
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620-3005 
 
 
August 14, 2015 
 
RE: Daniel Richard Wilson – Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge Vacancy 
 
 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
I am proud to say that I have known Dan Wilson for more than 20 years and he is easily one of the 
brightest attorneys that I have had the good fortune to know.  Years ago, Dan and I worked together as 
deputy county attorneys in Great Falls.  By any measure, the Cascade County Attorney’s Office was an 
extremely busy office.   We found ourselves in court nearly every day and Dan proved to be more than 
up to the task.   When we worked together, Dan calmly juggled his caseload, never missing an 
appearance nor causing stress or discomfort to the office, the courts, or opposing counsel.   Without 
being a pushover, Dan has consistently demonstrated an easy, thoughtful, and respectful style of 
practice.   In fact, as an attorney, Dan truly embodies the concept of professional courtesy.  He practices 
like we all hope to practice.    

Dan also has a wonderful sense of humor which was greatly appreciated when things got tough.  He 
proved himself to be a supportive co-worker and a loyal friend.  In the time I have known him, he has 
lived his life and practiced the profession with the utmost integrity.   He is driven to give back to his 
community and has regularly volunteered his services in the places he calls ‘home’.  There will be no 
hidden secrets in Dan’s background to cause embarrassment for anyone.    

On top of being a truly decent person, Dan also has an amazing legal mind which is keenly suited to 
being a great judge.  He does not shoot from the hip.  If he is presented with an issue or is asked a 
question, he always takes the time to actually consider what is being asked before giving a deliberate 
answer.  Over time, I can envision Dan being recognized as one of the great judges in Montana. 

I know that the Commission is reviewing a number of people to fill the vacancy.   I respectfully request 
that Dan Wilson be given the Commission’s strong recommendation for appointment as district judge.  
Whether or not Dan is appointed to fill the vacant judgeship, I can confidently and emphatically say that 
no one will be better qualified nor more worthy of the trust we all necessarily must place in our district 
judges.  

 

M. Gene Allison 
Montana Bar Member since 1990 
Bar # 2714  
 









Thomas T. Tornow, P.C., Attorneys-at-Law  
309 Wisconsin Avenue, Whitefish, MT  59937 

Telephone: (406) 862-7450     Facsimile:   (406) 862-7451     Website: www.tornowlaw.com 
 

Thomas T. Tornow, Attorney   Katherine C. Troiano, Paralegal 
tom@tornowlaw.com        katherine@tornowlaw.com 
Justin E. Pfaff, Attorney Sue A. Brown, Office Manager    
justin@tornowlaw.com sue@tornowlaw.com 

Sandra L. Bellissimo, Legal Assistant 
sandi@tornowlaw.com 

      

     August 17, 2015 

 
Judicial Nomination Commission  

c/o Lois Menzies  

mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

 

     RE: Dan Wilson & Jim Cossitt 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

I am writing to provide input on the applications of Dan Wilson and Jim Cossitt to replace the Hon. 

Ted Lympus.   

 

I have reviewed both applications and have had significant dealing with both applicants.  Neither 

is qualified to be a judge, albeit for different reasons. 

 

My observation of JP Wilson’s performance is that he is able to apply the law to the facts, but often 

fails to be able to do so in a manner that achieves justice. 

 

Although I have prevailed well before JP Wilson, there is one instance I will never forget.  I was 

in the courtroom, but it was not my case.  An elderly lady (in her 80s) from Whitefish was charged 

with misdemeanor assault for placing a kiss on her daughter-in-law’s forehead during an 

argument-hardly a situation requiring prompt administration.  The defendant was a long time 

resident of Whitefish, a former City Council member and a pillar of the community.  Although I 

don’t know, I strongly suspect this was the first and only time she had been charged with a crime.  

She retained a local attorney.  Shortly before the bench trial, her lawyer’s mother fell, broke her 

hip, and was dying.  The attorney flew to Texas to be at his mother’s bedside for her final 

moments.  The defendant was terrified of going to trial without an attorney.  I don’t recall for 

certain, but my recollection is that her attorney had contacted me by email and asked me to request 

JP Wilson to continue the trial until he could return.  I definitely recall that the defendant made the 

same request of me in the courtroom.  I communicated the situation to JP Wilson and requested 

the matter be continued.  JP Wilson denied the request on the basis that I was not the defendant’s 

attorney.  That was factually correct, and may have been the correct application of the law, but 

was clearly not justice.  A judge who wanted to apply the law to the facts to achieve justice would 

have continued the matter on the court’s own initiative to allow the defendant to have the benefit of 

counsel.  The defendant was convicted, which may have been the result with or without counsel, 

but it was not a just administration of the case. 
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I have also observed that JP Wilson is verbally abusive to pro se parties.  I have not observed the 

same lack of courtesy to attorneys.  I know that JP Wilson aspires to, and ran for, the District 

Court bench.  I think he views the JP position as a consolation prize and/or on-deck position, and 

he clearly evinces that he is not happy as JP.   

 

Mr. Cossitt is fundamentally dishonest, and has anger management and personality issues that 

make him unqualified to be a judge in any capacity. 

 

Shortly after Mr. Cossitt moved to Montana, I referred a case to him.  Before doing so, I requested 

his hourly rates in writing and reviewed them with my client.  Mr. Cossitt then billed the client at 

a higher rate.  When I brought this to his attention, he claimed that he has sent the client and me an 

outdated fee schedule.  I insisted that he honor the rates provided to the client and he agreed.  Mr. 

Cossitt then missed a filing deadline in the case.  He agreed move to have the default set aside at 

no cost to my client.  Before filing, Mr. Cossitt sent me a copy of his Motion to Set Aside the 

Default.  The draft Motion contained information that I knew to be false.  After consulting with 

another attorney, I communicated to Mr. Cossitt that if he submitted the Motion as drafted, as an 

officer of the Court, I would have to bring the falsehood to the Court’s attention.  Mr. Cossitt 

described his plan as “a brain fart” and agreed not to submit the false information.  The default 

was set aside, but Mr. Cossitt billed the client for those efforts despite his agreement not to.  The 

client submitted the billing issue to the Bar’s fee arbitration process.  Mr. Cossitt refused to 

participate and the arbitrators ruled in the client’s favor.  A District Court Judge cannot have 

“brain farts,” particularly involving dishonesty. 

 

Mr. Cossitt’s anger management/personality problems are well known among the local Bar.  His 

2001 felony assault with a weapon involved him firing at a person and/or the person’s dog when 

the dog bumped him while skijoring.  Although his application describes the charge as having 

been dismissed, I believe that was the result of a deferred prosecution agreement in which he 

tendered a plea of guilty.  His application shows a subsequent 2008 conviction.  He has had 

numerous angry conflicts with clients, employees and fellow attorneys that clearly evidence that 

he is unqualified to be a judge.     

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office.   

   

Sincerely, 

 

THOMAS T. TORNOW, P.C. 

 

 

By:  Thomas T. Tornow 

           Thomas T. Tornow
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: Rex Boller [mailto:r3x@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:01 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nominiation - Lois Menzies 
 
I would like to recommend Dan Wilson as a replacement for Retiring Judge Ted O'Lympus in Flathead County District 
Court.  I have known Dan Wilson for many years and he is well respected and has done an outstanding job as two terms 
in Justice Court, and would do a very good job for all of the citizens of Flathead County.  
  
 In particular for Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of which I have been for 15 years, and which Judge 
O'Lympus has been great, I know Dan Wilson would be equally good, and this is a very important need. 
  
Dan would not let politics influence his work and accordingly should not influence the appointment of Dan Wilson for this 
judgeship. 
  
Thank you for your consideration, 
  
(I have enclose my summary resume for your review). 
  
I would appreciate if you would acknowledge receiving this email 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rex Boller, CPA 
Certified Appraiser 
(Business & Real Estate) 
Real Estate Broker, Consultant 
  
320 Lakeside Blvd. 
Lakeside, MT 59922 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 3:07 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: R. Ashton [mailto:snoshoe_2@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 5:31 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: public comment for judicial nominees 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern; 
  
Richard De Jana: 
  
It is my understanding attorneys in good standing may apply.  This does not apply to 
Richard De Jana.  He currently has a stalking charge filed against him by me with the 
county attorney's office.  There are two law suits in federal court against him also.  He has 
abused the legal system seriously violating ADA laws, caused many others to be brought 
into suit due to his actions.  Caused me multiple irreparable harm including defamation, 
and frankly his client he is representing against me should be suing him also. 
I believe it can be shown he just recently deliberately lost a case for another client. 
  
Judge Daniel Wilson: 
  
While it would seem he would be the most reasonable choice, already being a judge, I 
believe he is not ready to take on the role in Flathead District Court.  He recently gave a 
copy of a request for a TOP to the offender, without a hearing granted, this is NOT to be 
done.  Offender was the above, Richard De Jana. 
  
While I have no personal experience with the rest, the things I have heard of the others, 
leads me to believe the best choice, and who might actually remember their job is working 
for truth and justice for we the people, would be John Quatman.   
 
Sincerely, 
Robin Ashton 



 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
Attn: Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P. O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005      24 August 2015 
 
 
Dear Lois Menzies, 
 
I write to support the request for appointment to the Montana District Court Judgeship for Flathead 
County of the Honorable Dan Wilson. I have known Mr. Wilson for fifteen years and have served with 
him on the board of the Daybreak Rotary Club of Kalispell. I see him nearly every week and have plenty 
of opportunity to discuss various issues and topics with him. 
 
Dan Wilson is a man of total integrity and has always displayed sound and principled judgement. He is a 
hard working Justice who has cleared a large backlog of cases in his court. Dan Wilson is an incredibly 
intelligent person who works well with all kinds of people in a productive, thoughtful, and civil manner. 
He would be a superb Montana District Court judge. For these reasons I strongly recommend that the 
Commission select Dan Wilson for the vacancy to the District Court in the Flathead County. 
 
If I can help his application in any manner, please contact me at the addresses below. Thanks. 
 
Yours,  
 
 
 
James Scott Wheeler 
Colonel and US Military Academy Professor (retired) 
1110 Bald Rock Road 
Kalispell, Montana 
59901 
Email: jwheeler@bigsky.net 
406 755 0003   

mailto:jwheeler@bigsky.net
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2015 3:56 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: R. Ashton [mailto:snoshoe_2@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Saturday, August 22, 2015 2:13 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: public comment, Judge Wilson 
 
This is a follow up to my previous comment.   
In the TOP I requested, it specifically says: "In signing a dismissal or denial of protection 
order, you the judge acknowledge you have fully read this application and are in support of 
bullying, emotional abuse, causing people to be made suicidal, and have no care for the 
people in Flathead County." 
 
The application, previously mentioned was signed with no comment on this.  I do not 
believe Judge Wilson even read my application before denying it with no hearing allowed. 
I applied a motion to allow a hearing, per application instructions, which was also denied. 
 
How does this protect the public, or justice? 
 
Sincerely, 
Robin Ashton 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 3:24 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: Bruce Young [mailto:byoung@montanabythelake.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2015 3:53 PM 
To: McLaughlin, Beth 
Subject: 11th District Court Nominations. 
 

Montana Committee for Court Nominations. 
  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  
Thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the parties who have 
submitted an application for the 11th District Court to replace Judge 
Lympus. 
  
The Flathead Court has had the stability of good judgment of the laws for 
many years and we hope and expect to see this fine record 
continue.   We hope you fill this position with an individual who has the 
ability to see both sides of the issues and apply them correctly in 
interpreting the law.  We also like the new Judge to be efficient , 
competent, and non partial in rendering their decisions. 
As a life long resident and a follower of our courts it is my honor to 
recommend Dan Wilson to you as a highly competent  applicant for the 
position as Judge in the 11th District Court. 
  I believe Dan Wilsons past training both as a prosecutor and 
defendant’s  lawyer, as well as his private practice and his 5 years as a 
Justice of the Peace give him the best platform to step into Judge Lympus 
former position with as little disruption as possible in maintaining speedy 
justice in the Flathead.   
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Dan Wilsons skill set, make him a perfect man for the job.  I might add 
Dan Wilson is a well  respected family man and  community member who 
has put in 20 good years of broad based legal services to people in the 
Flathead Valley. 
I thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the applicants and 
for your service to this process. 
Sincerely, 
Bruce A. Young  
Box 91  
Lakeside,Mt.59922 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 3:04 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: Mark Holston [mailto:mholston@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 10:17 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Flathead Co. District Judge letter of support 
 
 

Mark Holston 
104 Northern Lights Blvd. 

Kalispell, MT 59901 
 

mholston@bresnan.net 
406.752.8959 

 

 
September 1, 2015 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005  
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is my pleasure to offer this brief statement in sincere support of Daniel Richard Wilson 
to be appointed to the position of district court judge for the 11th Judicial District in 
Flathead County.  
 
I have known Dan for over 25 years. I’ve seen him accept and carry out an important 
leadership role in the local Democrat Party, serve with distinction as a member of the 
Flathead County Attorney’s office, and earn well-deserved respect in his elected position 
as justice of the peace. Our paths have crossed frequently, and I know him to be a 
devoted family man and a civic-minded leader who is highly regarded in our community.
 
His professional activities as an attorney, a member of the county attorney office’s legal 
staff, and an elected JP make him uniquely qualified to serve the citizens of Flathead 
County as their next district court judge.  
 
Dan has the even-handed temperament, wisdom, legal knowledge and variety of life 
experiences that will serve him well on the bench. I heartily suggest that you give him 
the highest consideration and I am confident that when his qualifications are closely 
examined, Dan will emerge as the clear and logical choice to fill this important position. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Mark Holston 
 
Mark Holston 
 
PS: Signed paper copy is being mailed as well. 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 3:03 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: Tracy Axelberg [mailto:tracy@axelbergmediation.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 9:03 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Eleventh Judicial District 
 
Dear Commissioners‐ 
I am writing to commend to you my friend and colleague, Dan Wilson, for the seat vacated through the retirement of 
the Hon. Ted Lympus. 
I have known Dan for 17 years.  We practiced together in Kalispell as members of the Northwest Montana Bar and I have 
served as a mediator in a number of cases in which Dan was representing one of the parties.  Most recently, Dan has 
served our bar with distinction as a Justice of the Peace. 
I litigated civil cases in Montana from 1986‐2011, all over the state.  I have come to appreciate a judge who has good 
temperament, a steady, unflinchingly honest hand and a solid work ethic.  Dan has these qualities and would serve well 
the people of the Eleventh Judicial District. 
Please give Dan your serious consideration.  Thank you. 
 
Tracy Axelberg 
Axelberg Mediation and Arbitration, PLLC 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:29 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: Bob Wood [mailto:BWood@helenamt.gov]  
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 11:08 AM 
To: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov. 
Subject: 11th Judicial District 
 
Re:  Dan Wilson 
Members of the Commission: 
Please excuse the e‐mail. 
I write to support my colleague, Dan Wilson.  I have gotten to know Dan at judge meetings.  He and I worked on a 
presentation at Judges' School.  Frankly, he carried the vast amount of preparation when I took ill.  He handled the extra 
work with grace and humor. He is known to all of us as one of the brightest and knowledgeable members of our 
judiciary.  He is also a genuinely nice man.  His demeanor would serve him well on the bench. I hope you will allow Dan 
to show you what we already know.  He is and will be a fine judge. 
Respectfully,  
Bob Wood 
 
Robert J. Wood, Judge 
Helena Municipal Court 
228 Broadway 
(406)447‐8465 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: Todd Hammer [mailto:toddhammer@attorneysmontana.com]  
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 8:13 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Recommendation for Dan Wilson 
 

Judicial nominations committee: 
 
Please let this e-mail and letter serve as an endorsement of any Dan Wilson for the position of District 
Judge in the Montana Eleventh Judicial District of the State of Montana, replacing the Hon. Ted  O. 
Olympus, who is now retired. 
 
I have known Dan for many years.  When he was in private practice, as a litigator, he was known for 
his trial skills. He was a zealous advocate of his clients. He was also an able trial lawyer who could 
handle difficult cases involving complex and difficult direct and cross examinations. 
 
I have also known him as he has sat for several years on the bench as a Justice of the Peace. His 
temperament is among the best. He Is able to balance the interests of the opposing sides, he is able 
to sift through and analyze various positions of the parties, and he is skilled at researching the law 
and applying the law to the facts of the case.  He is fair in his judgments, and he would make an 
excellent District Court Judge. 
 
He brings to the bench an excellent demeanor. He is calm, reserved and an intelligent person under 
fire.  His personality traits are consistent with being a good judge. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
Portions of this e-mail were transcribed using voice recognition software.  Every effort was made to ensure 
accuracy; however, inadvertent computerized transcriptions errors may be present, and we apologize for any 
errors. 
 
DO NOT read, copy or disseminate this communication unless you are the intended addressee.  This e-mail 
communication contains confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the addressee.  If you have 
received this communication in error, please call us (collect) immediately at (406) 755-2225 and ask to speak 
to the sender of the communication.  Also, please reply e-mail to the sender and notify the sender immediately 
that you have received the communication in error. 
 
Thank you for your assistance.  
  
Todd A. Hammer 
Hammer, Jacobs & Quinn, PLLC  
100 Financial Drive, Suite 100 
P.O. Box 7310  
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Kalispell,  MT  59904-0310  
Telephone No:  (406) 755-2225 
Facsimile No:   (406) 755-5155 
e-mail:   toddhammer@attorneysmontana.com 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:27 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment:  Wilson

From: Patricia Tucker [mailto:timberlady@ix.netcom.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 11:53 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: RE: Daniel R. Wilson - 11th Judicial District Court Judge Candidate 
 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
Attn: Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT  59620‐3005 
 
September 3, 2015 
 
Honorable Commission Members, 
 
Regarding the formidable task of a replacement for the retiring Honorable Judge O. Lympus, as a resident of 
Flathead County, I have spent some time reviewing the backgrounds of all the applicants. The residents of 
Flathead County deserve a District Judge who is non‐biased; one who is chosen by merit and NOT by political 
attachments or political contributions. 
   
Daniel R. Wilson already has an exceptional background as a JP, and the only candidate with experience on the 
bench; highly respected by his colleagues. Dan, with his tenacity to get all the facts, his integrity, his honesty 
and respect for the law strongly suggests that he is the better choice to be the next 11th Judicial District Court 
Judge. Dan is a very honorable man on the bench, in the community, and as a trusted friend. I trust that your 
decision will be based on merit and not on politics. 
 
Thank you for allowing public comment for this most important court position. 
 
Patricia Tucker 
247 E. Many Lakes Drive 
Kalispell, MT  59901 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: John Anderson [mailto:minajohn1@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, September 07, 2015 7:01 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Dan Wilson for District Judge 
 
 
We recommend Dan Wilson for District Judge. He is an honest Christian man and has done a good 
commendable job as a Judge and Lawyer in the Flathead Valley. 
 
Sincerely, John and Mina Anderson 
Kalispell, Montana 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2015 4:52 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: cainsmith@centurytel.net [mailto:cainsmith@centurytel.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 4:26 PM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Cc: Mike Smith; cainsmith@centurytel.net 
Subject: Dan Wilson - MT District Court Seat 
 
To the Judicial Nomination Commission: 
 
We urge you to name Dan Wilson to replace Judge Ted O. Lympus.  Experience is extremely important and 
because Dan possesses experience as a judge he stands out from the other candidates.  Dan's daughter has 
attended school with our children, so we have had the pleasure of knowing him for years.  He is an extremely 
well respected member of the community and we are fortunate to have him in public service.  We appreciate 
your consideration.  Mike Smith and Kirsten Cain Smith, Kalispell 





Thomas J. Esch 
Attorney at Law 
4 Meridian Court 

Kalispell, MT 59901 
(406) 257-1957 

 

September 11, 2015 

Sent via Email to: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Attention: Lois Menzes, Judicial Nomination Commission 

I write in Support of Dan Wilson to be the next Flathead District Judge. 

When I was the Flathead County Attorney twenty years ago I hired Dan to be a 

prosecutor.  That was one of my best decisions.  He has since become a personal 

and professional friend, and I have seen close hand his work as a prosecutor, 

defense counsel, litigator, judge and community leader.  All of which has 

prepared him now to serve as our next District Judge. 

Dan is very experienced in criminal law.  He knows the codes, respects the 

Constitution and has great compassion for crime victims.  He also respects law 

enforcement and is always available to review and issue search warrants. 

As a Judge I know that Dan is also on top of his busy civil docket.  I have served as 

his Judge Pro Tem when he is absent and know that his desk is organized and his 

files are complete. He treats counsel and litigants with dignity and respect.  We 

need a Judge that can stay on top of the caseload, and Dan has demonstrated this 

ability. 

Dan believes in a fair and impartial bench.  He is beholding to no particular 

segment of the bar, such as the plaintiff’s bar or the defense bar.  Everybody starts 

with a clean slate and fair shake. 

Dan has a strong community spirit, have served as our Rotary President, is active 

in the Lions Club and has been active in his church.  He values his marriage and is 

an outstanding father. 

Thus it is without reservation that I enthusiastically recommend Dan for 

appointment as our next District Judge. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Esch 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:04 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: Astrea Benesh [mailto:astreaceleste.1991@gmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:21 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission C/o Lois Menzies 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to put forth my voice in support of Daniel Richard Wilson as district court judge. Due to his 
unbiased approach and strict adherence to the Constitution, I believe him to be the best candidate for the job.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
Astrea Benesh 
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Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois
Sent: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:03 PM
To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Wilson

From: Star Benesh [mailto:starlight.1991@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:18 AM 
To: MT Supreme Court, 
Subject: Judicial Nomination Commission C/o Lois Menzies 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to put forth my voice in support of Daniel Richard Wilson as district court judge. Due to his 
unbiased approach and strict adherence to the Constitution, I believe him to be the best candidate for the job. 
 
Thank you for your time,  
Grace Benesh 



510 O'Neill Creek Road 

Kalispell, Montana 59901 

September 12, 2015 

Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, Montana 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission, 

It is my understanding that Mr. Daniel Wilson has applied for District Court Judge for the 11th 

Judicial District to fill the vacancy left by Judge Ted Lympus. 

Please allow my husband and I to comment on Mr. Wilson, whom we call "Dan." 

My husband, Dave Turk, and I have known Dan for nearly 15 years. As a partner in Wilson and 
Measure, P.C., Dan was a client of our business, Computer Junction. Over the course of time, 
Dave and Dan became friends as well as business associates. They are friends to this day due to 
their camaraderie and mutual respect, a respect which, for our part, deepened toward Dan 
during a legal dispute in which we found ourselves. 

In November, 2006, Dave and ! were attempting to collect, through Small Claims Court, a very 
small sum from a former client, who also happened to be an attorney. After unsuccessful 
mediation in early 2007, the defendant moved our case per Rule 2, M.J.C.C.R.C.P., to Justice 
Court. For the amount Dave and I were owed, there seemed to be no sense in hiring an 
attorney. At the same time, this was a matter of principle, and we were reluctant to let it go. 
Dave mentioned our dilemma to Dan, and Dan agreed to represent us without billing us. If we 
lost, Dan would not get paid at all, and he understood this, but was willing to take the case for 
the same reason that we were reluctant to drop it: principle. 

From the very beginning, Dan worked tirelessly on our behalf. I flooded him with paperwork. 
He poured through the minutiae. He asked questions and I emailed him with more details. He 
always responded graciously, quickly, and cheerfully to all of my questions and concerns. In all 
of our 17 years of business, I have never been treated as respectfully as I was by Dan during this 
time. He never skimmed through my correspondence. Clearly, as is the mark of an attorney, he 
is intelligent. But he really paid attention and followed through, no matter how trivial! feared 
my concerns might be. What really struck me, and what I will never forget, is that Dan Wilson is 
a very good listener. 



Dan would not be a successful attorney if he were not quick on his feet. But, as I learned from 
the above-referenced experience, in which Dan was once again successful, not all attorneys are 
walking pillars of integrity. Dan Wilson is. Not all attorneys, to my surprise, are good listeners 
either. But I believe this goes along with integrity. Dan is solid and sure of himself. He can 
afford, intellectually, to relax and be gracious and have good manners, even under pressure. It 
is as natural for him to be courteous and thus a good listener as it is to have integrity. It's just 
who he is. It takes no effort for him at all. 

If there were two qualities, and only two, that a judge had to possess, above and beyond 
"intelligence" and "quick-on-the-feet," (which should be givens considering the pool of 
applicants) I believe I would choose "integrity" and "good listener." 

I cannot express heartily enough how highly I recommend Dan Wilson for District Court Judge 
forthe 11th Judicial District. 

~c~ Sincerely, 
:~ • n ·....._.- !/ 

v··{}Lc-. 1'7'1 . ) L'-'1...//IL. 

Colleen M. Turk David C. Turk 



  
Judicial Nomination Commission 
c/o Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov 
 
September 12, 2015 
 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
     I am writing in support of Dan Wilson to fill the vacancy for district court judge in the 
11th Judicial District in Flathead County. 
     Currently I am serving my fifth term as elected Justice of the Peace for Sweet Grass 
County and appointed as Big Timber City Judge.  I also serve as president of the 
Montana Magistrate’s Association (MMA) which in turn puts me on the Commission for 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.  It is through this service that I know Dan Wilson and 
recommend him for district court judge. 
     Dan was elected to serve as Justice of the Peace in Flathead County in 2011 and he 
instantly became an active member of the MMA which represents limited court judges in 
Montana.  Dan has worked with our legislative committee extensively.  He has reviewed 
proposed legislation, drafted changes to bills, prepared fact sheets and testified before the 
legislature.  He has a keen ability to interpret legal writing and to express himself 
professionally and effectively. 
     Dan also serves on a committee with me that is creating and revising forms for limited 
court judges.  His attention to detail is incredible.  Coupled with his patience and 
foresight to anticipate the impact of changes, he is a cherished member of this working 
committee. 
     I also have the pleasure of attending the mandatory biannual limited court trainings 
with Dan.  He is an active participant in our trainings and has been a presenter as well.  
Again, he is well spoken and represents the judiciary with dignity and thoughtfulness. 
     Based on my working experience with Dan, I can attest to his high quality judicial 
skills. He is a practical judicial officer that gets work done.  He has the appropriate 
knowledge, temperament and desire to serve as a neutral magistrate.  Quite frankly, Dan 
would be missed as a limited court judge but revered as a district court judge. 
     I highly recommend Dan Wilson for district court judge.  Dan has high standards, 
morals and values.  He will bring intelligence, fairness, efficiency and a notable work 
ethic to district court.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jessie Connolly 
 
Jessie Connolly, Sweet Grass County Justice of the Peace 

mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
















 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission  
c/o Lois Menzies  
Office of Court Administrator  
P.O. Box 203005 Helena, MT 59620-3005  
 
 
September 11, 2015  
 
RE: Daniel Richard Wilson – Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge Vacancy  
 
 
Dear Members of the Commission, 
 
I would like to add my voice of support for Dan Wilson for the District Court Judge 
vacancy.  Dan is a friend and someone who I believe has the demeanor, 
temperament and intellect to be a great judge.  Some people are born to be many 
things, Dan is born to be a judge.  He comes from a family lineage of justices.  In our 
talks he seems to always have the right judicial temperament to find a solution that 
is within the law and seen to be fair. 
 
Dan is a longtime member of the community, family man, and is involved in many 
groups here.  The community has elected Dan as justice because he is seen as a fair 
and impartial purveyor of the law.  My view as a legislator is that the judicial branch 
needs to be impartial and implement the law.   
 
Dan has a stellar reputation and if selected to be a district judge will serve with 
integrity.  I am very proud to endorse Dan for District Judge. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Bruce Tutvedt 
State Senator, District 3 
Kalispell, MT 



Law Offices of Eduardo Gutierrez-Falla 
 

Tenth and Main Center      E. Gutierrez-Falla, Esq. 
1001 South Main Street      Jennifer Miller, Paralegal 
Kalispell, Montana 59901 
Telephone: (406) 755-2550 
Telefax: (406) 257-1090 

 
September 14, 2015 

 
   
Members of the Commission: 
 
This letter is submitted in support of Judge Dan Wilson’s application for appointment to the 
Flathead County District Court bench. 
 
The transition from practicing attorney to judge is often neither easy nor successful.  
Although I do not doubt but that several of the current applicants might well become good 
judges, I submit that only time would tell.  However, solely in the case of Judge Wilson, time 
has already told.  He has proven to be an exceptionally knowledgeable, consistent, 
unbiased, and immensely hard-working jurist throughout the 4.5 years he has presided as a 
Flathead County Justice of Peace.  Doubtless he would continue to be such were he 
appointed to the Flathead County District Court bench. 
 
As proof of his commitment to a career in the judiciary, Judge Wilson is the only current 
applicant (but one) who has actually run for the such office in a general election.  Among all 
of the applicants, he is the only one who has actually been elected to the judiciary by the 
voters of Flathead County.  Twice.  Most recently, in excess of 20,000 Flathead County 
voters cast their ballots to return him to office as one of two Flathead County Justices of the 
Peace.  I suggest this is a not inconsiderable fact given that whoever may be appointed to 
the District Court will need run in a primary election not long after his or her appointment  
and, if successful in the primary, in a general  election some five months later. 
 
Roughly 20% of a Flathead District Court Judge’s caseload comprises criminal cases and the 
issuance of warrants and investigative subpoenas relative thereto.  Judge Wilson 
prosecuted misdemeanor and felony criminal cases in Flathead County for 5 years.  He then 
defended criminal cases in Flathead County as a public defender for 6 months years and 
thereafter as a private attorney for 11 years.  He also defended criminal cases in Montana 
Federal District Court as a court-appointed attorney for 10 years.  He appealed and argued 
cases to and at the Federal Circuit Court on 3 occasions.  He has tried hundreds of criminal 
cases. 
 
Approximately 20% of a Flathead County District Court Judge’s caseload comprises family 
law cases.  For approximately 11 years while in private practice Judge Wilson represented 



clients in such matters. 
 
Nearly 40% of a Flathead County District Court Judge’s caseload comprises general civil 
litigation.  While in private practice, Judge Wilson represented clients in probate; 
construction; foreclosure; contract; personal injury; guardianship; and other civil cases. 
 
Thus, Judge Wilson has substantial experience in the areas of law which constitute 
approximately 80% of the cases heard by Flathead District Court judges. Again, I submit 
this should be an essential consideration in deciding whom to appoint to the Flathead 
County District Court since the appointed judge will immediately assume a substantial 
caseload in addition to then being assigned his or her share of all new cases filed. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
E.  Gutierrez-Falla, Esq. 
 
 



September 11, 2015 
 
 
Judicial Nomination Commission 
℅ Lois Menzies 
Office of the Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 203005 
Helena, MT 59620-3005 
 
 
RE:  - Daniel Richard Wilson - Applicant for the Eleventh Judicial District Judgeship 
 
 
Dear Members of the Commission: 
 
I am recommending Dan Wilson for the District Judge position for the Eleventh Judicial District 
that is currently vacant.  I am a Vice President and Branch Manager for a regional bank in 
Northwest Montana.  Since I am not an attorney or an expert in the law the best perspective I can 
provide is a reference to Dan’s character.  
    
I had the pleasure of meeting Dan shortly after moving to Kalispell just over 10 years ago.  Dan 
and I are both members of Rotary International.  It was through our involvement in Rotary that 
we got to know one another.  The core principals of Rotary include applying the highest level of 
integrity and ethical standards in the decisions we make and in the actions we take.  These 
principles apply both to how we conduct ourselves in our occupations and in our daily lives.  
Without exception, Dan has always demonstrated the highest level of integrity, ethics and 
professionalism in his decision making and his actions.   
 
Another core principal of Rotary is a commitment to community service.  Dan has certainly 
demonstrated his commitment to community through the many projects our local Rotary club is 
committed to.  However his commitment to service goes well beyond his involvement in Rotary.  
I have witnessed his willingness to apply his knowledge and skills to provide goodwill within the 
community to those in need.  Dan is also a devoted family man.  Dan’s dedication to his family 
and raising his daughter to be an educated, thoughtful, productive, independent young leader is 
making a huge contribution to our community.  Dan has also demonstrated his commitment to 
community service through his career in his role as a Justice of the Peace for Flathead County.  
His track record as a Justice of the Peace will serve as an excellent indicator of the performance 
you can expect from Dan in the role of District Court Judge. 
 
Through our many interactions over the years it is evident that Dan is very intelligent, fair, 
ethical, competent and practical.  It is clear that he has a broad understanding of the law and he 
possesses exceptional communication skills.  The combination of his character, his commitment 
to his family and community, and his experience as a Justice of the Peace will make Dan an 
exceptional District Court Judge.   
 



Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
Mark Armstrong 
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