
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
FISH AND GAHE COMMITTEE 

MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 5, 1985 

The fifth meeting of the Senate Fish and Game Committee 
was called to order at 1:00 P.rf. on February 5, 1985 by 
Chairman Max Conover in Room 402 of the Capitol Building. 

ROLL CALL: All members were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 255: Senator Jack Galt, District 16, 
presented this bill to the committee. This bill authorizes 
the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks to allow the use 
of muzzleloaders in shotgun hunting areas. He stated we 
have allowed muzzleloaders to shoot on our ranch for several 
years and we have gotten along well with them and have had 
no problem with game damage. 

Chairman Conover asked for proponents. 

Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, gave 
testimony in support of this bill. A copy of his state
ment is attached as Exhibit 1. 

Verle Rademacher, editor and publisher of the Meagher County 
News, gave testimony in support of this bill. A copy of 
his testimony is attached as Exhibit 2. 

Robert VanDerVere, a concerned citizen lobbyist, supports 
this bill although he is opposed to the amendments submitted 
by Jim Flynn. 

Tim Fay, Butte, Montana, supports this bill. A copy of his 
written testimony is attached as Exhibit 3. 

Bill Hammer, Ronan, Montana, gave testimony in support of this 
bill. A copy of his written testimony is attached as Exhibit 4. 

Fred Beyer, Missoula, supports this bill. A copy of his 
written testimony is attached as Exhibit 5. 

Don Knot, Missoula, gave testimony in support of this bill. 
A copy is attached as Exhibit 6. 

Bill Meisner, Stevensville, supports this bill. A copy of 
his written testimony is attached as Exhibit 7. 

Chairman Conover asked for opponents. 
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Bruce Inger, Vice President, Montana Bow Hunters Association, 
gave testimony in opposition to this bill. A copy of his 
testimony is attached as Exhibit 8. 

Chairman Conover opened the hearing for questions. 

Senator Lane asked Mr. Inger if he felt the bow hunters shot 
enough deer to keep the population down. 

Mr. Inger said that is why the Department let the shotgun 
hunters come in. It was open to archers only but we weren't 
harvesting enough animals. 

Senator Lane asked if many deer are wounded and not killed. 

Mr. Inger said there always is a chance of that happening but 
it would be hard to determine how many. 

Senator Severson asked the maximum range a bow hunter can 
shoot. 

Mr. Inger said the maximum range on large game is 30 to 40 
yards. 

Senator Severson said bow hunters talk about a need to be 
by themselves to stalk game so they can get close enough 
to shoot. Maximum range on a shotgun is only 50 yards and 
the range on a muzzleloader is 100 yards. They would need 
to stalk their game also. Any good hunter stalks game. 

Mr. Inger commented if we could shoot our bow accurately 
at 100 yards, we could take more animals. 

Senator Jacobson said the effective date is on passage and 
approval. She wondered if this will be put into effect this 
fall. 

Mr. Flynn said he would assume that if this bill passes any 
season that might come up that would apply to this then the 
muzzleloaders would be given consideration. 

Senator Yellowtail asked Mr. Flynn if it is typical in a 
special hunting area to open it to shotguns and bows 
simultaneously. 

Mr. Flynn said we have both. We will have a special shotgun 
season that does not allow archers and a special archer season 
that does not allow shotguns. That is the intent of the amend
ment, to keep this flexibility. What the special season would 
be open for would depend on what we are trying to address. 
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Senator Conover asked if it is the policy of the Department 
to require hunters orange. 

Mr. Flynn said hunters orange is required for all hunters, 
shotguns and muzzleloaders included. The only exemption to 
that is strictly with the archers in their special season. 

Senator Conover asked if there is a safety factor involved 
with the archers in camouflage and the shotguns and muzzle
loaders allowed in the area. 

Verle Rademacher said the bill pertains to special hunts 
where shotguns are already allowed. 

Tim Fay said the archers have five weeks prior to the 
regular hunting season in which they can sneak around in 
the woods. They have no objection to this. Hunter orange 
is required of anyone out hunting big game. This includes 
the archers, muzzleloaders, whatever. We do not want to 
get into a problem with the archers. We are looking at the 
regular season. We don't want to infringe on their 5 week 
special season prior to the regular season. 

Senator Galt closed by stating the bill has been well dis
cussed. He wanted to emphasize that this is not asking for 
a special season. The archers have 5 weeks prior to the 
regular season which the muzzleloaders will not infringe 
on. This bill only pertains to areas where shotguns are 
allowed. He has no problem with the amendment presented 
by Jim Flynn. 

Chairman Conover closed the hearing on SB 255. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 209: Senator Mohar, District 1, presented 
this bill to the committee. He provided committee members 
with a statement of intent for the bill (Exhibit 9). He went 
through the sections of the bill explaining that this would 
provide for a crime stoppers program with the Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. It is his understanding the fund
ing for this program has been approved for $11,000 per year 
by the subcommittee on appropriations. This money would come 
from the license fees that the sportsmen pay. It is possible 
this could be self-funding through gifts and grants. 

Chairman Conover asked for proponents. 

Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks gave 
testimony in support of this bill. A copy is attached as 
Exhibit 10. 

Don Heinz, Montana Wildlife Federation, supports this bill. 
A copy of his testimony is attached as Exhibit 11. 
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Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, supports this bill. 
A copy of her testimony is attached as Exhibit 12. 

Marg Green, Montana Farm Bureau Federation, supports this 
bill. A copy of her testimony is attached as Exhibit 13. 

Jeff Welch, Trails West Taxidermy and other state taxidermists, 
supports this bill. 

Les Graham, Department of Livestock, has been involved in 
a state crime stoppers programs for a couple of years and 
can answer questions concerning their program. The program 
has been very successful for us. We have found that the 
people that we have arrested for livestock crimes are the 
same people that have problems with the wildlife people. 
We work in the same area and have the same type of criminals. 

There were no opponents. 

Chairman Conover opened the hearing for questions. 

Senator Severson asked how successful the toll free line 
has been as far as reporting violations. 

Erwin Kent, Chief of Enforcement, Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks, said he couldn't give an exact accounting. We 
receive 7-8 thousand calls and about 100 of those calls could 
have been potential violations. Out of those, 1/3 resulted 
in citations being issued. 

Senator Severson said if something like this were instituted, 
do you feel that this would decrease substantially the number 
of calls on the toll free lines. 

Mr. Erwin Kent said this type of program has been very successful 
in other states. 

Senator Severson does not think it is right to offer a person 
a reward for reporting a fish and game violation. He has a 
real philosophical problem with this. He wonders what our 
civilization is corning to that if a person sees a violation 
happening that he will not report it unless he receives a 
reward. 

Mr. Kent said this program maintains confidentiality for the 
individual and feels that some people need that assurance 
as they do not want to be involved. 

Senator Severson has no problem with confidentiality but he 
has a problem with the reward. 
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Mr. Flynn said there is an assumption there will be a re-
ward for every bit of information 
the way the program is designed. 
tion network established that the 
and could use. 

we receive. That is not 
There will be a communica
public would be aware of 

Senator Smith asked if this would be used in conjunction with 
the present hot line number. 

Mr. Flynn said we would not discontinue the present mechanism 
that we have. What we will do will depend on discussion 
with the Department of Livestock on their crime stoppers. 
The present program would still be available and working, 
but would be advertised as the crime stoppers program. 

Senator Severson asked if he picked up the 800 line would he 
get a reward for that. 

Les Graham said the type of person that calls in, in most 
cases, is a person that is either related to those that are 
involved in the crime, or associated with the criminal 
violators. They usually will not step fonqard because of 
involvrnent. The fact that the informant is keptconfidential, 
even if a trial is involved, is a plus for this program. We 
give code names to informants and do not actually know their 
real name. Ninety percent of the people that call are either 
involved or associated with the criminal. We have paid very 
few rewards. Most do not want the reward. 

Senator Conover said then the reward system is working well 
in the Department of Livestock. 

Les Graham said we have only paid out $2,000 in reward money. 
Our program is strictly involved with theft, butchering or 
crimes related to livestock. 

Senator Severson asked if the 800 number can be unanimous. 

Mr. Flynn said yes. 

Senator Mohar closed by stating that Montana is a state of 
vast acreage with minimal population and with a minimal 
amount of money for law enforcement for the Fish and Game. 
This bill is another tool that the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks can use to increase law enforcement. 

Chairman Conover closed the hearing on SB 209. 

ACTION ON THE STATEMENT OF INTENT ON SB 197: Chairman 
Conover asked Andi Merrill to explain the reason for the 
statement of intent to the committee. 
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Andi Merrill, Legislative Council Researcher, stated that 
during the discussion on this bill last week concerning the 
extension of rule making authority, it was suggested that 
a statement of intent might be required. Apparently when 
this bill came out of Legislative Council there was a stamp 
on it that stated that a statement of intent was required. 
The drafter of the bill was not notified that this was 
necessary and as a result a statement of intent was not 
prepared. It was felt that for the life of this bill a 
statement of intent should be drafted. She presented the 
committee with a statement of intent for this bill for their 
perusal and action (Exhibit 14). 

Senator Smith made a motion that the statement of intent for 
SB 197 be adopted. THE MOTION PASSED UNk~IMOUSLY. 

CONSIDERATION OF SB 231: Senator Conover read a letter from 
Senator Goodover, chief sponsor of SB 231, attached as Exhibit 15 
along with a petition on SB 231. 

Senator Smith stated he had received a lot of calls and a very 
large packet of information concerning this bill. He would 
make a motion to carry out the request of the sponsor to 
table this bill. The motion passed unanimously. 

ACTION ON SB 209: Senator Jacobson made a motion that SB 209 
DO PASS. 

Senator Severson reiterated his 
had made concerning this bill. 
be given a reward for reporting 
is a bounty hunter bill. 

previous statements that he 
He does not feel people should 
a violation. He feels this 

Senator Jacobson said the crime stoppers program that is in 
place in the Department of Livestock is working well and as 
the testimony states the same people who are violating in the 
livestock area are violating in this area. She thinks this 
bill is warranted and would urge a do pass. 

Senator Smith said he voted against the bill the last session 
and agrees with Senator Severson. He has a legitimate argument. 
It is unfortunate that we have to do this. He questioned 
the amount of money required for this program. He thinks 
$11,000 is a lot of money just to come up with some rules and 
regulations. 

Senator Anderson agrees with Senator Severson on the reward 
but on the other hand can see some merit to the bill. 

Senator Lane made a substitute motion that the committee 
hold the bill for a week. The motion failed by a vote of 
2 to 5. Senator Lane and Senator Anderson voted for the 
motion. 
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Senator Jacobson explained to the committee that this bill 
will set up a board and that board will set up rules which 
will dictate what the reward will be given for and in what 
amount. 

A roll call vote was taken on Senator Jacobson's motion. 
The 1'10TION PASSED WITH A VOTE OF 5-1. Senator Lane 
abstained from voting. 

Senator Jacobson made a motion to adopt the statement of 
intent. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

ACTION ON SB 255: Senator Severson made a motion to adopt 
the amendments presented by Mr. Flynn. The MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Senator Lane made a motion to move the bill as amended. 

Senator Jacobson said if I understand this correctly, the 
only time that you can add muzzleloaders is in an area that 
is open to shotgun. You do not have to open it to muzzle
loaders but you might want to open it to muzzleloaders. If 
shotguns and archers are being authorized simultaneously 
during the regular season, then perhaps the muzzleloaders 
could be used too. 

Senator Lane's MOTION PASSED UNANH10USLY. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business the meeting 
adjourned at 2:35 P.M. 
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EXHIBIT 1 

SB 255 

Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

February 5, 1985 

I appear before you today in support of SB 255 which would authorize 
the commission to establish the use of muzzleloaders in areas open to 
shotguns for the purpose of hunting big game. 

The information we have at hand would indicate that there may be 
situations where the use of muzzleloaders would not constitute a human 
safety hazard. The same information would indicate that a muzzleloader 
is as effective as a shotgun in the harvesting of deer. 

While we support the bill, the proposed amendment is not as clear as 
we would prefer its intent to be. The amendment as proposed would seem 
to state that all shotgun areas would be open to muzzleloaders. 

In order to clarify that muzzleloaders may be allowed in some cases, 
but not mandated in all cases, we offer the following amendments: 

On page 1, line 21, after the word "shotgun," delete "and 
muzzleloaders (rifle or smoothbore)." 

On page 1, line 22, after "deer." insert the sentence, "In areas 
where deer huntin is 0 en to the use of shot uns the commission 
may authorize the use 0 ri Ie or smoothbore . 

With this amendment, Mr. Chairman, the commission would have the clear 
flexibility to consider those cases where muzzleload hunting would be 
appropriate and to authorize its use. 
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For the record, my name is Verle Rademacher, editor and publisher 
of the Meagher County News in White Sulphur Springs. 

The shooting of black povlder muzzleloading firearms is one of the 
fastest growing shooting sports in the United States. I personany~ha'Ve 
been involved vlith this particular sport for 30 years nO\,I. During' th~t '~, 
30 years, I have built muz.zleoaders, using them for both target 5ho9~:d.,rtg 
and hunting. I have taken both deer and antelope with the firearms •. '~".' ' 

~.' . 

Since {;lontana does not have a caliber restriction lat:l, the muzzle- .: 
loaders are legal during the regular rifle season. Those who use the.:,.'.' 
firearms have enjoyed many hunting days afield ~,'1ith the ",eapons, pitting,· 
their hunting skills against big gc:;ne with the single shot available to 
them with their muzzleloader. ~asically a short-range weapon, the hunter 
must get within approximately d 100 yard range to effectively kill big ~,. 
game. 

Those 1,'Jho hunt with r;1Uzzleloaders have been happy with the present 
caliber law for big game and the ability it affords them to hunt during 

, the regular rifle season. In looking over the fish and game laws, we" 
do, however, feel that an opportunity is being overlooked that vlould ',' " 
allow an increased sporting opportunity without creating enforcement ',', .' 
or administration problems for the Fish and Game Commission. Thc.t is' '> 
in the area of shotgun only deer areas. " 

F 

Basically, vlhen the COrrl.'rlission sets up a special hunting di~':t.rict' 
for the use of shotguns with buckshot or rifled slugs, it is to limit' 
that district to short-r<::nge 'Ile~pons. ",Iuz,:leloaders fall vd thin that 
category and actually would be :o'lore effective than the shotguns in the _ 
taking of deer. The muz~leloading rifle is far more accurate th;::n the 
shotgun rifled slug. The sinele shot, or in the case of a doublE:.'" riof':l~ c 

t\'10 shots, accurately aimed to kill a deer, is far more effectivE and: Or" 
sporting than a hunter with a magazine full of rifled slugs who relys oco',:, 
more on the firepm'lCr of his weapon than the accuracy it should h~v~,":;' 

The specific categorizing of muzzleloaders, both rifled Emd 8m 
bore, is to clarify that both :!lay be used. Techni cally, a SEiQothbol;', , 
muzzleloader can nOvl be used for this type of hunt, as it is a Sllotgt~./':' 

':':~:"f':-' -_' 
. <, , 

In summation, this leGisL?tion 1:Jill allo\,1 the commission to inc~e,. 
muzzleloaders in shotgun only deer orcas, vTi11 allow for increG.ssd h~in 
days afield, vdll not increc:.se cnforc8nent or administration ?roblem$}~.nd, 
does not ask for a special sec:.son such as the &rchers enjoy.PJf; 

:.: .::. 
~ \i: For these reasons, we feel that this legislation is a rC2soDi'ibl.e;;t::,o 

request and urge your passag~ of this bill. ' '~~i" 
.. ;"1: .... 
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SENATE FISH AND GAME COMMITTEE HEARING ON SENATE BILL 255 
OF MUZZLELOADERS IN SHOTGUN ONLY AREAS. 

TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE 

My name is Tim Fay. I'm from Butte, Mt. and I'm representing the Buffalo Road 

Muzzleloader Club of Butte and Wise River, Mt. We wish to go on record at this hearing 

in support of Senate Bi I I 255. 

In march, 1984, representatives from the Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders, along with 

the Hel Igate Muzzleloaders of Missoula and the Beartooth Mountain Men of Helena met 

with the Dept. of F. W. & P. to discuss muzzleloading hunting seasons and other options 

to increase hunting opportunities for muzzleloaders. The consensus was to persue 

enabling legislation that would authorize the Fish & Game Commission to al low muzzle-

loaders in shotgun only areas for deer hunting. The Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders took 

the lead and sent out about 130 letters explaining our proposal and asking for comment 

from fel low muzzleloaders across the state. We received 22 written replys. Eighteen 

were supportive, two of which were from organized muzzleloader clubs in Great Fal Is 

and Havre. We also received numerous verbal comments, the majority being supportive. 

submit to you copies of that correspondence for the record and your examination. 

I would now like to make a few brief comments in support of S. B. 255: 

1. s. B. 255 is in no way intended to legislate or force a special muzzleloader big 

game season on the State of Montana. This bi I I wi I I give the Dept. of F. W. & P. 

and the F. & G. Commission an additional tool for harvesting deer in areas where 

use of high power long range rifles is not desirable. Any proposals for muzzle-

loaders would have to be addressed on a case by case basis by the Commission. 

~ 2. Bal listical Iy, the muzzleloader is a short range weapon. A .54 caliber rifle 



with a hunting load of 110 grains of black powder wi I I fire a bal I at about 

1800 fps muzzle velocity. Zeroed for 50 yds. it wi I I hit 128 inches below the 

point of aim at 300 yds. with a velocity of only 618 fps. Compare this to a 

.30-06 rifle shooting a factory loaded 165 grain bul let with a muzzle velocity 

2800 fps. With the rifle zeroed for 100 yds. the bul let wi I I hit just 13 inches 

low at 300 yds. and retain a velocity of 2224 fps. At 500 yds. the .30-06 

bul let wi I I hit 55 inches below point of aim and sti I I have a velocity of 

1880 fps. have used "Lyman's Black Powder Handbook", "Guns and Ammo Annual" 

and "Speer's Reloading Manual" as references for the above ballistic data. 

3. My last comment is that in spite of its limited range a muzzleloader is very 

accurate and capable of grouping 5 shots in a 6 inch circle at 100 yds. This 

type of accurace is very important for the efficient harvest of game animals. 

Bal listical Iy the .54 caliber rifle sited before would hit about 4 inches below 

point of aim at 100 yds. 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to testify in support of 

Senate Bi I I 255 at this hearing. 

~ 

~Co/ 
Timothy C. Fay 

for 
Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders 
Butte/Wise River, Montana 
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The Buffalo Road Muzzleloader Club. at our January meeting 
voted to look into what could be done to increase hunting oppor
tunities for muzzleloaders. Since that meeting we have talked 
to five muzzleloader groups and several individuals and found 
enough interest and support to have a meeting with the Department 
of Fish. Wildlife, and Parks in Helena. Thi3 meeting was held 
March 13. with Ron Marcoux. assistant d1rector F.W. & P., Dale 
Witt, acting chief of Wildlife, and Stan Bradshaw, attorney for 
F.W. & P. Muzzle10aders were represented by Tim Fay, Van Stallman 
and Nick Jensen with the Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders, Fred Beyer 
and Leon Nance with the Hellgate Muzzleloaders in Missoula. and 
Pat McKelvey and Tony Wayland with the Beartooth Mountain Men 
in Helena. 

We looked at several possibilities and decided that our most 
realistic and reasonable approach is to pursue legislation that 
will authorize the Fish and Game Commission to allow muzzleloaders 
in shotgun only areas. Current laws authorize the commission 
to fix seasons and designate areas for rifle. bow and arrow. and 
shotguns. Muzzleloading rifles a~e in the rifle catagory and 
cannot legally be addressed separately from modern breechloaders 
for establishing seasons and areas. The law specific to shotguns 
reads: "It (meaning the commission) may declare areas open to 
deer hunting where shotguns only may be used to hunt or kill deer." 
Our proposal would allow the commission to address muzzleloaders 
the same as shotguns. This would not exclude muzzleloaders from 
general hunting season and would not require a special stamp 
to hunt with a charcoal burner. Although there are only a few 

.areas presently designated for shotgun only the trend is for mdre 
restrictive hunting seasons and more areas where rifles will not 
be allowed for safety or other reasons. Under the present laws 
this would exclude muzzleloaders also. There may also be some 
opportunity for deer damage hunts. 

Before proceeding further with any legislative proposal. 
we want to hear from you. Do you, as a muzzleloader, support 
our proposal or would you rather have us forget it. We need your 
support in order to proceed. 



On the other hand. we don't want to proceed if this proposal 
doesn't meet the approval of the majority of muzzleloaders in· 
Montana. 

The Dept. of F.W. & P. said they would not be opposed to 
the above proposal but could not actively support or endorse such 
legislation. They did say they would like to work with us on 
such a proposal and offered the assistance of their attorney to 
help write the legislation. 

Please let us know if you support or oppose our proposal. 
We need to know so we can proceed or drop it. 

Van Stallman 
Pres i-den t 

Best regards. 

.1' 1 lli 1:;-Y 
Chairman 

--(\~.0z.~~~~ 
~tck ~sen 
Range Officer 

P.s. Please drop us a line and let us know how you feel. 
Also, share this with your muzzleloading friends. We 
would like to hear from them, too. 

Please send your comments and ideas to: 

Tim Fay 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, MT 59701 
(406) 723-6701 



MONTANA 

DEmRDIFNI' OF 

FISH. WI',DUFE AlVD PARIiS 

Tim Fay 
Buffalo Road Huzzleloaders 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, Montana 59701 

Dear Hr. Fay: 

1420 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, Hontana 59620 
Harch 21, 1984 

We appreciate you coming to Helena and discussing the possibility of 
your introducing legislation for muzzleloader opportunities. 

If you have any questions as you develop your program please contact 
Stan Bradshaw, department attorney at 444-4594 or Dale Witt, Acting Wildlife 
Division Administrator at 444-2612. 

njk 

Sincerely, 

Ron Marcoux 
Associate Director 
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March 27, 1984 

Tim Fay ; 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, MT 59701 
723-6701 

Tim: 

· .. 
_. '! .. ", -4' .. ~. 

You can definitely count on my support. I pursued this matter several 
years ago and progressed to the point where you are. I made contacts 
with J. Herbert (biologist) and R. Marcoux and both indicated that the 
Dept. would not endorse legislation. They did indicate a willingness 
to work with us in our endeavor. 

Good luck and don't let 
your bore rust, 

M. Crowell 

P .5. Keep me posted! 

I 

------.-.-----
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March 28,1984 

Dear Tim 
In response to your letter of the 25th I fully support any way 
that \'/e can get muzzleloaders in any area be it shotgun only or 
deer damage hunts. You know how I feel as I explained my point of 
view on the phone vlith you the other day. 

If this turns out on a positive note maybe we can get a little 
more recognition and in the futUre be able to improve our sit
uation as blackpowder shooters and hunters. 

Yours Truly 

C~~ 

. 
" , 

" .. ,. 
~ ,,' 
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oun\y awa 
Box 349 

White Sulphur Springs, Montona 59645 

Phone (406) 547·3831 

I·Tarch 30, 1984 

DE:or Tim, 

Hell Yes! Lets go for broke and get muzzleloadcrs 1:,rri tten in 
vri th the shotr;uns for some of these hunting areas. A case in point 
vias the Tovmsend Flats 2rea a couple of years 2.80. They \':anted to 
take a fe .... 1 [Jore antelope out, but hesitated to let more rifle hunters 
in. They actually wanted Qu~zle-Ioaders in, because they were short
r&nged enough to take the antelope, but did not have to Horry about 
killing someone a he.lf a l:1ile a\·lay. They probably didn't tell you 
&bout that one, but a Fish and Garne person told me that onc. 

I am prepared to help you in a couple of ,·,rays. I\h.L'TIber One-
Senator Jack Galt is my senator over here. He is chairman of the 
SenatE: Fish and Game COci~ittee and could be persuaded to sponsor the 
bill. I am sure he \'iould if I asked him. His son 3ill allOl'ls the 
muzsle loaders on his ranch to hunt, even \·,hen he has cCLttle in the 
vlilloH bottoJls. He k..11.0\'!S and understands that the mm~ zle laoders have 
li:'lli ted range and he is ii'Jpressed with the behaviour of the mU:3z1e
loading hunters that visit his p12ce. \le h2ve good feelinGS there. 
lJU::lber T'I'1O--I have been leGislative chair:nan of the ::;ontana Press 
Association since 1972, so I knOl'i my "ray aro1.l."1d betting legislation 
through and hm-l to lobby it "Then necessc:.ry. You can count on De to 
Nork along those lines ,,'rhen necessary. I doubt if r:1uch Hork ':lOuld 
have to be done, particularly if Jack introduced the bill, but I kno\,l 
enough legislators 'I,'lho "1Ould help out on it to get it passed. 

Ron :IarcotL": and Dale ~1itt c:.rc both friends of mine 2nd I think 
that if I pushed a little bit, they "lould assist us, possibly support
ing the bill. 

Give er hell! 

v=:i2/f~ 
Verle L. Rademacher 
Editor and Publisher 
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March )0, 1984 

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders 
Butte, Mt 59701 

J 
I 

1209 Park Garden Rd. 
Gt. Falls, Nt 59uOu 

Your letter of March 25 is very timely and exactly parallels the 
thoughts of this club concerning the subject of special hunt 
considerations for muzzleloading guns. At our February meeting 
we were informed by a member of the bowhunters association that 
a muzzleloader group in Lewistown was formulating a proposal 
to put before the Fish & Game department. The proposal was that 
some time be shaved off the archery season and be designated as 

. a ML season. The bowhunter, also a member of our BP club, felt 
the effort would surely fail but wanted to lobby for our clubs' 
support for the archery group's position. The discussion which 
ensued led to the formation and acceptance o£ an official MP 
club resolution concerning the special ML hunt issue. 

I have taken the liberty to put this resolution into writting 
and have added a somewhat wordy explanation of the thoughts 
discussed and considered in shaping this resolution. A copy is 
attached for whatever benefit, if any, it may give. Feel free 
to use or amend etc. At least, you know our club's· position. 

'v 

In the~ng run, what is needed to promote the welfare and interests 
of ML sports in Montana is some type of a state-wide organization 
that would tie buckskinners, target shooters, and anyone with an 
interest in ML activity into one united faction. (Perhaps Black 
powder Association of Montana - BAM I ) A nominal membership fee 
could provide members with the usual association patch and an 
occassional news letter. More importantly, it.· would provide 
funds for letters necessary to promote our ML interests. The 
archery people have just this sort of thing and it works well. 

, -
Your proposal aligns exact~ with the thoughts of this club and 
we would have no problem supporting such effort. My only concern 
is that to the greatest extent, this proposal be given support 
by soliciting inputs from all the known ML groups in the state. 
Perhaps some version of the resolution inclosed should be used 
as a rallying medium. I will be most happy to help your efforts 
in any way I can. 

Gt. Falls, 

f;~~ al - .9 
Douglas c;1igger ifrJ-4' A1.J{ • 
President 
Montana Plainsmen BPC 
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MONTANA PLA!NS~N BPe 
~OLUTION TO PROMOT~ MUZZ~LOAV~H HUNTS 

Fl!:BRUARY 1984 

The following elements establish the official and unified 
posit.i.on of the membership of this club concerning the 
promotioD of special muzzleloading big game hunts within 
the stateo! Montana. It has been agreed by vote : 

1. To actively pursue the establishment of special considerations 

for muzzleloader lM1) hunting in Montana. 

2. To pursue the designation of special areas, including 

but not limited to post-season depredation hunts, as the most 

~iable means for obtaining such special considerations. 

3. 70 enlist and support the efforts of all ML groups within 

the state in adopting a unified position relevant to the 

establishment' of special ML hunts. 

h. To strive for statewide coordination of future efforts 

at presenting requests for such considerations before the 

Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks. 

Toward the goal of forging a unified position it is appropriate 

to explain the thinking behind the elements of this resolution. 

1. Why should we strive for special ML hunt considerations? 

The simple, bottom-line reasons are three: To give greater quality 

to the muzzleloading hunt for more people, to lessen the hazards 

inherent in the current combined hunts in high hunter density 

areas and most importantly, to insure the survival of ML sports, 

hunting and otherwise, in Montana. 

There is ~o contention that ML weapons/hunters are ineffective 

and therefore need special compensations. The problem develops 

when ML hunters are overrun by high-power guns in the same area. 

The problem is compounded by the tendency of the high-power group 



to employ vehicles and long range techniques while the ML people 

hunting the same area are general~ on foot, trying for a shot 

at short range. Armoured cavalry beats infantry every time. 

Not only does such unbalanced competition diminish the quality 

of the"ML hunt but it also greatly increases the hazard for the 

hunter who is afoot in the cover trying for a short range encounter. 

Greater safety and enhanced quality of the hunt are benefits 

which could be attained through designation of special areas 

for Muzz1eloader Only hunts. 

To appreciate the connection between special hunts and the ultimate 

survival of ML sports in general throughout the state, one needs 

look at the trend in ML sports over the past decade. During 

the mid-70's, advertising for ML products, sales of same and 

interest by the shooting public reached a high not seen since 

the int~uction of cartridge arms. Many of the arms sold were of 

very inferior quality but sold because their low price was 

compatible with casual interest. Merchants allover recognized 

the sales appeal and ML arms and accessories became available 

in wide distributio~. Low quality and ignorance of use led to 

some accidents and a whole lot of disappointment. Falling sales 

led to a glut of cheapies on the market and a stampede to drop 

ML items from stock. Unfortunately, the good lines were droped 

with the bad. The September 1983 issue of Shooting Industry 

magazine ran a special article addressing the down-trend in ML 

sales. The article concluded by asserting that sales of quality 

ML arms will continue at a slower rate but more importantly ONLY 

THOS~ A~S WHICH SUPPORT SP~C1AL MUZZ~LOAD~R HUNTS CAN EXP~CT 

SA~S TO ~lN H~LTHY. The threat in this situation lies in 

the absence of ML sport promotion before the public. It is a 

law of nature that what does not grow diminishes. Without new 

recruits - and how can they materialize if arms and supplies are 

not available - the ranks of ML devotees in Montana will gradually 

shrink to a mere handful. Look around and you will see that 

the high point of ML activity in this state has already started 

in recession. How available is black powder in your area? Why 

2 
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should any merchant put up with the hass~e and expense of carrying 

it on the odd chance that one or two lone ML shooters might 'buy 

an odd can of powder every year or s01 A special hunt would 

bring the ML game back into focus for the public at large, 

would promote interest and sales , and would insure the survival 

of a healthy level of ML activity all year round. More than 

any other reason, this is why special ML hunts are needed in Montana. 

2. What should be the nature of the special considerations ? 

for KL hunting? Why special areas and not a special portion 

of the state-wide general season? At conflict are the interests 

of the general hunting public, landowners, cattlemen on federal 

forest lands, bowhunters and finally, the muzzleloaders. The 

facts are these: The cattlemen and landowners typically feel 

the existing hunting season is already tbo long; they are 

organized, have political clout and are not about to tolerate 

any additions to the season. The bowhunters' position is 

likewise established, they outnumber us,are better organized 

and have the cattlemen who lease forest grazing land on their 

side. Designation of special areas and depredation hunts are 

viable alternatives in the face of these circumstances. However, 

there are opportunities for clubs to solicit landowners 

cooperation in setting aside land to be identified before the 

public as open to ML hunting only. The Plainsmen club hunt for 

1983 was held on such an area. 

3. Attempts to establish ML hunts in Montana are not a novel 

event. Unfatunately, too often in past efforts, discord within 

the very ranks of the ML fraternity itself has surfaced at he~r

ings where proposals were to be made. Our numbers statewide are 

small, our voice weak. If ever our cause is to succeed we must 

speak with one voice from all clubs. That is not to infer one 

person but rather that to the greatest extent possible, all 

ML shooters must support the same ideas. If we can not educate, 

convince and enlist the support of those we count among us, how 

can we hope to persuade those who do not share one interests 

at all ? 



4. In this era of computers and easy communication, there is 

no reason for isolated and fragmented attempts by a club here 

and an individual there to push forth independently at what 

should be a common effort, a united and coordinated effort. 

Until ·this club or some other agency stimulates a coalition 

of all ML groups within the state, nothing will be achieved at 

the state level. Fragmented efforts have a clear histor,y 

of failures; because of this fact it shall not be considered 

in the best interest of the general goal for this club to 

support uncoordinated efforts by individuals or isolated groups. 

4 
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1200 - 32nd St. So. #96 
Great Falls, MT 59405 

Tim Fay 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, NT 59701 

Dear Tim, 

o11ichae.L.£. <Wo'tkman 
DEALER IN FIREARMS 

Gunsmithing and Quality Restorations 

... FFL #98100701C308108 

2 April 1984 

Thanks for your letter of March 25 asking for oplnlons regarding 
special status for muzzle loading rifles/hunting. You probably won't 
find my letter to be representative of the majority opinion, but I've 
spent a long time thinking over this particular matter and have been in 
the front stuffer business, building and shooting, for over twenty 
years. 

In my early years of being associated with front loaders, I looked 
with envy on the colleagues in some of the Eastern states where muzzle 
loaders either have their own season or are lumped together with the 
archers. The idea of having the woods to myself was, of course, 
appealing. I got into it one time with John Baird, of the ~~§!~ 
8;EQ8I. Later he wrote a series of articles which completely changed my 
mind. I am not necessarily against special cinsideration for front 
loaders, just indifferent. 

First, why should we need a separate status? In general, we are 
probably better marksmen and hunters than centerfire shooters. We shoot 
more and are more familiar with our weapons. I have never felt hampered 
by sharing the woods with other, less enlightened, hunters. They're not 
very hard to avoid as you can tell from their results-usually a doe or 
spike. 

Second, definition is a nasty problem. Should round balls be the 
only prOjectile, or do we permit the myriad conical and slug designs? 
And how the hell is a warden going to tell what's in a barrel anyway? As 
if that isn't knotty enough, how about rifle design? Only ~official" 
muzzle stuffers or do we allow aborted centerfire deSigns such as the 
Wolverine? Open sights, iron sights, or scopes? As soon as you try to 
codify these aspects, you'll find that a great many strong opinions wi 11 
surface. I fear that any regulations resulting from the necessary 
compromises would be like the camel - a horse built by committee. 

Third, your idea of allowing muzzle loaders into shotgun only areas 
was the first interesting idea I've heard on the subject and showed some 
thought. However, I want to pop your balloon in that area, too. This is 
because I am very strongly opposed to the idea of shotgun areas. I've 
lived in states where shotgun deer hunting is prevalent, and I gave up 
deer hunting in those areas rather than take chances. Tell me how it is 
safer to be in the woods when every shot fired launches nine ricocheting 
lead balls instead of one bullet. Lead balls are just like .22 imfire 
bullets - they bounce off of damn near anything and can veer off at 
steep angles. They also have tremendous cohesion, that's what makes a 
round ball such an astounding game killer. The ball doesn't break up. 
RilL that"s also what makes buckshot in cover dangerous. I think our 



~ 
efforts would be better utilized in convincing Fish and Wildlife that 
shotgun areas are not the answer. If an area has too much hunting 
pressure, the way to solve that is to control the pressure by limiting 
hunter numbers rather than by putting a bunch of boobs with semi-auto 
twelve guages out there to wound game and each other. 

So, in sum, I appreciate your concern. But I think we should forego 
ma~ing pacts or as~ing for special deals. I was intrigued by your 
reference to damage hunts, however. Maybe the way to approach this would 
be to see if maybe some landowners who don't allow general hunting 
might, with some negotiation, allow muzzle loading club members to use 
their land. If that sounds reasonable I would be happy to act as 
clearing center, since I've got a computer to keep track of data. 

~~llY' 

Michael L. Workman 



IUffal. R.ad Muzzle1 •• der. 
~051 J •• aphiJut 
3~tt •• Mt. 59701 

ATTENTION: !l!1m Fay_, Cllairmu 

~1I1, 

R. A.' Kin! 
:g.x 295 
plain •• Mt. 
59859 

Serry I t .•• k •• len~ te answer y.ur lettt!r. I'Te been pret-ty 
wrapp~d up with Rendeveua planR1.g. I ta1ksd your prepeeed legia
latiYs ett.rt. OTer wita wh •• Ter wa. h.-dy. and the ~e.eral con.en
au. eeema t. be- -G. for 1~·. M •• t every.ne agreed that t3e ah.t 
gun busineea w.uld actually bs Tery l1ttlo u~e aroU1d here becauae 
we have no ah.tgua .~ly aroa.. H.wever, thsy ala. agreed ta., it 
could b$ a Tery imp.rtaJlt -f •• t ill the cl •• r" fer tuturlt muz.zle.-lea..der 

. l.~.l.tiu. Anything Wf) can g~t will bot lller. t:la..."1 'Ne have nGw! 
It c.uld al •• be a mean •• r pr.vins to Ingislators anl th~ Y~W.P. bo,.. 
that mest muzzlele.din~ p4.pl& ar8 a~ri.u. sp.rtame. and .et juat • 
bUllch of .. dul t children pla.ri.ne uDall'l 13 •••• ". Beat et luck i.Ja. yeur 
-6ff.rt.. I'm 8ncl.s~ a flyer ••• ur nendeveua. Pl~ae~ P&~t it in 
,.our clubhou.e- .r wherever it will cl. -t:n., meet geed.. Sure · ... uld like 
t. eee at leaat .•• me .r y.u be,.. up here Mem.rial weekend. ~atch 
yer t.:p~ b.t. 
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Bob Eva 
3455 Hannibal 
Butte, MT 59701 

Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders 
Mr. Tim Fay 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, MT 59701 

Dear Tim: 

,',.. ,Y"'· '.'" . 

April 2, 1984 

After reading your letter of l1arch 25, 1984, 

, :" 

I was very glad to see that a group of black powder 
enthuest have seen fit to start talking about black 
powder hunting in Montana. I know in the past years, 
I, along with many hunters in Montana, have hunted with 
black powder, during the regular hunting season. 

I did not know that the Montana"Fish, Wildlife, 
and Parks Commission did not have the power to set 
regulations conce~ning black powder hunting. It seems 
like a very wor~while project to introduce legislation 
that will address this. 

Best of luck in your endeavor and if I may be of any 
help please feel free to call upon me • 

. ~ 
Bob Eva' . 

'..,' 

." 

", ' 

... ?;~ .• 

.e' :.:' .~~ 
, .~..., .... 
. . :.,"" . 

',' , 

, , 

"':'''' .. ) .. :;.' 
.,.~~,.; :.~ ~ 

. ',; " 

.' 



f 

, 

Tim Fay 
Buffalo Road Muzzleloaders 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, MT 59701 

Dear Mr. Fay, 

-- - ---------

April 10, 1084 

I fully support your proposal to allow muzzle loaders in 
shotgun only areas. I hope that the muzzleloader hunters 
of Montana will be successful in convincing all involved 
parties that allowing muzzleloading firearms in shotgun 
only.areas will enhance game management, but not sacrifice 
safety. 

The following are some of my reasons for supporting this 
proposal: 

1. Most muzzleloading rifles can accurately deliver 
a round ball out to 125 yards. l-1y experience 
with slugs or buckshot shot from a shotgun is 
limited, but I was unable to hit accurately 
beyond 70 yards. 

2. Beyond 200 yards the lead round ball shot from 
a muzzleloader is dropping at a tremendous rate, 
similar to a shotgun projectile, and poses minimal 
hazard to distant people, livestock, or buildings. 

3. The muzzle loading rifle, because of its accuracy 
yet poor long range carry, can improve the harvest 
of surplus game in areas congested with farms 
or homes and in many depredation hunt situations. 

Please keep me informed of the progress of this proposal 
and contact me if I can be any help over here. 

SincerelY( 
CSSu2£-\~ 
William P. Hammer 
Box 919 
Ronan, MT 59864 Phone: 676-3823 
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Dear Tina, 
1 am writing in response to your letter of inquiry about a black 

powder hunting season or some type. 1 would actively support any effort . 
to get black powder hunting addressed as a seperate issue from breachloaders. 
I would like to see a season aet up like the archery or early bugle season, 
but I sa familure with the problems we have had in the past with this. 1 
believe that the most promising proposition is the one you are working on 
nov.. I think tha.t anything that can be accomplished is to our benifit. 
EYen if we get only one area opened to us in the most barren, lifeless 
sJ10t in the state, ve will have our foot in the door. We will have set 
a precident and have a foundation to work from. 

I! you dont mind 1 would like to make a few suggestions and offer a 
rev thoughts. I have had quite a bit of experiance dealing with the state 
trying to get arround the laws and accomplish things by making changes in the 
existing .laws or rules. 1 ran the rifle team here at the uni versi ty for 
rive years and had to l."ight or beg fdar every thine we got. Here is what 
I found worked best. I think that it will work for us too. 

Ve need good organization within our clubs, all working and supporting 
each other twards one common goal. We dont want several clubs offering 
several dlrrerent proposals about the same thing. We need to get things 
lined out among ourselves befor we go to Helena. 

When 1 wanted something I found it best to find out who was in charge 
of it and address them directly. The more people involved in the system, 
the more vi~ws nnd stipUlations were made. Things got mixed up fast. 
1 found the fewer people involved the better, so 1 suggest finding the key 
people and courting them. In addition you cant count on anything that 

~ you ~ told nor can you count on anybody to do anything on their own. 
Tncy will only work ir you stand there and make them. I believe that if 
we dont keep after the F&G and the politicans in Helena, very little will 
get done. The club members there sho~ld keep after the appropirate people 
to see that once we submit the plar..s that they get to t.he right people 
and places in the system. 

l..n our last meeting there was a legnthy discussion of the type of 
bullet and powder charge ... to be used. I think that we have a tendancy 
to be too picky. We need to be prepared and be able to cover any possible 
questions with good informative answers, but most people ,we will be as
sociated with vi.llVB~-t farailure enough *~th these technical points to 
discuss thea and bringing them up will only comP9und,· our problems. In a state 
that bas no caliber restrictions 1 can see no reason to induce them to 
place 8DJ type ot restrictions on our black powder arms. 

1 tound that general vague rules are best and get the least resistance. 
When they are read they have a different meaning that just fits who ever 
is reading it. If we give the actual inter;itation to an agency and leave 
it su1'ticiant1;y broad. things will go well for some time, at which time 
we ean lobby an agency rather than a political system where things get 
bogged down • 

.l.ast 1 suggest that we keep our efforts quietly among ourselves. 
r dont. think that .3:1y t;cneral publicity would gain us anything but trouble 
with the bow hunters, who dont want anybody treading on their terpatory and 
anti-hunting and miS-informed people who would project us hunting in~their 

., j 



T 

.~ 

.... ~ 7<~~J:' "~~ .~ .~:-~-~-~-:--
; "':" .. 

',0 • ',-:- ... ', . 

housing developlemts and sub divisions. The le~~ fuss made over this the 
easier it will slip bJ. Adderss changing the status ot the black powder . 
fromcurrent cartridge to that of shotgun and dont really press the bunting • 
areas and seasons. This will change the focus·· ot our 9Pposi tion and possib
ly by pass any problems with the bow hunters. The areas and seasons will 
naturally follow and we can work on them specificly after we are estab
lished with a foot in the door. 

I think that once ~e get started we can build very quickly and expand 
our goals. Sorry to have bored 'you with this legnthy discourse. From 
your report, I am sure you know these things allready and have your own 
ideas of what you wish to do and how to do it. 1 was a charter member of 
the MT. Plainsmen in Gt. Falls, and am currently a member of the Hellgate 
Muzzle Loaders in Missoula. 1f 1 can be of any help, please let me know. 
Good luck with your endeavores. 

" ........ 



On the other hand. we don't want to proceed if this proposal 
doesn't meet the approval of the majority of muzzleloaders in~ 
Montana. 

The Dept. of F.W. & P. said they would not be opposed to 
the above proposal but could not actively support or endorse such 
legislation. They did say they would like to work with us on 
such a proposal and offered the assistance of their attorney to 
help writ~ the legislation. 

Please let us know if you support or oppose our proposal. 
We need to know so we can proceed or drop it. 

Van Stallman 
President 

Best regards, 

-2' 1 lli -f:;-Y 
Chairman 

~~~~ 
Range Officer 

P.S. Please drop us a line and let us know how you feel. 
Also, share this with your muzz1eloading friends. We 
would like to hear from them, too. 

Please send your comments and ideas to: 

Tim Fay 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, MT 59701 
(406) 123-6701 
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808 North Meade Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 
May 3, 1984 

T.C. Fay 
3051 Josephine 
Butte, Montana 59701 

Dear TC: 

You Buffalo 
have a five 
muzzleloader 
season. 

Road boys are a persistent group. That's good. We already 
week muzzleloader season, but I don't think that there is a 

in Montana who wouldn't like to have a muzzleloader only 

Your work with FWP to get muzzleloaders into shotgun only areas and to 
perhaps make some damage hunts open to ML only is to be commended. Thisis 
a good common-sense approach. Once we can demonstrate that there is 
interest and organization, then we can approach FWP and/or the legislature 
with a request for a separate season. All this is the easy part. 

Another thing we should look at is why states instate ML seasons in the 
first place. Most states have game populations small in relation to hunter 
population. Centerfire hunters are about 4 times as effective as ML 
hunters and 10 times as effective as bowhunters. The state then can put 1 
CF hunter, 4 ML hunters or 10 BH in the field for each animal it thinks 
will get harvested. Special seasons are instituted so that more people can 
get an opportunity to hunt. In Montana we have the opposite problem. At 
least in eastern MT we have too many deer--not enough are harvested. To 
take away centerfire opportunity and give it to less efficient ML would be 
countrer productive as it would further reduce the harvest. This is poor 
game management. 

There ares a lot of problems --as you already know--with trying to get a ML 
season. The problems is balancing the game population and the landowner 
desires with what the sportsmen want. General big game season is five 
weeks. Before that there is five weeks of archery season. To attempt to 
take even a week from either of these two groups for ML only would be to 
invite the wrath of some well organized sportsmen's groups and the Montana 
Bowhunter's Association. To attempt to add a week to the end would 
probably stir up various stockmen's associations who are, so we are told, 
already upset with the present long season. 

ML 
can 
that 

seasons aren't set by ML--they're set by FWP and the legislature. How 
we prove we have enough interest to establish a season? FWP realizes 

a new season will cost money and possibly additional problems. Few, 



if any, of them know anything abou ML. Montana only has 170+ members of 
NMLRA, how serious are the state's "numerous" ML? 

What you intend is beyond the scope of one individual. Even a super club 
would have problems because of localization. As you pointed out, this has 
to have statewide suppoort. How can this be accomplished-? 

First suggestion: Get 10 members of BRML to join NMLRA and charter a club. 
I've included charter application and membership applications. The two 
field representataive's names are enclosed with this letter. One of the 
jobs of the field rep is to work to establsih muzzle loading seaasons. 

Second suggestion: work through the Montana Muzzle Loading Rifle 
Association which is the closest we've got to a state club. As a past 
officer, I know this club has weaknesses, but it is statewide. The biggest 
problem the club has is lac~ of members who will do something and lack of 
support from local clubs. We could all work together to make it every bit 
as strong and influential as the MBA. 

NAPR, whose address is also enclosed with this letter, is starting to 
charter clubs and wants each state to form a state club. Generally, this 
sounds like a good deal, but I don't know the details. The one problems 
with NAPR--whether deserved or not--they have a reputation as "buchskinners 
only" and this might scare sone non-buckskinners away. 

Before we go to all the fuss and bother of a special season, lets look at 
what we have, what we want and what we can lose. 

WHAT WE HAVE: 
5 week season in which we can use muzzleloaders 
no extra license fees for using ML 
no calibre restirctions 
few pilgrims in the woods 

WHAT WE WANT: 
you really didn't say in your letter and I don't really know 
solitude 
no hunter orange 

WHAT WE CAN EXPECT: 

if ML season is popular--separate stamp, just like archers 
if ML season is popular--calibre restrictions, most 

states have them 
if ML season is popular--a lot of people in the woods who 

really don't know much about using 
ML guns 

hunter orange will always be required because it has proven 
so safe 

I would love more hunting season, but five weeks is really good, especially 
When I can count on another one or two weeks for damage hunts. 

I would love to have more people hunting--and shooting competitively-- with 



ML guns. I also want to keep the sport safe. I would recommend that all 
ML hunters be required to pass a HL safety and hunting course. This 
wouldn't be tough for us topass, but would keep the "It's opening day of ML 
season, I'll go buy a gun" pilgrims at home. NMLRA and NRA have the course 
and materials designed. Now they're looking for instructors. 

When we go to FWP or the lelgislature we must be organized and we must have 
a program. For example: we want a two week ML season; we want a $2.00 ML 
stamp; we want all ML hunters to be certified and we'll assist with the 
course; if a calibre restriction is immanent, then lets suggest one--say 36 
or larger. Few use anything smaller and if we had to go up, we could. Now 
FWP will want to support our efforts because we've taken a load of 
responsibility from them. 

Enough already. Enclosed are NMLRA applications and a charter club 
aplplication. They can help us--lets us help them. Also are some other 
addresses for other information. I'll be happy to help in any way I 
can--just remember safe muzzleloading is still my number 1 goal with state 
organization number 2. 

Sin erely, ,/ ./ 

~»~ 

ENCL: addresses, organizations 
addresses, NMLRA Field Reps 
NMLRA membership applications 
NMLRA charter applications 



SQb~itted by: ¥illiam P. Hammer 
P.O.Box 919 
Ronan, HT 59864 

Phone: 676-3823 

February 4, 1985 !.J~~~ 

To Who~ It May Concern: 

Exhibit 4 
February 5, 1985 

I enthQsiastically sQPport Senate Bill #255, a meaSQre permitting 

the Qse of illQzzleloading firearms for hQnting big game in areas formerly 

designated as shotgQns only. My reasons for sQPporting this bill fol

low: 

1. !1uzzleloading rifles are more accQrate than shotguns. 

MQzzleloaders, firing patched round balls, can consistently hit a three-

inch circle at 50 yards and a six-inch circle at 100 yards. The maximum 

range, for hunting PQrposes, of a shotgQn firing buckshot is 50 yards. 

2. MQzzleloading rifles have a moderate report. The sound of a 

IDQzzleloader going of! is similar to that of a magnQm 12-gauge shotgQn, 

and does not create the noise that a modern, high powered rifle does. 

3. 1-1Qzzleloaders have a relatively short maximum range. Roundball 

projectiles, identical in shape to the buckshot fired from shotguns, do 

not carry the great distances that modern, jacked rifle bQllets do, and 

therefore ace relatively safe in areas conjested with farms, livestock, 

and other hQ~an activity. A comparison of rOQnd ball and modern bQllet 

ballistics follows • 

• 50 cal. rOQnd ball, 
180 grainw-eight 

.308 ',vinchester, 

Velocity 

Drop 

180 grain poi~ted soft point 

Muzzle 100 IdS. 
2000 fps 112 fps 

0.0 in. -7 in. 

!\1Qzzle 
Velocity 2600 fps 

100 yds. 
2390 fps 

0.0 in. -2.4 in. 

150 yds. 
920 fps 

-19 in. 

200 fds. 
793 ps 

-41 in. 

200 yds. 
2170 fps 

-9.3 in. 

The l~aximufn range of a .500 cal Round Ball is approx. 600 yards; the 

maximQm range of a 180 gr~in .308 Win. is approx. 4160 yards, 2.3 miles. 



fA~D B&. t(t;;.~~ 
fo, Box 24,tC/ 

~ frl; Jl t.o u) tV, !Yl t. 

Exhibit 5 
February 5, 1985 
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Exhibit 6 
Submitted 
February 

V_l . .-

by Don 
5, 1985 
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Exhibit 8 
Submitted by Bruce Inger 

~-~:3I't.~"T"'Y"'" ~ow~unter! 9l!!ociation February 5, 1985 

C.L. "Buck" Damone, President 
RR 1 Box 1702 

Lewistown, Montana 59457 

SENATE FISH AND GAME COHMITTEE 1985 

COt-1NENTS ON SENATE BTLLL 255 

Mr. Chairman, Committee Members: 

Telephone (406) 538-7592 

The Montana Bowhunters Associatiorr (M.B.A.), representing 
over 1400 sportsmen, appreciates the opportunity to offer 
input during the hearing. The M.B.A. would like to go on 
record as opposing Senate Bill #255- Allowing the use of 
Blackpowder Rifles during special Shotgun seasons. 

As archers, we are concerned b~cause every special shotgun 
season(see 1984 }'!ontana Big Game Regulations) is shared with 
archers. Let's clarify why the Department of Fish, Wildlife, 
and Parks has special shotgun areas. All of the areas have the 
following in common: 

1. Concentrations of deer(or elk) that reguire e reduction 
in numbers'. They are usually causing damage to crops,' haystacks, 
shrubs,etc. 

2. Areas are near towns or along river bottoms where 
suburban residences, ranch buildings, and/or livestock are 
concentrated. 

3. The special areas are all on private land. " 
4. There is an overriding concern for safety due-fo the 

" 

heavy concentration of people, b~=!-ldings, livestock,and other 
domesticated animals. Weapons used must be "short range" so to 
eliminate the problem of stray rounds striking buildings, live
stock, or worse yet, people. 

5. These areas have historically been "archery only" but 
the Department has felt the need to include shotguns because 
they thought archers were not sufficiently reducing wildlife 
numbers. 
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Now we WQuld like to discuss the modern blackpowder rifle. 
The blackpowder rifle is presently a legal weapon during the 
general rifle season. Ballistics of the modern blackpowder rifle 
(velocity f.p.s.) does exceed the 12 gauge shotgun with slugs 
(see reprints from H.R.A.'s American Hunter Hagazine Dec. 1983 
and Petersens HUnting Magazine May 1984). This added velocity 
when used with a "rifled barrel"(compared to the smooth bore of 
a shotgun) means a much further shooting and more accurate 
weapon. Because of this, the blackpowder shooter will attempt 
longer shots- a six inch group at 100 yards is not uncommon(see 
the letter from Green River Forge Ltd.). At blackpowder rendesvous 
it is a common practice to compete with blackpowder rifles 
shooting at a metal "gong" in excess of 400 yards! Just how 
far will a blackpowder round go? Fish and Game Departments 

from other states, even when blackpowder rifles have a special 
season, feel that the blackpowder rifle does not need to be used 
during special seasons( see individual letters). 

We feel that as archers and sportsmen that we have a valid 
concerti which should be considered. Obviously the safety problem 
of stray bullets striking buildings, livestock and ,people is the 

. . :~ . <.,.~,v" ~:~t <';: '~'j: < 

most important. Also, the use of blackpowder rifles in special 
shotgun areas could add more fuel to the fire on 'spOrtsmen/ 
landowner problems. An example of this is in Hunting District 
260 near Hissoula. This had been an archer'y only, area due to the 
concentration of ranches and livestock along a river. The Depart
ment felt that the deer populatiom was not being reduc~d enough 
and made it into a shotgun area. The landowers resisted and 
threatened to close all their lands to hunting. They just did 
not want people shooting firearms near their homes and livestock. 
If this law is passed, the longer range blackpowder weapon 

would do nothing b~t increase this problem. The M.B.A. is 
striving diligently to improve sportsmen/landowner relations 
and do not want to see more land locked up from hunting. If this 
law is passed, we also see potential for added confict among 
sportsmen. Will the next Legislature see the same request for 
handguns? What next? We feel that the majority of the landowners 



3 

~ and sportsmen, whom you represent, agree with us that we in 
Montana have the best hunting season in the world already. If 
it's not broke, don't fix it. Don't pass a law that would pose 
safety problems, strain landowner/sportsmen relationships, close 
lands to hunting and set precedence to numerous special weapons 
seasons. We ask you to oppose Senate Bill 255. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

A,~3~/~ 
G.L. 1IIBuck" Damone 
President, M.B.A. 
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Buddy Lundstro m 
Box 1119 
Malta, MT 59538 

Dear Mr. Lundstrom: 

~reen ~iuer Jlf'nrge, 1fitb. 
J1.®. ~ox 715 

~oogeuelt, ~ht~ 84066 

(801) 353-4586 

12-18-83 

You have asked almost the impossible, but 
some of your questions. 

will try and answer 

First off, we only produce a smooth bore, North West Trade Gun. I 
have enclosed a flyer on the trade gun. To ask at what distance ours will 
s h 0 0 t a , 2 inc h g roo Pl' i tis h a r d to say. I n t est s t hat Dr. 5 a m Fad a I a did 
about a year ago, he found that he could put a groop within 6 inches at 
100 yards. H ere is the catch. How you shoot a rifl e, shoot gun, or pistol 
depends on how you load it. Enough said. 

As far as hunting big game with a muzzleloader, "Go For It", 
although there are a few feelings have on the subject. First, In the 
Eastern U.S. a 45 caliber will do the job on most game, but out here in 
the West where longer shots are usually required, I would suggest a minium 
of 54 caliber. If a person want to go after larger game than the Dear, 
here in the West you would want a 58 or 62 for Elk and Moose. Larger 
than an Elk, like Griz, even a 72 might be to small. This is all within the 
100 yard range. I would NOT \Vant to try for game over 150 yards with a 
muzzleloader. With a large caliber pistol such as a 44, to me, 30 yards is 
to much. 

I would suggest that you get Dr. Fadala1s book on muzzleloading and 
also Lymans IIBlack Powder Guide". Both have a world of information on 
projectiles, loads, etc. 

Hope you have a great holiday season. 

S~ncj!rely, 
..... / ... i.. A 

/' / .' 

/.,~~G~>· 
L./'"'"' 

Bill Brandenburg 
GRF, LTD. 
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RONALD O. SKOOG. Director 

December 29, 1983 

~h'. Buddy Lunds tram 
Box 119 
Ha1ta, Montana 59538 

Thank you for your letter regarding muzzleloader hunting in Michigan. 

The attached deer seasons report and hunting guide will provide most of the 
information you need. 

The answers to your other questions are as follows: 

1. !~e jjj Jnd ~~ l~estrict hunters in the southern half of Hichigan1s 
Lower Peninsula to shotguns (or muzzleloading rifles). 

2. La~" Enforcement Division reports that they do not have problems 
with hunters using l~egular firearms during our special muzzle-

3. 

loader deer season. / 

Our special muzzleloader deer season consists of 10' days within 
the first two weeks of Decemuer. \. 
Our archery season consists of 77 days: October.1 through November 14 
Clnd December 1 through JanUil}'y 1. 

Our I'egular firearm deer season consists of 16 days: NovEmber 15 
through November 30. 

However, lIluzzleloader deer hunters really get 26 days lboth 
regular firearm seasor. and special muzz1eloader season). 

4. I do not feel that muzzleloaders need a special season to compete 
for the deer resource. (I hunt with a muzzle10ader.) 

GEB:ms 

Good Lu~k and Good Hunting 

e~~» 
George E. Burgoyne, Jr. 
Supervisor - Forest Land Nanagernent 
Wildlife Division 
517-373-1263 

"'.' .' I . 
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New York State Department of Environmental Com;ervation 
Wildlife Resources Center 

f Delmar, New York 12054-9767 

. . 
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Mr. Buddy L~ strom 
Box lli9 
Malta, Montana 59538 

Dear ~r. Lundstrom: 

December 23, 1983 

Henry G. Williams 
Commissioner 

Your letter regarding muzzle loading seasons was forwarded here 
to the Big Game Unit for reply. The enclosed Big Game Guide provides 
much of the information you requested. The 1984 season should be 
similar. 

According to our records 5,413 special muzzle loading firearm 
stamps were sold for the 1982 season. The estimated harvest during 
the 1982 special season was 281 deer. We do not have too much faith 
in the reliability of the harvest figure, since \'1e have no means to 
check on the percentage of successful hunters who report taking a 
deer. 

We did not change any of the other hunting regulations before we 
1~plemented the special muzzle loading season. I am not in law 
enforcement, but to my knowledge there is no rnajOl' pl'Ob 1 em wi th hunters 
using other firearms during these seasons. 

The feeling generally is that muzzle loader hunters do not need a 
special season to be competitive, as do the archers. Our major special 
season is in the Adirondacks where there is a primitive context and 
deer populations are grossly underharvested. 

Incidentally, muzzle loading shotguns and rifles are legal hunting 
imp1e~ents in most of the State during the regular seasons. 

I hope this provides you with the information you need. If not, 
please holler • 

NRD:dw 

encl. 

Si ncerely, 
\' ~ 

~~~~~~ ~,,"" ~~~~s;--
Nathaniel R. Dickinson 
Big Game Unit Leader 

. . 
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Por iefOl'nNtiOfi contact 
a. THEOCOflE GODSHAU 
Phoee 717-787-3145 

Contents 

Re leas e 1# 7 4 - l7 
Pr~iared August 8, 1974 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Flintlocks Only For Muzzleloader Season 
'''Roading'' Dogs °1 lIe gal 
Hunters Should Get To Know Landowners 

FLINTLOCKS ONLY FOR 
MUZZLELOADER SEASON 

The Pennsylvania Game Cor.~ission T~r.inds sportsmen and 

gun dealers that flintlocks are the only guns ~h~t may be used 

during the 1974 Duzzleloader deer season. 

Since es:ablish~ent of the season v~s announced, ~h~re 

haOle been numerous questions raised about the guns ~hat may be 

used, and provisions of the law which apply. 

The law providing for a muzzleloader deer season spells 

out that guns used must be at least .44 caliber, and prohibits 

telescope sights. The law also provides that if a muzzleloader 

deer season is established, it may not be held prior to the 
r 

close of the regular rifle deer seasons. Other rules and 

regulations governing a muzzleloader season are to be drawn up 

by -:he Game Commission, according to the law. 

When the Game Commission approved establishment of a 8U::le-

loader season for 1974, its resolution specified t~at only single 

barrel flintlock ignition long guns propel1inK a single ball 

could. be 11sed. 

I, 



PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

- 2 -

Re Ie as e # 74 - 17 ( c on t ' d) 
August 8, 1974 

The original idea for a muzzle loader deer season came from 

dyed-in-the-wool primitive-type hunters who wanted to dress up 

in their old-time buckskins and match wi~s with whitetails, much 

a$;Daniel Boone did years ago. Boone used a flintlock. 

From the beginning, the Game Commission· ruled out the use 

of percussion guns. Percussion ignition mu:zleloaders, even 
~ 

those availabie at nominal cost, compare favorablY with modern 

day rifles in accuracy and dependability at normal ranges, and 

can compete quite well during the regular firearms season. 

Therefore, the December 26-28 r.mzzleloader deer se8son 

will be a "flintlock season." 

"ROADING" DOGS ILLEGAL 

The Game Commission cautions hunters against the practice 

of "roading" dogs for raccoon and squirrel, CT any other species 

of game which the practice may be extended to. 

In '''roading'' dogs for raccoon or squi rre 1, the clog runs on 

a road in front of a moving motor vehicle. ~'fnen the dog strikes 

a track, the vehicle is parked and the gawe pursued. 

Under provisions of The Game Law, it is ~nlawful to hunt 

for or pursue or follow after game of any kind frbm or with cr 

.through the use of a motor vehicle propellea by mechanical 

power, even though the intent is not to kill such game. 

The law provides stiff penalties for ":-o2.uing" cogs, ::. 

addition to the possible loss of hunting license privileges. 

1# 1# If 
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'-'ATE OF CAUFORNIA-4!ESOURCES AGE~CY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN. Go""mor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
116 NINTH STREET 

a;.. ;MENTO. CAUfORNIA 9581" 

(~) 445-5431 
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Buddy Lundstrom 
Box 1119 
MaJta, ~ntana 59538 

Dear Mr. Lundstrom: 

Janudry 4, 1984 

This is in response to your December 13, 1983 inquiry regarding special 
ftJzz}eloader hl.Jnting seasons in California. The enclosed abstract of 
California's 1983 hunting regulations, particularly Primitive Equipment 
Hunt regulations highlighted on page 8, should answer a good many of your 
questions. 

As to your specific questions, we have no shotgun and slug only requirements 
that precede our black powder hunts. 

We are not a\'mre of any serious problems with hllnters using r::~gu18r fi reurms 
during special black po\"der hunts. 

The length of our various deer hunting seasons can be determined from the 
enclosed regulations abstract. 

As a matter of personal opinion, I don I t feel that :nuzzleloacJer~3 need a :)' 
special season"to compete. As in the case of archers, soms hunters 
voluntarily choose to use such equip~ent as a self-imposed handicjp in or~er 
to enhance their appreciation of the hunt and any success they may enjoy. 

Our most current compilation of deer take data is enclosed for fljrther 
information. I hope that you find this material of interest. 

Sjncerely, 

E. C~~~_."-U!'~" 
E. c. rlJLfrton, Chlef 
!'Ii Idli f~ Pl'otec\ j on f3r~mf'h 

Enclosures (2) 

, 
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De cembe r 20, 1983 

Buddy Lundstrom 
Box 1119 
Malta, Montana 59538 

Dear Mr~. Lundstrom: 
I ' 
~"close~, for your infnrm~tion on muzzleloading seasohs 

in Oklahoma, is a copy of the 1983-84 Regulations and the 
1982 Big Game Repor~. In regards to your specific questions 
the following is provided: 

, 1 ) 

2 ) 

-/ 

) 3) 
.. 

I 

Problems with enforcement due to hunters using 
regular guns during the primitive firearms season 
has not been documented. 

The season for primitive is 9 days, archery approxi
mately' 60 days ,and gun season 9 days_ 

-.. ,~. 
Primitiye.firearms hunters don't need a seperate 
~iason td cdmpete. We view the season as addition~l 
S Q 0 r t 'h un tin gop p 0 r tun i t Y . 

Greg Duffy 

PH.5213851 

Assistant Chief of Game, Management 

'GDD:sk ,-

.. ~nclosure 

.. I, 

" .. 

.. 
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49th Legislature 

Exhibit 9 
February 5, 1985 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Fish and Game Crimestoppers Act 

BILL NO. 

LC 747 

A statement vf intent is required for this bill because it 

grants rulemaking authority to the department of fish, wildlife, 

and parks for the purpose of administering the fish and game 

crimestoppers program. 

It is contemplated that the department establish rules for 

insti tuting an award program, including criteria to be used in 

determining who will receive the rewards and the amount of the 

rewards in order to guarantee that the rewards be granted through 

a reasonable and consistent procedure. 

It is also contemplated that the department draft rules for 

guaranteeing the confidentiality of persons providing 

crime-related information. The rules must comply with the 

constitutional right to know and the right of privacy; 

confidentiality will be maintained only when the demand of 

individual privacy clearly exceeds the merits of public 

disclosure. 

To facilitate the transmitting of crime-related information 

from the public to the department, the department would establish 

a toll-free telephone number throughout the state. This 

toll-free number should be publicized statewide on the radio and 

in the press. 



Exhibit 10 

SB 209 

Testimony presented by Jim Flynn, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

February 5, 1985 

Montana is a state which has some of the best fish and wildlife 
resources still available to the public within the continental United 
States. As other states have experienced expanded population growths 
and the accompanying development, Montana's resources have risen in 
relative quality. This occurrence, coupled with a general public 
concern by Montanans for our natural resources, has placed us in a 
position of maintaining within our state's borders fish and wildlife 
populations of some importance. 

In past years when our relative position to other states was not as 
meaningful as it is today, our approach to management and enforcement 
of these resources required certain activities. While those activities 
were successful, we find that a different approach is necessary.t9 
address the situation before us today. This is particularly true of 
enforcement. 

As our fish and wildlife resources are of premium quality and as society 
becomes more affluent and mobile, a state as large and diverse as 
Montana becomes more susceptible to illegal hunting and fishing than in 
the past. We are aware of this susceptibility and have taken some steps 
to address it. 

With the support of the public and the legislature, we have instituted 
a conservation officer program, we have increased our warden mileage, 
and we have upgraded and intensified our ongoing warden training program. 
These efforts have produced results and we plan to continue them. 

In addition, this session we are requesting two new programs to add to 
our enforcement capability, one of which is before you in SB 209. 

At the present time we have a hot line in place through which Montanans 
can call to report violations of the law. It was primarily installed 
to work with landowners, but is used from time to time to report fish 
and game violations. This is in place and working now. 

Our request at this time is for authority to expand this hot line use 
to issue rewards for information which leads to a conviction for a 
major violation. I would emphasize that the rewards would be for major 
violations. 

It would be our expectation that the major use would be in cases where 
there is a substantial violation involved and thus a reward would be 
in order. 

We would hope that a reward system would entice someone with first-hand 
knowledge of a violation to take the step of making a phone call for a 
monetary gain. The result would be to increase our ability to make 
the violator accountable. 



I have attached copies of reports from two of our field people on the 
results of hot line information. Warden Cooper is in northeastern 
Montana and reports on two cases. No rewards were paid in either case. 
Whether they would have been if we had authority would have depended on 
the advisory con~ittee's recommendation and whether the caller would 
have requested it. 

The second report is from northwestern Montana where Warden Burke works 
with the local Crimes toppers Program. In that area we are especially 
concerned with the poaching of moose. As Gary indicates, moose poaching, 
in his opinion, dropped off once Crimestoppers started. 

Although this local Crimestoppers Program has paid out rewards for 
fish and wildlife violations, we have been unable to reimburse their 
program. 

I am also attaching two memos for the committee's consideration. The 
first is from the US Fish & Wildlife Service's chief enforcement officer 
for Montana, Joel Scrafford, to Erv Kent of our agency. It lists the 
species involved in one series of arrests involving a poaching ring 
here in Montana this past year. 

The second is from Erv Kent to me outlining the results to date of the 
aforementioned operation, plus one other conducted this past year. 

I mention both of these because the successful implementation of these 
operations contains many facets, one being the ability to offer a 
financial reward to someone, perhaps a disenchanted insider, willing 
to provide meaningful information. 

If this program were to be implemented, we would intend to work as 
much as possible with local Crimestoppers and with the Montana Department 
of Livestock. If a coordinated approach serves us all equally well, 
we would follow that path. 

In summary, we feel that our state can expect more attention paid to 
our quality fish and wildlife resources. Unfortunately, some of that 
attention will be to exploit and abuse that resource. 

We feel a Crimestoppers Program for fish and game violations would 
afford us one more tool to lessen that exploitation and abuse. 

2 
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MHlORANDUM 

10: Erwin J. Kent 

FROM: Joel Scrafford 

SUBJECT: Operation Trophy Kill 

The following is a list of species and location of known kills in Montana 
taken in Operation Trophy Kill: 

Taken by Special Agents on guided hunts 

1 5-point elk 
1 4-point elk 
1 2-point mule deer 
1 doe mule deer 
1 mountain goat 
1 mountain goat 
1 mountain lion 

Bear Creek, Jardine 
Sphinx Creek, Gardiner 
Wi ne Gl ass Mtn., Li vi ngs ton 
West Boulder, Livingston 
He11roaring Creek, Gardiner 
Arch Lake, Columbus 
Townsend 

Known kills taken by defendants and offered for sale 

2 mountain lions 
1 mountain goat 
5 lynx 
2 golden eagles 
2 bighorn sheep 
1 bighorn sheep 
3 bighorn sheep 
2 bighorn sheep 

12 bighorn sheep 
2 bighorn sheep 
3 mountain goats 
2 mountain goats 
3 bighorn sheep 
6 mountain lion 
9 lynx 
6 6-point elk 
5 bull elk (velvet) 

14 golden eagles 
2 cow elk 
6 golden eagles 
1 grizzly bear 
1 grizzly bear 
1 mink 
3 black bear (whole) 

Townsend 
Townsend 
Townsend 
Townsend 
Deer Creek, Big Sky 
Big Sky 
Miner Ba~in, Gardiner 
Cinnibar Mtn, Gardiner 
Gardiner Area 
Boulder River, Big Timber 
Stillwater River, Columbus 
Hellroaring Creek, Gardiner 
Yellowstone National Park 
West Boulder, Livingston 
West Boulder, Livingston 
Gardiner Area 
Gardiner Area 
Pray Area 
Wineglass Mtn., Livingston 
Crazy Mtns. Big Timber 
He1lroaring Creek, Gardiner 
Slough Creek, Gardiner 
Main Boulder River 
West Boulder, Livingston 

During this investigation we identified two other groups that are working similar 
types of operation. One is operating in the Gardiner and the other around Big 
Sky. Undoubtedly there are others that we are not aware of. 

rh 



&Wo'l1arta ~epart"te'lt of 
FisJt,'lV'ddlife c& 'Par10 

Office Memorandum 

PllOM ~:: :::~~~ 
DATE: 1-31-85 TO 

SUBJECT: Additional Information to Use on Crimestopper1s Bill 

I talked to Terry in Denver on 1-31-85 and he advises me that we can use the 
following information for our crimestopper testimony. 

rh 

Operation Falcon 

80 defendants 
36 arrested 
50 search warrants have been served~ 
34 individuals convicted 
2 acquitted (The two acquitted are the first since 1981 and this 

involves over 425 defendants.) 
A total of $185,620 in fines has been assessed. 
Less than 5 of these defendants were Montanans. 

Operation Trophy Kill 
Approximately 60 defendants 
11 convictions (One-half of those convicted are Montanans.) 
33 arrests were made and 
19 search warrants served 
A total of $62,350 in fines have been assessed so far. 
A total of 20 years probation time in prison has been given. 

In Colorado several (6) convicted defendants have been assessed several 
hundred dollars in civil penalties and have been required to donate 200 
hours annually towards community service involving wildlife projects, 
working with wildlife sanctuaries, etc. 



EDUCATION - CONSERVATION Exhibit 11 

~'J(J~?~ 
AFFILIATE OF NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION r-~~--------.-------. 

TESTIMONY ON : BB 209 

MONTANA WILDLIFE FEDERATION 

2/5/85 

My name is Dan Heinz apd I am appearing on behalf of the 

Montana wildlife Federation. 

The Montana wildlife Federation is concerned about the 

apparent increase in crimes against our wildlife resources. 
S:.flw, 

We strc.nglit\ SB 209 as a demonstratibly effective tool to ~ (e),v.~Q,rct~ 

this trend. 

we would 

thing similar 

O{I.Jr~ 
suggest changing the name to Game Thief or some:" 

1\ 
~ .. \t' 

tOAdistinguish this program from the Urban 

Crimestoppers programf,. , 

We urge do P~$S on S~: 209. 

THE WEAL TH OF THE NA TION IS IN ITS NATURAL RESOURCES 

CONSERVATION DOES NOT END WITH CONVERSATION 



Montana ~udubon Council 
Testimony on SB 209 
February 5, 1985 

Mro ~hairman and Members (llf the Commi ttee, 

Exhibit 12 

ay name is Janet Ellis and l'm here toaay representing the 

Montana Audubon Council. The CounciL is composed of eight Chapters 

of the National Audubon Society and has 2000 members throughout the 

stateo 
The Council supports SB 209. In 1984 many Montanants became 

aware that wiLdlife crimes occur in this state: two sting operations 

directed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service brought to our attention 

that there are people in Montana who are willing to illegally traffio 

game parts, such as bear and bighGrned sheep parts, and in nongame 

species, which includes falcons and hawks" 
A wildlife crimestoppers program is a positive step towards 

combatting this problem. It would encourage the public to provide 

information to assist in fish and wildlife-related crimes. In view 

of the increasing demands upon our wildlife resources, the crimestoppers 

program will be a welcome addition to the Department of Fish, Wildlife 

and Parks to help manage Wildlife throughout the stateo 

Thank youo 



MONTANA 

FARM BUREAU 
FEDERATION 

Exhibit 13 - February 5, 1985 

502 South 19th Bozeman, Montana 59715 
Phone (406) 587·3153 

TES T I MONY BY: (Y) (l r <j G I' €'E'.n 

BILL # 5B#209 DATE 1/29/35 

SUPPORT XXX OPPOSE ------- -------

iI'\ Qr-~ 
r\'r. Cha i rman and members of the cornmi ttee; for the record my name i s ~ 

G e.u. h. 

... I'm representing the!~lbntana Farm Bureau Federation. The ~lontana Farm 

Bureau would like to go on record as supporting Senate Bill #209. We realize 

that the personnel of the the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks can't be 

everywhere at once and we believe this bill would encourage citizen involvement 

in combating fish and wildlife related crimes. Farm Bureau encourages a lido pass" 

recomendation for this bill. Thank You. 

SIGNED .c, 

- FARMERS AND RANCHERS UNITED -



" 

49th Legislature 

Exhibit 14 
February 5, 1985 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL NO. 197 

LC 751 

A statement of intent is indicated for this bill 

because there is a reference in section 1 to rules adopted 

by the department of fish, wildlife, and parks to be used as 

guidelines for certifying a resident as disabled, and thus 

as eligible for a waiver of the fee for a golden years pass. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the department 

merely apply its existing disability certification 

guidelines for hunting and fishing purposes to applicants 

for a waiver of the fee for a golden years pass. 



Exhibit 15 
February 5, 1985 

SENATOR PAT M. GOODOVER 

HOME ADDRESS: COMMITTEES: 

803 FOREST AVENUE TAXATION 

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 59404 BUSINESS & INDUSTRY 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL HELENA ADDRESS: 

BOX 42 
CAPITOL STATION 
HELENA, MONTANA 59620 

NCSL FEDERAL STATE RELATIONS 
TRANsPORTATION/COMMUNICATIONS 

Senator Max Conover, Chairman 
Fish & Game Committee 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 

Dear Senator Conover: 

January 30, 1985 

At the request of the attorney representing the Seeley 
Lake Homeowners Association, I herewith officially request 
that S.B. 231, of which I am the author, be withdrawn 
from any hearing, and be allowed to die in Committee 
without further action. 

This will save the people the need to appear on this 
bill, and save the taxpayers the cost of the processing 
of the bill. 

Information circulated about this bill has been less than 
factual, and further consideration is not warranted. 

I respectfully request, as the author, that S.B. 231 be 
kept in Cornmittee past the transmittal date. The attorney 
will advise the proponents that they need not appear in 
Hele 

PAT GOODOVER, Senator 
District #20 

PG:lf 



PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will give the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Park~ 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more detailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no need to have services and 
costs duplicated by two government agencies. 

13. 

14. 

15. 



" 

PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Hill No. 231 
which will give the' Department 0 f Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdict!..2.!:. over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admiri
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de:tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no need t.o have services and 
costs duplicated--1?y two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Hill No. 231 
which will ~ive the Department of Fish, Wildlire, and Parks 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more detailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is !!,O nee£. to have services and 
costs duplicated by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will give the' Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more detailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no need t.o have services and 
costs duplic~ by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will give the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdict~ over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de'tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 

taxpayers, feel that there is ~o nee~ to have services and 
costs duplic~ by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will e;i ve the' Department 0 f Fish! Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdict~ over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de'tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no nee£ to have services and 
costs duplicated-2Y two government agencies. 



PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will give the' Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdict~ over the operation of sea planes which are noW 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin-· 
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more detailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no nee~ to have services and 
costs duplicated by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate B'ill No. 231 

which will ~i ve the' Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the F~deral Aviation Admiri
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de'tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is go nee~ to have services and 
costs duplic~ by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate Bill No. 231 
which will &ive the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parkb 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de'tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no nee£ to have services and 
costs duplicated by two government agencies. 
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PUBLIC PETITION 
MONTANA CITIZENS AGAINST SENATE BILL NO. 231 

We the undersigned OPPOSE the 1985 Montana Senate B'ill No. 231 
which will ~ive the Department of Fish, WildliIe, and Parks 
jurisdiction over the operation of sea planes which are now 
being adequately controlled by the Federal Aviation Admin-· 
istration (FAA). The laws and regulations of the FAA are 
stronger and more de:tailed than Senate Bill No. 231. We, as 
taxpayers, feel that there is no nee£ to have services and 
costs dup1i£ated-2Y two government agencies. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

....... ~~~.~~._;;y .. S.L ..................... 1 9 .. J~$ .. 

MR. PRESIDENT 

We, your committee on ................. ,~~.~ .. ~ .. r~~ ................................................................................... . 
having had under consideration ........................................................ ~~~ .. ~~~ ..................... No.~~~ ........ . 

__ f_i_r_s-'t ____ reading copy ( whit.e I 
color 

CUA~r3G A FISH &in HIT..DLIn CRLU S'l'OPPDS ?ltOGlU\.,~ 

Respectfully report as follows: That .................................................. ~~~~ .. ~~;t'4 ..................... No.~.?~ ........ . 

DO PASS 

STA~ OF ~~ AOOl'~ED 
~D l\HAC'"&W.l to.'.J\X CONOVER Chairman. 



ROLL CALL VOTE 

SENATE cc:M1ITI'EE FISH AND GAl1E 

Agnes Hamilton Senator Conover 
Secretary ChaiDnan 

MJtion: 56 Z-oCj 00 PA 55 

1985 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

................. ~~.~ .. ~.f. ............. 19 .. ~~ ... . 

MR. PRESIDENT 

. PISH AND GAME 
We, your committee on ................................................................................................................................... . 

having had under consideration ................................................................ ~~~ ... ~~.~ ............. No ...... ~.~~ ... . 

first. reading copy ( white 
color 

PE&U7 '?HE DB OF M1D:LBLOADERS m SR&rGtn.J ODLY Btr.n'Iua AlmAS 

Respectfully report as follows: That .......................................................... SDA':~ .. nr.r..L ............. No ... .2S.5 ..... . 

be a=eaded u follows:. 

1. Paqe 1, liDe 21. 
Following: "ahot.guna-
Strike: If and auszleloadera t.riflad o~ ~thbore...t .. 

2. Page 1# line 22. 
Followinq I • deer • • 
Xu.arts ·Yn areas Where deer huntinq is open to. the use of shot.guns 

the CO""i 8s1on may Authorize ,the use' of Dlu3z1eloaders (rifled or 
smoothbore) • • 

AND AS &'mltDlm 
"06 pAss 

Chairman. 




