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1. Judicial Nomination Commission
: “¢/0-L.ois Menzies |
Office of the Court Administrator
P.0). Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Amy Eddy

AT
'Gom‘m1ssmn members:

Asa litigator in Flathead County over the past 30 years, I am very familiar
| w1th the caseload and challenges to efficient administration of justice in the
o Eleventh Judicial District..T am also famlllar with the legal skllls of Amy Eddy. 1
. WOuld strongly recommend her to you as the apphcant with the intelligence,
s reputatlon decisive reasoning, efticient writing and balanced judgment to best
a serve the judiciary in this county

| I urge the commlttee to take advantage of the great opportunity to fill the
N ﬂpe Itl()ﬂ Vacated b} Judge L ympu'-“s Wlth such an. outatandmg awyer.

Yours sincerely,
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August 14, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o L.ois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P. O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Amy Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies: -

This letter is being provided to you in wholehearted support of Amy Eddy’s application to
fill the open Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge position due to Judge Lympus’ recent
retirement.

We have both been actively practicing civil litigation in Flathead County for 36 combined
years. We have known Amy since she started practicing law in Kalispell in 2001. During
that time, we have worked with Amy on several cases and Michael has also conducted
nhumerous mediations for her. We quickly came to realize how bright and professional Amy
is. We can certainly represent to you that Amy enjoys an outstanding reputation here in
the Flathead Valley.

Amy’s background has shown her true leadership skills, being an officer of the Northwest
Montana Bar Association, a former President of the Montana Trial Lawyers Association
(2011), and a past board member of the Montana Justice Foundation. Amy has also
chaired the MTLA Amicus Committee and won the MTLA Appellate Advocacy award in
2012. More pertinent to her application, Amy has extensive civil litigation experience and
would be well able to handle the full and complex caseload she would face as a District
Court Judge. We are aware of all the applicants for this position and can state
unequivocally that Amy is the most qualified and would do the best job.

For the above reasons and more, we urge the Judicial Nomination Committee to seriously
consider Amy’s application. It would be our honor to discuss Amy’s quallifications at any
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time with any member of the UNC, if requested. Thank you for considering our letter,

Sincerely,
VISCOMI & GERSH, PLLP

T T,




KORTUM LAW OFFICE, riic

- ATTORNEY AT LAWw -

[ Santﬂna-N. Gabﬂ“el'o, ESq. 1382 Ail-port Road
it i o Leslie Ko Bahny Katispell, Montana 59901

.o+ Christina:Schauer j : o TELEPHONE (406) 257-7944
S FacsmiLe (406) 257-7945

August 14, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: 11" Judicial District Court Seat
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomihation Commission:

| am writing to recommend Amy Eddy for the open judge seat in the Eleventh
Judicial District. My civil litigation practice has been based in Kalispell the last
ten years and | am familiar with all of the judges, including Judge Lympus who
announced his retirement. All of our hard working Eleventh District Court judges
have faced substantial challenges with heavy docket loads for years now. The
applicant chosen for this seat will have to possess skills that can handle a heavy
docket load while possessing sound knowledge of the law.

Amy Eddy has practiced in Kalispell, since 2001. Out of all of the applicants, she
is the only applicant/candidate in full-time active private practice and the only
candidate with the most complex civil litigation expertise. She has argued before
the Montana Supreme Court and handled extensive appellate briefing while
covering vast areas of the law,

A number of times, | have heard Ms. Eddy explain to her clients the law at issue
and the reasons some of their issues would not succeed under the law. She had
the ability to do so in a straight unbiased manner. [t takes a special kind of
individual to explain complex law to a layperson in such a manner that the
layperson understands the law after the discussion. She is a bright and qualified
applicant who would be an excellent choice for this judicial seat.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this recommendation. Should additional
information be needed, please do not hesitate to contact me.




Warmest Regards,

KogTum Law OFFICE, P.L.L.C.

tana N. Caballero




MCKENNA & STARIN
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Sydney E. McKenna e Justin Starin
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August 13, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Amy Eddy
Dear Commissioners:

I recommend that you select Amy Eddy as a nominee to fill the position of state
district judge in the Eleventh Judicial District. Amy is a fine civil lawyer with a
brilliant legal mind. She has presented many, many cases to the Montana Supreme
Cpurt as an advocate and as amicus curie. 1 have known Amy since law school.
Since then Amy has done more than any of our peers to promote Montanans’
access to justice. - Amy will be an excellent judge.

Sincerely,

Justln Starin

815 East Front Street, Suite 4A » PO Box 7009 e Missoula, MT 59807-7009
©406.327.0800 * Fax: 406.327.8706 * Toll Free: 888.263.2185
www.mslawmt.com
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August 13, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Ms. Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.0. Box 203005 .

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Committee Mcm_lﬁer_s’:
Amy Eddy should be the riext District Court Judge in Flathead County.

I have known Amy for nearly 12 years. I have had the privilege of working with her,
When I first met her, 1 was immediately impressed not only by her superior intellect and
communication skills, but by her maturlty and compassmn 1 know I am not alone in this
observation. -

Amy works hard at this challengmg professmn Her Iegal experlence is diverse and deep.
I am not surprised that she has earned.the-highest possible rating from Martindale-Hubbell. Few
lawyets think or write as well as Amy. Few lawyers are able to work through complex facts and
difficiilt legal theories as well as she does: She has:also’ impressed judges: Her: argumerits stand
on strong factual and legal foundations, and she prepares for argiients thoroughly. 'She is ready
to answer tough questlons and to meet difficult and sometimes thorny problems.

Amy is a natural leader. - The Montana Trial Lawyers Association recognized this trait,
and elected her to serve as its President relatively early in her career. She has earned the respect
of even the most hardened lawyers by working hard and committing to excellence. She expects a
lot of herself, and is able to make those around her better with this expectation. She is courteous
and professional. She will have no trouble carrying herself with an appropriate judicial
demeanor,

Amy walks the walk of professionalism. She continues to volunteer substantial time to
write briefs and argue cases pro bono on challenging legal issues. She teaches on a volunteer
basis at the Law School. Students could have no better role model. She has served on her local
school board as a trustee. She volunteers with local organizations. She and her husband, Mitch,
are ralsmg two 1mpresswe kldS

Amy should be the top candidaté’ for thls 1mp0rtant appomtment T uncondltlonally urge
her selectlon and appomtment I am ava:lable at any tlme to answer questlons Thank -you :

Smcerely, R S

o . :""n"!'—.‘ 3

BEST LAW OFFICES P. C

igabeth A. Best, Esq.
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August 13, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commisston
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: 11" Judicial District, Flathead County
Amy Eddy '

Dear Ms, Menzies:

I am pleased to wholeheartedly recommend Amy Eddy as the best candidate to the fill the
vacancy in the District Court here in Flathead County.

Amy is one of the most respected lawyers in northwest Montana — indeed in the State of
Montana. She quickly rose through tie ranks to become a leader in the state bar, in MTLA, and in
the community. I have truly never heard a lawyer give anything but the hi ghest praise to Amy for
her intelligence and her ability to quickly and accurately learn — and retain — new information.

Amy’s legal mind is impressive. She has been active with the amicus committee for some
time, researching and briefing important issues in addition to her myriad other duties. She practiced
full time while her children were young, and somehow managed to keep her work to the highest
standards. She has tried many cases to juries, and thus has full command of trial practice and of the
Rules of Civil Procedure and the Rules of Evidence, all crucial for a judge.

~ Ican unequivocally recommend Amy for the new position opening up. She is a fine, ethical
person and observes the highest standards in her work and in her life. _

She will be a credit to our judicial system.



August 13,2015
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Thank yoﬁ.

I remain,

Sincerely yours,

»BIBY & MURRAY, P11 p

Anne G. Biby



BECHTOLD LAW FIRM, PLLC

317 East Spruce Street
PO Box 7051
Missoula, Montana 59807
www.bechtoldlaw.net

August 13, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Eleventh Judicial District Judgeship
Members of the Commission:

| urge you to nominate Amy Eddy to replace Judge Ted Lympus in the impending judicial
vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial District. | have known Ms. Eddy since 1998, and have found that
her legal acumen and abilities, ethical conduct, management skills, and compassion for her
fellow humans are all of the highest standard. These attributes will serve both her and the
citizens of the Eleventh District well when she is a district court judge.

Ms. Eddy has represented clients in various areas of the law, and this broad experience will
serve her well as a judge. Ms. Eddy has a distinguished track record as a litigator, and has
litigated cases in both state and federal courts. Moreover, she has prosecuted numerous
appeals on behalf of her clients, including the recent Allstate v. Posnien, 2015 MT 162 and
Chipman v. Northwest Healthcare, 2012 MT 242. Ms. Eddy has also provided numerous amicus
briefs on other cases before the Montana Supreme Court on important points of law, including
the recent Meek v. Eighth Judicial District, 2015 MT 130, and Tidyman’s v Davis, 2015 MT 205.
Ms. Eddy’s legal acumen and insightful legal analyses will greatly benefit the citizens of Flathead
County when she is on the Eleventh Judicial District bench.

Ms. Eddy has handled administrative tasks in both a multi-lawyer firm as well as a solo firm, and
has proven herself very capable of managing personnel in both settings. Moreover, Ms. Eddy
has demonstrated her management capabilities in her presidency of the Montana Trial Lawyers
Association and as a longtime amicus committee chair for MTLA. As president, she prioritized
tasks and coordinated the efforts of the organization’s officers, staff, and members and
committee members. As chair of the amicus committee, meanwhile, Ms. Eddy has directed,
coordinated, and provided important legal analyses for cases before the Montana Supreme
Court and Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. These skills show that Ms. Eddy will be a capable
administrator as a district court judge.

Ms. Eddy’s steady demeanor and her careful review of the entire landscape of facts before
deciding how to proceed on a point of law will accrue to the benefit of the litigants and lawyers
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who appear before her when she is a judge. Importantly, she will heighten the citizenry’s
confidence in the judiciary by providing all who step into her courtroom a fair, calm, and

measured review of their case and situation, and she will render fair and impartial justice to the
citizens of Flathead County.

| strongly recommend Ms. Eddy to be nominated for the Eleventh Judicial District judgeship.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Since?ry, p
/‘ +
ﬁéy M. Bechtold



Beck & AMSDEN, PLLC
Attorneys at Law

Attorneys: 1946 Stadium Drive, Suite 1 Paralegals:

Monte D. Beck Bozeman, MT 59715 Natalie F. Phillips
John L. Amsden Tel: (406) 586-8700 David W. McGoldrick
Justin P. Stalpes Fax: (406) 586-8960 Reid M. Beck
Lindsay C. Beck E-mail: info@becklawyers.com

Anthony F. Jackson

August 17, 2015
VIA FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Amy Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge Appointment
Dear Judicial Nomination Committee:

I write in support of your consideration of Amy Eddy for appointment to the District
Court vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial District. Amy is an extremely talented attorney with the
highest integrity and dedication to the practice of law. I have known Amy for almost ten years.
In my view, Amy has the requisite legal competence, trial experience, personal integrity and
commitment to an independent judiciary to make her an outstanding District Court Judge.

I have practiced in the Eleventh Judicial District and I know of the heavy case load this
District faces. Amy is especially suited for this position because she is an exceptional legal writer
and thinker. She is gifted at addressing complicated legal issues in a clear, fair way, even on an
expedited schedule. I have read many of Amy’s briefs, both at the trial court and appellate level,
and am always impressed by how well-researched, logical and clear her writing is. I have also
read her law review articles and amicus briefs; one will not find a more competent, skilled legal
scholar than Amy. Amy is known among her colleagues as an outstanding legal writer and
thinker.

Amy also has a tenacious and diligent work ethic. Of the other applicants to this position,
Amy is the only candidate who is in active practice and the candidate with the most experience
with complex civil litigation. I believe trial court judges with this background are the most
effective and capable of handling the demands of a trial court judge in Montana—especially with
the heavy case load district court judges face. I am confident she will apply the law fairly and

preserve the rule of law.
q.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Beck,



From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Menzies, Lois

Cook, Kevin

Public Comment -- Eddy

Monday, August 17, 2015 2:37:03 PM

From: Bart [mailto:barterickson@ymail.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:04 PM
To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: 11th Judicial District

| am pleased to write in support of the
application of Amy Eddy to be appointed as a
District Judge for the Eleventh Judicial District.
By way of background, | first met Amy when she
worked as an intern for me while | was serving as
a U.S Magistrate Judge in Missoua. The position
was a competitive one requiring both an
outstanding grade average as well as a clear and
concise writing sample. Only after a review of
these was a personal interview conducted. Amy
proved to be one of the more exceptional interns I
had over the years, quickly able to identify the
salient facts and applicable law in the cases
directed to her and to competently prepare rough
drafts of opinions for my consideration. | have
since had an opportunity to follow Amy's career
and have been impressed with her active
involvement in supporting important legal
principals as well as giving selflessly to her
community. | believe that Amy has the Important
combination of legal knowledge, experience and
temperament to make an excellent District Court
Judge, importantly that she would rule in a timely
manner, and | am confident her appointment
would well serve the citizens of Flathead County
and of the State of Montana

Leif B. (Bart) Erickson
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From: Menzies, Lois

To: Cook. Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy
Date: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:36:06 PM

From: Alan J. Lerner [mailto:lerner@lernerlawmt.com]

Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:39 AM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: The Vacancy in the Montana Eleventh Judicial District and Amy Eddy

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I am writing to recommend that Amy Eddy be appointed to fill the soon-to-be vacant seat of the
Honorable Ted O. Lympus’. Ms. Amy has had extensive civil experience in complex litigation and is
well suited for a District Court judgeship. She also has served as the president of MTLA. She is very
active in our community. She has boundless energy that will be necessary for Judge Lympus’
replacement in this extremely busy district. She exhibits the highest moral and ethical standards
and is beyond reproach. | have practiced law in Montana for almost 41 years and would be very
comfortable with placing my clients’ fate in Amy’s capable hands.

It is my opinion that she would be the best candidate for Judge Lympus’ position. Thank you for
your consideration.

Alan J. Lerner

LERNER LAW FIRM

P.O.Box 1158

Kalispell, MT 59903

(406) 756-9100 (Telephone)
(406) 756-9105 (Facsimile)
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From: Menzies, Lois

To: Cook, Kevin
Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy
Date: Monday, August 17, 2015 2:37:36 PM

From: Dan Weinberg [mailto:dan.weinberg1524@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:24 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: In support of Amy Eddy

Judicial Nomination Commission and Governor Bullock,

| am aresident of Flathead County and former MT State Senator. | write in support of Amy
Eddy for the position of judge for the 11th Judicial District.

Ms Eddy has a full time active practice of law, yet she has made herself available for pro
bono work in the community. She has served with distinction on the Whitefish School
Board, earning a reputation as a great community-minded person. | know her to be fair-
minded, also having a strong work ethic. Amy Eddy is precisely the kind of person we need
to be our judge.

Respectfully,
Dan Weinberg

Dan Weinberg

1524 West Lakeshore Drive
Whitefish, MT 59937
406-862-9131

406-261-3179 cell
dan.weinbergl1524@gmail.com
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LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
P. 0. BOX 2325
725 - 3rd AVENUE NORTH
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403
(406) 761-5595 - (406) 761-5805 (Fax)
www.Isklaw.net

Tom L. Lewis Ben A. Snipes
J. David Slovak Ross T. Johnson

Mark M. Kovacich

August 18, 2015

Via Email- imenzies@mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Nomination of Amy Eddy for Eleventh Judicial District Court Vacancy
Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:
I am writing to recommend Amy Eddy to fill the vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial District.

| have had the pieasure of working with Amy in civil litigation matters. 1 have always been
impressed by her command of the law, familiarity with the issues and tireless efforts to attain a
just result. Her preparation and commitment to the rule of law are demonstrated in her
interactions with counsel and witnesses, as well as her impeccable written product. [n addition to
being an accomplished trial lawyer, Amy has distinguished herself as one of the preeminent
appellate practitioners in the state.

Amy is, in my opinion, uniquely qualified to serve on the bench. Her distinguished resume as a
practitioner establishes her diverse jurisprudential competency. During her practice she has
earned the respect and admiration of her peers in the legal community. | submit to you that she
would make an excellent judge.
I thank you for your consideration of Amy and for your service on the commission.

Sincerely,

e

Ben A. Snipes



LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
P.O. BOX 2325
725 - 3rd AVENUE NORTH
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59403
{406) 761-5595 - (406) 761-5805 (Fax)
www.lsklaw.net

Tom L. Lewis Ben A. Snipes
J. David Slovak Ross T. Johnson

Mark M. Kovacich

August 18, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission EMAILED TO Imenzies@mt.gov
C/O Ms. Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Eleventh Judicial District Court Vacancy — Applicant: Amy Poehling Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members:

| write in support of Amy Eddy’s judicial application for appointment to Montana’s Eleventh Judicial
District Court. Amy has the unique skill set and energy to allow her to advance the work of the Court
for many years to come.

[ have known Amy for well over a decade and have closely followed her achievements in the practice
of law. Amy deservedly enjoys a reputation of being an excellent advocate. Amy’s law practice has
encompassed a broad range of civil litigation. In doing so, she has developed the exact skills that
are essential to a District Court Judge. Specifically, a keen and inquisitive intellect combined with
the analytical and reasoning skills to get to the heart of any complex legal issue. Amy is widely
known to be an excellent writer and scholar. During her legal career, she has been called upon to
advance important legal issues before the Courts of Montana on behalf of scores of Montana
citizens. Fortunately, her dedication to the legal profession includes a commitment to public service.

Our district courts are entrusted with making the most important decisions of the day. Our courts are
invested with the authority to protect and enforce the Montana Constitution, even when popular
sentiment or personal belief may conflict. Amy’s character and commitment to a fair and
independent judiciary will serve the citizens of Flathead County well. If | can provide any other
information about Amy and her unique qualifications for this position, please contact me. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sincerely,

J. David Slovak
JDS:dak
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Alexander Blewett IlI

SCHOOL OF LAW

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

Larry Howell

Professor/Director of Legal Writing
32 Campus Drive

Missoula, MT 59812-6552

(406) 243-5286
larry.howell@umontana.edu

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005 August 20, 2015

Re: Eleventh Judicial District Court applicant Amy Eddy
Members of the Commission:

I am writing to offer my strongest support for Amy Eddy’s application to fill
the vacant judgeship in the Eleventh Judicial District and to encourage you to
forward her name for Governor Bullock’s consideration. Amy’s legal abilities,
judgment, energy, work ethic, compassion and dedication to public service would
make her an outstanding judge.

I've known Amy since she was a first-year law student in my legal writing
class almost 20 years ago. Her aptitude for the law quickly became apparent, as
did her talents as a writer and speaker. Since then Amy has compiled an
1mpressive record, as shown by her application. But perhaps the best testimony to
her reputation as a lawyer is the fact that eight retired Montana Supreme Court
justices asked her to represent them as amici before the U.S. Supreme Court in
American Traditions Partnership, Inc. v. Bullock. That those justices felt confident
placing their trust in Amy’s judgment and skill in that high-profile case is strong
evidence of her qualifications to be a district judge.

Very truly yours,
/s/

Larry Howell



Alexander Blewett lll

SCHOOL OF LAW

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

August 20, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

‘Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: 11" Judicial District Court nominee, Amy Eddy

Members of the Judicial Nomination Committee:

[ write to recommend attorney, Amy Eddy, for the 11" Judicial District judgeship being
vacated by Judge Lympus. I have known Amy for seventeen years having taught her in several
classes when she was in law school and having worked with her on many different projects
during her law career. I have collaborated with Amy on appellate court briefs, work in
professional organizations, and law school events and classes to which I have invited her as
guest presenter. We have consulted with each other on matters of torts, insurance, and civil
justice, and I have greatly value her wise counsel.

In law school, Amy was already demonstrating the superior skills Montanans would want
in a District Court judge. She won a position on the National Moot Court team which competes
with other law schools in writing appellate court briefs and arguing appellate court cases. She
was an excellent student whose written and oral work reflected a keen analytical mind and
remarkable ability to express herself orally and in writing. She was awarded membership in the
national Order of Barristers as a result of her advocacy on the team and garnered a much sought
after judicial clerkship with federal Magistrate, Leif Erickson.

In her years as an attorney practicing civil litigation, Amy has established a reputation as
an excellent advocate and lawyer. She has demonstrated superior skills that are qualities
essential to a trial court judge. First, she is widely recognized in the bench and bar for the
perfection of her legal thinking and writing. Her work is clear, precise, organized and effective.
Her analytical skills equip her to break highly complex matters into components that can be
synthesized into powerful and effective briefs and arguments. I have read many of her Supreme
Court briefs and believe she may be the best legal writer in Montana.

Second, anyone who has worked with her is in awe of her capacity for work. She is
organized, efficient, disciplined and tireless. When others cannot muster the mental or physical
energy for the project, Amy is there to spearhead it. Moreover, she is a leader who has great
credibility when she speaks. Needless to say, she is a welcome addition to any group that is
collaborating in a matter of advocacy.



Third, Amy has an exceptional set of interpersonal skills. She is personable and wise;
tactful and diplomatic. Her judgment is impeccable. She likes people, and they like her. She is
compassionate and caring and is able to listen attentively to the ideas of others.

Amy is respectful of others as will be attested by lawyers who work on opposite sides of
her cases. She can zealously represent her clients while being civil and professional with
opposing counsel. She is a big picture person who is interested in the overall health of the law in
Montana, the civil and criminal justice systems, the bench and the bar.

Amy has an uncommon and superior set of personal qualities, professional skills and
values that would make her an excellent Montana judge. Because of her abilities, I have
personally encouraged her at times to apply for federal judgeships, law school faculty positions,
and a law school deanship. Placing a person of Amy’s talents on the bench in the 11" Judicial
District would be a tremendous benefit to the citizens of Montana, the bench and the bar.

If I can provide any other information about Amy Eddy, please feel free to contact me.

Since velyf‘,’f]
// 1

y/ o
S A=
‘*A4/7§& ,ZZ' N
Grggory S./Munro
Professor



Beck & AMSDEN, PLLC

Attorneys at Law

Attormeys: 1946 Stadium Drive, Suite 1 Paralegals: |
Monte D. Beck Bozeman, MT 59715 Natalie F. Phillips-
John L. Amsden Tel: (406) 586-8700 David W. McGoldrick

Justin P. Stalpes Fax: (406) 586-8960 Reid M. Beck

Lindsay C. Beck E-mail: info@becklawyers.com
Anthony F. Jackson :

August 17,2015
VIA’l FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Amy Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge Appointment
Dear Judicial Nomination Committee:

I write in support of your consideration of Amy Eddy for appointment to the District
Court vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial District. Amy is an extremely talented attorney with the
highest integrity and dedication to the practice of law. I have known Amy for almost ten years.
In my view, Amy has the requisite legal competence, trial experience, personal integrity and
commitment to an independent judiciary to make her an outstanding District Court Judge.

I have practiced in the Eleventh Judicial District and [ know of the heavy case load this
District faces. Amy is especially suited for this position because she is an exceptional legal writer
and thinker. She is gifted at addressing complicated legal issues in a clear, fair way, even on an
expedited schedule. I have read many of Amy’s briefs, both at the trial court and appellate level,
and am always impressed by how well-researched, logical and clear her writing is. I have also
read her law review articles and amicus briefs; one will not find a more competent, skilled legal
scholar than Amy. Amy is known among her colleagues as an outstanding legal writer and
thinker.

Amy also has a tenacious and diligent work ethic. Of the other applicants to this position,
Amy is the only candidate who is in active practice and the candidate with the most experience
with complex civil litigation. I believe trial court judges with this background are the most
effective and capable of handling the demands of a trial court judge in Montana—especially with
the heavy case load district court judges face. I am confident she will apply the law fairly and

preserve the rule of law.
q.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Beck,




KRISTI L. CURTIS

August 16, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

To the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I am writing this letter as a recommendation for Amy Eddy who has applied for the
Flathead County District Court position vacated by Judge Lympus. I was the prosecutor
for the City of Kalispell from 2006 to May of this year, and currently am the Deputy City
Attorney in Whitefish. I have practiced law for 34 years, in California and Montana, I can
wholeheartedly endorse Ms. Eddy for this position.

Ms. Eddy has personal integrity, is hardworking, intelligent, well versed in civil and
appellate litigation, and has an excellent reputation in Flathead County and Montana. She
has been an active participant in the Northwest Bar Association and the Montana Trial
Lawyers Association, She has earned the respect and admiration of her peers. Further,
Ms. Eddy has, in my opinion, the appropriate judicial demeanor to bring to the job, which
can be a rare commodity.

I believe Ms. Eddy is the best candidate for this position. The residents of Flathead
County would be lucky to have her serve as District Judge.

Sincerely,

12 MOUNTAINSIDE DRIVE « WHITEFISH, MT » 59937
PHONE: (406) 863-9176



Law Offices of
Towe & Fitzpatrick, PLLC

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1745

Augusf 17,2015 Missoula, Montana 59806

Office Address:
619 Southwest Higgins, Suite O
Missoula, Montana 59803

Telephone: (406) 829-1669

Judlcle}l Nomll?atlon Commission Toll freo: (855)-748-8693
c¢/o Lois Menzies Fax: (406) 493-0538
Office of Court Administrator JYames T, Towe, Esq.
P.O. Box 203005 John M. Fitzpatrick, Esq.
Helena, MT 59620-3005 Kimberly L. Towe, Esq.
) Mary E. Brown, Paralegal .

RE: 11" Judicial District Judge Kara D. Snyder, Paralegal

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

We are writing to voice our strong support for the selection of Amy Poehling Eddy as a
nominee to submit to the governor for appointment as district court judge for the Eleventh
Judicial District (Flathead County). Amy is an experienced attorney of the highest
ethical, moral and intellectual ability. It is also our belief that her character is a perfect fit
for a district court judge. She is professional, compassionate and will judge with the
neutrality and fairness that our constitutions demand.

Amy also brings a strong background as a trial attorney with a broad range of experience.
Accordingly, she understands the issues that litigants and their attorneys face in the
courtroom. She also has extensive experience in writing appellate briefs in cases where
important issues affecting Montana citizens are on the line. Her legal analytical skills and
legal writing are unparalleled.

Please select Amy as one of the nominees for Governor Bullock to select from.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

/ ) /

Jamie T. Towe Jo . Fitzpatrick

e

berly L. Towe

TOWE & FITZPATRICK, PLLC - (]
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August 17,2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies o
Office of Court Administrator
P.0.Box203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: 'Application of Amy Poehling Eddy
11" Judicial District Court

Dear Commission Members:
I support and recommend the appointment of Amy Pochling Eddy.

This is a great opportunity to appoint an attorney of the highest quality to the
judiciary.,

I have known and worked with Amy for many years. She is brilliant, hardworking,
organized, decisive and remarkably accomplished for her years of practice. She also
has excellent judgment and integrity. :

Seldom does the Commission have an opportunity to consider an applicant of this
caliber,

Sincerely,
ames A. Manley
District Judge



J vislaw.com
* Also admitted in Wisconsin

PLLP
AT LAW SAMANTHA P. TRAVIS
samantha@bryantravislaw.com

AMANDA M. GORDON
amanda@bryantravislaw.com

August 18, 2015
Sent via E-Mail & US Mail

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
PO Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Amy Eddy Eleventh District Court Nomination
Dear Commission Members:

I am writing this letter to express my sincere support for the appointment of Amy Eddy to the vacant
judicial seat in the Eleventh Judicial District. A short time after I relocated my practice to the Flathead Valley, I
began to hear of what an outstanding civil litigator Amy was. While I was never involved in any case with her, I
continued to listen to the praise other attorney’s heaped upon her for her outstanding litigation skills, her dedicated
client centered practice and her commitment to public service. Approximately three years ago while I was
involved in litigation that had me spending more time than normal at the Eleventh Judicial District, I had the
opportunity to watch Amy try a fairly complex civil trial to a jury. Ilove to observe other lawyers litigate cases in
court, as I find it the best way to glean new ideas to employ in my own practice. I watched quite a bit of Amy’s
trial and I was supremely impressed with her knowledge of the Rules of Evidence, the Rules of Civil Procedure
and her command of the courtroom.

Recently, I have had the good fortune of working closely with Amy and I have personally witnessed her
work ethic and knowledge first hand. While I believe the Eleventh Judicial District will gain a hard working,
efficient, highly intelligent, judge with a sense of justice fairness and common sense few judges (or attorney’s for
that matter) possess, the bar will also have lost an outstanding advocate. Observing the gusto and positive attitude
she brings to the practice of law fills me with confidence that as a jurist, Amy will always strive to learn more and
to administer justice with impartiality. While she does not have any criminal litigation experience, Amy
understands all that is needed to fairly administer the Criminal Justice System is a commitment to impartiality,
fairness to all that come before her and that Criminal Justice must be administered with am eye towards fairness
not her next judicial election. Amy has the courage, intelligence and heart to make sure the constitutions of
Montana and the United States are administered fairly and properly. Finally, I have personally observed Amy’s
treatment of people from all walks of life in her practice. She treats all clients and potential clients (even those who
make it difficult), staff members, court staff and attorneys with absolute respect and kindness. That character trait
is crucial to having the judicial temperament that is so important to being an excellent judge.

This is an opportunity for our community to gain one of the best attorneys in Montana to administer
justice for all of the citizens of Flathead County. I encourage the Committee to endorse Amy’s nomination and
forward her application to Governor Bullock.

Sincerely,

/s/ L. Jason Bryan
L. Jason Bryan.



) L. JASON BRYAN*
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ATTORNEYS AT LAwWPLP SAMANTHA P. TRAVIS

samantha@bryantravislaw.com

AMANDA M. GORDON
amanda@bryantravislaw.com

August 18, 2015
Sent via E-Mail & US Mail

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
PO Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

RE: Amy Eddy
Dear Commission Members:

I am writing in whole-hearted support of Amy Eddy’s application to fill the open Eleventh
Judicial District Court position resulting from Judge Lympus’ recent retirement. My law firm
practices regularly before the judges of Eleventh Judicial District and I have been practicing law in
the Flathead Valley since 2008. I have had the good fortune to work with Amy, both as opposing and
co-counsel, in civil litigation cases. My firm also currently shares office space with Amy’s practice,
so I have had the benefit of observing her legal work and office management skills from that
perspective.

It is no secret that the judge appointed to this seat will face significant challenges, including
an extremely heavy and varied caseload. Amy’s experience, professionalism, reputation and
leadership among our state and local bar demonstrate she has excellent qualifications to serve as a
district court judge. As a practitioner, Amy has a background in complex civil litigation. This
knowledge and skill set will be a great advantage to our Judicial District. She has also demonstrated
intellectual curiosity in other areas of the law by sitting in and observing contested family and
criminal law matters. Amy’s legal work and intellectual curiosity make it clear to me that she
possesses the temperament, legal background and management skills to be an excellent judge.
Amy’s written work-product and legal reasoning are exemplary and will translate well to the work of
ajudge. She is also one of the most efficient and organized attorneys I have ever worked with.

I strongly recommend the committee take advantage of this excellent opportunity to advance
the administration of justice in the Eleventh Judicial District by recommending the appointment of
Amy Eddy as a district court judge.

THE MONTANA BUILDING | 33 SECOND STREET EAST, SUITE 1 KALISPELL, MT 59901 | TELEPHONE: 406.407.7355 | WEB: BRYANTRAVISLAW.COM



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment: Eddy

From: Peter Leander [mailto:peter@leanderlaw.com]
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 9:42 AM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Flathead County Judge - Amy Eddy

Dear Sir/Mdm.:

| write to offer my strong recommendation for Amy Eddy to assume the place of the Hon. Ted
Lympus as Flathead County District Court Judge. | believe Flathead County would benefit
greatly from Amy's breadth of experience, intellectual drive and steady temperament.

| have known Amy for nearly a decade. | have worked with her on complex cases and
consulted with her on other complex cases. Frankly, | rely on Amy, her knowledge of the law,
and her professionalism when dealing with cases which are otherwise beyond my comfort
zone. Amy has always been graciously willing to lend her time and expertise to me and others.
Although Amy has not handled a significant number of criminal defense cases, | have no
concerns that she will be able to handle those matters with the same adeptness as all other
matters.

| have been practicing law since 1985, and have been practicing in Montana/Flathead County
for 20 years. | am licensed in State and Federal courts of both Arizona and Montana. | am also
licensed to practice in the United States Supreme Court. My practice involves both State and
Federal criminal defense and civil matters. It is my strong belief that the Flathead County
judicial system has the opportunity, and need, to evolve from its current state and transform
itself to a more responsive, fair, efficient and cost-effective system. In addition to her
qualifications as a judge, | believe Amy has the interest, and ability to help facilitate such a
transformation.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely, Peter Leander

Peter A. Leander
Attorney at Law

443 Osborn Ave. Ste. 108
Bigfork, Montana 59911



406-837-4123
(fax) 406-837-4122



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 2:57 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment: Eddy

From: Diane Smith [mailto:dismith234@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 12:21 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Recommendation for Amy Eddy for Eleventh Judicial District

Dear Madams or Sirs,

| am writing to express my strong support for Amy Eddy for the Judgeship in the eleventh judicial district. | have known
Amy for almost a decade as a dedicated and involved member of the Flathead Valley community. | have also known her
as a practicing attorney who is highly regarded by her clients as being fair, thoughtful, and hard-working. As an attorney
with deep background in business, entrepreneurship, and public policy I'm well aware of the ever increasing demands of
our judgeships and believe that Amy has the requisite temperament, work-ethic, and intellect to be an outstanding
Judge for the eleventh judicial district.

If you need additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me at this e-mail or 406-250-4328.

Thank you for your consideration to this matter.

Best,

Diane Smith, Esq.
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August 21, 2015

YIA ELECTRONIC and U.S. MAIL

Judicial Nomination Commission
Montana Supreme Court
Office of Court Administrator

PO Box 203005

Helena, Montana 59620-3005

Dear Nomination Commissiocn:

PLLP

FRANK B, MORRISON, JR. (1937-2006)
FORMER MONTANA SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

* Licensed also in State of Louisiana
** Licensed also in States of
Washington and California

I am writing in support of Amy Eddy for appointment to the open district court seat in the
Eleventh Judicial District, Flathead County. I have been practicing litigation in the Flathead and
western Montana for 19 years and [, along with other lawyers in our area, have a great amount of
respect for Ms. Eddy. 1have been opposed to her on a couple of cases and she represented her
clients with great professionalism. I believe Ms. Eddy's legal acumen, work ethic, and writing
skills make her a very strong candidate for this seat. T would have confidence in her judgment if
she sat on one of my cases in all areas such as procedure, evidence, and substantive issues.

Thank you.

SSF/ww

Very truly yours,

Sean S. Frampton

L

Morrison & Frampton, PLLP



MICHAEL G. BLACK

BLACK LAW OFFICE
Post Office Box 318
Clinton, Montana 59825-0318

Phone: (406) 546-0017 - Email: blacklaw@blackfoot.net

August 21, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re:  Eleventh Judicial District Judgeship Vacancy (Flathead County)
Application of Amy Poehling Eddy

To the Judicial Nomination Commission and Governor Steve Bullock:

The purpose of this letter is express support for appointment of Ms. Amy Poehling Eddy to the
position of District Court Judge for Eleventh Judicial District. I ask the members of the
Judicial Nomination Commission to submit her name in nomination to Governor Bullock, and
request that he appoint her to this important position.

I have been practicing law for over twenty-five years, and I have spent a substantial amount of
time litigating cases in Flathead County. I have become acquainted with the bar there and am
familiar with a number of the applicants. I firmly believe, without qualification, that Ms. Eddy
should be appointed District Court Judge.

In my mind, a good judge has several important attributes. First, a good judge needs to have
extraordinary acumen for the law. In other words, the judge should be a serious student of
legal principles, have a breadth of experience in a variety of legal contexts, and have good
instincts for application of the law in real life. A good judge also needs to work hard, both in
time spent and intellectual effort. The judge who wrestles with issues is not arbitrary. A good
judge should be fair and compassionate to all who appear before the judge. The judge who
treats others with respect obtains respect in return. Finally, a good judge should be humble.

I have been fortunate to work with Ms. Eddy on some complicated legal matters over the past
several years. These matters involved substantial constitutional issues and complex disputes
affecting people across Montana. In these cases, Amy demonstrated superior legal ability,
exhibited an exceptional work ethic, earned the respect of all involved, and performed with
humility. Amy Eddy has all the qualities we should expect in a good judge.



BLACK LAW OFFICE
August 21, 2015
Page 2

Please accept this endorsement of Ms. Eddy for appointment to the position of District Court
Judge for Eleventh Judicial District.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

A=

Michael G. Black

MGB/gm



GREGORY G. PINSKI
District Judge

Cascade County Courthouse
415 2nd Avenue North, Room 307
Great Falls, Montana 59401
Phone (406) 454-6894
FAX (406) 454-6946

DISTRICT COURT
EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

August 24, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620

Re:  Nomination of Amy Poehling Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Court vacancy
Dear Judge Simonton and Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I recommend Amy Poehling Eddy for nomination to the judicial vacancy in the Montana
Eleventh Judicial District Court.

Amy is an ideal candidate for this judicial appointment, Amy possesses an unsurpassed work
cthic, and she is always over-prepared in representing clients before trial and appellate courts.
Amy is one of the most accomplished legal writers in Montana. Her numerous appearances as
an amicus advocate before the Montana Supreme Court exemplify her immense talent as a
writer. '

Amy is a rematkable attorney. She has worked tirelessly to develop a thriving law practice, and
she has achieved much success at any early age in her career. She is a dedicated mother to her
children and deeply committed to improving her community. The citizens of Montana are
fortunate that an attorney of Amy’s caliber seeks appointment to the district court bench,

Amy’s civil trial practice is invaluable as a district judge. Civil matters are the most time-
consuming cases on the district court docket. Civil cases receive the least attention because of
the burgeoning criminal and abuse and neglect docket. As an experienced civil practitioner,
however, Amy is in a unique position to efficiently resolve those civil disputes. Amy will not
need to overcome the substantial learning curve on complex civil cases, allowing her to
diligently and intelligently resolve those matters while attending to the other cases.

I en;husiastically support Amy’s nomination.” If y_ou have any questions, please contact me.

Yours truly,

Gregory G.



Shawn B. Trontel, M.S.W., A.C.S.W.
Psychiatric Social Work

August 19, 2015

Your Honors,

T am writing in support of an appointment of Amy Eddy to an Eleventh
Judicial District Judgeship. I am a practicing psychiatric social worker in
the Flathead Valley and have had multiple opportunities over the years to
seek consultation regarding patient’s legal rights, a need for legal counsel,
and a variety of medicolegal matters. Not only did she give generously of her
time, but she was consistently measured, thoughtful, clear, and direct. Ms.
Eddy carries herself in a professional and dignified way that instills
confidence in others. In discussions with her fellow attorneys, she is
unfailingly referred to as knowledgeable, deliberate, and steady when
making decisions. In my opinion, she possesses the temperamental features
expected of a District Judge.

I hope this information has been of some use. If there are additional

questions, please call at any time at 752-6850,

Respectfully submitted,

Sl f:'l/‘f@M,

Shawn B. Trontel, MSW
Psychiatric Social Worker

33 Second Street East ¢ Kalispell, MT 59901 » (406) 752-6850
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19222001

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Amy Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies:

I understand that the State of Montana has the opportunity to have a truly accomplished lawyer
desire to seek the District Court Judge position in Flathead County. This lawyer is Amy Eddy. T
have known Amy for almost all of her 14-year legal career and have watched her with awe. She
is very intelligent, hardworking, and has exhibited good judgment throughout her career. It is
very important that District Judges have “hands on” experience in the courtrooms around our
state and Amy, during her 14-year legal career, to date, has surpassed almost everyone. She has
tried eight different cases to juries or judges and has appeared before the Montana Supreme
Court 17 times in the last five years.

Her legal experience and accomplishments raise her far above any other candidates for the
position previously held by Judge Lympus. I would appreciate your giving Amy Eddy
consideration for the appointment to this position. Quite frankly, she has more than earned it and
the State of Montana could definitely use a judge with her credentials.

Sincerely yours,

% 45%//61 6/é&v( Zf/

Alexander (Zander) Blewett, 111
Attorney - Hoyt & Blewett PLLC
AB:jj \ -




MCKENNA & STARIN
TRIAL ATTORNEYS, riic

Sydney E. McKenna « Justin Starin
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

August 19, 2015

Judicial Nominating Commlssmn
c¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005.

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Ms. Menzies:

[ am writing in support of Amy Eddy to fill the open position in the Eleventh Judicial District.
As a practicing attorney, [ believe that judicial delay is one of the major problems in our justice
system, Justice delayed is justice denied. Amy Fddy’s orgamzatlonal skills and work ethic are
cutlcal to managmg a busy docket such as that whlch exxsts 1n the Eleventh Jud}mal Dlstrlct

I have had the opportumty to work w1th and observe Amy in her eapamty as an attorney and in
our work together serving on the board of the Montana Trial Lawyers Association. When I
became President of that organization, I requested and nominated Aniy for a position on the
executive committee because I felt that I needed her energy, intelligence, and organizational
skills to assist me with the significant responsibility of leading MTLA. My prediction that she
would have a great impact on our year came true. Whlle ['was Pre31dent Amy was one step
ahead of me regarding most prOJects

Amy is an extremely competent writer, which is also an important qualification for a Judge, and
she has vigorously pursued appellate practice by her many amicus curiae briefs to the Montana
Supreme Court, not to mention all of those on which she has collaborated since being on the
amicus committee. [ hope that the lay persons on the committee understand how much
dedication it takes to write even one good brief to the Montana Supreme Court. Ata minimum,
it probab]y takes 80 hours. Most attorneys are paid for their time or hope to be paid for their
time in writing these kinds of briefs. In all of the amicus curiae briefs that Amy has written and
all of the briefs s_he has helped to wrlte, Amy has not. been pald for her tune She wrote them
practice and a famlly life.- Amy’s level of. commltment and 1nterest on 1ssues that have been
before the Montana Supreme Court is linrnatched

S TR ST R L N S I

815 East Front Street, Suite 4A o PO Box 7009 & Missoula, MT 59807-7009
' 406.327.0800 * Fax: 406.327.8706 » Toll Free: 888.263.2185
o www.mslawmt.com




I have observed Amiy in her capacity as a lawyer in private practice. She is a skillful trial
advocate, who takes her clients’ cases seriously and works hard on their behalf, At all times in a
professional setting, Amy is courteous and thoughtful, while persuasive. She is a true
professional and I have a high regard for her character.

Amy’s strengths in terms of work ethic and intelligence allow her to get massive amounts of
work done while still finding time to live a balanced life, enjoying hobbies like skiing, hiking
and camping with her family. I understand that Amy’s family supports her decision to apply for
this position, which is important.

As an attorney and a lifelong resident of Montana, I respectfully submit to you that Amy Eddy is
qualified and ready to serve as a District Court Judge. Montana would be lucky to have her, I
highly recommend that you forward the name of Amy Eddy to Governor Bullock to serve as a
Judge for the Eleventh Judicial District Court.

Sincerely yours, . :

Sydney E. McKenna

SEM/cah



To the Judicial Nominating Commission,

I am writing to you in support of Amy Eddy to be appointed to the Eleventh Judicial
District Court.

I wrote this letter in support of Amy Eddy over a year ago. The case has been resolved; |
am not Captain anymore but my working conditions have improved 1,000%. That doesn't
change the emotion that | was feeling while in the midst of a troubling time. Please
accept this letter as support for Amy Eddy for Eleventh Judicial District Court.

My name is Sarah Peterson and | am a Captain with the Whitefish Fire Department in
Whitefish, Montana. | have lived in Whitefish for 12 years and worked in various
restaurants before volunteering with Whitefish Fire Department. | volunteered for over
three years before | was fortunately enough to be hired full time six and a half years ago.

| absolutely love my job. I love serving my community. I love not knowing where my
day will take me. 1 love the adrenaline that each call gives me. | love being there for
people when they may be having the worst day of their lives.

I was promoted to Captain from a line firefighter 8 months ago. To summarize without
going into complicated details, this promotion has been one of the toughest, most self-
testing situations that | have been through in my life. There is a grievance regarding the
promotion that will be going to arbitration soon. This grievance has given doubt to my
coworkers of my rightful and earned position of Captain and since then my working
conditions have been horrible.

Through recommendation, | was advised to seek representation from Amy Eddy.
Ironically, I already knew her and her husband as patrons of a restaurant where | worked
in my previous career. | really liked them then and was extremely happy have her name
now.

| felt scared, alone, and lost about my situation when | called Amy. But from the first
time | told her my story, she made me feel like | actually did have someone on my side
and that it was right for me to be feeling that what my coworkers were doing was wrong.

Amy has completely blown me away in her professionalism, her knowledge in the subject
area, and her communication skills. She is detailed oriented and has been able to come
up so many different avenues on how to approach my case, ways | didn’t think possible,
and yet, they do pertain. She has never sugar coated this case, with promises of monetary
benefit. In fact, my options have not been very favorable. Her goal from the beginning
simply has been to help me get back to working in that environment in which I love. She
is a strong spoken individual. I can only strive to have a fraction of her speaking skills
and mere presences when she is in the room. She actually has empowered me, as a female
and as a leader, to stick up for myself. She has empowered me to take control of my
situation and not let it control me. She has given me a backbone again, put my shoulders
back and head up. For this, | am grateful.



Amy has been working pro bono since the very beginning of this case. | am completely
shocked she has done this for me. There is no way that I could have paid for the
representation that she has given me. My story would have been much different; |
wouldn’t have been able to afford it and I would not have gone through with my case. |
would be dreading every day that | have to go to work. | probably would have let the
stress of this position take over and stepped down as Captain. | would have given up all
that I had been working so hard for. But instead, | am empowered and putting one foot in
front of the other.

I am writing in support to appoint Amy Eddy in the Eleventh Judicial District Court. She
would be a crucial asset to the people of Montana and know she would serve them to the
best of her potential. | trust Amy to do the most moral, ethical, and law abiding decision
making for the people she will be serving.

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Sarah Peterson
Captain, Whitefish Fire Department
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August 27, 2015
VIA EMAIL & U.S. MAIL
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P. O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005
mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

Re: Amy Eddy

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Committee:

| write to support the application of Amy Eddy for appointment as District Judge for the Eleventh
Judicial District, Flathead County. | have known Ms. Eddy for many years and have not only
observed her work, but worked with her on several projects. She is one of the finest young legal
talents in the State and would make an excellent judge.

Ms. Eddy has excellent analytical ability and the best work habits. Simply stated, she gets to work
and gets things done. She gets along with people. She is decisive. Being decisive is one of the
foremost qualities needed on the district court bench.

Amy’s work is precise, she is organized and she is effective.

There is no one more qualified than Amy to be appointed to the District Courtin Kalispell. She has
our hearty endorsement.

Yours very truly,

Michael D. Cok
mikecok@cokkinzlerlaw.com
dml




LEWIS, SLOVAK, KOVACICH & SNIPES, P.C.

ATTORNEYS ATLAW
P.O. BOX 2325
725 - 3rd AVENUE NORTH
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 598403
{406) 761-5595 - (406) 761-5805 (Fax)
www.isklaw.net

Tom L. Lewis Ben A. Snipes
J. David Slovak Ross T. Johnson

Mark M. Kovacich

August 26, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission EMAILED TO Imenzies@mt.gov
C/O Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Eleventh Judicial District Court Vacancy — Applicant: Amy Poehling Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members:

[ write to recommend Amy Eddy’s judicial application for appointment to Montana’s Eleventh Judicial
District Court. | have known Amy, both personally and professionally, for more than a decade. Amy
possesses the intelligence, work ethic, and integrity required of a top-notch judge.

Over the last several years, | have had the pleasure of working with and around Amy Eddy in many
contexts. On multiple occasions, our firms have worked together as co-counsel, representing the
same clients in complex and challenging litigation. Amy's keen intellect and hard work served our
clients well on every occasion.

| have served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Montana Trial Lawyers Association
(MTLA) for the past four years. Around the time my tenure on the Board began, Amy was finishing
her term as the President of MTLA. As a past President, Amy has remained an asset to the
organization, volunteering valuable time, personal resources, and insight. Amy has proven she is
truly committed to justice, and improving the legal profession.

In all of my dealings with Amy, | have found her to be honest and fair. She cares about Montana,
and she understands the importance of the law in protecting the rights of all Montanans. | am.
grateful that Amy has expressed the desire to serve my home state as a district court judge. | urge
you to nominate Amy Eddy for Governor Bullock's consideration, and | intend to urge Governor
Bullock to select her.

Sincerely

Mark M. Kovacich
MMK:dak



WESTERN JUSTICE ASSOCIATES, PLLC
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JORY C. RUGGIERO, ESQ. BRADLEY R. JONES, EsqQ. DOMENIC A. Cossi, Esq.

August 24, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies,

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Nominee Amy Eddy
Dear Commissioners:

I write to support Amy Eddy as a nominee for the vacancy in Judge
Lympus’ Seat in the Eleventh Judicial District Court. Thave known Ms. Eddy for
almost 15 years. In that time, I have had the opportunity to observe both her legal
work and her commitment to bettering the justice system in Montana.

Ms. Eddy’s success running a busy private practice reflects both the
strength of her legal work and her ability to manage a heavy caseload. In her
practice, Ms. Eddy gained a reputation as a particularly adept appellate legal
writer. Her exceptional ability to analyze complex fact patterns and clearly
explain the application of law to the facts will be an enormous asset on the bench.

-Similatly, Ms. Eddy’s success managing a busy litigation docket demonstrates that

she is capable of handling the type of workload that is required in the Eleventh
Judicial District.

Ms. Eddy is also a mother and a dedicated member of her community. She
is committed to improving this State for her children and for all of its citizens.
Ms. Eddy is the only candidate for this vacancy who has extensive experience
representing Montanans in litigation. This allows her a unique appreciation for the
impact that court rulings have on real people and families in this State. Such a
background is critical for a judge who will be called upon to make decisions every
day that are critical to people’s lives. I believe that Ms. Eddy will bring the same
skill, dedication, caring and an exceptional work ethic to the Court that she has to
her private practice.
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Judicial Nomination Commission
August 24,2015
Page 2

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please do not
hesitate to contact me, if I may be of assistance in your analysis of Ms. Eddy as a
nominee.

Sincerely,

Jory C. 1er0

JCR:mro /
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TERRY N. TRIEWEILER* WILFRIED L. “FRITZ” ROYER (Retired)
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WILLIAM E. HILEMAN, JR. E-MAIL: tirieweiler@centurytel.net
SUSAN M. LACOSTA TELEPHONE (406) 862-2528

CLIFTON W. HAYDEN .
August 25, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies, Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620

Re: Amy Poehling Eddy
Dear Commission Members:

| write in support of Amy Poehling Eddy’s application for homination
and appointment as a District Judge in the Eleventh Judicial District for the
State of Montana, | |

| have known Amy and been a withess to her professional
accomplishments and community service for the past ten years. She has
proven herself to be one of the outstanding legal intellects in the state with
a keen sense of justice for every member of society and a deep
commitment to public service at both the local and statewide levels.

Amy has demonsfrated academic excellence while in school and
professional excellence as recognized by her peers through Martindale-
Hubbeil, the national directory of attorneys from which she has received the
highest rating given for legal ability and adherence to ethical standards.
To my knowledge she is the only applicant to be so recognized. She is
also the only applicant in full-time active private practice and the candidate
with the most experience in complex civil litigation.

Her uncommonly frequent appearances before the Montana Supreme
Court culminated in her recognition in 2012 with a statewide award for
excellence in appellate advocacy. An understanding of the appellate
process is critical to the management of a trial court. -

Civil Trial Specialist/Certifled by National Board of Trlal Advocacy
www.trieweller.com



Amy has been invited to lecture at the University of Montana Law
School and before numerous professional groups on topics related to
courtroom practice and has published numerous articles on similar topics
demonstrating the high esteem in which she is held by her colleagues.
Similarly, she’s been elected to the highest position in professional
organizations at both the local and statewide levels.

However, Amy’s commitment to public service has not been limited to
her profession. She has served her community on the Whitefish School
Board, and following that service continued to do so as a member of the
Whitefish School District Education Foundation.

_An important quality for any judge is an awareness of the problem -
most citizens have with access to the courts. Amy has demonstrated that
awareness and a strong commitment to equal access for everyone through
her participation in the Montana Justice Foundation.

| believe that Amy Eddy has the intellect, professional experience,
empathy for others, and commitment to equal access to our courts and
justice for everyone that she would make an excellent District Judge. |
highly recommend her for your consideration as a nominee to Governor
Bullock for appointment to that position in Flathead County.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments on behalf of Amy,
Sincerely,
TRIEWEILER HEDMAN

HILEMAN & LACOSTA
LAW FIRM

By: 7//WW %//&%

Terry ). Trie%éile‘t[ - T

TNT/jm



Tel 406.257.37111 . 392 1st Avenue EN.
Fax 406.257.3722 BRIAN C. TANKO, ESQ. Kalispeli, MT 59501

wwuw.tankofaw.com - Attorney at Law , CPA/ CFE / GEPC Licensed in Montana & Nevada

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Recommendation for Amy Eddy/
Eleventh Judicial District Court Vacancy

Judicial Nomination Commission:

Please accept this as my letter of recommendation for attorney Amy Eddy, Esq., for the Eleventh
Judicial District Court vacancy. Ihave known Amy for approximately eight years and believe
- her to be uniquely and exceptionally qualified for this position.

While Amy is a very thorough and competent professional who always has justice in mind, she
will not hesitate to research, advise or report when she has to curb actions based on legal ethics,
policies and procedures. I have always found Amy to be a candid, intelligent, hard-working
student of the law- as it evolves,

Importantly, Amy is the only candidate in full-time, active, private practice, the candidate with
the most complex civil litigation expertise and would be the only Judge with her distinct
background, were she to be selected for appointment. That being the case, 1 was more than
anxious to generate this recommendation letter for her. :

Amy is a solid lawyer who practices nothing but the best ethical and legal methods, and 1 feel
she will further the interests of justice and strengthen the Eleventh District in the same high
quality fashion, should she be appointed to the vacancy. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions or require any further information.

Sincarely,
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| ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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JOHN C. HOYT August 25, 2015 h&b@hoytandblewett.com

19222001

Judicial Nomination Commission
c¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.0. Box 203005 '
Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re: Ay Eddy
Dear M.s. Menzies:

1 am writing this letter in support of Amy Eddy respectfully requesting that the Judicial
Nomination Commission strongly consider her for Montana State District Court Judge in
Flathead County. Throughout the course of Amy’s fourteen year legal career, she has gained
invaluable experience working as a partner at a successful personal injury law firm and also as a
solo practitioner where she has represented individuals, businesses, and non-profit organizations
in all aspects of litigation. Her litigation ¢ éxperience includes appellate work, personal injury,
employment, and construction law, and insurance coverage disputes. This broad spectrum of
legal experience has provided her with a unique perspective that lends itself well to serving as a
State District Court Judge where she would be responsibie for making important and sometimes
life-altering decisions for people in Flathead County.

Amy has appeared in front of the Montana Supreme Court seventeen times in the last five years
and has tried eight cases to a jury and/or judge. Few attorneys around the State can say the same.
Needless to say, her track record confirms that she is more than prepared to take on the
challenges 1nherent in serving as a State District Court Judge. -

For these reasons, | wholeheartedly endorse Amy Eddy for State District Court Judge in Flathead
County and hope that the Judicial Nomination Commission takes into careful consideration her
fourteen years of legal experience in making its decision.

77 Sincerely,
L e A

Drew Blewett
Attorney
Hoyt and Blewett PLLC
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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TELEPHONE (406) 721-3400

FAX (406) 721-6985
www.wordenthane‘com

DONOVAN WORDEN, SR., 1892-1967
DONOVAN WORDEN, JR., 1918-2001

JEREMY G. THANE, RETIRED

August 25, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Letter of Support for Amy Eddy's judicial application

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

RONALD A. BENDER
PATRICK G. FRANK
MARTIN S. KING
PATRICK DOUGHERTY
W. CARL MENDENHALL
GAIL M. HAVILAND
SHANE A. VANNATTA
PETER S. DAYTON
SEAN M. MORRIS

REID J. PERKINS
WILLIAM E. McCARTHY
MATTHEW J. CUFFE
JANE E. COWLEY
COLLEEN M. DOWDALL
AMY M. SCOTT SMITH
JORI QUINLAN

JESSE C. KODADEK
CHRIS A. JOHNSON
ROSS KEOGH

I am writing in support of Amy Eddy's application for the judicial position vacated by the retirement of

the Honorable Ted Lympus in the Eleventh Judicial District, Flathead County.

I represent a client who is adverse to Ms. Eddy's clients in a case which has spanned several years. A
difficult and complex case such as ours provides ample opportunity to observe the character,
professionalism, and acumen of your opponent. Many attorneys in this litigation crucible would be

unable to handle the extended, complicated, and challenging issues presented.

However, through the litigation, Ms. Eddy has risen. Her stellar reputation was built on a keen
intelligence and a thorough understanding of the law, while maintaining a temperament which combines
firmness, patience, understanding, and common sense. She maintains the highest professional conduct
and courtesy. Her ability to handle this complex case, which has both a range of difficult personalities
and egos as well as unusual and unique issues of law, reveal all the necessary qualities to make an

outstanding district court judge.

It will not be easy for anyone to fill Judge Lympus' position. Judge Lympus was fair, decisive, and
knowledgeable. These qualities are essential in a judge. I can say, with great confidence, Ms. Eddy
possesses these qualities. I highly recommend Ms. Eddy and I believe she should receive your strongest

consideration.

Sincerely,




Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, August 28, 2015 3:21 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment: Eddy

From: Tim Strauch [mailto:tstrauch@strauchlawfirm.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 8:18 AM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Montana 11th Judicial District Court Vacancy - Applicant Amy Poehling Eddy

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Ms. Menzies and Commission Members:

Please accept this letter as my strong recommendation for the submission of Amy Eddy’s name to Governor Bullock for
appointment to the Montana 11" Judicial District Court to the fill the vacant seat being created by the retirement of the
Honorable Ted O. Lympus.

Over the years, my practice has included several substantial civil cases in Flathead County and | have experienced
firsthand the tremendous workload of the 11" Judicial District Court. | have known Amy for many years and | have had
the chance to work with her and against her. She has the trial experience and the work ethic that is so desperately
needed for this position.

Please recommend Amy to Governor Bullock for appointment to the Court. If there us anything further | might provide,
please feel free to contact me directly. Thank you for your important service to the people of this State.

Timothy B. Strauch
Attorney at Law

STRAUCH LAW FIRM, PLLC
257 West Front Street, Suite A
MISSOULA, MONTANA 59802
PHONE (406) 532-2600

FAX (406) 542-3332
tstrauch@strauchlawfirm.com

NOTICE: This e-mail transmission and any documents accompanying it contain information originating from the Strauch Law Firm. The transmission and any
accompanying information are intended solely for the named recipient(s) and may contain privileged, confidential and proprietary information belonging to the firm,
its clients or other parties, legally protected by the Attorney-Client Privilege, the Work Product Doctrine or other applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient,
disclosure of this information to you is inadvertent and unauthorized, and you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action
in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited, that the documents should be destroyed immediately, and that you should confirm such
destruction to tstrauch@strauchlawfirm.com or (406) 532-2600. Thank you.




August 31, 2015
Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies
Office of the Court Administrator
P.0. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

To Whom It May Concern:

[ am writing to express my support for Amy Eddy as a candidate for district court
judge. As along time Flathead Valley resident and business owner, I believe Amy
has the ideal qualities to serve in this position and that our community would be
fortunate to have her in this role.

[ was raised in Bigfork where my family has owned and operated numerous
businesses, including the Mountain Lake Lodge and Bigfork Stage Stop. After
returning to the Flathead Valley from undergraduate and graduate school in 1998, |
founded and operated Jest Gallery. I have also worked as an adjunct instructor of
art history at FVCC. Currently, [ serve on the board for Stumptown Art Studio and
for the Whitefish Community Foundation where I am on the Community Impact
(grants) committee. [ have known Amy in both a personal and professional capacity
for 15 years and believe that she will make an excellent judge.

Through the years that [ have known her, [ have always admired Amy’s ability to
organize and efficiently balance her family and career. Amy is intelligent, dedicated,
pragmatic, even tempered, and fair. She has an excellent work ethic. She is uniquely
able to put aside emotion and to clearly approach difficult problems. I have found
her advice (both personal and professional) to be clear, honest, balanced, and well
informed. I strongly believe that she will bring all of these attributes to the position
as district court judge and that our community would benefit from having her in this
position.

Sincerely,
Monica Pastor

715 Blue Heron Drive
Whitefish, MT 59937
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August 29, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c¢/o0 Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 208005

Helena, M'T 59620-3005

To whom it May Concern:

Please accept this letter of recommendation for Amy Eddy as District Court Judge for the
Eleventh Judicial District.

Amy has been one of my dearest friends for the past thirteen years. She is extremely
loyal and has been an invaluable sounding board throughout that time. I have
particularly valued her ability to quickly assess a situation and contribute an unbiased
perspective.

She is an actively involved and devoted mother and wife who raises her children with
fairness and integrity.

Amy is a valued member of our community in the Flathead Valley. Together we have
volunteered for the Flathead Valley Ski Race Team and Kalispell Montessori
Elementary in many capacities. Not only is she the voice of reason, she gets it done.

Personally, she has helped me obtain a fair and equitable lease for my business, offered
solid business advice for both of my businesses, created our family will, and been a
resource for educational advice for my children.

Amy would bring a tremendous amount of acumen to the Kalispell Court. This is the
right path for her, and I would be comforted to know that someone of Amy’s integrity
would be upholding justice for our community.

Sincerely,

Lesley Thompson

Glacier Ginger Brew and Thompson Design and Management
22 Montana Avenue * Whitefish, MT 59937

406-261-5377 * derles.thompson@gmail.com
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" Attornay at Law .
P.O. Box 1570 -
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Judicial Nomination Commission -
c/o Lois Menzies =~ . -
-Office of the Court Administrator
P.0. Box 203005 o
Helena, MT 59620-3005

 RE:  Amy Pochling Eddy/11" Judicial District Court Vacanéy

Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

I write in enthusiastic support of Amy Eddy’s application for appointment to the bench in the -
11" Judicial District. I have known Ms. Eddy for approximately nine years and have had the ,

‘opportunity to work with her on the MTLA Amicus Committee. She is hard-working, thoughtful . -
and smart. Her application presents an opportunity to place an extremely qualified civil attorney
on the bench in Flathead County. o , ' '

~ Amy has shown herself to be an attorney that can ably handle complex litigation and ensure

justice for her clients. As the head of the MTLA Amicus Committee, Amy has filed or assisted -
in the filing of dozens of briefs in cases that affect the rights of all Montanaris. In’doing so, Amy

- has often been a voice of reason and moderation, exhibiting the sort of demeanor we all hope to
see in our judges, if not in ourselves. - ' ' '

Furthér, she works tirelessly. Attempting to wrangle a group of attorneys from across the state

into a cohesive bunch and get them to volunteer to spend many hours on briefs is no casy task;

yet Amy made it ook casy. She did so by doing much-of the hard work herself. This shows that
-she will be a judge who keeps up with her caseload, works endlessly to administer justice and

~ brings her considerable talents to the bench.

" I’ﬁ. a'n_'i‘déal _World, our best ahd_ibﬁghteéfen& up as our. judges. 'Ainy’s' applicéﬁoh pfe-s?ehts'a -
- chance to make Montana a bit more ideal. Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts. -

. ..Sincefcly;. :




LAMB & CAREY

Attorneys; Attorneys at Law Legal Assistants:
2601 Broadway
MICHEAL F. LAMB Helena, MT 59601 LARAE HILL, Paralegat
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_ Facsimile: (406) 4412100 :
JAMES P, CAREY . VALERIE BELLIVEAU
jamic@lambandcarey.com valerie@lambandcarey.com

August 24, 2015

Judicial Nominations Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
Post Office Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Commissioners:

Iam writing this letter in support of the application of Kalispell attorney Amy Eddy to replace Judge .
Lympus in the Eleventh Judicial District. Over the course of her career I have had the opportunity
to work with Ms. Eddy on various litigated legal matters, and have worked with her in fulfillment
of professional service obligations as well. T am very pleased that she has elected to pursue an
appointment; I believe she would be an excellent judge.

~ I am unaware of anyone who has obtained so quickly in their career the breadth and depth of

experience which Amy has achieved. That experience is not a function merely of opporttunity, but,
rather, recognition by her brothers and sisters in the bar that she has the specialized skill set
necessary to get the job done — and done very well. She has the very finest quality analytical and
writing skills. She has a quick, incisive mind. She reaches her conclusions advisedly, after
thoroughly considering every point of view. She has a contemplative, positive “judicious”
temperament and is a genuine pleasure to work with. She is courteous and professional with
everyone. Sheis an efficient worker possessed of a tremendous work ethic. I have been particularly
impressed with her ability to maintain perspective and professionalism in some extremely
serious/contentious circumstances. '

From the perspective of the practicing bar and the people of the State of Montana — I see Amy’s
application as an opportunity for all of us. She sees the justice system as what it is — the foundation
for our society — and works to make it better for all of us. She has strong family values and is an
engaged and active member of her community. I appreciate very much your service and




consideration of my recommendation. It is my sincerely held belief that if Amy were selected to
serve pursuant to your evaluative process that you would never have reason to regret the decision.
She would do a great job.

If you have additional questions or concerns, please feel free to give me a call anytime at your
convenience,

Very truly yours,
LAMB & CAREY
Micheal F. Lamb

MFL/lh



August 31, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620

Re:  Amy Poehling Eddy — Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge Appointment
Dear Commission Members:

[ write in strong support of Amy Eddy’s nomination and appointment as a district court
judge for the Eleventh Judicial District Court. Ms. Eddy is a thoughtful, deliberate, fair and talented
lawyer who will make a significant contribution to the State of Montana if appointed as disttict court
judge.

Ms. Eddy has a tremendous work ethic and excellent analytical and writing skills. In fact,
she is so well respected in the legal community for these attributes that eight former Supreme Court
justices asked her to write an amicus brief on their behalf before the U.S. Supreme Court in the
constitutionally significant case, American Tradition Partnership v. Bullock. We can expect that Ms.
Eddy, if appointed, will render high-quality rulings that apply the law thoughtfully and faitly.

Perhaps as important as her legal skills will be her judicial demeanor. Ms. Eddy is even
tempered and practices law with integrity and respect for others. In addition, she has a keen
sensibility about how the legal system impacts real people in their everyday lives. In a recent case in
which we co-counseled, I was impressed with not only her sharp legal skills, but also her genuine
caring for clients. She cares about the community as well, having served on the Whitefish School
Board for a time, while maintaining an active practice.

Finally, while appointment of Ms. Eddy is warranted on her own merits, it would have the
added benefit of bringing more diversity to the Montana judicial system. First, many district court
judges in Montana come from a criminal practice background. Ms. Eddy’s active experience as a
civil trial attorney prepares her well for moving complex civil cases in a timely and fair way. She will
be effective from day one, without having to face a steep learning curve. Secondly, we ate very
fortunate that the best and most qualified candidate for this judicial appointment also happens to be
a woman. When women ate faitly represented on our courts, those coutrts are more reflective of the
diverse population in this state.

In closing, I urge you to nominate Amy Poehling Eddy for Eleventh Judicial District Coutt
judge. Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Aidy

Andrée Larose

MORRISON, SHERWOOD, WILSON & DEOLA, PLLP
P.O. Box 557

Helena, MT 59624




Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 2:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy

From: John Anderson [mailto:janderson@conradianderson.com]
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 1:51 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Cc: Diane Conradi

Subject: Amy Eddy Recommendation

Dear Commissioners,

We are writing to encourage you to appoint Amy Eddy as District Court Judge of the
11th Judicial District, filling the vacancy left by the retirement of Judge Lympus.

Ms. Eddy possesses the work ethic, intelligence, and temperament to serve the people
of our county and state. In addition to her experience before the bench, which includes
representing clients in both simple and complex cases, she has served as our local bar
association’s president and been involved in other civic causes. She has always acted
with promptness, professionalism, and the upmost competency.

You would do well to consider her application for the bench.
Sincerely,

John Anderson and Diane Conradi

CONRADI | ANDERSON ..
P.0. Box 1424

307 Spokane Ave, Suite 102
Whitefish, Montana 59937

p. (406) 863-9681 f. (406) 863-9684

This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized use, review, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 2:58 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy

From: Stillwater Mountain Lodge [mailto:info@stillwatermtnlodge.com]
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 1:12 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Amy Eddy:: District Court Judge nomination

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies,

I am writing to give my personal recommendation for Amy Eddy to be appointed District Court Judge for the Eleventh Judicial District. I am
co-owner of Stillwater Mountain Lodge & Nordic Ski Center in Whitefish. We have sought Amy's legal advice and services on numerous
occasions during the course of our decade in business. Amy's efficiency, professionalism and intelligence are what leads us back to choosing
to work with Amy when in need.

I have known Amy outside of the work environment as well for well over a decade, and witness her tireless effort with regard to community
involvement, past dedication to the school board, in addition to volunteer work for organizations in which her children are involved.

Please strongly consider Amy Eddy for appointment.
Sincerely,

Kirsten Sabin

Stillwater Mountain Lodge

Whitefish



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 2:57 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy

From: Paul Tranel [mailto:ptranel@bebtlaw.com]

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2015 9:15 AM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Amy Eddy Recommendation - 11th Judicial District Court

Re:  Amy Eddy — Judicial Nomination
Date: August 31, 2015

Dear Judicial Nomination Committee:

| am writing this letter of recommendation in support of Amy Eddy’s appointment to the judicial
vacancy in the 11th Judicial District Court, Flathead County, Montana. | am a civil defense attorney
practicing in Missoula since 1995 and I've had a number of cases with Amy over the course of our
careers. On each occasion | have found her to be very good to deal with, she is knowledgeable,
professional, writes well, and represents her clients in a skillful manner that serves their interests
well. She has consistently shown an even temperament, even when dealing with the frustrations and
challenges of the adversarial process we’re involved in. From my experience with her, and from
hearing colleagues’ comments as well, | offer high recommendation in support of her appointment to
this judicial vacancy.

Sincerely,

Paul N. Tranel

Bohyer, Erickson, Beaudette & Tranel, P.C.
P.O.Box 7729

Missoula, MT 59807

(406) 532-7800

ptranel@bebtlaw.com




s
Blake

28 August 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Amy Eddy support

Office of the Court Administrator:

I’'m writing in support of Amy Eddy’s appointment to the judicial seat in
Flathead County. She will be an excellent choice to fill the opening of Judge
Lympus’ created by his retirement. Amy is a licensed, full time practicing
attorney; she is of good character, sound mind, smart, fair and I could go on
and on with her qualifications.

I strongly support Amy.

Thank you.

Rick Blake
rick@bigskyinc.com

P.O. Box 700 Whitefish MT 59937 406 863 2201




LAWRENCE A. ANDERSON

Attorney at Law, P.C. 300 4th Street North
P.O. Box 2608
Great Falls, Montana §9403-2608
Telephone (406) 727-8466
Fax (406) 771-8812
E-Mail laalaw@me.com

September 2, 2015
VIA US MAIL AND EMAIL: Imenzies @mt.gov

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Eleventh Judicial District, District Court Vacancy
Amy Poehling Eddy

Dear Commissioners:

My purpose in writing is to encourage the Commission to move Amy Eddy’s application to
Governor Bullock. The reasons I feel strongly about this recommendation are set forth below.

I have known Amy since she came onto the MTLA Amicus Committee 15 years ago. At that
time, Amy had just graduated from law school. In my experience, it was unprecedented for a
newly minted lawyer to ask to be on the amicus committee. However, her willingness to serve at
that stage in her legal career speaks clearly about Amy’s intellectual power and courage. Any
reservations about placing a lawyer so young on our committee were short-lived. Amy quickly
became a major contributor in our conferences; and she quickly made major contributions as a
writer on cases in which we became involved as amicus. Ultimately, she became Chair of the
MTLA Amicus Committee.

A case that speaks volumes about Amy is her work on behalf of former Supreme Court Justices
in the Western Tradition Partnership case. Amy realized the case was about far more than
campaign spending in political races. She recognized the implications of the case in the context
of an independent judiciary. Accordingly, she organized the retired Montana Supreme Court
Justices and wrote an amicus brief on their behalf. This amicus brief is one of the few scholarly
works in the country on the implications of the Citizens United in the context of the popular
election of judges.

While this amicus brief represents a major contribution to the jurisprudence on the independence
of the judiciary, it demonstrates far more about Amy’s leadership ability. Amy approached a
group of people 20 to 30 years older than she and convinced them to become involved in this
issue.



Amy is now a seasoned lawyer, with extraordinary trial and appellate experience. Her
intellectual vigor and leadership qualities will serve the District Court in the Eleventh Judicial
District quite well.

I encourage you to move Amy Eddy’s application to Governor Bullock’s desk.

Thank you for consideration.

Very truly yours,

Lawrence A. Anderson
LAA/teb

c: Mona Charles Richard A. Simonton Lane Larson Elizabeth Halverson
Ryan Rusche Nancy Zadick Hal Harper
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ATTORNEYS AT LAwW

257 WEesT FRONT STREET, SUITE A
P.O. Box 8131
MissouLa, MoNTANA 59802
PuoNE: 406-542-3330
Fax: 406-542-3332

Davip R. PaoL1 DAVIDPAOLI @PAOLI-LAW.COM

September 2, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission

c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator VIA E-MAIL: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE: Amy Poehling Eddy Application for Eleventh Judicial Judgeship
Dear Judicial Nomination Commissioner and Governor Steve Bullock:

I write in support of Amy Eddy’s application to fill the judgeship vacancy in the Eleventh
Judicial District. I enthusiastically support Ms. Eddy to be the next judge in the Eleventh
Judicial District and ask the Judicial Nomination Commission to forward her name to Governor
Bullock and respectfully request the Governor appoint Amy to this position.

Amy has shown herself to be not only a fine and experienced lawyer for her clients, but
she also shares her very precise legal intellect with the Montana legal community as a whole.
Through Amy’s scholarship as a practicing attorney and as a “friend of the court” on many
appellate cases, Amy has helped to shape Montana’s jurisprudence over her short time as a
lawyer. Amy’s expansive legal knowledge and ability to solve complicated problems with
common sense will be serve the Eleventh Judicial District very well.

I'have been able to work with Amy on many matters and know that she works extremely
hard, completes all of her tasks in a timely fashion, and will serve the Eleventh Judicial District
with distinction.

Thank you for considering my strong support for Ms. Eddy’s appointment for the
position of District Court Judge for the Eleventh Judicial District.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Verysgincerely yours,

-

David R. Paoli

DRP/mmi



PHONE 406-444-7794
FAX 406-444-7798
TDD 406-444-0532

WWW.WCC.DLI.MT.GOV

1625 11" AVENUE
P.O. BOX 537
HeLENA, MT 59624-0537

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COURT

DAvVID M. SANDLER
JUDGE

September 3, 2015

Judicial Nominations Commission
Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Eleventh Judicial District Court Vacancy

Dear Judicial Nominations Commission,

| write to recommend Amy Eddy for appointment to the vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial
District Court.

| have known Amy since the early 2000s, when she starting practicing in Kalispell and
we found ourselves on the opposite sides of cases. As opposing counsel, | found her to
be an exceptional lawyer and advocate for her clients. Whether investigating the facts
of the case or researching the law, Amy left no stone unturned. She was extremely
competent, professional, and ethical. In 2010, | became one of her law partners. As
her law partner, | saw Amy work tirelessly for her clients and for organizations for which
she volunteered her time. | admired the way Amy advised her clients, as she always
informed them of their legal rights and the risks of the litigation process, without any
sugarcoating.

Amy possesses all of the attributes of an exceptional judge. She is intelligent,
thoughtful, decisive, and pragmatic. Her legal writing is articulate and precise. She
handles herself in a professional manner. She is a hard worker and is therefore the
type of person the court needs to handle the extremely large caseload of a judge in the
Eleventh Judicial District.

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”
AUXILIARY AIDS AND SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES



Judicial Nominations Commission
September 3, 2015
Page 2 of 2

On a personal level, Amy is a devoted wife and mother of her two daughters. She is
also actively involved in our community. Amy easily relates to people from all walks of
life and treats everyone with respect and kindness.

The Eleventh Judicial District would be well-served by having Amy as a judge. | urge
you to forward her name to Governor Bullock for his consideration.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Dﬁl/‘l—y/ M. J,, =i
David M. Sandler
Judge, Montana Workers’ Compensation Court
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Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies '
‘Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

VIA U.S. MAIL & E-MAIL: mtsupremecourt@mt.gov

RE: Eleventh Judicial District Judgeship — Amy Eddy
Dear Judicial Appointment Commission:

We understand that you have the challenging job of selecting a nominee from a
group of qualified judicial candidates for Montana Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge.
We write you today to recommend Amy Eddy, whom we believe would be a truly
outstanding judge.

Based on our extensive experience actively litigating in Montana’s courts, and our
knowledge of Amy’s experience, character and flawless iritegrity, we firmly believe that
she is a perfect fit to serve as a judge on our Eleventh Judicial District Court.

During the course of Amy’s years as a Montana lawyer she has gained experience
and expertise in a wide variety of legal settings including complex civil litigation,
employment law, personal injury, insurance coverage litigation and appellate advocacy.
Amy’s expertise is founded on extensive legal knowledge, integrity and a commitment to
the fair resolution of cases. ,

We have had the opportunity to work with Amy and has been able to observe her
in her successful legal practice. We are confident in her ability to fairly and effectively
interpret the law without bias or prejudice towards either side. We believe that Amy’s

~ strong connection with and commitment to the people of the Flathead Valley will be

~invaluable in her ability to be a fair and impartial judge. This connection also assures her

commitment to the demands of the position and will motivate her to effectively manage
the extensive docket she can expect as an Eleventh Judicial District Court Judge.



Judicial Nomination Commission
Page Two
August 26, 2015

In sum, the Eleventh Judicial District Court, and the citizens it serves, would
benefit enormously from Amy’s experience, intellect and integrity. We offer our full
support for Amy Eddy’s nomination for appointment as District Court Judge. Thank you
for the opportunity to participate in this important process.

Sincérely,

Roger Sullvan

A,

Allan McGarvey

On Heberling

John Lacey /

R

mn—L@ﬂﬂM ﬂ | /




Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:23 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment: Eddy

From: Todd Hammer [mailto:toddhammer@attorneysmontana.com]
Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 8:13 AM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Recommendation for Amy Eddy

Judicial nominations committee:

Please let this e-mail and letter serve as an endorsement of any Amy Eddy for the position of District
Judge in the Montana Eleventh Judicial District of the State of Montana, replacing the Hon. Ted O.
Olympus, who is now retired.

Amy is a hard-working attorney primarily practicing for the best interests of plaintiffs and injured
parties. She is intelligent, writes extremely well, shows good judgment, does excellent research and
would make a good district judge. He has been a good advocate for her clients. | believe she would
be well balanced in her judgment and discretion, particularly in civil cases with which she has had
substantial experience. Amy also is aware of the need for case dockets to move, and | believe that
she will be an efficient judge in terms of moving each case to its proper conclusion.

Thank you very much.

Portions of this e-mail were transcribed using voice recognition software. Every effort was made to ensure
accuracy; however, inadvertent computerized transcriptions errors may be present, and we apologize for any
errors.

DO NOT read, copy or disseminate this communication unless you are the intended addressee. This e-mail
communication contains confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the addressee. If you have
received this communication in error, please call us (collect) immediately at (406) 755-2225 and ask to speak
to the sender of the communication. Also, please reply e-mail to the sender and notify the sender immediately
that you have received the communication in error.

Thank you for your assistance.

Todd A. Hammer

Hammer, Jacobs & Quinn, PLLC

100 Financial Drive, Suite 100

P.O. Box 7310

Kalispell, MT 59904-0310

Telephone No: (406) 755-2225

Facsimile No: (406) 755-5155

e-mail: toddhammer@attorneysmontana.com




Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, September 4, 2015 2:23 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment: Eddy

From: Patrick Sherlock [mailto:pdsherlock@centurylink.net]

Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2015 10:07 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Amy Eddy, candidate for 11th Judicial District Court vacancy

Dear Chairman and Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

Amy Eddy has applied for appointment to be the next District Judge in the 11t Judicial
District Court and is very qualified in background, experience, education and
temperament to hold this position.

I have read all of the “public comments” to date in her file and agree that she should be
one of the three selected by you to be forwarded to Governor Bullock for final selection.

I have been practicing law since 1970 and recently retired after being in private practice
in Flathead County for 38 years and the U.S. Army JAG Corps for nearly four years. | was
on the Montana Supreme Court Commission on Practice for 8 years and was Flathead
County Chief Public Defender for over twenty years. Due to these experiences | became
very familiar with all of the judges and attorneys in our county and western Montana. |
am familiar with all the candidates who have applied for this vacancy and can attest that
Amy Eddy is one of the best candidates for this grueling and difficult job. She will
compliment the already three hard working and competent sitting District Judges in our
county.

Reasons for my recommendation: AGE: Although she is younger than the other
candidates this will serve her well as a District Judge and we will be assured that she
will not soon be retiring due to age and will be better able to handle an increasing heavy
and complex workload. REPUTATION: Amy has an excellent reputation in our
community and from other letters submitted to you has the same reputation all over the
state as well at the University of Montana Law School. GENDER: Being a woman will
assist her and those coming before her of receiving fair consideration of their legal
issues. It is my opinion and frequent experience that women in the law often do better
than men in many respects, especially in dissolutions and criminal cases. Simply put |
find that women jurists often seem to pay more attention to detail and can be more
considerate to those appearing before them. LEGAL UNDERSTANDING: | have discussed
criminal and civil cases with her and was very impressed with her understanding of the
law and her ability to be fair, considerate and forceful when

necessary. TEMPERAMENT: She has the judicial temperament to be a great jurist. |



observed her more than once carefully dissecting legal issues and weighing what was
right and wrong and was not moved by expediency or the result she wanted. Amy was
always honest with me but at the same time was realistic and analytical. Further | do
not feel she has an “agenda” or is “biased” which can be the greatest fear an attorney
can have when appearing before any jurist. BACKGROUND AND COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT: From what | know of Amy Eddy and as stated in letters submitted on her
behalf, she has an excellent background in the law, been extensively involved in pro
bono work and has given considerably to our community. EXPERIENCE: Amy Eddy has
had many experiences in civil law and appellate work. She understands the rules of
evidence and although she did not specifically specialize in criminal law she has enough
experience and sufficient understanding of the criminal justice system to do well in that
area as well. | have discussed criminal law cases with her and was impressed how she
understood the issues involved and how the facts impacted them. In my discussions
with her she has been very thoughtful and insightful in relating her thoughts and
positions to me.

Although many attorneys aspire to become judges, not all are qualified or deserve to be
chosen. Due to her background and qualities, Amy Eddy should be selected by you to be
one of the three attorneys on the list sent to the Governor. If selected by Governor
Bullock, she will serve with distinction.

Your attention to this matter is appreciated.
Patrick Sherlock

Attorney Retired
Kalispell, MT



CHRISTIAN, SAMSON & JONES, PLLC

Attorneys at Law

CALVIN T. CHRISTIAN LIANA MESSER

RIGHARD 1. SAMSON I W, BRETT AMRINE

KEVIN S. JONES+ MISSOULA, MT 59802 AARON M. NEILSON-~

PAUL E. FICKES, LL.M. in Tax TEL: 406-721-7772 FAX: 406-721-7776 *DAVID R. CHISHOLM:- of Counsel

EMAIL: ctc@csjlaw.com

+ Also Licensed in Texas
~ Also Licensed in Washington

September 5, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
mtsupremecourt@mt.qov.

RE: LETTER RECOMMENDING AMY EDDY FOR JUDGESHIP
To Whom It May Concern:

In my opinion, no one is better suited to fill the position of retiring Judge Ted Lympus than
Flathead County based attorney Amy Eddy.

For many years Ms. Eddy has served Flathead County residents and businesses. She is a skilled
and experienced attorney with a reputation for being courteous but tough, knowledgeable and
fair, dedicated and driven. | have had the distinct honor and privilege of working with Ms. Eddy.
Presently, we are co-counsel in a complex piece of class action litigation affecting the residents
of Lake and Flathead Counties, Montana. Her knowledge, skill, and experience with a broad
range of legal matters will be an invaluable asset on the bench.

The State of Montana and Flathead County would be well-served with Ms. Eddy filling Judge
Lympus’ vacancy and | give her my highest endorsement, and recommend that you appoint her
to fill this position until the next judicial election. Should you wish to discuss Ms. Eddy’s
qualifications in further detail, please feel free to call me at 406-721-7772.

Sincerely,

CHRISTIAN, SAMSON & JONES, PLLC

/sl Calvin T. Christian

Calvin T. Christian


mailto:ctc@csjlaw.com
mailto:mtsupremecourt@mt.gov
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Judicial Nominating Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Amy Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Judgeship
Dear Judicial Nominating Commission:

I am writing to urge you to nominate Amy Eddy for the District Court Judgeship for the Eleventh
Judicial District,

[ have known Amy for the last ten years and have found her to be intelligent, hardworking,
diligent and fair. I believe a District Court Judge in Montana should reflect such values on
behalf of the community in which she serves. Amy would be an excellent judge and the people
of the Eleventh Judicial District would be proud to know she is on the bench.
Respectfully submitted,
urt M. Jacksom

KMJ:ji




E carey law firm, p.C.

September 9, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/ o Ms. Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator
P.O. Box 2033005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

RE:  Amy Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Judge Vacancy
Dear Members of the Judicial Nomination Commission:

Our firm is pleased to write in support of Amy Eddy’s appointment as District Court
Judge in the Eleventh Judicial District Court. We are confident that Flathead County and
the State of Montana will be well-served with Amy’s appointment to this upcoming
vacancy.

In the years we have known Amy, she has shown herself to be one of the brightest,
hardest working, and most devoted attorneys in the Montana bar. While maintaining a
busy civil litigation practice, she has also managed to serve in numerous positions with
the Montana Trial Lawyers Association, including president, board member, and
member of the Amicus Committee. This has allowed us to observe Amy’s keen mind and
honed writing skills, along with her commitment to and passion for the law and justice.
It should also be noted that while Amy has served as an advocate in her many roles with
the MTLA, she has always done so objectively and with the utmost respect for her
colleagues on all sides of the aisle. We believe her demeanor in this regard specially equip
her to serve Montana and its citizens as a District Court Judge.

Amy has also been an educator and mentor throughout her practice of law. She has
presented several CLE seminars and written a number of articles for MTLA’s Trial
Trends, all of which have been timely, informative, and well-organized. They also speak
to Amy’s desire to not only advance the practice of law, but assist her colleagues in
making their practices more efficient for the lawyer, and more effective for the client.
Amy has also been very well-prepared for her CLE presentations, and she demonstrates
a command of the topics on which she has presented and presents them clearly and with
authority. We consequently believe that, as a judge, Amy’s interactions with the public,
attorneys, and court staff would command admiration and respect.

The diversity of Amy’s practice over the years has also equipped her to serve effectively

as a District Court Judge. She has a breadth of knowledge in the complexities of civil
litigation, and has also represented clients in the area of family and criminal law. This is

225 W. Broadway_PO. Box 8659_Missoula, MT 59807-8659 406.728.0011 ﬁ 406.728.0877 I attorneys@carey-law.com




Judicial Nomination Commission

RE:- Amy Eddy - Eleventh Judicial District Judge Vacancy
September 9, 2015

Page 2

a unique legal foundation for an incoming judge to possess, and Amy’ practical
experience in this regard will assist her in judging each case with insight, objectivity, and
efficiency.

In short, we can think of no better person to fill the upcoming vacancy for Eleventh
Judicial District Judge. Thank you for your service and your consideration.

Very truly yours,

CAREY LAW FIrRM, P.C.

g e S

Steven S. Carey

DTL:kaw
c Amy Eddy, Esq.



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 8:11 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy

From: Erik Thueson [mailto:ethueson@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 4:42 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Recommendation to Judicial Nomination Commission Re: Amy Eddy

I would like to put in a word for Amy Eddy regarding the vacancy in the
Eleventh Judicial District.

I have known Amy for approximately a decade. She is an energetic and
bright attorney with incredible analytical and legal writing skills. She 1s
also a compassionate person who I know will treat everyone in her court
with respect and courtesy.

I think we have the opportunity to choose a first class person to be our
judge and I urge you to send her name to the Governor for consideration.

Thank you,

Erik B. Thueson



Cook, Kevin

From: Menzies, Lois

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 8:10 PM
To: Cook, Kevin

Subject: Public Comment -- Eddy

From: robert.creamer@bresnan.net [mailto:robert.creamer@bresnan.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 4:56 PM

To: MT Supreme Court,

Subject: Amy Eddy for Judicial Nomination

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005
Helena, MT 59620-3005

September 9, 2015, by email

RE: Replacement for Judge Ted Lympus

Gentlepersons:

May | recommend Amy Eddy for replacement of the office of Judge Ted Lympus. In an era of rising distrust in all government

departments, | believe the appointment of Ms. Eddy, a person of high competence and high integrity, would be appropriate and
beneficial to her community.

Robert Creamer
600 Liberty Street #13
Kalispell, MT 59901



GRADEN HAHN

September 11, 2015

. Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, Montana 59620-3005

Re: Eleventh Judicial District Court — Amy Poehling Eddy

Dear Members of the Commission,

I write in wholehearted suppbrt of Amy Eddy’s application to fill the judicial vacancy left by
Judge Lympus in the Eleventh Judicial District. I urge you to endorse Ms. Eddy to Governor
Bullock for her appointment to the bench.

Amy is as clear minded & legal thinker as I know. She is as efficient in her analysis of issues as
she is efficient with her time and energies to get things done.

Amy has demonstrated her clear thinking, effective reasoning, sound judgment, and thoughtful
execution of well-planned problem solving to the benefit of her clients and community in
innumerable roles —Whitefish School District Education Foundation Board Member, Montana
Justice Foundation Board Member, Montana Trial Lawyers President and longtime chair of the
Amicus Committee, and Flathead Valley Ski Foundation Board Member — to name but a sub-set.
Amy has done all this while successfully managing her civil litigation caseload and firms, and
nurturing her two young daughters and long-time marriage to her college sweetheart — no small

accomplishments.

I am fortunate to call Amy my colleague in the law as well as my friend. Ihave every confidence
in her ability to compassionately address the difficult legal challenges she will face from the
bench while simultaneously honoring Flathead County citizens’ trust in her to efficiently and
effectively manage her courtroom and staff, and direct public resources in the interests of
justice. I have observed Amy’s commitment to her local and statewide communities since I met
her a decade ago. She has actively participated in understanding the pressures and challenges
faced by her neighbors in the Flathead Valley, and assuredly will apply that understanding in
deciding her cases. Having grown up in Whitefish, I'm glad to have such a qualified and
compassionate candidate for judge to serve my friends and family living in the Valley.

Amy’s resume and many accomplishments attest to her earned knowledge and breadth of
experience. She will make a fine judge, and I respectfully submit my support of her
appointment for your consideration and approval.

Sin relyM
Griden Hahn

1106 8t Avenue Helena, Montana 59601 graden. hahn @gmail.com




Kimberly S. More
CROWLEX | FLELKu 1667 Whitefish Stage Road, Suite 101

P.O, Box 759
Kalispell, MT 59901-0759
406.751.3263

September 11, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Amy Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies,

I am writing to support the appointment of Amy Eddy for the vacancy in the Eleventh Judicial
District Court, Flathead County.

I have had the pleasure of having known and litigated cases against Amy since 2001. Amy is a
very fine attorney and I always look forward to working with her. As an attorney who primarily
represents defendants in civil litigation, I have observed Amy’s dedication and advocacy of her
clients’ positions while still maintaining courtesy and respect for the opposing party. She is
intelligent, fair, thoughtful, thorough and creative and abides by the highest standards of ethical
conduct. I fully believe that Amy possesses the ability to fairly adjudicate contested matters in
accordance with applicable law. Amy would make a fine judge.

I endorse Amy’s application. The citizens of the Eleventh Judicial District will be well served
by her appointment as our next district court judge. Thank you for consideration of my
comments.

Sincer

Kimberly S. More

BILLINGS BISMARCK BOZEMAN HELENA KALISPELL MISSOULA WILLISTON



Angela K. Jacobs
15 Park Avenue
Whitefish, MT 59937
Home: (406) 212-4616
Work: (406) 863-2444
ajacobs@cityofwhitefish.org

Via First Class Mail and E-mail
September 11, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Dear Judicial Nomination Commission:

| am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Amy Eddy. | believe Amy would
be an excellent candidate to replace Judge Ted Lympus in the Eleventh Judicial District Court.

Amy and | met in law school and had numerous cases together throughout my former
career in private practice. | have always found Amy to be extremely competent, reasonable,
timely and intelligent. | have been impressed with her command of the law as well as her
ability to work professionally with opposing counsel, her clients and the court. | believe Amy
has a firm grasp on the challenges facing the Eleventh Judicial District and she is well-equipped
to handle those challenges. | '

| have found Amy to be a very ethical lawyer. | would not hesitate to take Amy at her
word. She has always been straight-forward and honest in her communications with me.

I have also enjoyed Amy on a personal level. She has a maturity, sense of humor and
balanced viewpoint that will carry her far and that would well-serve the judiciary.

I would not hesitate to recommend Amy for the position of District Court Judge. If | can
answer any questions or be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Slncerely,

Ang%cobs
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MISSOULA, MT 59807-8568
e-mail: cj@kalksteinlaw.com
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Helia Jazayeri
Jennifer Loobey,
Office Manager

September 11, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Administrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620

Re: Amy Eddy
District Court — Flathead County

Dear Ms. Menzies:

I respectfully recommend Kalispell attorney Amy Eddy to the Judicial Nomination
Commission. I have known Amy for more than fifteen years. She is a gifted trial
lawyer — intelligent, pragmatic, reasonable, and kind. Her work on trial- and
appellate-level matters has been, in my experience, outstanding.

I have litigated with Amy and have always been impressed with her case planning,
strategy, and ability to expertly examine witnesses — friend and foe alike. I have
also appreciated Amy’s pre-litigation approach, which involves meaningful
investigate work and strategizing potential case issues before a lawsuit is ever
filed. Amy doesn’t run blindly into litigated cases and figure it out as she goes; she
knows where she’s headed from the beginning. This not only benefits the client for
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whom Amy advocates, but also the many litigants-that-never-were — those with
tangential or irrelevant connections to a case but whom lesser counsel would bring
in with a “let the jury sort them out” shoulder shrug. Who not to involve in a
litigated matter is as important a question as any other, and Amy takes that
gatekeeping role very seriously.

As disappointing as it will be to lose Amy from the ever-shrinking pool of
reasonable litigators and fair fighters, we all come out ahead with her appointment
to the bench. She brings optimism, pragmatism, and a principled set of legal skills
that can only further the efficient administration of justice, improve the quality of
lawyering before her, and strengthen the public’s confidence in our judiciary.

Amy will be an outstanding judge and I recommend her highly. Thank you.

Veljﬁ/truly yours,

)

CIjl




RossbachLawrc

William A. Rossbach, Attorney at Law Rossbach Law, P.C. Shelley M. Young, Paralegal
401 North Washington Street 406-543-5156 | office Michelle Netzer Maier, Paralegal
P.0.Box 8988, Hellgate Station 406-728-8878 | fax

Missoula MT 59807-8988 bill@rossbachlaw.com

September 11, 2015

Montana Judicial Nomination Commission
c/o Lois Menzies

Office of Court Administrator

Box 203005

Helena, Montana 59620

Re: Eleventh Judicial District Vacancy
Commission Members:

| strongly support Amy Eddy for appointment to the bench in the Eleventh Judicial
District.

| have known Amy for more than 10 years as an extremely intelligent, dedicated, and
compassionate lawyer who has the important characteristic for a judge of maintaining
civility and an even temperament in the most heated courtroom battles.

As a relatively young member of the Board of the Montana Trial Lawyers, Amy early
demonstrated her leadership and became one of the youngest presidents we have ever
had. Since then she has continued to play an important leadership role as the chair of
our amicus committee. In that capacity she has become one of the most knowledgeable
analysts of Montana law and has been directly or indirectly responsible for making
significant arguments to the Montana Supreme Court on issues of great importance to
Montana citizens, consumers, and small businesses.

Of great import for the citizens of Flathead County, Amy is one of the hardest working
people | know, never declining any new responsibility she is asked to take on and always
getting it done in a timely and well prepared way. As everyone involved in the justice
system knows, justice delayed is justice denied, and those who come before Amy as a
judge will be assured that she will be fair and timely in making her decisions.

Based on her career to date, you can be certain that Amy possesses the most important
characteristics you and the constituents of Flathead County would want: intelligence,
legal knowledge, fairness, dedication, and civility. | urge your nomination of Amy to the
Governor. She will be a great addition to the bench who will serve well the people of
the Eleventh Judicial District.

Sincerely,

s/William A. Rossbach



M A \ x / ELL Katherine P. Maxwell, Attorney
Betsy Cummings, Legal Assistant
LAW, rLLC |

P.O.Box167 « 226 Third Avenue East «» Kalispell, MT 59903-0167
p: (406)755-5408 » f: (406) 755-5409 » maxwellk@centurytel.net

September 10, 2015

Judicial Nomination Commission
¢/o Lois Menzies

Office of the Court Admiinistrator
P.O. Box 203005

Helena, MT 59620-3005

Re:  Amy Eddy
Dear Ms. Menzies:

I 'am'writing to express my support for Amy Eddy to fill the vacancy on the bench in the -
Eleventh Judicial District Court. The qualities I have observed in Amy as a colleague are
the qualities that would make her a superlative judge.

Amy knows the law, but more importantly, quickly analyses the facts and applies the law
to the facts. She is extremely well organized in her work and can be relied upon to deal
with an issue in a timely manner. Because she is one of the best personal injury attorneys I
know, I have often referred my family law clients with problems in that area to Amy. The
feedback I have received, even when she has not taken a case, is that Amy took the
problem seriously, gave it thorough analysis, and gave a clear explanation as to why there
was, or was not, a cause of action. '

As a family law practitioner, I am concerned that our new judge will have the patience and
temperament necessary to handle family law matters. While Amy has limited experience
practicing family law, she will learn the law quickly and she has the life experience that
prepares her to treat litigants respectfully, while putting the best interests of their
children first. I am confident Amy will apply the law in family law. I am confident she will
make the timely decisions needed to allow families in crisis to move on as gracefully as
possible. I am confident litigants will believe they have been treated fairly in her court.

Amy will give the public the assurance that justice is properly and fairly being delivered in
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Flathead County, and I support her application for the position.

Sincerely,

e P, Mgt

Katherine P. Maxwell

S
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