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DISTRICT COURT COUNCIL

DRAFT
Minutes oF May 9, 2007
BILLINGS CROWNE PLAZA-AVALANCHE ROOM
BILLINGS, MONTANA  

DCC Voting Members Present:

The Honorable Karla Gray, Chief Justice, Supreme Court
The Honorable Katherine Curtis, District Court Judge, 11th Judicial District

The Honorable John McKeon, District Court Judge, 17th Judicial District

The Honorable Gregory Todd, District Court Judge, 13th Judicial District
The Honorable Thomas McKittrick, District Court Judge, 8th Judicial District
DCC Non-voting Members Present:

Lori Maloney, Clerk of the District Court, Butte
Glen Welch, Chief Probation Officer, Missoula
Staff:  

Beth McLaughlin, Court Services Director
Absent:
Lois Menzies, Court Administrator

Glenda Travitz, Court Reporter, Hamilton

Mike Hutchin, County Commissioner, Polson
Guests

Hon. Loren Tucker, District Court Judge, 5th Judicial District

Becky Bird, Court Administrator, 13th Judicial District

Dave Ward, Court Services Director, 13th Judicial District
Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes
The District Court Council met on Wednesday, May 9, 2007 at 12 noon at the Billings Crowne Plaza in the Avalanche Room.  Chairwoman Chief Justice Karla M. Gray called the meeting to order.  A quorum being present, the meeting duly convened and business was transacted as follows: Minutes for the January 19, 2007 District Court Council meeting were approved.
I. Public Comment


None

II. Administrator’s Report-Legislative Update
Beth reported that Lois was not available because of the special session. The Judicial Branch budget is still in flux until the special session ends. At the end of the regular session the Judicial Branch had a very good budget for 08/09 but we do not know if this will stand in the special session.

The following general bills passed in the regular session. 

Money-related Bills:
a. HB 3-Supplemantal bill for FY07 appropriates $2.5 million to pay District Court variable costs passed.

b. HB 13-Provides a 3% pay increase for state employees in FY08 and FY09. 

c. SB 124-Eliminates the Judicial Branch’s obligation to pay the Department of Public Health and Human Services for cost of court-ordered psychological exams and associated expenses and the unfit to proceed commitments at DPHHS facilities. 
District Courts:

d. HB 18-Revise time limit for Judges’ to file travel voucher was passed and went into effect March 22, 2007. 

e. SB 392-Authorizes a district court or court of limited jurisdiction to establish a mental health treatment court and provides for the court’s structure and operations. No funding is associated with this bill.
f. SB 393-The parties in regards to divorce cases will be responsible to pay for mediator costs. If unable to pay parties will need to find a Pro Bono mediator.

Youth Court

g. SB 50-makes it illegal for an employee, contractor, or volunteer of a youth court to have sexual contact with the juvenile.
h. SB 146-Revise Juvenile Delinquency Intervention Program(JDIP) gives the Court Administrator’s Office authority to administer two revenue streams: unexpected juvenile placement funds allocated to the judicial district and unexpected money from the containment pool. Also plugs statutory gaps in regards to how the program is structured and operated and removes references to county payment of certain expenses. 

i. SB 273 abolishes the Peace Offices’ Standards and Training Advisory Council. Transferred responsibility for juvenile probation officer training to the Court Administrator’s Office.

Interim Study Resolutions: 

a. HJR 26-requests an interim legislative committee or staff study and develop an implementation plan for mental health care for adults and youth in the criminal and juvenile justice systems.
b. SJR 6-requests a comprehensive study of the juvenile justice system “to identify any gaps in the law or resources or between the existing agencies with various responsibilities within the system.”

III. Judicial Workload Study Update –Update from Workload Study Advisory Group-Hon. John McKeon- Actual 2006 Case Filings
Judge McKeon reported that the workload committee met and made several recommendations. The committee reviewed the 2006 actual caseload numbers and agreed to look at the Adequacy of Time Adjustments and to include the five districts with an identified need of one judge Caseload data was pulled from the Judicial Branch Central Statistical Repository. Case loads reflect one full year of uniform case filing standards.  The committee will meet again on July 19 and have an additional report at the next DCC meeting. 
Uniform District Court Rules-Hon. Kitty Curtis
Judge Curtis wrote letter to the Supreme Court in regards to the DCC’s concerns about the proposed amendment for revisions to rules. The Supreme Court ordered that a member of the District Court Council meet with the Uniform District Court Rules Commission. Judge Curtis and Judge McKeon met with John Grant, chair of the commission to express concerns. The commission wanted to meet again other before taking any action. The Commission was to report back to the court last week. DCC reported back to the Supreme Court with an update letter as to what has transpired.  Chief Justice Karla Gray received a letter from John Grant the end of April requesting another 60 days of time for the commission to meet and than to respond to the court.  
IV. Break

V. JDIP-Proposed policies for implementing SB146

1. Policy 1220-Shelter Care and Electronic Monitoring Charges 
4.0 Shelter Care-change MCA regarding funding remove 41-5-2002 & 41-5-2003 and change to 41-5-130 or [section 20]
5.0 Electronic monitoring-Remove last paragraph and add: “The County is responsible for paying the costs of pre-dispositional electronic monitoring devices.  Post-dispositional costs of electronic monitoring devices must be paid by the Judicial District from funds provided for in 41-5-130, MCA or [section 20].”
Judge Curtis made a motion was made to adopt amended changes to policy 1220, Judge McKeon seconded, question called by Judge Todd. Motion carried unanimously.

2.
Policy 1230-Transportation
6.0 Changed the second sentence to read: The chief juvenile probation officer in each Judicial District is responsible for developing a transportation safety protocol, which must comply with this policy and relevant statutes. 
Motion was made by Judge Curtis to adopt amended changes to policy 1230, Judge Todd seconded, question called by Judge McKittrick. Motion carried unanimously.

3.
Policy 1300-Youth Assessments and Evaluations
Requires all Youth Courts are required to use JCATS. 
3.0 Data is required to be entered in the JCATS system. The OCA will provide recommendation to improve success for each district. 
Changes: First paragraph Remove “Judicial District” replace with “Youth Court” 

Second paragraph-“have consistently” change to “consistently have.”

4.0 Costs for evaluations have to be paid out of JDIP funds.
Changes: “Evaluations or assessments ordered by…”- Change “ordered” to “requested by.” 
Judge McKittrick made a motion to adopt amended changes to policy 1300, Judge McKeon seconded, question called by Judge Todd. Motion carried unanimously.
4.
Policy -Administration of Intervention and prevention Programs
3.0 Second sentence to read "any funds not expended by the end of the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which the amounts were allocated will revert to the general fund. 
Judge McKeon made a motion was made to adopt amended changes to policy 1310, Judge McKittrick seconded, question called by Judge Todd. Motion carried unanimously.

VI. New Business

Expired appointments include: Judge Tom McKittrick and Glen Welch, appointments to expire on 6/30/07. District Court Judges will be electing a new Judge to take Judge McKittrick’s place. Judge McKittrick was recognized for his service. Glen Welch will request for re-appointment at the Chief Juvenile Probation’s Officers meeting this month. 
VIII.
Next Meeting Date and Adjourn
a. Next meeting

The next DCC meeting is scheduled for July 20, 2007 from 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. in Helena. At the Justice Building, 215 North Sanders, in the 4th floor Attorney’s Lounge.  
b. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m., by order of the Chair, Chief Justice Karla Gray.
