the 
state, Mr. Murnion impressed me with his knowledge and professionalism.  In addition, he has 
consistently been on the forefront to improve our community and interactions between agencies.  For 
instance, when our Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) was floundering, Mr. Murnion took the incentive to 
assign an individual to reorganize this team and promote new training for our group; bringing in a 
trainer to our area.  This team is instrumental in ensuring we limit the trauma to victims, provide wrap-
around services as needed, and move forward efficiently with possible charges and convictions of 
perpetrators.  Mr. Murnion has also been instrumental in encouraging the development of a local drug 
and DUI treatment court; similar to other courts which have been so successful in a multitude of areas.  
Mr. Murnion identified the potential value of these courts to our local communities and took action.  
Again, individuals from other areas were brought in to provide training to our local providers in an 
attempt to initiate this process.   

In addition to this, Murnion has continued to educate himself, not only about the laws, but also about 
the factors which impact the individuals we work with.  For instance, when Murnion saw increasing 
arrests due to substance use and abuse, Murnion attended training regarding the impacts of a variety of 
drugs on individuals, their functioning, and their ability to recover from these drugs.  From my 
perception, it was not just about prosecution.  Murnion liked to understand what was taking place in 
individual’s lives; ensuring public safety, but also with an eye towards rehabilitation possibilities.  His 
plea agreements with parents I worked with seemed fair and just.  He was objective in his decisions, but 
also ensured he was adhering to the laws and regulations that were set forth. 



In short, considering all that I know about Mr. Murnion, I recommend his appointment as the 16th 
Judicial Court Judge.  I believe he would be a fair, objective, and apt appointment to this position.  While 
it may be a great loss for Valley County, I know that Mr. Murnion would be invaluable asset to the 16th 
district.   

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah A. Mason 









Public Comment -- Murnion 

From: christina hillman [mailto:mymillie06@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, January 03, 2016 4:19 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,
Subject: Judicial Nomination for the 16th Judicial District Court Judge

I would like to take this opportunity to submit my public comment on behalf of Nicholas C. Murnion for 
the position of the 16th Judicial District Court Judge. I am the Valley County Justice of the Peace and I 
have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Murnion in other capacities besides the courtroom such as 
the Glasgow Treatment Court team and the Valley County DUI Task Force. My opinion is that Mr. 
Murnion will show great integrity on the bench. He's has been a fantastic asset to our community and it 
would be a loss for our county. On the other hand, it would be a gain to a larger district that he would be 
able to serve. 

I ask that you consider Nicholas Murnion for the 16th Judicial District Court Justice. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely,
Christina M. Hillman
Valley County Justice of the Peace

MT Supreme Court,
Mon 1/4/2016 1:59 PM 

To:Cook, Kevin <kcook@mt.gov>; 

Page 1 of 1Public Comment -- Murnion - Cook, Kevin

1/4/2016https://webmail.mt.gov/owa/
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, January 8, 2016 3:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Murnion

From: Teddy Robertson [mailto:trobertson59337@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Support letter Nicholas Murnion 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Dear Ms. Menzies, 
    It is with great admiration and respect that I have the distinct pleasure to write this letter of support for 
Nicholas Murnion as a candidate for a Judge position. He has been a member in good standing in Garfield 
county his entire life. As our County Attorney, he has handled his share of difficult cases. He reads and 
considers each case,regardless of the seriousness, before he responds. I believe he is one of the most ethical men 
we know. He was instrumental in handling the Freeman incident back in the 90"s. I believe Nick to be a fair and 
principled man who would not demand perfection but expect accountability.  We were extremely fortunate to 
have him in our community for so many years. He is a good an honorable man. Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to share my thoughts and views about a man any law abiding community would welcome.  
 
--  
Teddy Robertson 
Commissioner Garfield County 
Jordan Montana 
406-557-2434 
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Cook, Kevin

From: MT Supreme Court,
Sent: Friday, January 8, 2016 3:51 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Murnion

From: Kay [mailto:collins@midrivers.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 8:51 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission 
 
Dear Ms. Menzies, 
  
It is with great admiration and respect that I have the distinct pleasure to write this letter of support for 
Nickolas Murnion as a candidate for a Judge position.  He has been a member in good standing in Garfield 
County his entire life.  As our County Attorney, he has handled his share of difficult cases.  He reads and 
considers each case, regardless of the seriousness, before he responds.  I believe he is one of the most ethical 
men we know.  He was instrumental in handling the Freeman incident back in the 90s.  I believe Nick to be a 
fair and principled man who would not demand perfection but expect accountability.  We were extremely 
fortunate to have him in our community for so many years.  He is a good an honorable man.  Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to share my thoughts about a man any law abiding community would welcome as a 
citizen and Judge. 
  
Thank You, 
  
Edward & Kay Collins 
  
 

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com  
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